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TRADITIONAL TOYS

Toys have a special appeal and fascination for children and play
a major role in fulfilling the need for creative expression which
is inherent in every individual. In the formative years, toys help
in the emotional and physical development of the child. Simple
traditional toys allow the child to use his imagination to create
characters and situations drawn from real life or from the world of
fantasy.

Thetraditional figures andtoy-like artefacts, with which an average
Indian is conditioned, both by participation and observation,
have existed all through the centuries. The wide range of such
artefacts and figures have maintained a remarkable historical
continuity.

Toys can be grouped according to the material from which they
are made, for example, clay, wood, bamboo, metal, cloth rags,
paper, papier mache and others. These materials are easily
available, inexpensive and safe for children to play with. Toys
can also be classified according to the region or states to which
they belong. Traditional toys depict animals, birds, fish, human
figures, abstract forms and miniature items of everyday use
articles such as cooking vessels, ritual objects, etc. There are
also musical and mechanical toys, mobiles, dolls and a host of
others.

Among the clay toys from the Indus civilization, the bull and the
monkey are perhaps the best known. These toys, though more
than 4000 years old, have not lost their ability to interest and
charm children and adults alike. In Assam, there is a tradition of
preparation of clay toys for children. These toys are abstract in
form with pinched features and pierced designs. In Bengal, Gujarat
and Bihar there are painted clay toys with colourful decorations.
From Krishnanagar in Nadia district of West Bengal the clay toys
are delicately shaped to form realistic human figures and create
miniature village scenes. These toys are costumed to depict
the traditional dress of various communities and occupational
groups.
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There are alarge number of toys which are made of locally available
resources, such as twig figures from Bihar, the painted wooden
toys from Odisha and the coconut shell tortoise with moveable
head and tail from Bihar. The Kondapalli toys from Vijayawada
district in Andhra Pradesh provide an array of figures dressed in
the local costume engaged in activities such as cooking, churning
milk, drumming and others familiar to village children. From
Chennapatnam in Karnataka state, wood and lacquered toys are
prepared in delightful bright colours.

In India, a wide variety of grass and bamboo is available and
is also used for the preparation of toys for children. Sikki grass
from Bihar, which is sometimes coloured, is bent and woven into
intricate shapes of animal figures and baskets. A variety of rattles
and musical toys are also made for children out of natural material
like reeds, leaves and clay.

Old cloth rags are used to prepare toys for children. They are
often decorated with touches of gold and silver tinsel such as the
toys from Gujarat and Rajasthan. For very small children, cradle
decorations and mobiles in cloth with mirror work, shells and
tassles are still popular in Gujarat and other parts of India.

Toys are also associated with rituals—with children dressing the
dolls for festivals such as Janamashtami, Dussehra, etc. Children
with their keen and poetic imagination make toys for themselves
while they are playing. A stick is transformed into a magnificent
horse or into a mighty bow. It is the child who transforms the toy or
doll and gives it a life of it's own.

Technological innovations have overshadowed the traditional
toys, yet the art of making such toys still exists in many parts of
India.

We hope that the small collection of toys presented in this Package
will provide inspiration to understand the aesthetic and beauty,
the traditional technology and mechanics in the vast variety of
toys available in all regions of this country. CCRT will attempt to
bring out a series of Cultural Packages on ‘How-to-make Toys’ for
children. Each package will focus on a particular material such as,
paper, clay, grass etc.
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CREATIVE ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

1. Onamap of India, mark the following cities which are famous
for toy production. Give descriptions such as name and type
of toys, material and technique used for making toys in each
of the cities :

Varanasi
Lucknow
Mathura
Chittorgarh
Kondapalli
Trichur
Savantvadi
Trivandrum
Sheopurkalan
Muraina
Chennapatnam
Tirupati
Bastar
Gopalpatra
Birbhum
Bankura
Gorakhpur
Baleshwar
Charial

Warangal

You may add to these places as you explore other cities by
visiting them.
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Explain the scientific principles used while making certain
traditional toys.

Collect various mythological stories, anecdotes, quotations,
songs, poems, dohas, couplets, folk tales describing toys.
You may also try to compose poems and songs on your
collection of toys.

Prepare a handbook on the ‘Art of Clay Terracotta’ through
the ages. You may add line drawings and photographs to
make it more informative.

You may prepare a teaching aid on the story of ‘Invention and
production of paper’.

Organise a visit to a hand-made paper factory and make a
comparative study of hand-made paper and machine made
paper.

List and document the various uses of paper.

Make a list of toys you can make with paper—describe how
they are made.

Classes may be conducted to teach the art of Origamy
and stencilling. The materials prepared in this class can be
displayed.

Put up an exhibition of toys made of waste paper. School
students of other schools may be invited to participate.

Find out the traditional method of ‘cire perdue’ in making of
metal toys. Try and collect information on the technique and
method used by Mals—a small community found in Bankura,
West Bengal and other adjacent areas for making metal
toys.
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Make a comparative study of the traditional toys found in
ancient Indian and other civilizations of the world.

Collect information on toys used in rituals and
festivals.

Visit the nearest dolls museum, observe and learn from the
costume dolls about the lives, geo-physical features and
culture of people living in a particular place.

On your visits to other places, towns or states, collect
information on traditional toys and dolls.

What toys can you make with the following materials :
Material Toys
Saw dust
Coconut shell
Sea shell
Grass/bamboo
Old pieces of cloth
Write a story in the first person of :
how clay got transformed into a toy monkey;
how a branch/trunk of tree became a toy in Kondapalli.

how a piece of metal became a tortoise or deer in Odisha
or copper bull in the Indus Civilization;

Divide the class into a number of groups, each group may
be encouraged to make at least 3 or 4 toys using a variety of
materials.
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Encourage your class students to work with street children,
physically handicapped children or those belonging to
economically deprived sections of society. They can take
inexpensive material and teach them to make toys.

Organise activities for children to make scrap books, collect
or make toys to set up a small toy museum in the school. All
the toys can be kept in a box and labelled and the students
can take these to other schools.

Organise quiz programmes on :
Materials used for making toys
Name of place where the toy is made
Technique used in making the toy.
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1. Monkey, Terracotta

The art of clay work is as old as man himself. Very fine earth
which is easily available along the banks ol the rivers is most
suitable for wheel pottery.

In India, clay has been used from ancient times, not only to make
bricks for buildings but also to make useful objects like pots,
bowls, containers and decorative pieces and toys.

A most realistic representation of a monkey made of clay, climbing
up a pole which he grips firmly with both hands and feet, has
been found in Harappa. This toy which you see in the picture,
fascinates children of all ages even today.

Wikhiaer Wid Ta UIITIUT S Centre for Cultural Resources and Training
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2. Animals, Terracotta

All dolls and toys are a source of great delight and are also
educative as they act as bridges between the worlds of fantasy
and reality from which children journey back and forth with great
ease. Among the various materials chosen by man for expressing
his creativity, the simplest is soft and malleable clay.

Figurines in the round made in clay are baked in order to make
them durable, low relief work is also done in clay. In many parts
of India, terracotta figures are made as votive figures. After
offerings, these votive figures are used by children as toys. The
style of form and decoration in terracotta varies from place to
place in India.

In this picture, we see a few examples of animals made of clay.

Wikhiaer Wid Ta UIITIUT S Centre for Cultural Resources and Training
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3. Farmer, Terracotta, Nadia, West Bengal

Clay is nature's gift to man and is the most easily available material, which is
used for making a variety of objects from the simple pot to the most refined
terracottas. The Indian toy makers use almost every available material, from
alluvial soil to wood, from waste paper to rags, from cane, grass and bamboo
shafts to scrap like old tin to make toys which aim to educate and develop the
creativity of the child. These toys provide the children their first exposure to form
and texture, colour and design, light and sound.

A distinctive tradition of toys is found in every region of India. In this picture,
we see a realistic miniature model of a farmer or fisherman from Krishnanagar
in Nadia district of West Bengal.

Toys made in Nadia can also be seen in museums in different parts of the world.

Withiaen i T wiyTeror o Centre for Cultural Resources and Training
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4. Baul Singer, Terracotta, Nadia, West Bengal

Clay dolls and toys from Krishnanagar in Nadia district of West
Bengal are known for their fine shape and realistic design.
These toys which require much attention for finer details are
moulded by the hands. Clay from the banks of the local river
Ghurni is used. Each doll is meticulously costumed. These toys
generally known as ‘Costume dolls’ also have an educational
purpose.

In this picture, we see a musician, popularly known as a ‘baul’
singer of Bengal holding an instrument. gopi yantra, also
sometimes called the ek tara. The baul singers sing traditional
devotional songs.
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5. Three Monkeys, Coir Grass, Odisha

The use of grass and interlacing leaves for making functional
articles and objects of beauty has a very old tradition in India.
Because of the perishable nature of materials used, ancient works
have not survived. Toys made out of coir grass with the minimum
of tools are aesthetically pleasing and working with grass, which
is nature’s gift to man, also gives one emotional satisfaction.

The dolls and toys serve as aids to narration of myths and legends
like the scroll paintings of various regions of India.

In this picture, we see three famous monkeys that teach us to
follow eternal values of not to see, hear and speak evil of others.

Wikhiaer Wid Ta UIITIUT S Centre for Cultural Resources and Training
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6. Tortoise and Crocodile, Coir Grass, Odisha

Most of the traditional toys available in India are unique in design and the technique
used in making them. The experience provided by these locally made toys cannot be
compared with the mass produced unicultural toys made by the industry.

Animals play a large role in rural life and have a perennial fascination for the urban
dweller. Many of the animal toys are common to all regions, with local variations.

Like other states, in Odisha also coir grass is used for making toys. The coir grass is
twined, coiled or matted and usually dolls, elephants and other animals and hanging
mobiles and miniature

trees are made from this material. In this picture, we see two toys a Tortoise and a
Crocodile made of coir grass.

WiThiaer Hia Ta wiTeroT g Centre for Cultural Resources and Training
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7. Elephant, Sikki Grass, Bihar

Traditional toys are generally based on remarkable creative
concepts. Every sod of earth, every leaf and fibre can be
moulded, given a shape or woven into an object of beauty, utility
or for entertainment. At Pattamadi in Turunelveli district of Tamil
Nadu, for instance, plain grass is woven into what are perhaps the
worlds’ most delicate mats.

In Bihar, which is famous for its Mithila paintings, sikki grass is
used for making toys by twining, coiling and matting the grass.
The golden yellow straw like grass is dyed in vibrant colours from
which mats and toys, usually, dolls, elephants, hanging mobiles,
etc. are made.

Withiaeh o L) wtyteror g Centre for Cultural Resources and Training
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8. Rattle, Grass, Uttar Pradesh

Flexible grass and stems are twisted and plaited into forms that serve
specific functions. The traditional toys in India are excellent examples of
aesthetic design. The basic idea of beauty and function prevails in the
diversity of toys found throughout the country. The colour, shape and
material which the child notices in every day objects also trains him to
respond to beauty in our temples, mosques, sculptures, etc.

In India, we have a variety of rattles ranging from those made in terracotta to
the ones made out of palm leaves with pebbles or seeds used to make the
rattling sound. Rattles come in a variety of shapes and sizes—some have
the, so called, lollypop shape and some are hung on cradles to attract the
baby. In this picture, we see the former variety of rattles.
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9. Toy Cart, Wood

For sheer imagination, ingenuity, dexterity and creativity, the
Indian toy maker is hard to beat. In India, we have a very rich
range and variety of wooden toys using different techniques.
Some toys prepare the child for the world that they are to enter as
they grow into adults.

In the child’s mind, a toy cart may even symbolise the huge
wooden chariot used in Hindu temples which are beauifully
decorated when the deity is taken out in procession.

In this picture, we see a toy cart made of wood which is perhaps
the first vehicle the child owns.
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10. Birds and Animals, Wood, Odisha

Very often an educational concept can be taught while
experimenting with traditional toys.

In the picture we see two hanging strips of matting on which
traditional wooden figures are fixed. These can be displayed in
the classroom or at home and do not require much space. As
newer designs and colours are being constantly experimented
with while making traditional toys, the emphasis is on innovative
use of basic raw material and the skills of the craftsman rather
than on mechanical perfection.
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11. Bride, Cloth, Punjab

Cloth has been used for making toys in India since ancient times.
The traditional toy makers of India have used old clothes to make
dolls depicting brides and bridegrooms, they are generally the
favourite toys and pride possessions of children in rural India.

In this picture, we see a bride from North India, fully clothed in all
her finery.
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12. Elephant, Wood, Kondapalli, Andhra Pradesh

India has a rich tradition of wooden toys. There are centres in
almost every state of India which produce these toys, however,
the design and technique of making the wooden toys varies from
region to region.

In Andhra Pradesh, Kondapalli, a little village in the Krishna district
is best known for its widest range in wooden toys. The artists who
are known as aryak-shtriyas use a wood locally known as tella
puniki (Glotia rattle formis). The toys are finely painted. The most
famous Kondapalli toys are of deities especially the dashavatara
set and ambari or caparisoned elephants, which we see in this
picture.
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13. Toys, Wood, Kondapalli, Andhra Pradesh

Traditional toys made at Kondapalli, Andhra Pradesh, mainly
centre around mythical figures. However, interesting toys sharing
composite scenes of daily routine chores relating to rural life are
also very popular. In such toys, we could see a small hut with a
woman cooking and the various household implements around
her or a woman milking a cow or youngsters tending sheep etc.

In this picture, we see four figures attired in traditional costume.
Apart from the technical skills involved in making these figures,
they also convey the joy and creativity of the craftsman.
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14. Toys, Wood, Kondapalli, Andhra Pradesh

The traditional toy maker, never duplicates a figure. Though
the toy maker always try to follow the rules and methods
of craft making, however, in many products you can see a
distinctive style which is different from the archetype.

In this picture, we see six standing human figures which, on the
one hand, show the diversity of costumes in India and on the
other hand, love and brotherhood—the essentials of peaceful co-
existence.

The artist has given meticulous attention to the smallest detail in
crafting of these figures.
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15. Wind Mill, Paper, Delhi

In our childhood, we have all experienced the joy of making
drawings on paper. Today, paper is so much a part of our day
to day life that we tend to take it for granted. It is used for a
variety of purposes such as for writing, drawing and painting,
making greeting cards, Origami and, of course, for printing.
It is an exciting and versatile craft medium and is available in
different textures and colours. Creative activities using waste
paper involve the children in producing a variety of toys.

This picture shows popular paper toys which are sold mainly at
the fairs and melas. They are made by artisans and can easily be
made by young children.
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16. Bird, Paper, Delhi

Toy making as a craft is easy to learn and practice. All traditional toys in India
are very closely associated with the concepts of science and technology and
have great potential as educational aids in classroom teaching.

Toys use more than one scientific principle and the classroom is the best
place to understand these through discussions initiated by the teacher.

Since paper is an inexpensive, easily available and a safe material to play
with, experiments have been conducted to give the joy of learning to a child
through creative use of waste paper.

In this picture, you can see a paper bird which involves simple mechanical
principles.
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17. Hanging Toys, Cloth, Gujarat

In Gujarat, door hangings were made for devotees for offering
as gifts to the temple. Kathiawar in Gujarat is famous for its
torans—wall hangings which welcome visitors to the home.

Traditionally, the work of making cloth toys has been done by
women and it depicts the series of much loved animals, birds and
flowers. All these hanging toys, in combination with bells and bead
work produce a sparkling interior, bringing beauty and grace into
the humblest home. These hanging toys also known as mobiles
bring to the child in the cradle, his first glimpse of the joy and
wonder in form, colour and movement.
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18. Camel, Cloth, Gujarat

Indian toys have always encouraged the imagination of the child
and unconsciously the child learns simple educational concepts.
The form of expression ranging from realism and simplicity to
fantasy and abstraction is as modern as it is timeless.

The area of Sind and Gujarat is famous for producing a variety
of stuffed toys covered with rich designs and embroidery.

The stuffed toy, because of its soft flexible form, and the
embroidered motifs, portrays the refinement and skill of the
artist.
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19. Doll, Cloth, Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir

Animal figures or toys and dolls made out of remnants of old
clothes and rags are usually known as ‘stuffed toys’ or ‘rag dolls’.
These figures are made in all parts of India, women specialise in
making these loys.

These dolls, which show a great variety of costumes and colours,
are generally shown engaged in one job or the other.

In the picture. we see a cloth doll wearing the traditional costume
of Ladakh sitting on a Yak. Traditional toys also help in learning
about the life and culture of a particular place.
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20. Fish, Wood, Odisha

Each material used in traditional toy making has its own beauty
of texture, form and style of treatment. Wood and pith work,
for instance, to some extent create angular figures, whereas
a doll made out of clay has great plasticity.

Burgarh in Sambalpur district and Puri are two famous centres of
wooden toys in Odisha. The animal toys made at Puri are very
popular because of their bright colours and unique appearance
whereas the toys made at Burgarh are painted in muted tones.

In this picture, we see a toy model of a fish made at Puri,
Odisha.
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21. Dancer, Manipuri

Traditional toys in India have charm, beauty and originality.

The dolls of Manipur are beautifully prepared wearing traditional
costumes of the Rasa dance, complete with the veil and traditional
jewellery. The body posture generally shows the female in a
dancing position. The dolls are made in vibrant colours and
fascinate one and all alike.

In this picture, we see a doll in the traditional Rasa costume of
Manipur. Manipur is known for its natural beauty, hard working
people, traditional sports, devotional music and its variety of
dances.
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22. Bull, Dhokra, Metal work, Odisha

Metal casting has an ancient tradition in India. The dancing girl
or the bull made out of bronze found in the excavations of the
Indus Civilization are testimony to the antiquity of the craft. In
recreating the adult world for children, metal has been a very
durable medium.

In the tribal areas of India, a variety of metal toys are produced
and no two toys are identical. The reason being that each
toy is cast using a new mould. The figures include peacocks,
chameleons, cobras, crabs, horses, deer and other friends
from the animal kingdom. Human figures are also made. Each
piece is an object of great beauty.

In this picture, you see a toy bull made of bell metal in Odisha.
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23. Birds, Shells, Goa

The coastal States and Union Territories provide a rich
panorama of toys made out of almost every conceivable
material—clay, cloth and natural fibres. Shells of all shapes
and hues are also found all along the sea coast of India.

Shell toys, consisting of either large individual shells or small
ones struck together to form figures of animals are cheap and
easy to make. Shell toys are an example of how nature’s gift can
be used to create beautiful objects which have the vibrancy of
natural life.
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24. Animals, Glass, Uttar Pradesh

Glass is one ot the most beautiful materials invented by man. The
existence of glass has been referred to in the epic, Mahabharata.
It is a testimony of the perfect skill and creativity of our artisans
that beautiful articles of superb quality were made of glass in olden
times. Glass is made in many centres in India and articles of a
varied nature are produced. Considering its beautiful shine and
fragile nature, the toys made out of glass are delicately handled
and appreciated by one and all.

The glass industry has produced attractive miniature toys in
different colours and designs. In this picture, we see a few animals
made of glass.
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