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1. Murud-Janjira Fort

Situated on a rock of oval shape near the port town of Murud, 165 kms south of Mumbai, Janjira is one of the strongest marine forts of India (the word ‘Janjira’ is a
corruption of the Arabic word jazira for island). The fort is approached by sailboats from Rajapuri jetty. The main gate of the fort faces Rajapuri on the shore and can
be seen only when one is quite close to it. It has a small postern gate towards the open sea for escape. The fort has 19 rounded bastions, still intact. There are many
canons of native and European make rusting on the bastions. Now in ruins, the fort in its heyday had all necessary facilities, e.g., palaces, quarters for officers, mosque,
a big fresh water tank, etc. On the outer wall flanking the main gate, there is a sculpture depicting a tiger-like beast clasping elephants in its claws. This sculpture, its
meaning difficult to interpret, appears on many fort-gates of Maharashtra.

Originally the fort was a small wooden structure built by a Koli chief in the late 15th century. It was captured by Pir Khan, a general of Nizamshah of Ahmednagar.
Later the fort was strengthened by Malik Ambar, the Abyssinian Siddi regent of Ahmednagar kings. From then onward Siddis became independent, owing allegiance
to Adilshah and the Mughals as dictated by the times. Despite their repeated attempts, the Portuguese, the British and the Marathas failed to subdue the Siddi power.
Shivaji’s all attempts to capture Janjira fort failed due to one reason or the other. When Sambhaji also failed, he built another island fort, known as Kansa or
Padmadurg, just 9 kms north of Janjira. The Janjira state came to an end after 1947. The palace of the Nawabs of Janjira at Murud is still in good shape.

Pictures : A distant view of Janjira from the southern side (above), and the huge sweet water tank inside the fort (inset). A close view of the eastern side of the
island fort (below). The sea water has scooped away some portions of the stone wall near the water line.
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2. Raigarh Fort

Raigarh was Shivaji’s capital, the hillfort where he was crowned (1674 AD) and where he died (1680 AD). Strategically situated on an irregular wedge-shaped mass
of rock, detached from the main body of Sahyadri mountains by a deep valley and inaccessible from three sides, Raigarh is 210 kms south of Mumbai and 27 kms
north of Mahad. The fort’s 5.12 sq. kms hill-top plateau has three main points : Hirakani in the west, Takamak in the north and Bhavani in the east. There is only one
pathway to Raigarh, probably in keeping with Shivaji's strategy : “the fort's approach should be easy for friends and impossible for foes™. A motorable road leads to
Chit Darwaja, about 2 kms from Pachad, the village at the base, where lies the samadhi of Jijabai, Shivaji’s mother. A long climb from Pachad takes one to the
Mahadarwaza, flanked by two massive bastions and a high curtain wall.

The top plateau is covered with a large number of remains of buildings and reservoirs. Behind the Ganga Sagar reservoir are two high towers, in Muslim style. Behind
the towers is the Balekilla or citadel, entered by the Palakhi-darwaza. On way to the right are remains of chambers of women of Royal families and on the left those
of the Darbar of Shivaji. On a low mound in the centre is the site of Shivaji's throne. Further north is the two-row market place, the Jagadishwar temple in an
enclosure and the samadhi of Shivaji, and also that of his favourite dog, Waghya.

The history of Raigarh, earlier known as Rairi, is obscure. In the 12th century Rairi was a seat of the Shirke-palegar family. After changing several hands, it was
captured by Shivaji from Chandrarao More in 1656 AD. Shivaji chose Rairi for his capital and renamed it as Raigarh. The gigantic construction work was entrusted
to Abaji Sondev and Hiroji Indulkar. In its heyday Raigarh had more than 300 houses and structures. Afier Shivaji, the fort remained in the hands of Sambhaji till 1689
AD, when it was captured by the Mughals. Reverted to the Marathas in 1735 AD, Raigarh was surrendered to the British in 1818 AD.

Pictures : South-western view of Raigarh from Pachad, the base village (above), and remains of buildings in the fort (inset). The 12-sided two-storey towers (below).
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3. Rajgarh Fort

Rajgarh enjoys a unique position among the hillforts of Maharashtra. It possesses all the salient features of fort architecture which are peculiar to the Deccan region.
Situated on one of the spurs of the Sahyadri mountains known as Murum hill, Rajgarh is about 35 kms south-west of Pune. The fort is at a height of approx. 1300
metres from sea-level and comprises three terraces (machis) and a citadel (Balekilla). There are four gates called Gunjavane, Pali, Alu and Kaleshwari or Dindi gate.
The first two gates lead to the Padmavati machi, the third to the Sanjivani and the last to the Suvela machi. Rajgarh looks like a winged bird flying in the sky — the
Padmavati and the Sanjivani machis forming its two wings and the Balekilla and the Suvela machi its main body.

All the four parts of the fort have remains of buildings which included residential quarters, sadar or state offices, bazar or business quarter, granary, armoury,
temples, etc. The fort had ample supply of water through tanks, cisterns and wells. The water-supply being better on the Padmavati machi, it was a major centre of
activity on the fort.

Rajgarh, formerly known as Murumdeo, was earlier held by the Nizamshahi and Adilshahi rulers. By 1648 AD, it was under the firm control of Shivaji, who gave
it the new name Rajgarh, the king’s fort.. Shivaji’s construction activities here continued till 1670 AD. For nearly twenty five years Rajgarh was the pre-coronation
capital of Shivaji. Out of Shivaji’s short life of fifty years (18,306 days) his stay of 2827 days at Rajgarh was the longest. The fort witnessed a number of major
political events of the Maratha period.

It was from Rajgarh that Shivaji went to meet Afzal Khan in 1659 AD. His departure to Agra and return from there, both these historic events took place at Rajgarh.
Rajaram, Shivaji’s second son, was born here. By the ‘Treaty of Purandar’ in 1665 AD, Shivaji ceded 23 forts to the Mughals, but not Rajgarh. During the Peshwa
period Rajgarh did not play any significant part mainly due to the shifting of political activities from the hillforts to the cities. Rajgarh remained with the Sachiv
family of Bhor till 1947 AD.

Pictures : The Pali gate of Rajgarh fort (above), and the Sanjivani machi girded by double walls and bastions (below).
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4. Pratapgarh Fort

Pratapgarh, a very strong hillfort built by Shivaji in 1656-58 AD, is 24 kms west of Mahabaleshwar and about 145 kms south of Pune. Before Shivaji, the hill, known
as Bhorapya, was a flat-topped high round rock at the head of the densely forested Koyana basin. The construction of the fort was entrusted to Moropant Pingale, who
later became Shivaji’s Peshwa, and Hiroji Indulkar, the architect. A special feature of the fort is its double line of fortification and walls on all sides, their heights
varying according to the nature of the ground. The upper fort is built across the northern and western crest of the hill measuring about 180x 180 sq. metres. The lower
fort is built on the southern and the eastern terraces with walls and strong bastions at corners on projecting spurs. Apart from other monuments, there is on the eastern
portion of the lower fort the temple of Bhavani, the family deity of the Bhosales, built by Shivaji. Today a motorable road takes the traveller quite close to the fort.

The most important event connected with Pratapgarh is the Shivaji-Afzal Khan episode. It was at the base of this fort that Shivaji, on 10th November 1659, scored a
historic victory against the mighty Afzal Khan, commander of the Bijapur Adilshahi forces. The episode, in which Afzal Khan was overpowered and killed by Shivaji,
is well known. In short, it can be said that in a very critical situation Shivaji showed the presence of mind and Afzal Khan paid the price for his rash overconfidence.
Now there exists a grave at the place where Afzal Khan was killed. To commemorate the tricentennary of that historic event, an equestrian statue of Shivaji was
installed at the top of the Pratapgarh fort in 1959 AD.

Pictures : A distant south-eastern view of Pratapgarh fort (above, left). The fort’s south-eastern spur girded by a wall and a bastion (above, right). The fort’s old royal
gateway, now closed (below, left). The Tiger emblem carved on a wall of the fort (below, right).
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5. Lohagarh-Visapur Fort

Lohagarh fort is 7 kms south of Malavali station on the Pune-Mumbai railway line. Situated on a side range of Sahyadri mountains, it divides the basins of Indrayani
and Pavana rivers. Close to Lohagarh, on its eastern side, there is another fort, called Visapur. The approach to Lohagarh is from the village Lohagadwadi, situated
in the depression between Lohagarh and Visapur. Climbing from the north towards the village, one can see on the left side the famous Buddhist caves of Bhaja. The
four large gates of Lohagarh are very intricately arranged and are still intact. In the later Peshwa period, Nana Fadanis (1742-1800 AD) built several structures in the
fort including a big tank and a step-well (bawal). There is also a small temple and grave of a muslim pir. On the west side of the fort there is a long and narrow wall-
like fortified spur called Vinchukata in Marathi (scorpion sting) because of its natural shape.

Visapur Fort is larger and also higher than Lohagarh fort. Now in ruins, its history is closely linked with that of Lohagarh. Making use of its higher position, the British
troops in 1818 AD set up their canons on Visapur and bombarded Lohagarh, forcing the Marathas to leave the fort. Lohagarh has a long history. It was occupied by
many dynasties: Satavahanas, Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas, Yadavas, Bahamanis, Nizamshahis, Mughals and Marathas. Lohagarh was captured by Shivaji in 1648 AD,
but by theTreaty of Purandar he had to surrender it to the Mughals in 1665 AD. It was recaptured by Shivaji in 1670 AD and was used for keeping the treasury. Then
on, the fort remained with the Marathas. Ultimately Lohagarh-Visapur was taken over by the British in 1818 AD.

Pictures : The steep approach to Lohagarh (above, left) and steps leading to one of its main gates (inset). Distant view of the pathways leading to the top of the fort
and the Pavana river in the background (above, right). The intricate pattern of the main doorways of Lohagarh, as seen from the top of the fort (below).
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6. Sindhudurg Fort

Sindhudurg fort stands on a rocky island, known as Kurte, barely a km. from the Malavan coast. Malavan is 510 kms south of Mumbai and 130 kms north of Goa.
Sindhudurg was built in 1664-67 AD by Shivaji when all his attempts to take the island fort of Janjira proved futile. The construction was done under the supervision
of Hiroji Indulkar, an able architect. Shivaji had invited 100 Portuguese experts from Goa for the construction of the fort. It is also recorded that 3000 workers were
employed round the clock for three years to build Sindhudurg. It was the booty from the sack of Surat that went into the building of Sindhudurg.

One of the best preserved forts of the Marathas, the 48 acre Sindhudurg fort has a four kms long zig-zag line of 9 metres high and 3 metres wide rampart with 42
bastions. Apart from the huge stones, the building material involved 2000 khandis (72,576 kgs) of iron for erecting the massive curtain wall and bastions. A notable
feature is that the foundation stones were laid down firmly in molten lead.

The fort is approachable from the Malavan pier by a boat through a narrow navigable channel between two smaller islands of Dhontara and Padmagad. The main
gate, flanked by massive bastions, faces the city. On the parapet, close to the entrance, under two small domes Shivaji’s palm and footprint in dry lime are preserved.
Also, in the fort there is the Shivaji temple - the only one of its kind in the country - where the image of Shivaji is without a beard ! Inside the fort there are some
temples, tanks and three wells. It also houses some twenty Hindu-Muslim hereditary families. On a rocky island between Sindhudurg and the coast stood the small fort
of Padmagad, now in ruins. It acted as a screen for Sindhudurg and was also used for ship-building.

After Shivaji, Sindhudurg passed through the hands of Rajaram-Tarabai, Angres, Peshwa and the Bhosales of Kolhapur. It was briefly captured by the British in 1765
AD and was renamed by them as ‘Fort Augustus’. Later in 1818 AD, the British dismantled the fort’s defence structures.

Pictures : Sindhudurg from the eastern side; the main gate is hidden behind the two bastions (above). Outside the southern wall there is a small beach, called Ranichi
Vela in Marathi, where Tarabai used to enjoy her sea-bath (below).
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7. Kulaba-Alibag Fort

Built on a rock island near Alibag town, 112 kms south of Mumbai, the Kulaba fort is an imposing structure, measuring roughly 275 metres from north to south and
100 metres from east to west. At low tide one can walk across to the fort. The height of the fort-wall varies from 6 to 8 metres at different places. It has a wide parapet
with 17 bastions. The main gateway of the fort, called Maha Darwaja, is in the north-east corner and faces the city. The teak-door had strong iron-spikes driven in
them. There is also a small gate on its southern side. The masonry of the fort is without lime mortar. Inside the fort there is a fresh water tank, a well and several
temples, the Ganapati temple being still in good condition. In the northern corner of the parapet, there still stand two English canons facing the open sea. To the south
of the fort was a ship-dock, visible even now at low-tide.

The Kulaba fort was Shivaji’s last construction and was completed almost on the eve of his death in April, 1680. It attained importance under the Angres and was the
main base of the Maratha navy. It had palaces for the members of the Angre family, houses for their officers and storing arrangements for grain and other necessities.
None of the buildings have survived. The rule of the Angres, who were also known as Kulabkar, came to an end in 1840 AD.

To the north of the main fort there is a small fort-like structure called Sarjyakot, sometimes referred to as the 18th bastion of Kulaba. Sarjyakot was constructed to
answer the artillery of Hirakot situated on the Alibag shore.

Pictures : The Maha Darwaja of the Kulaba fort (above). The southern gate of the fort (below), and the two English canons on the parapet facing the open sea (inset).
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8. Kondana-Sinhagarh Fort

Sinhagarh fort, whose earlier name was Kondana or Kondhana, stands 20 kms south-west of Pune. Perched on an isolated cliff of the Bhuleswar range of the Sahyadri
mountains, its height above.sea-level is 1380 metres. Given natural protection by its very steep slopes, the walls and bastions were constructed at only key places. It
has two gates - the Kalyan Darwaza in the south-east and the Pune Darwaza in the north-east.

Sinhagarh has a long history. It was captured from the Koli tribal chieftain, Nag Naik, by Muhammad bin Tughlaq in 1328 AD. Three centuries later, Shivaji wrested
it away by bribing the commander, but by the Treaty of Purandar (1665 AD) had to cede the fort to the Mughals. Sinhagarh was the scene of one of the most daring
exploits in Maratha history when, in 1670 AD, it was recaptured by Shivaji’s forces under Tanaji Malusare, who laid down his life in the battle. On his death, a
saddened Shivaji said, “The fort is won, but the lion is gone !”” Whereupon the fort got its new name : Sinha (lion) gadha (fort). Finally the British seized the fort from
the Peshwas in 1818 AD, destroying its almost all ancient monuments. Only the traditional gates and broken walls remain now.

The upper surface of the fort is undulating and retains few buildings. Ruins of temples, tombs and towers are scattered about. Near the gorge is a monument (samadhi)
commemorating the bravery of Tanaji. There is also a tiny tomb of Rajaram, Shivaji’s son, who died here in 1700 AD. Also, there are few bungalows, including that
of Lokamanya Tilak.

In the Maratha period, Sinhagarh played the crucial role of defending Pune. Today the National Defence Academy (Kharakwasla) trains its army cadets right under
the shadows of Sinhagarh. '

Pictures : Sinhagarh fort with its Kalyan gate flanked by two ruined bastions, and the Pune Darwaza (inset).
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9. Shivaneri Fort

Shivaneri hillfort, birth-place of Shivaji, is near Junnar town, about 85 kms north of Pune. Situated on a 300 metre high isolated hill, the fort is triangular in shape. The
wide base of the fort is towards the south and the narrow point is towards the north. The ascending path to the fort is defended by seven gates, the fifth one being
armoured with anti-elephant spikes. The fort has several rock-hewn cisterns and ponds, of which two large ones are known as Ganga and Jamuna. Today, there are
only a few structures remaining in the fort. At one end there is a ruined stable and at the other end a mosque of the Mughal period. The house where Shivaji was born
(in February, 1630 AD) has been recently restored and a temple with statues of Shivaji and Jijabai, called Shivakunja, has also been built. Sir Richard Temple in his
book “Shivaji and the Rise of Marathas’ wrote about Shivaneri :  You will see what a rugged precipitous place this is and what a fitting spot it was for a hero to be born
in!”

The Shivaneri hill, on which the fort is built, has a long history going back to the Satavahanas. There are remains of rock caves on all the three faces of Shivaneri,
which show that it was a Buddhist centre during the first three centuries AD. After the Satavahanas, the Shivaneri fort was occupied by the Shilaharas, the Yadavas,
the Bahamanis and the Mughals. In 1599 AD the hillfort was granted to Shivaji’s grandfather, Maloji Bhosale and passed down to Shahaji. Though Shivaji was born
here, he had to surrender the fort to the Mughals and could not take it back in his lifetime.

The Shivaneri cluster of forts, comprising Harishchandragarh, Junnar, Jivadhan, etc., was very important strategically, because it controlled the ancient Nane Ghat
Pass.

Pictures : One of the seven gates of the Shivaneri fort (above), and the central hilltop at the centre of the fort top (inset). The Kamani mosque in the fort (below, left),
and the restored birth place of Shivaji (below, right)
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10. Purandar Fort

Purandar is about 40 kms south-east of Pune and some 10 kms south-west of Sasawad. Perched on a gigantic mountain mass, its height above sea-level is 1398 metres
and about 700 metres above the plain at its foot. It really comprises two fortresses : Purandar, the stronger and more important of the two, and Vajragarh, a small sister
fort situated on a ridge running out east of it. Purandar has two parts : the upper part or Balekilla with precipitous sides all around and the lower part or machi about
300 metres above the plain. On the north side of the lower part there is a broad terrace comprising the cantonment area of the fortifications. There are many
monuments, old and new, on the terrace. Towards the east of the terrace, beyond a narrow ridge, lies the fort of Vajragarh, also called Rudramal.

From the cantonment area of the terrace a winding path leads to the upper fort. The approach is commanded by the Dilli Darwaza, the main gate. The most important
monument on the summit of the hill is the old temple of Kedareshwar.

The history of the Purandar fort goes back to the 13th century. The Bahamani Sultans in the 14th century built here some walls and bastions. From 1484 AD, for about
a hundred years, the fort remained in the hands of the Nizamshahi rulers. In 1596 AD, the fort was given as Jagir to Maloji Bhosale, grandfather of Shivaji. However,
Shivaji had to struggle very hard to establish his control over the fort in 1646 AD. In 1665 AD, Purandar was besieged by the mighty Mughal forces under the
command of Jai Singh and Dilir Khan. In the ensuing battle Murar Baji Prabhu, the gallant commander of the fort, was killed. Shivaji, under a treaty, had to surrender
to the Mughals his 23 forts, including Purandar and Vajragarh. At the lower fort a statue of Murar Baji Prabhu_has been installed in his memory.

Purandar was recaptured by Shivaji in 1670 AD. Later it became a favourite retreat of the Peshwas. Purandar was captured by the British in 1818 AD. During the
Sec_ond World War, the British kept here the German war prisoners. Dr. H. Goetz, one of the German prisoners, thoroughly studied Purandar and wrote a monograph
on it. After Independence there also functioned a National Cadet Corps (N.C.C.) Training unit at the top.

Pictures : A distant view of Purandar from the eastern side (above). Gateway leading to the upper portion of the fort (below).
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11. Vijayadurg Fort

Vijayadurg, situated 48 kms south of Ratnagiri, is one of the strongest marine forts on the west coast of India. It is also an excellent harbour. Built on a hill on the
mouth of Vaghotan river, the fort was protected on three sides by the sea and on the east side by a ditch, now filled up. After crossing the front gate on the east, the path,
skirting round the massive middle wall, enters the hidden inner gateway. The strong triple line of fortifications had 27 bastions, some of them two-storeyed. Within the

citadel there were many buildings and storehouses, now all in ruins except a structure called Rest House. For the supply of water there were several wells and large
tanks.

In recent years a submerged wall 100 metres east of the fort has been discovered. The under-sea wall is 3 metres high, 7 metres wide and 122 metres long. How and
why this sea-wall was built is not clear. On the bank of the Vaghotan river, about 3 kms from the fort, there was a wet dock where the Marathas used to build and repair
their ships.

Vijayadurg is an ancient site. Initially known as Gheria, it was enlarged by the Bijapur rulers and then strengthened and enlarged in the mid-17th century by Shivaji,
to whom it owes its triple line of fortifications, towers and also its new name, Vijayadurg - Victory Fort. During the time of Kanhoji Angre (1667-1729 AD), the naval
chief of the Marathas, the fort was so strong and firmly held that it successfully withstood assaults of the European maritime powers. Later in 1756 AD it fell to the
combined operations of the English and the Peshwas. However, it remained in the hands of the Peshwas till 1818 AD when finally it was surrendered to the English.

Pictures : Front view of the Vijayadurg fort with fishing boats in the bay (above), and the southern fort-wall with bastions (below).
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12. Panhala Fort

Panhala or Panhalgarh, about 19 kms north-west of Kolhapur, is possibly the largest and most important fort of the Deccan. Roughly triangular in shape, the hillfort
stands at a height of about 850 metres and has a circumference of approximately 7.25 kms. Half of its length is protected by a natural scarp reinforced by a parapet
wall and the remaining half is surrounded by a strong stone wall strengthened with bastions. The fort had three magnificent double walled gates, out of which two
have survived. The Teen Darwaza to the west is an imposing and powerful structure. There are a number of ruined monuments in the fort. The most impressive among
them are the three huge granaries. The largest among them, the Ganga Kothi, covers nearly 950 sq m space and is 10.7 metres high. In the north-east corner there is
a double story building, called Sajja Kothi, where Shivaji had imprisoned his errant son, Sambhaji.

Panhala was the capital of the Shilahara king Bhoja II during 1178-1209 AD. It was successively held by the Yadava and Bahamani kings. In 1489 AD, the fort and
the territory was taken over by the Adil Shahi dynasty of Bijapur. Shivaji seized the fort in 1659 AD. It was from here that Shivaji, when encircled by the forces of
Siddi Johar, escaped one rainy night to Vishalgarh. Later, the fort remained with the Marathas, except for a short period in between, when it went to the Mughals. The
fort remained with the Kolhapur State till India achieved independence.

The famous Marathi poet Moropanta (1729-94 AD) was born and brought up at Panhala. There is also the samadhi of Ramachandra Amatya, the author of Ajnapatra,
an important work on statecraft, including fort construction. Today, Panhala is a sort of hill station and provides all the necessary facilities for tourists.

Pictures : The Teen Darwaza gateway from outside (above, left), and the Shringara or Andhara Bava (step well) in the fort (above, right). One of the granaries in the
fort (below, left) and the Sajja Korhi (below, right).
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13. Ajinkyatara-Satara Fort

Satara hillfort, also known as Ajinkyatara, is very close to the south of the Satara city. Situated 994 metres above sea level, the fort has a east-west length of about
1000 metres and a breadth of about 500 metres. In its heyday the fort was protected by a strong masonry wall with bastions. There were two gates. The main gate,
made formidable by high buttresses, is close to the north-west corner, now approachable by a pukka road. The small gate in the south-east corner was a postern one.
Inside the fort there were tanks, wells, buildings, temples and stores, all in ruins now. Today there is a wireless relay station located at the top in the fort.

According to an inscription dated 1192 AD, the Shilahara king Bhoj II, who ruled from Panhala, constructed at least 15 forts around Satara-Kolhapur, which included
among others, the Ajinkyatara or Satara fort. The fort was extended and renovated by Bahamani Sultans. Captured by Shivaji in 1673 AD, the fort played an
important role in his military operations. When Aurangzeb took it over in 1700 AD he named it ‘Azamtara’, after his third son Prince Azam. The name ‘Ajinkyatara’
might be a corruption of Azamtara. Recaptured by the Marathas in 1701 AD, the fort was the seat of the Bhosale Rajas of Satara from 1749 to 1848 AD when the state
was annexed by the East India Company.

Pictures : View of Ajinkyatara from the eastern side, and the main gateway of the fort (inset).
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14. Suvarnadurg Fort

The island fort of Suvarnadurg stands close to Harne in Ratnagiri District, a natural harbour famous for fishing and its marketing. A very strong fort, its walls are cut
out of solid rock and the ramparts are raised by using huge square blocks. No mortar was used in the walls. The fort has many bastions and a postern gate on the
western side. The hidden main gate opens towards the east. It has on its threshold a carved figure of a tortoise and on the side wall, that of Maruti (Hanuman). Inside
the fort there were several buildings, water tanks and a place for ordinance. All the buildings are now in ruins.

The fort was probably built by the Bijapur kings in the 17th century. Captured and strengthened by Shivaji, it became a stronghold of Maratha navy and remained with
the Peshwas till 1818 AD. It was one of the main naval bases of the Angres.

Gova, Kanakadurg and Fatehgarh forts on the mainland are separated from Suvarnadurg by a narrow channel. The small Gova fort was stronger than the other two.
It has two gates, one towards the land and another towards the sea. On the wall of the sea-gate there are carved figures of a tiger, eagle and elephants. The old
buildings inside the fort are in ruins.

Kanakadurg has the sea on three sides. Nothing remains of the fort, except two broken bastions. There is a light house at its highest point. Fatehgarh is in complete
ruin. Most probably, these three small forts were built by Kanhoji Angre (1667-1729 AD) to protect Suvarnadurg from the land route.

Pictures : A distant view of Suvarnadurga from the Gova fort (above), and a wall with a bastions of the Gova fort (below).
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15. Tryambak and Chakan Forts

Tryambak or Brahmagarh hillfort, overlooking the holy temple of Tryambakeshwar, is 32 kms south-west of Nasik town. The fort was built on a high hill with steep
scarps to its each face. Besides, it was fortified by walls and bastions. There are only two gateways. The main southern access is through the steep steps (about 300
in numbers) cut out of a near vertical scarp and passing through rockcut gates. The northern access is through only a single gate approached by a narrow passage with
steps cut from the rock. The fort is now in ruins. From the top of Tryambak, one can have a grand view of the Harihar, Anjaneri and a few other hillforts.

Being in the category of Devagiri, Tryambak fort seems to be of Rashtrakuta-Yadava origin. After the Yadavas (1271 AD) it was occupied by the Nizamshahi sultans,
the Mughals and the Marathas. Tryambak and its cluster of forts provided cover to upper Konkan and so was of strategic importance. In 1818 AD, when Tryambak
was taken over by the British with a tough fight, the surrounding forts surrendered without any resistance. The river Godavari originates from the Tryambak hill.

Chakan village and its landfort is 29 kms north of Pune. Nearly square, the fort was protected by a strong wall with bastions and comer towers surrounded by a moat.
There was also an inner wall. The fort is now in ruins.

Thc Chakan fort is quite old and was occupied by several powers. An Abyssinian chief is said to have made the first fortification in 1295 AD. In 1595AD, it was given
in jagir to Shivaji’s grandfather, Maloji Bhosale. An important event occurred here when the fort was captured by Shaista Khan in 1660 AD. Being on the shortest
route from Ahmadnagar to Konkan, Chakan was a place of great strategic importance. The fort was captured from the Marathas by the British in 1818 AD.

Pictures : A distant view of the Tryambak hillfort (above), and the ruined ramparts and bastions of the Chakan landfort (below).
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16. Vasai Fort

Vasai, also called Bassein, lies about 48 kms north of Mumbai just across the Ulhas river. The fort in the old city was the headquarter of the Portuguese in the north,
next in importance to Goa. The coastal land-fort of Vasai was surrounded by sea on three sides and to the landside it had a moat which was filled by sea-water. Its 4.5
kms long strong stone wall had 11 bastions. The fort had two gates - the westward land-gate and the eastward sea-gate. There was also a small citadel in the fort. Well-
equipped with water-tanks, store-houses, armoury, etc., the fort also had fields for growing grains and vegetables. All the old structures inside the wall are now in
ruins.

Vasai came into prominence when the ancient harbour of Sopara (now Nalsopara village, 10 kms north of Vasai) became unfit for use. However, Vasai continued to
be a trading centre. A small fort-like structure was erected here in 1533 AD by Malik Tughan, the commander of Bahadur Shah, Sultan of Gujarat. In 1534 AD, the
Portuguese forced Bahadur Shah to cede Vasai in perpetuity. Here, first they constructed the citadel (Balekilla), and then in 1590 AD, the present fort with its ramparts
and other structures came into being. For the next about 150 years Vasai enjoyed opulence and prosperity. The Portuguese built here magnificent houses, convents,
churches and an orphanage. Only the Hidalgos (Portuguese nobles) were allowed to reside within the fort walls. Vasai was the main naval base and a sort of ship-
building centre of the Portuguese. The end came in 1739 AD, when Chimaji Appa, Peshwa Bajirav’s brother, stormed the fort and captured it with great loss of life.
It was here in 1802 AD, the Peshwa Bajirav II signed the infamous “Treaty of Bassein” which virtually dissolved the Maratha Confederacy. Finally, the fort and the
city of Vasai was ceded to the British in 1817 AD.

Pictures : The eastward sea-gate of the Vasai fort (above), and a close view of the sea-gate (inset). A ruined monument in the fort (below, left). Gate of.a church in
the fort (below, right).
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17. Devagiri-Daulatabad Fort

Devagiri (Daulatabad of the later period), 11 kms north-west of Aurangabad, is famous for its formidable hillfort. The fort is situated on an isolated cone-shaped hill
rising abruptly from the plain to the height of about 190 metres.The fortification constitutes of three concentric lines of defensive walls with large number of bastions.
The noteworthy features of the fort are the moat, the scarp and the sub-terranean passage, all hewn of solid rock. The upper outlet of the passage was filled with an iron
grating, on which a large fire could be used to prevent the progress of the enemy. The Chand Minar, the Chini Mahal and the Baradari are the important structures
within the fort.

The Chand Minar, about 63 metres in height, was erected by Alauddin Bahman Shah in 1435 AD to commemorate his conquest of Daulatabad. Opposite the Minar
is the Jumma masjid, whose pillars originally belonged to a temple. Close to it, there is a large masonry tank. The Chini Mahal at the end of the lower fort is the place
where Abdul Hasan Tana Shah, the last king of Golconda, was confined by Aurangzeb in 1687 AD. Nearby is a round bastion topped with a huge canon with ram’s
head, called Kila Shikan or Fort breaker. The Baradari, octagonal in shape, stands near the summit of the fort. The principal bastion at the summit also carries a large
canon.

Though the city of Devagiri was founded in 1187 AD by the Yadava king Bhillam V, the fort was constructed during the reign of Singhana II (1210-46 AD). It was
captured by Ala-ud-Din Khalji in 12 94 AD, marking the first Muslim invasion of the Deccan. Finally in 1318 AD, Malik Kafur killed the last Yadava Raja, Harapal.
Then in 1327 AD, Muhammed -bin-Tughluq sought to make it his capital, by transferring the entire population of Delhi and changing the name from Devagiri to
Daulatabad. Then it was in the possession of the Bahamanis till 1526 AD. The fort remained in Mughal control till Aurangzeb’s death in 1707 AD., when it passed on
to the Nizam of Hyderabad. The famous Ellora Caves are just 16 kms away from Devagiri-Daulatabad.

Pictures : View of Devagiri fort and its citadel (top left) from the top of its entrance gate (above), and the Chand Minar (inset): Courtyard of the Jumma masjid, with
old carved pillars (below, left), and the Kila Shikan canon with ram’s head (below, right).
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18. Ballalpur, Chandrapur and Manikgarh Forts

Situated in Chandrapur (old Chanda) district of Maharashtra, all the three forts are of tribal origin. Ballalpur, now known for its coal mines and paper mills, is 16 km
south-east of Chandrapur, the district headquarters. Ballalpur was the capital of the Gond king Khandakya Ballalshah during 1437-62 AD. The landfort, that he built
here on the eastern bank of the Wardha river, is square in shape with walls and bastions. There are still two intact gates set at right angle to each other. There is also
a small postern gate on the river side. The fort walls are still intact, but all the old buildings are in total ruins.

The credit for establishing Chandrapur also goes to Khandakya Ballalshah. When the capital was shifted from Ballalpur to Chandrapur, the Ballal kings built here
an extensive landfort with high walls and bastions. The fort had at its four cardinal points four impressive gates. The original buildings have vanished, but the gates
and a portion of the wall still exists. Chandrapur was annexed by Raghuji Bhosale of Nagpur in the middle of the 18th century. Finally the fort was captured by the
Britishers in 1818 AD. Now an industrial town, Chandrapur is also famous for its old Mahakali temple.

Manikgarh, made famous by a newly established cement factory near by, is about 35 kms south-west of Chandrapur. Built by tribal Naga kings in the 9th century, the
Manikgarh hillfort stands at the height of 507 metres above sea-level. It was strongly fortified with walls and bastions. There were several tanks and buildings inside

the fort. Today, the fort is in complete ruins and has become a sanctuary for wild animals. A pukka road through a dense forest leads very close to the gateway of the
fort. Nearby is an old temple of Vishnu.

Pictures : The Wardha river-side rampart and bastion of the Ballalpur fort (above, left). The main gate of the Ballalpur fort from inside (above, right). The ruined
gate-way of the Manikgarh hillfort (below, left). A portion of the rampart of the Chandrapur fort (below, right).
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19. Balapur Fort

Balapur, a taluka town, is 26 kms from Akola, the district headquarters. Situated at the junction of the rivers Man and Mhais, Balapur is a historical town and has a
massively built fort, probably the strongest in Vidarbha and Khandesh regions of Maharashtra. The fort was started in 1721 AD by Azam Shah, the son of Emperor
Aurangzeb, and was completed by Ismail Khan, the Nawab of Ellichpur (now Achalpur, Amaravati District) in 1757 AD. The fort is in a reasonably good condition
and today houses some government offices.

Situated on a high ground between the rivers, the fort has very lofty walls and bastions built of the best brickwork of its time. The fort has three gateways, one within
the other. The outer or the lower fort is a decagon with a bastion at each angle, and above it rises, by the height of its walls, the inner fort which is a pentagon, each
angle having a bastion, as in the lower fort. The innermost walls are 3 metres thick and their ramparts are pierced with numerous slits at three different angles for the
discharge of missiles. Inside the fort are three wells and one mosque. During the rains the fort gets surrounded by floodwater except at one point. The temple of Bala
Devi, from which the town has derived its name, lies just under the fort on the southern side.

The Ain-i-Akbari mentions Balapur as one of the richest paraganas of the Subha of Berar. Murad, the son of Akbar, settled at Balapur after acquiring it from the
Ahmadnagar kingdom. At that time Balapur was famous for its artistic articles manufactured from the stone quarried from the local river. It had also acquired wide
fame for the production of quality cloth and paper.

Pictures : Balapur fort from across the river (above, left). Main gateway of the Balapur fort leading to the inner courtyard (above, right). Upper and lower walls and
bastions of the Balapur fort (below, left). The innermost wall and gateway of the Balapur fort (below, right).
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20. Gavilgarh Fort

Gavilgarh fort is situated on a 1103 metres high lower Satpuda range, now under the Melghat Tiger Project. It is 2.5 kms south-east of Chikhaldara, a popular hill-
station, and about 30 kms north of Achalpur, the old capital of Berar, now a taluka town. Gavilgarh took its name from the pastoral Gavalis who, centuries ago, had
a mud fort on this hill. The new fort was built by Ahmad Shah Wali, the ninth king of the Bahamani dynasty in 1425 AD. In 1488 AD, the fort was repaired and
extended by Fateh-ullah Imad-ul-Mulk, the founder of Imadshahi in Berar.

Gavilgarh has two levels, the outer fort being slightly lower than the inner one. This outer fort has a third wall which covers the approach to it from the north. The fort
has two main gateways, the Delhi Darwaza, between the inner and outer fort, and the Fateh Darwaza, the south-western gate, built by Fateh-ullah Imad-ul-Mulk. The
most conspicuous of the remains in the fort is the great mosque which stands upon the highest point towards the south side of the inner fort. Built in the Pathan style
of architecture, the mosque has seven arches in its facade. Of the two minarets, the one at the north-eastern angle of the building still exists. Its square canopy, with
very exquisite stone lattice-work, rises little above the domes of the mosque. There were not less than eight tanks in the fort, two of them still in good condition. There
still remain in the fort several canons, the one at the southern end being the largest.

Gavilgarh has a long history. The saying was : “One who controls Gavilgarh, controls Berar.” After the split of the Bahamani kingdom, it passed through many hands.
It was with the Imadshahi in 1488 AD, the Nizamshahi in 1574 AD, the Mughals in 1599 AD and the Marathas in 1754 AD, before it fell to the British in 1803 AD.
Gavilgarh was dismantled in 1858 AD lest it should be seized by Tatya Tope, who in that year attempted to break from the Satpuda hills into the Deccan in order to
stir up the country for the independence movement.

Pictures : The mosque in the Gavilgarh fort (above). The northern outer wall and gateway of the Gavilgarh fort (below).
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21. Narnala, Akola and Achalpur Forts

Narnala fort, standing upon an isolated hill of the Satpuda range, is 18 kms north of Akot, a taluka town in Akola district. It is 973 metres above sea-level and consists
of three distinct hill forts : Jafarabad in the north-east, Narnala, the principal fort, in the centre, and Teliagarh in the south-west. It was protected by a curtain wall about
9 metres high with 67 bastions and six large gates. The Shahnur or “Mahakali” gate, built by Fateh-ullah Imad-ul-Mulk in 1487 AD, is a notable example of Sultanate
architecture. The white sandstone gateway has Arabic inscriptions on it and is flanked upon on either side by galleries and rooms, probably for guards, but the most
striking feature of the gateway is the overhanging balconied windows, two on either side. Within the fort are a number of tanks and cisterns, a large cannon, known
as nau-gazi top, an old palace, an armoury, a baradari, a mosque and other buildings, all in ruins.

According to tradition a very old fort, Naranala was repaired by Ahmad Shah Bahamani around 1425 AD, and in 1487 AD it came under the control of Fateh-ullah
Imad-ul-Mulk, the founder of Imadshahi at Ellichpur, now called Achalpur. During Akbar’s rule, Naranala was a Suba. Naranala was captured by Parsoji Bhosale I
in 1701 AD and remained with the Marathas till it was taken over by the British in 1803 AD.

The fort at Akola situated on the bank of the Morna river was constructed by Asad Khan in 1697 AD during the reign of Aurangzeb. Much of the fortifications have
crumbled down, but the remains of a palace can still be seen. Some of the old bastions have been repaired and the main area of the fort has been converted into a public
park.

The history of Achalpur, formerly known as Ellichpur, could well be said to be the history of Vidarbha (Berar) itself. Nawab Sultan Khan, the first of his dynasty, built
the fort at Sultanapura in Achalpur on the south the bank of the Sarpan river in about 1754 AD. Much of the part of the fort is now in completely dilapidated condition.
The city was fortified by Sultan Khan’s son Ismail Khan by a huge and solid rampart wall of masonry with four gates. Most of the fortifications and the gates are still
intact,

Pictures : The Shahnur or Mahakali gate of the Narnala fort (above, left). The overhanging balconied windows on the left flank of the Mahakali gate (above, right).
The remaining high tower of the Akola fort (below, left). A gate flanked by two bastions of the Achalpur fort (below, right).
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22. Ahmadnagar Fort

One of the most well planned and strongly built, the Ahamadnagar land-fort is situated in the centre of the cantonment in the eastern part of the city. Oval in shape,
the fort is about 1.70 km in circumference and is strengthened by 24 bastions. It is surrounded by a moat, now dry, about 30 metres wide and 4 to 6 metres deep, and
beyond it there is a wooded glacis. The massive curtain wall, built of cut stone masonry, rises above 25 metres from the bottom of the ditch. The two entrances to the
fort could be reached only after crossing the moat over the suspension drawn bridges. Inside the fort there are some old and new buildings, fairly in good condition.
Presently the fort is under Indian military command .

The Ahmadnagar fort was built by Husain Nizam Shah in 1559 AD. The fort was besieged by the vast Mughal army in 1596 AD, but the garrison led by Chandbibi
valiantly defied the attack for four months and the Mughals had to beat a retreat. In the next attack in 1600 AD, the fort was captured by Akbar. It remained with the
Mughals till 1759 AD, when it was sold to Sadashiv Bhau, the cousin of the third Peshwa. In 1797 AD, the fort was assigned to Daulatrao Shinde, from whom it was
captured by General Welleslay in August, 1803. Finally, under the Treaty of Pune (June, 1817 AD) the fort was handed over to the British by Bajirav Peshwa IL

The Ahmadnagar fort was often used as a royal prison, both by the Marathas and the British. Nana Phadnis, who was instrumental in imprisoning many Maratha
noblemen in this fort was himself locked up in the fort by Daulatrao Shinde. During the Quit India Movement of 1942, the entire Congress Working Committee was
detained here. Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru wrote his famous work Discovery of India while in confinement at the Ahmadnagar fort.

Pictures : The main entrance to the Ahmadnagar fort with its two gateways placed at right angles (above). The outer gate (only its upper half) is on the left side and
the inner gate is the front one. A water-outlet on the left wall of the inner gate with a sculpture of a tiger trampling on an elephant (inset, above). A portion of the
massive wall of the fort with a bastion; the moat on the left is grown with babul/ and other trees (below).
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23. Mahur Fort

Mahur village, also called Mahor, is 40 kms north-west of Kinwat town in Nanded district in the Marathawada division of Maharashtra. Earlier Mahur was a big city
and a Suba of southern Berar. Situated on an eastern branch of Sahyadri mountains, the hillfort here is very old and exists at least from the time of the Yadavas. It was
subsequently occupied by many powers — the Gonds, the Bahamanis, the Adilshahi and the Nizamshahi rulers and finally the Mughals and their vassals. The fort on
its three sides is girded by the Painganga river. :

The fort, built on top of two adjoining hills, was protected by walls, ramparts and bastions. It had two main gateways — one on the southern side and the other on the
northern side. The northern gate is still in a reasonably good condition, and so is its southern rampart nearly five metres wide. The fort had a palace, a mosque, a
granary, an armoury, etc., now all in ruins. At the centre of the fort, there is a big tank call Jjalatalav.

Being situated on the main route from the north to the Deccan, Mahur has a long history. There is evidence to show that Mahur, ancient Matapur, was an important
place at the time of the Satavahanas and the Rashtrakutas. The Renuka temple on an adjoining hill was built by the Yadavas. After remaining with the Gond rulers for
some time, Mahur passed on to the Bahamanis in the 15th century and was made a Suba. In the 16th century, Mahur, being strategically placed at their centre, faced
a lot of fire from the infighting between the Nizamshahi, Adilshahi and Imadshahi rulers. Then in the early 17th century, Mahur became a part of the Mughal empire
and came to be ruled by their Subedars. When Shahjahan rebelled against his father Jahangir, he took refuge in the Mahur fort along with his wife and children,
including 6 years old Aurangzeb.

About 2 kms from Mahur bus-stand, there are two Elephanta type (situated on an island near Mumbai) rock-cut caves of the Rashtrakuta period.

Pictures : Remains of rampart and a bastion on the south-western side of the Mahur fort, and its northern gate, called ‘Hathi Darwaja’ (inset). Behind the bastion, on
another hill, is the Renuka temple.
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24. Pauni and Nagardhan Forts

Pauni, in Bhandara district, is 82 kms south-east of Nagpur. The present town, about three kms south-west of the Wainganga river, is engirdled by medieval
fortifications embellished by imposing gateways, of which those situated to the west are almost intact. The majestic fortifications, which at some places are extant to
a height of about 20 metres, were encircled by a moat of about 20 metres in width. The ancient moat has now turned into a small seasonal lake and is called
Balasamudra. The fort was constructed by the Gond ruler Bakht Buland in the early 18th century and was taken over by Raghuji Bhosale I around 1740 AD.

Pauni, an ancient place, has yielded the relics of one of the greatest Stupas of India and definite evidence of a flourishing Buddhist establishment. The Pauni rampart
has yielded the copper plate grant of Pravarasena II of the Vakatakas who ruled over this region. So, it is possible that the clay core of the rampart goes back to a period
much earlier than the medieval.

Nagardhan, ancient Nandivardhan, the first capital of the Vakatakas, is 34 kms northeast. of Nagpur and about 5 kms south of Ramtek, famous for its fortified hill
temple. :

The present land fort at Nagardhan, probably built by Raghuji Bhosale I around 1740 AD, must have served the purpose of guarding the eastern approaches to
Nagpur. Square in shape, it has an outer rampart with bastions and had an inner wall surrounding the buildings. The main gate, still in good condition, is on the north-
west side. In the fort there is a temple below the ground level and the idol is placed on a ledge of a well like structure.

Not far away from the present fort there is a place where big sized bricks of ancient periods are often discovered. This is said to be a site of the capital-cum-fort of
the Vakatakas.

Pi_ctures : A distant view of the Pauni fort with the ancient moat, now turned into a seasonal lake (above). Wide rampart and high parapet of the fort (inset). Front wall
. with a bastion and the main gate of the Nagardhan fort (below). The main gate (inset).
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Forts of Maharashtra

Author : Gunakar Muley

“Forts are the chief protection of a kingdom”

—The Ajnapatra, an early 18th century treatises on
Maratha polity, written by Ramachandrapanta Amatya

Introduction

Maharashtra is a land of forts. Nowhere in the country one would
encounter such a profusion and variety of forts. The network of forts
throughout its territory has shaped the character of its people. Maj.
Graham in his Kolhdpur Report says, “a stronghold upon every hill as if
inviting the inhabitants to depend upon themselves instead of upon the
sovereign’s support and encouraging in each petty chieftain that spirit of
independence, which is so striking a characteristic of the natives of the
southern Maratha country.”

Similar view is expressed by Sir Jadunath Sarkar in his
monumental work Shivaji and his Times :"The Maratha people’s inborn
love of independence and isolation was greatly helped by Nature, which
provided them with many ready-made and easily defensible forts close
at hand, where they could quickly flee for refuge and whence they could
offer a tenacious resistance. Unlike the Gangetic plain, this country could
not be conquered and annexed by one cavalry dash or even one year's
campaigning. Here the natives had the chance of making a long struggle
against superior numbers and, as often happened, of recovering their
own when the invader was worn out”

The 350 odd forts of Maharashtra stand as silent sentinels to
the history and success of the Marathas, particularly during the 17th
century. The forts played a paramount role in the foundation, expansion
and preservation of Maratha power. They served as strategic posts and
their peculiar constructional features as weapons of warfare. Grant Duff
(1789-1858), the first comprehensive historian of the Marathas, wrote :
“There is probably no stronger country in the world than the Deccan
from the military defence point of view."

Forts in Literature and Sculpture

The fort as an important organ of the body politic has been
recognised since ancient times. The Kalika Purdna warned : “Kings must
construct adequate forts. The Agni Purdna enumerated seven limbs for
the body of any sovereign realm as : the king, the minister, the nation,
the fort, the treasure, the army and the friend. The Durga-Vidhana chapter
of the Matsya Puréna relates to the subject of Durga or the king's fortified
city including the royal palace. It describes six kinds of forts as below :

1. Dhanva Durga — A fort having a desert or marshy area for its
defence.

2. Mahi Durga or Sthala Durga — Fortress built mostly on the
ground.

3. Jala-Durga — A fort surrounded by some river or lake. There
are many Jala-durgas or marine forts in Maharashtra.

4. Vana-Durga — A fort built in the midst of a forest.

5. Giri-Durga — A fort having mountainous defences. This was
considered the best of all. Most of the forts of Maharashtra are

Giri-durg type.
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Representations of fortifications in sculpture

6. Nara-Durga — A fort in the midst of brave people who could
serve the king in good stead in times of need.

The subject of forts has received great attention in the
Arthasastra of Kautilya. The author states that the defence of the state
is based on the fort (durga) and the army (danda), and of these two
durga is more important. The durga, according to Kautilya, represents
the fortified capital of the state, where the king, if hard pressed by a
strong enemy, can entrench himself and withstand a siege over a long
period. The Arthasdstra mentions four types of fortresses, with protection
secured by water (jaladurga), mountain (giridurga), desert (dhanvadurga)
or forest (vanadurga). Kautilya considers the first two types of forts the
most important and gives details about their construction. It is also stated
that the fort should have plenty of supplies stored in it and that there
should also be secret means of escaping from it in case of need.

The Nitisara by Kamandaki, a post-Mauryan treatise narrating
the elements of polity, includes durga in the seven elements of state,
and states : “A king without a fort is as helpless as clouds driven by
storms. A fort worth the name should have sufficient arrangement for
water and provisions as well as abundant stocks of weapons and other
implements of war, strong garrisons of heroic soldiers and adequate
secret shelters and outlets.”

The word ‘fort' is from the French ‘fortis’ which means ‘strong’.
According to the Amarakosa, the Sanskrit words for fort are : pura, durga
and kotta. The word pura occurs even in the Vedas and stands for a sort
of fortified settlement. However, the most appropriate word for fortification
is durga from durgamam, meaning inaccessible. Durgas are mentioned
in the Mahabharata, the Rdmayana and the Manusmrti. Also, there exist
a number of treatises which describe the types of durgas and their
architecture. Among them the most important are: Mayamata, Méanaséra,
Samararigana-Sdtradhdra, Sukranitiand Yukti-Kalpataru of king Bhoja.
Some works describing forts were also written in the Bahamani and
Maratha periods. They are : Akdsabhairavakalpa, Budhabhisanam,
Sivabhérata, and AjAdpatra, the last one, written by Ramachandrapanta
Amatya in 1715 AD, being the most important for understanding the
Maratha forts.

Walled towns are also depicted in several ancient sculptures
from places like Bharhuta, SaficT and Amaravati. At Sanci, a strong wall
made of bricks or well-cut stones is shown running round the city. It has
battlements on the top. Persons carrying bows and arrows, clubs and
swords, are clearly seen at Safci. Fort towers can be observed in the
sculptures from Mathuré and SancT. Also shown are gates or gate-houses.
The gateway of Kusinara was fairly high and could provide a passage
for an elephant with its rider. A Safici scene shows a woman coming to
take water from the moat (parikhd). The Arthasédstra lays down that
crocodiles and lotus plants should be grown in the parikha, so that no
enemy may swim across them with impunity.

Harappan Forts

In the Indian subcontinent, the earliest traces of fortifications
belong to the Indus civilization, dated between ¢. 2600 BC to ¢. 1800 BC.
About a dozen Indus towns have yielded evidences of town-walls. The
major Indus cities, such as Harappa, Mohenjo-daro and Kalibangan,
consist of two distinct elements : on the west a ‘citadel’ mound built on a
high podium of mud brick, and a ‘lower city’ consisting of the main
residential area. In some cities, such as Harappa, only the citadel was
fortified, while in others, such as Kalibangan, lower city also had a town-
wall. Not only for their residential structures but also for their fortifications
the Harappans used mainly bricks — both of the sun dried as well as
baked variety. The walls were very thick and gates were flanked with
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bastions. The ramparts served a dual purpose - local security and
protection from flood.

Ancient Indian Forts

After the fall of the Harappans, fortified cities re-emerge in the
country roughly around 600 BC. Rajagrha (present Rajagira in Bihar),
the earlier capital of Magadha, had a rubble wall of considerable height
running atop its surrounding hills; today it is only partially preserved at
the base. The fortification here was essentially for defensive purpose.
Then in the 4th century BC the site was deserted in favour of Pataliputra
(modern Patna). Megashthenese, the Greek ambassador to the court of
Chandragupta Maurya, states that the capital Pataliputra was protected
by wooden ramparts that had 64 gates and more than 500 towers. Actually
these wooden ramparts might be wooden parapets erected over the
earthen walls.

FeetiayR 5 # g g
Main gate of Ballalapura fort
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Ruins of Akola fort

Plan of fortification at Ujjain

Most of the important towns in North India were situated on the
bank of perennial rivers. These towns were enclosed with huge ramparts
consisting of heaps of earth and bricks. Ujjain and Kausambrt had such
gigantic defences. At Ahicchatra the earthen wall was topped by a 3-
metre high brick wall. Other places like Vaisali and Rajghata (Varanasi)
had earthen ramparts around them. Si$upalagadha in Orissa had a
rampart defensive in purpose. It was built in the 3rd century BC. Roughly
square in plan, the rampart had a tower on each corner and two gates in
each side.

Fortified towns and cities in South India are of slightly later in
date than the Ganga valley fortifications. In Andhra Pradesh a number of
places have revealed town walls. Nagarjunakonda on its southern side &
had a fortified‘citadel’ trapezoidal in area. The southern side was protected
by a hill and there were two gateways, one in the western side and the §
other in the eastern side. It is observed that the ramparts in the southern
cities are smaller in size.

The Séatavahanas ruled over Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh
from c. 200 BC to ¢. 240 AD. The Greek writer Ptolemy (2nd century AD)
tells that there were thirty walled towns in their empire. The history of
some of the hill-forts around Junnar, such as the Sivaneri fort, birthplace
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Intricate pattern of the doorways of
Lohagadha hill fort
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of Shivaji, can certainly be taken back to the Satavahana period.

In the Gupta-Vakataka age, the political climate being
comparatively peaceful, fortification seems to have become less
important. It is only after the disintegration of the Gupta empire, when a
number of region-based kingdoms were established in the country, that
the construction of various types of forts received fresh impetus. In the
Deccan a new era of fort-building activity started in the 7th-8th century
AD.The early Calukyas built a hill-fort at their capital Badamr in Karnataka.
Then the Yadavas and the Silaharas, who ruled over Maharashtra and
the adjoining areas in the 11th-12th century, gave much prominence to
hill-forts. The Yadavas selected the impregnable Devagiri fortress as their
capital and the Silaharas established their capital at the Panhala hill-fort
near Kolhapur.

The Devagiri fort was captured by Ala-ud-Din Khilji in 1294 AD,
marking the first Muslim invasion of the Deccan. Nearly half a century
later, in 1347 AD, the Bahamani rule was established in the Deccan.
They introduced several new elements in the traditional fort architecture.
The Bahamanis were followed by the Marathas, who renovated and
strengthened the existing forts and also built some new ones of various
types. These are the “Forts of Maharashtra” we have to discuss in some
detail. But before that it would be worthwhile to have a look at the physical
features of Maharashtra and its history.

Maharashtra : Physical Features

The State of Maharashtra, with its total area 3,06,345 sq. kms,
extends between 22.1 and 15.8 degrees north latitude and 72.6 and
80.9 degrees east longitude. The present population of the state is nearly
nine crores and Maréathi is the most widely used language.
Physiographically, Maharashtra consists of two main divisions : (1) The
Deccan Plateau, and (2) the Konkana plain. The plateau is one mass of
basaltic lava which erupted and spread over the ancient land surface
some 100 million years ago. A long period of denudation and weathering
have given a characteristic topography to the land. Residual hills, often
towering high into series of terraces, and punctuated by peaks, and basins
forming river valleys, have sprung up. The eastern drier parts of the
plateau have developed into the famous ‘black cotton soil’.

The coastal strip of Konkana is believed to be a platform of
marine denudation raised to form a narrow plain nowhere more than
about 85 kms wide. It is neither uniformly level nor straight, nor equally
fertile. At times the western spurs of the Sahyadri reach up to and
sometimes into the sea.

The most dominating feature
of Maharashtra is the Sahyadri range
or the Western Ghatas, running north-
south, close to the western coast. Its
length is about 640 kms and the height
varies from 900 to 1660 metres. The
width varies from 10 to 20 kms. One
striking feature of the Sahyadri is the
large plateau on hilltops at many
points. In olden times, these became
the famous hill-forts which played an important role in the history of
Maharashtra, and also in the history of India.

Formed of steep and successive ranges, the Ghétas (also called
ghatamatha in Marathi) are almost impassable except through some well-
defined gorges which have formed the passes (called ghatas in Marathi)
connecting the Deccan plateau and the Konkana. In historical times, every
ruler had to have a fort to control these passes. This area, therefore, has
a large number of hill-forts.
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Distant view of Purandara
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Another physical feature of Maharashtra is that the transverse
ranges of the Sahyadri are shooting eastward, in between the river valleys.
The main ranges are : the Mahadeva ranges between the Krishna and
the Bhima, the Balaghata ranges between Bhima and the Godavarf,
and the Satamala-Ajanta ranges between the Tapi-Purna valleys and
the Godavari basin.

Between the Sahyadri and the Plateau there is a narrow strip
called Mavala (literally, the land of the setting sun) in Marathi. This belt is
neither as high as the Sahyadri ranges on the west, nor as flat as the
Plateau on the east. This area formed Shivaji's main base. The people of
the Méavala area, called Mavales, became Shivaji's faithful companions
and brave soldiers.

Towards the east of the Mavala strip there is the gently sloping
flattish land — the Plateau, called Desa (plain) in Marathi. It is interspersed
by rivers and hill ranges. These, however, proved no barriers to the
invaders from the North. True, the plains were richer and happier to live
in, but they were also exposed to the dangers of invasion and many
battles were fought on them. Almost all ruling dynasties of ancient
Maharashtra had their capitals in the Plateau. It was only Shivaji who
established his capitals, first at Rdjagadha and then at Rayagadha, in
the Sahyadri.

Maharashtra is watered by many rivers —Tapi, Godavart, Bhima,
Krishna, Wardha and Wainaganga. Other rivers are smaller streams
ultimately merging into one of the main rivers. The Tapi, with the Pirna
pouring into it, flows westward into the Arabian Sea. The Tapi rises in
the eastern Satpudas and the Parna in the Gavilagadha hills. The basin,
comprising part of Vidarbha and Khandesh districts, has a number of
forts on either side of it.

Godavari, the most important river of Maharashtra, rises at
Tryambakeshwara, runs across Maharashtra and ultimately empties into
the Bay of Bengal. The Godavarm basin stands out prominently in the
religious, cultural and political history of Maharashtra. Wardha and
Wainaganga rivers, before meeting the Godavari, between them water
the Vidarbha and the south-east region of Maharashtra.

The Krishna river rises in the Mahabaleshwar hills. It has two
major tributaries — the Bhima and the Paficaganga. Embracing Satara,
Kolhapur, Sangli and Sholapur districts, the Krishna basin, though not all
fertile, formed the strong, fighting and conquering arm of Shivaiji. In the
last quarter of the 17th century when the powerful Mughal army led by
emperor Aurangzeb in person, descended on the Deccan to destroy the
Maratha kingdom, it was the Krishna basin that came to the rescue of
Maharashtra.

The climate in Maharashtra varies a great deal. Whereas Western
Maharashtra has a temperate climate, the Deccan Plateau has a more
varied one — quite cold in winter and very hot in summer. The general
climate along the Konkana coast is hot and humid. Four centuries ago,
when the forest cover was much denser, the rainfall was much greater
and temperature much lower. In the monsoons, the forts of the Sahyadri
were almost unapproachable and remained isolated.

History of Maharashtra

The history of Maharashtra is of great antiquity. For our purpose,
however, it is unnecessary to go beyond the occupation of Maharashtra
by the Mauryas, some 2300 years ago. The terms maharathi (male) and
mahatathini (female) occur in the inscriptions from the caves at Kanheri
and Bedasa assigned tentatively to the 1st century BC. The land occupied
or controlled by the mahérathis may have come to be called Maharashtra.
It should also be noted that the name Vidarbha (Berar) is very old. It was
one of the earliest settlement of the Aryans in the South.
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The appellation‘Deccan’, apparently based on‘Dakhan’, derived
from Daksinapatha (meaning ‘the southern road’), can claim a higher
antiquity. From about 500 BC, Daksinapatha seems to have been a
general name for the country south of the Narmada up to Kanyakumari,
Later this term of wider significance began to be replaced by the name
‘Maharashtra’.

The earliest dynasty to claim Maharashtra as a part of its empire
was that of the Mauryas. The Nandas seem to have extended their sway
to the Deccan, and Chandragupta Maurya (circa 324-300 BC), who
supplanted the Nanda dynasty, may be presumed to have held parts of
the Deccan. Mauryan rule over the Mumbai and Konkana region comes
only during the time of Asoka (circa 274-232 BC). A fragment of Asoka's
Rock Edict was found at Sopara (ancient Surparaka). At that time Sopara
and Caula (Campavati) — now on the outskirts of Mumbai — were the
most flourishing coastal trade centres and seats of Buddhist learning. A
Maurya dynasty ruled in Konkana as late as the 7th century AD.

The successors of the Mauryas in the Deccan were the
Satavahanas, who described themselves as Daksindpathapati (Lords of
Daksinapatha). Before them Nahapana, the Saka-Ksatrapa, had occupied
the Mavala region and the Nasika area in Maharashtra. The Satavahanas
recovered these territories from Nahapana around 124 AD under
Gautamiputra Satakarni. The Satavahanas rose to power in the last
quarter of the 3rd century BC, soon after the death of Asoka. Later, they
extended their rule into Andhra. Their rule in parts of Maharashtra
continued till about the first quarter of the third century AD. The history
of some of the forts in the Satamala range north of Nasika certainly
goes back to the period of the Satavahanas. This range and the region
around has one of the densest concentration of formidable hill-forts.

The Abhiras were the successors of the Satavahanas. According
to inscriptions from Kanheri and Nasika, the Abhira king I$warasena
seems to have established his dynasty around 250 AD. The Abhiras or
Ahiras or Gavalis (i.e. cowherds community) ruled northern Maharashtra
(Khandesh and part of Vidarbha) for some time. The fort of Afjaneri,
near Nasika, was their capital. Their name is also associated with the
strongholds of Gavilagadha in Amaravati district, Asiragadha near
Burhanpur and Thalaner on the bank of- Tapi.

The next important dynasty to rule over parts of Maharashtra
was that of Vakatakas, contemporaries of the imperial Guptas. The
dynasty split into two branches with the main branch ruling in the Nagpur
area and the other with its centre in Vatsagulma (modern Vasima in
Vidarbha). Being peaceful time, they do not seem to have constructed
new forts. However, a part of Ajanta was begun under the Vakataka
rulers of the Vatsagulma branch and inscriptions in Cave 16 and 17
mention this dynaszy.

Upon the decline of the Vakatakas, the centre of political power
shifted to the Calukyas of Badami. Later, at the time of Pulakesina I
(619-42 AD), practically all of Maharashtra became Calukya territory.
But the Rastrakita king Dantidurga overthrew the Calukyas around 752

'AD and established his dynasty which soon, under his successors, Krishna

I, Govinda Il and Dhruva, became an imperial power. The matchless
Kailasha temple at Verula (Ellord) and the superb hill-cum-land fort at
Devagiri, at least its scraping, came into being at the time of the
Rastrakitas.

The Rastrakitas had ceased to exist by about 975 AD. Then
followed the rule of three Silahara families, all feudatories of the
Réstrakitas. One family ruled over North Konkana, another over South
Konkana and the third one over the Kolhdpur and Satara region. The last
and greatest ruler of the third line was Bhoja Il who ruled from Panhala
fort from ¢.1175 to ¢.1215 AD. From an inscription dated 1191-92 AD,
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Various types of spikes used on fort gates.

Sometimes the gateways of the forts are wide and high enough
to provide passage for elephants with their howdahas. Usually the doors
were made of thick timber, and fitted with long iron spikes. There were
guardrooms on both sides of these doors. A strong timber bar was used
to keep the doors closed.

Some fort gates had sculpture decorations on the frontal side.
A common motif, called Gajasardula, shows a tiger or lion trampling on
elephants. In another motif, the Gandabherunda, shows a lion or tiger
standing with small elephants under each of its hind feet and a two-
headed eagle under its front feet. Although these motifs can be seen on
the gates of many forts, their origin and purpose is not clearly understood.
Some of the fort gates constructed during the Bahamani period have
Arabic inscriptions on their arches.

Bastions or towers, the
projecting parts of the fortification,
were built along the entire perimeter
and invariably on either side of the
gateway. Great care was taken in
strengthening the ramparts and the
gates with massive bastions,
generally semicircular in shape. areft gre, e ffegt

Another feature of a hill fort Pali gate, Rajagadha hill fort
was the maci — a level ground near the top or between the top and the
foot of the fortress. A long and specious ground on the hill, maci has
been described as the trunk of the fort. Being well fortified, maci was as
good as an independent fort.

Hill forts were also equipped with metas — a small observational
post on the slope of a fort. There were often more than one mefa on the
way leading to the fort. These watch-posts were without fortifications.

The crown of the hill fort was the ‘citadel’, called bala-e-killa in
Persian and bélekilla in Marathi. Perched on the highest spot of the hill,
citadel was the inner fortified area where the king or the fort commander
stayed. The most famous example of a well fortified citadel is that of
Rajagadha. The citadel there had a state office (sadar), residential quarters
for the royal personages, a small market and ample supply of water from
the Brahmarsi tank. The hill forts of Purandara, Torana, Pratapagadha,
etc. also had their well protected citadels. Some land forts also had their
inner enclosers where the palace of the king was protected by walls and
bastions.

A fort could not be called formidable if it was not provided with
copious supply of water and food. Amatya has rightly emphasised the

A sl a, weman g

Two English guns, Kulaba sea-fort
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Old gateway of Pratapagadha fort
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Sardula motif, Pratdapagadha hill fort
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importance of water supply on a fort, as he says, “after first finding out if
there is water in the place, then a fort should be built ... Tanks should be
made on the cliffs of forts in places where there is black rock having no
cracks. If there is even a small crack,
it should be seen that by applying
cdnam (lime mortar) no leakage takes
place. Highest priority was given to the
construction of tanks, wells, cisterns
and store houses for grains, and they
were often cut out of rock. The
Gangasagara reservoir at Radyagadha
and the rock-hewn Ganga-Jamuna
cisterns at Sivaner are still in good
condition. The three huge granaries :
(ambarakhanas) at Panhala are still | 4

intact; the largest among them, called m L R
Ganga Kothi, covers nearly 950 sq. el areht ‘siur A, gew g
metres space and is 10.7 metres high. ‘'Andhara Bava' step-well, Panhala fort

Marine Forts and Maratha Navy

Situated between Sahyadri ranges on one side and the Arabian
Sea on the other, the narrow Konkana strip stretches from Daman in the
north to Goa in the south. Though Konkana is a rugged and hilly area,
historically it had always been associated with the Deccan Plateau. It
has numerous creeks, rivers and bays, and there was ample supply of
teak for shipbuilding. Therefore, right from the early historic period we
have records of some flourishing seaports on the Konkana coast, the
two most famous being Sopara (ancient Sarparaka) near Vasai and
Bharuch (ancient Bharukaccha) on the mouth of the river Narmada.

In the medieval period, much of the Korkana sea trade passed
into the hands of the Arabs. With their superior navy they captured the
overseas trade in this area. Then in the early fourteenth century a group
of daring Abyssinians, who had embraced Islam, captured the island
rock of Janjird ( from the Arabic word Jajird meaning ‘island’) guarding
the mouth of the Rajapuri Creek. They fortified Janjird and made it their
capital and naval base. They were supported by the Sultans of Bijapur
and Ahamadanagar and the Mughals, as and when the occasion arose.
The Abyssinians, called Siddis, helped these powers but always opposed

‘the Marathas.

The overseas trade from Arabia to Indonesia was a monopoly
of the Arabs till it was broken by the Portuguese. In 1510 AD, Albuquerque
conquered Goa. Soon after the Portuguese occupied Chaul, Vasai
(Bassein), Daman and other strategic seaports. The overseas trade
between Europe and south-east Asia became Portuguese monopoly.
Then, in the seventeenth century came the English, the Dutch and the
French who erected their warehouses on the west coast of India.

The Mughals were a land-based power. They neglected building
up a navy. The Sultanates of Bijapur and Ahamadnagar were gradually
becoming powerless. In the coastal strip of Korikan the Portuguese were
a well established sea power, and the Dutch and the English had their
trading centres. The Siddis of Janjira were playing havoc with sea
communication and the people of the Konkan coast.

It was under such circumstances that Shivaji thought of
conquering the Konkan and extend and establish his sovereignty over
the sea. He launched a programme of shipbuilding and capturing sea
forts. Ships were built at Kalyan and Panavel. He had several
engagements with the Portuguese and the English. But Shivaiji, in spite
of his several attempts between 1658-78 AD, failed to capture the island
fort of Janjira of the Siddis.
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Shivaji spent huge sums on
the construction of ships and naval
forts. He constructed at least a dozen
coastal forts. Sindhudurg, close to
Malavana coast, was the most
formidable of Shivaji's new
constructions. Other important sea forts
which received his attention were
Koéba, Suvarnadurga andVijayadurga.
These were renovated and their
fortifications strengthened. However, Shivaji had not the means and leisure
to build bigger ships and look beyond the coast to the open sea. What is
important is that he founded the Maratha navy. Shivaji can well be
acclaimed as the father of the Indian navy.

When Sambhaiji, Shivaji's son, also failed to capture Janjira he
built an island fort, called Karhsa, just 9 kms north of Janjira. But Karnsa
did not play any important role in the Maratha history. Sambhaiji's efforts
to check the Portuguese were not successful.

Maratha navy blossomed
under the leadership of Kanhoji Angre
(1667-1729 AD). Recognising
Kéanhoji's talents, Shahu, Shivaji's
grandson, put him in charge of the
Maratha navy. Kanhoji built a strong
fleet and strengthened several sea
forts. Vijayadurg and Koléba near
Alibag were his main bases. Kanhoji
repulsed several attacks of the
European sea powers. However, he
could not contain these foreign
powers. His control over the coastal
waters did not extend north of
Mumbai.

Kanhojr's successors failed
to have cordial relations with the Peshwas. The Peshwas, in return, took
the help of the East India Company to destroy the Angres. The result
was the decline of the Maratha navy.

The Peshwas, being busy in their northern adventures, were
dependent mainly on their cavalry. The forts of Maharashtra, particularly
the hill forts, were not of much use to them. In the Peshwa period, the
forts were mainly used as administrative headquarters and also as
prisons. In the later Peshwa period they were also used as safe resorts
for hiding from the British forces.

By 1818 AD, almost all the forts of Maharashtra were captured
by the British. Of what use were now these Maratha forts for the British
rulers? There were two alternatives. One was to preserve and garrison
them. The other was to destroy them. Mount Stuart Elphinstone, who
was an authority on the Maratha affairs, writes : * It is evident that 1hgse
forts if kept up must be extremely expensive bothin gqrrison and prows!on
and repair and if merely abandoned by us could be liable to pe occupied
by insurgents and hill bandits, and being almost all exceedingly strong,
might require a regular army to reduce them. It seemed, therefore,
necessary to destroy them..."

Thus, most of the forts of Maharashtra were systemgtically
dismantled, their defences and approaches were blown up and their water
reservoirs destroyed.

The north Indian forts did not receive such treatment from the
British. Why? Because the British finally took over the country from the
Marathas, and they feared them the most.

Maha Darawaja, Kulaba sea fort

FEr A (1667-1729°F )
Kanhoji Angre (1667-1729 AD)
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A ruined gate atVasai fort
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Kamani mosque, Sivanerifort
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One of the main gates of Lohagadha fort
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* #* *

Today most of the forts of Maharashtra are in utter ruin. Still,
much can be salvaged and preserved for history and posterity. The history
of these forts is the history of Maharashtra — of the last two thousand
years.
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Ajinkyatara-Satara fort
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Bhoja Il constructed at least 15 forts around Satara-Kolhapur, which
included among others, Ajifikyatara-Satara, Bavada and Visalagadha.
Panhala fort, perhaps, was an earlier construction. Ultimately, Singhana,
the mighty Y&dava king of Devagiri, invaded the Silahara kingdom,
captured Panhala fort, and taking Bhoja Il captive, threw him into prison
on the same fort.

The earlyYadavas were feudatories of the Rastrakitas. Bhillama
Il (c. 975-1005 AD) is the earliest Yadava ruler so far known from his own
grant. However, it was the powerful Yadava king Bhillama V (1185-93
AD) who founded the city of Devagiri and having got himself crowned
there in ¢. 1187 AD, made that city his capital. Devagiri was more centrally
situated and was in the heart of Maharashtra. By the end of the 12th
century, north-western Deccan also had come under the rule of Yadavas.
It was during the reign of king Singhana Il (1210-46 AD) that the Yadava
empire reached the zenith of its power and prestige.

About the authorship and date of the Devagiri fort, there is
difference of opinion among scholars. Stuart Piggot attributes ‘this colossal
piece of work’ to Bhillama V, who made Devagiri his capital. But
construction of such marvellous and impregnable fort must have taken a
long time. It is likely that the fort was constructed during the reign of
Singhana 1. Later, when the fort fell into the hands of Muslim rulers, they
introduced many changes into it.

Another significant fort of the Yadava period is at Ankar in the
Nasik district. The fort rises 274 metres above the plane. As in the case
of Devagiri fort, the rock was scarped on its four sides making them
smooth and inaccessible. The accent to the fort is very difficult. At one
time it had seven lines of fortifications, perhaps the maximum among the
Deccan forts. About a kilometre north-east of Ankar is the satellite fort
Tankai which was used as storehouse for the main fort. The forts of
Tryambaka and Harihara near Nasik, in all probability, belong to the
Devagiri category and thereby of the Rastrakita-Yadava origin.

The first attack by the armies of the Delhi Sultans on the territory
to the south of the Narmada was made in 1294 AD by Ala-ud-din Khiljr,
who captured Devagiri and compelled Raja Ramachandra, the Yadav
ruler, to surrender. The end of the Yadava kingdom came in 1318 AD,
and it was followed by a series of Muslim dynasties.

After the fall of the Yadavas, two new powers were established
in the Deccan : the Vijayanagar empire in 1326 AD and the Bahamant
kingdom in 1347 AD. Rayari fort, later named as Rayagadha by Shivaji,
finds mention in the 14th century Vijayanagara records. However, it is the
Bahamani dynasty which is more important in the context of our theme —
the forts of Maharashtra. The Bahamanis, who later were split into five
branches — Nizamshaht of Anamadnagar, Adilshdhi of Vijapur, Imadshahi
of Ellichpur (Vidarbha), Kutbashah of Golkunda and Baridshaht of Bidar
— built and renovated many forts in the Deccan.

The Bahamanis introduced many changes in the style of fort
architecture based on the Turkish and Persian styles. It was in this period
that gunpowder came to be used in warfare in Europe and Central Asia.
Its introduction in India made several
changes necessary in the construction
of ramparts, parapets, bastions,
barbicans, etc. Fortified towns rather
than the hill-forts became the pivots
of the new defensive system. The
Bahamanis established new towns on
open plain land and got them
formidably fortified. Fortified towns like
Ahamadnagar, Bidar, Vijapur and
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Wall of Ahamadanagar fort
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Baradari, Devagiri fort
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A distant view of Tryambaka hill fort



forartt a wfd, fergget e
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Shivaji's palm-print, Sindhudurga fort
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Gulbarga acquired great importance during the Bahamani period. The
Bahamanis did ‘not pay much attention to the hill-forts, the exceptions
being Mahara, Sivaneri and Sirmhagadha. Shivaji took advantage of this
very situation and built his new kingdom mainly with the help of the
Sahyadri hill-forts.

It should also be noted that not all the forts of Maharashtra are
the creation of the famous dynasties and the Marathas. Quite a number
of them, particularly in northern Khandesha, Vidarbha and the Chanrapur-
Nagpur region, were constructed by tribal rulers, such as the Gavalis
and the Gondas.

Shivaji Bhosale

In the last quarter of the 16th century western Maharashtra
witnessed the rise of the Bhosales, the Maratha family in which Shivaiji
was born. Méloji, the grandfather of Shivaiji, was holding the jagir (fief)
around Pune and command of the forts of Sivaneri and Cakana, under
the Nizamshahi. Shahaiji, the son of Maloji and father of Shivaiji, initially
acted as the chief defender of the NizamshahT and then shifted his services
to the Adilshah of Bijapur, serving the Mughals for a short period in
between. Adopting fort-oriented military strategy, Shahaji fought many
battles employing the guerilla technique of warfare. This strategy was
further improved by his son Shivaji, who created a new Maratha kingdom
based mainly on forts.

Shivaji, indeed, was a fort-native. He was born at the fort of
SivanerT on 19 February 1630. Sir Richard Temple in his book Shivaji and
the Rise of the Marathas writes of SivanerT : “You will see what a rugged
precipitous place this is and what a fitting spot it was for a hero to be
born!” Shivaji was coronated (1674 AD) and breathed his last (1680 AD)
at the Rayagadha fort. His two sons, Sambhaji and Rajarama, were also
born at forts, the first one at Purandara and the second at Simhagadha.
Out of his 50 years' (total 18,306 days) not-so-long life, Shivaji spent at
least 8557 recorded days at one or the other fort.

Shivaji grew up amidst the hills and valleys of Pune district. The
western belt of the Pune district, running along the Western Ghatas for a
length of about 150 kms and a breadth of 20 km to 35 kms, is known as
Mavala, the Sunset Land, and the hardy people living there as Méavales.
Extremely rugged, the Mavala strip has a series of table-lands cut on
every side by deep winding valleys. Each valley boasted of a high hill
crowned by a fort or fortress, providing good defence to the people. The
Mavala belt became the cradle of Shivaji’s activities and the Mavales
formed the backbone of his army.

Young Shivaji had developed passionate attachment to this
Mavala country. Initially with Dadoji Kondadeva (Shivaji's guardian and
manager of his Pune jagir, who died in March 1647 AD) and afterwards
independently, he trekked the Mavala territory widely and became familiar
with its every nook and corner. Barthelemmy Carre, the Director General
of the French East India Company during 1668-73, wrote, “Geography of
which he (Shivaji) has mastered and to such an extent as to know not

merely all the towns including the smallest villages of the country, but
even the land and the bushes of which

he has prepared very exact charts
The desire to possess forts
and establish his Swarajya must have
occurred to Shivaji around 1645 AD,
when he was barely fifteen-years old.
He chalked out his strategy. In 1646
AD, young Shivaji with a small
following silently occupied the Torana
fort, about 40 kms south-west of Pune.
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A distant view of Simhagadha fort
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A distant view of Pratapagadha fort
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This first capture was followed by Kond&na, which was renamed as
Simhagadha in 1647 AD. Then Shivaji took possession of the forts of
Purandara and Murumdeva, the second one later renamed as Rajagadha
which remained his capital till 1670 AD.

Thus, well set on the career of a brilliant and determined warrior,
Shivaji concentrated his energies on capturing the existing forts,
renovating and strengthening them wherever necessary and building new
ones when occasion arose. The Bahamanis had erected a chain of forts
on the borders of their kingdom to protect it from the Mughal power in the
north and the Vijayanagara empire in the south. Shivaji also took great
care in choosing the location of a fort for a definite strategic purpose. The
chains of forts that Shivaji created formed his lines of defence.

Types of Forts

During the early Maratha period there existed about 350 forts in
Maharashtra. In most of the contemporary documents they have been
classified into three types : (i) Sthaladurg (Ground fort), (i) Giridurga
(Hill fort), and (iii) Jaladurga (Marine fort). The AjAdpatra also mentions
only these three types of forts. But Poet Paramananda, a contemporary
of Shivaiji, in his Sivabharata added one more type — Vanadurga (Forest
fort).

Forest Forts

Forest fort did not mean a fort constructed in the forest, but
‘forest’ itself. The dense forests in the Sahyadri provided shelter to the
Marathas and also assisted them in conducting forays and assaults. The
forest trees with their dense foliage were very important both in defence
and offence. For example, the way to Visalagadha was through a dense
forest along the narrow gorge known as Ghoda or Pavana khinda (pass).
It was this forested pass that helped Shivaiji in his safe escapement from
Panhala to Visdlagadha. In 1661, when the Mughal army entered the
densely forested Umbarakhinda, Shivaji by secret and rapid marches
came up with them, and cutting off their lines of advance and retreat,
forced the Mughal commander Kar Talab Khan to surrender. Ajidpatra
emphatically equated the defence of the fort with the preservation of the
forest round it and warned that, ‘conscious efforts should be made to
grow this thicket and not a single stick from it be allowed to fell'.

Ground Forts

As we have mentioned earlier, the ground forts were given more

importance in the Bahamani period. But Shivaji did not pay much attention |8
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to them. The main reason was that he concentrated on acquiring and .

constructing hill-forts in the narrow Mévala and Kofikan strips. Another
reason was that most of the ground forts of Maharashtra, such as Paréanda,
Naladurga, Solapur, Ahamadnagar, etc., were in the firm control of the
Muslim rulers. Kalyana and Cakana were important ground forts, but
they were in the hands of the Mughals. Shivaji understood the significance
of Cakana as a guarding fort for Pune, acquired it in his early career, but
lost it to the Mughals in 1660 AD. Shivaji did not possess many ground
forts.

Hill Forts

The Bahamanis did not attach much importance to the hill forts
and treated them as mere outposts. Shivaji, on the other hand, considered
the hill forts of crucial importance for his programme of Swargjya. And,
Sahyadri offered the most suitable natural topography for this type of
forts. “The whole of the Ghéts and neighbouring mountainous often
terminate towards the top in a wall of smooth rock, the highest points of
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Main gate of Nagaradhana fort
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Citadel gate, Purandara hill fort
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Main gate, Ajinkyatara-Satara fort
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which, as well as detached portions on insulated hills, form natural
fortresses, where the only labour required is to get access to the level
space, which generally lies on the summit. Various princes at different
times have cut flights of steps or winding roads up the rocks, fortified the
entrance with a succession of gateways, and erected towers to command
the approaches; and thus studded the whole of the region about the
Ghats and their branches with forts.” (Quoted in J. Sarkar’s Shivaji).

Hill forts played a pivotal role in the establishment and protection
of the Maratha kingdom. At the young age of fifteen, Shivaji launched a
movement of capturing the hill forts of the Deccan. These he repaired
and strengthened, and also built several new ones. Being well acquainted
with fort architecture, Shivaji paid great attention to their location,
construction of defences and establishing their chains in and around his
kingdom. A foreign biographer of Shivaji has pointed out that he
understood the art of fortification better than the ablest engineers. Shivaiji
had two able architects to help him in fort construction — Moropanta
Pingale and Hiroji Indulakara. He was also prepared to employ foreign
experts by paying them higher wages than usual.

Shivaiji's ideas about forts are well reflected in the AjAapatra of
Amatya. Forts were generally built on strategically important hills of
considerable height and not easy of access. Shivaiji is said to have said :
“The fort's approach should be easy for friends and impossible for foes."

The approach to some of the
Deccan forts was very difficult. The
hill forts of Devagiri, Dhodapa and
Hatagadha were provided with
subterranean passages. In some
forts, such as Pracitagadha and
Bahirugadha, summits could be
approached only by means of a
ladder. Some hills forts had naturally
scarped summit, but some, such as
Satara-Ajinkyatara and Panhala, are
built on artificially scarped sides.

“There should not be a
higher point near the fort amongst the surrounding hills,” stressed Amatya.
If there was a high hill near a hill fort it was generally destroyed. But at
some places the adjacent hills were converted into smaller forts. Examples
are the Lohagadha-Visapura and Purandara-Vajragadha fort-pairs.

The most important part of a fort is its fortification wall. In the
case of hill forts, the necessity of curtain walls was always determined
by the nature of the hills. Some hill forts had additional fortification walls
called cilakhata or ‘armour’ from inside running along the fortification
walls of their mécis. Such double walled cilakhatas can be seen at
Pratapagadha and Rajagadha. Parapets, one to two metre high, were
built along the edge of a rampart to protect soldiers from the fire of an
enemy in front. Parapets were provided with loop-holes, merlons and
embrasures.

The gates are generally arranged at strategic points on the steep
and winding path of ascent of a hill fort. Amatya lays down certain norms
regarding the construction of gateways. According to him, the gates of a
fort should be built in such a way that they are not in the way of
bombardment from below. He warned that to have one gate to the fort is
a great drawback. The single entrance to the Devagiri fort was its strength
as well as its great drawback. Amatya, therefore, suggested that according
to needs of the fort, one, two, or three gates and similarly small secret
passages should be provided. The suggestion closely resembled the
principle followed by Shivaji. There are four gates to the Rajagadha fort.
Simhagadha had two and Purandara was provided with four.

qegTea] g A FAT-EI
A gateway of Panhala fort
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Fort Glossary

Fortress : A very large construction specially designed for defence of a
place against enemy attack.

Fort : From the French word fortis, meaning 'strong'. A small fortress.

Citadel : Called bali-e-kila in Persian and balekild in Marathi, it is the
highest portion of the works of a hill-fort. Citadel was the inner fortified
area where the king or the fort commander stayed.

Rampart : A flat-topped defensive wall which surrounds the fort. The
wide surface at the top can be used for patrolling or taking up positions.

Wall : A high defensive structure narrow and rounded at the top with no 4

flat surface. It cannot be used for observation or patrolling.

Cilakhata : Literally meaning 'body-armour', indicated a closely set dou- |

ble line of curtain walls, the second line being higher than the first. Exam-
ples of cilakhata exist at Rajagadha and Pratapagadha.

Parapet : Also called Battlement. This is a 1 to 2 metre high wall built
along the edge of a rampart to protect soldiers from the fire of an enemy
in front.

Loop-holes : Called jarigyain Marathi, they are made into the parapet to
enable the defenders to fire upon the enemy below.

Merlons : The alternate high parts of a parapet between the embrasures
(see below). They afforded protection to the soldiers standing behind it
and firing through the loop-holes.

Embrasures : Openings made into the parapet for observation and firing.

Machicolations : Openings made in the floor of a projecting gallery on
the top the gateway for dropping solids or liquids on an attacking enemy.

Bastions: A kind of tower at the angle of a fortification projecting outwards
from the wall or rampart. Generally semicircular, they were built along
the entire perimeter and invariably on either side of the gateway. Their
main purpose was to provide continuous fire on any advancing enemy
line from end to end.

Moat : A deep trench round a fortified place, often filled with water. It
was for keeping the enemy away from the fort walls.

Glacis : A gently sloping earthen mound built round the outer edge of a
moat.

Traces of glacis can still be seen at the Ahmadnagar land-fort.

Gateway : An opening in a wall or rampart for communication. In hill-
forts there was usually one massive gate and an inner gate placed at
right angle to the first. Often there were a succession of gates, as at
Sivaner fort. The passage between the gates was generally crooked or
zigzag. In the case of hill-forts, like Rayagadha, the massive bastions
flanking the gates replaced the right-angled or crooked gateways. The
doors of the gate were made of thick timber, and fitted with iron spikes to
counter the battering of elephants.

Barbican : A projecting watch-tower over the gate of a fort.

Nagarakhana : A gallery at the top of the gate where musicians played
at fixed hours.

Postern : A small back door made into the wall of a fort.

Scarp : A near vertical rock face or cliff either natural or artificially made.

A gateway of Acalapura fort

STy febet

Balapura fort
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Maci (from Sanskrit marica): A level ground near the top or between the
top and the foot of a hill. Being well fortified, macis were as good as an
independent fort.

Meta : A small observational post on the slope of a fort. Generally, a
meta was a flat piece of land on the road leading to the fort. There were
often more than one meta on the way leading to the fort.
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CREATIVE ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS ANDTEACHERS
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The 24 picture-cards provided in this package can be displayed in the
classroom or any prominent place in the school. The pictures may be
stuck on cardboard with the title and description in regional languages. It
can also be studied in-depth with activities that bring out the educational
value of Indian art and architecture. The teachers can work with a few
pictures at a time ensuring students' enjoyment in learning by involving
them in some activities suggested below :

In a large outline map of India, mark the sites of various forts of our
country. Find out the location of the forts given in the pictures in this
package.

Make a study of the forts in India and collect information about the kings
and emperors who built these forts.

— Climate of the location of the fort.

— Natural surroundings, rivers, mountain range and the flora and fauna.
— People who built and lived in these forts, their occupation, etc.

— Music, dance, drama, craft, etc. of the period.

— Customs, regional festivals and associated myths.

— Make sketches/rough outlines of some of the monuments from the
pictures provided in the cultural package.

The forts mentioned in this package were visited by a number of travellers/
historians in the ancient and medieval period of Indian history and these
people have left a vivid and interesting account of these monuments
including the drawings/sketches. Collect such travelogues/memoirs/
sketches. Notice interesting details in these travelogues such as the style
of description, pronunciation of places and other contemporary
monuments in that area.

Collect and study the ground plans of different forts and find out the
similarities and differences. Similar studies of ground plans can also be
made of your school, home or collage showing windows, doors and other
architectural details.

Understanding Religious Concepts

All religions aim at helping us to lead better and richer lives. The outward
manifestations of religion such as rituals, customs differ from one another
for historical, economic, political and even geophysical reasons. Many
religious rituals and ceremonies are linked with annual agricultural cycle
and celebrations of life. Religious beliefs have influenced the architects,
sculptors and painters of the bygone era to create beautiful monuments
using specific symbols and motifs pertaining to each religion.

Invite your students to study the religions and people of India and collect
information on each religion such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity,
Islam, Jainism, Sikhism and others.

Ancient texts on architecture describe a variety of forts. Durg or fort is a
fortified building which many times encompasses whole city within its
walls. In these texts there is mention of land, hill, water or island and also
forest and desert forts.

Students can be taken on educational tours to nearby forts or asked to
study the history of architecture of a specific region.
Conduct a Project on the historical development of forts in our country.

Make a list of the terms associated with the architecture of forts with
their meaning. Some terms like citadel, parapet, merlons, moat, macr,
etc. can be included.
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Find out all that you can about the names of different forts of our country
and write a story how these were named.

Imagine you lived in a fort of the medieval period. Now describe your life
as an architect, a king or a common man.

Dramatise the events involved in the construction of a fort and enrich it
with music of the period.

Make a scrap book displaying different forts with important description.
You may choose pictures from this package also.

Collect reference/quotations from ancient books on different types of
forts.

Collect pictures and references of the rituals connected with the archi-
tecture of different regions of India.

Write stories about the dynasties and kings who built formidable forts in
our country.

Conduct a study of various forts in our country and categorize these
monuments as per the following :

Forest Fort
Island Fort
Desert Fort

Mountain Fort
Land Fort

Editing Girish Joshi
Rishi Vashist

Production Samriti Chopra

Photography Anil Sharma
Anil Aggarwal

A g F T gAN-ge
A gate of Lohagadha fort

miyee B A oF A
A gun at Gavilagadha fort
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Forts of Maharashtra

1. Murud-Janjira Fort

Situated on a rock of oval shape near the port town of Murud,
165 kms south of Mumbai, Janjira is one of the strongest
marine forts of India (the word ‘Janjira’' is a corruption of the
Arabic word jazira for island). The fort is approached by sail-
boats from Rajapuri jetty. The main gate of the fort faces Rajapuri
on the shore and can be seen only when one is quite close to
it. It has a small postern gate towards the open sea for escape.
The fort has 19 rounded bastions, still intact. There are many
canons of native and European make rusting on the bastions.
Now in ruins, the fort in its heyday had all necessary facilities,
e.g., palaces, quarters for officers, mosque, a big fresh water
tank, etc. On the outer wall flanking the main gate, there is a
sculpture depicting a tiger-like beast clasping elephants in its
claws. This sculpture, its meaning difficult to interpret, appears
on many fort-gates of Maharashtra.

Originally the fort was a small wooden structure built by a Koli
chief in the late 15th century. It was captured by Pir Khan, a
general of Nizamshah of Ahmednagar. Later the fort was
strengthened by Malik Ambar, the Abyssinian Siddi regent of
Ahmednagar kings. From then onward Siddis became inde-
pendent, owing allegiance to Adilshah and the Mughals as
dictated by the times. Despite their repeated attempts, the
Portuguese, the British and the Marathas failed to subdue the
Siddi power. Shivaji's all attempts to capture Janijira fort failed
due to one reason or the other. When Sambhaiji also failed, he
built another island fort, known as Kansa or Padmadurg, just 9
kms north of Janjira. The Janjira state came to an end after
1947. The palace of the Nawabs of Janjira at Murud is still in
good shape.

2. Raigarh Fort

Raigarh was Shivaji's capital, the hillfort where he was crowned
(1674 AD) and where he died (1680 AD). Strategically situated
on an irregular wedge-shaped mass of rock, detached from
the main body of Sahyadri mountains by a deep valley and
inaccessible from three sides, Raigarh is 210 kms south of
Mumbai and 27 kms north of Mahad. The fort's 5.12 sq. kms
hill-top plateau has three main points : Hirakani in the west,
Takamak in the north and Bhavani in the east. There is only
one pathway to Raigarh, probably in keeping with Shivaji’s
strategy : “the fort's approach should be easy for friends and
impossible for foes”. A motorable road leads to Chit Darwaja,
about 2 kms from Pachad, the village at the base, where lies
the samadhi of Jijabai, Shivaji's mother. A long climb from
Pachad takes one to the Mahadarwaza, flanked by two massive
bastions and a high curtain wall.

The top plateau is covered with a large number of remains of
buildings and reservoirs. Behind the Ganga Sagar reservoir
are two high towers, in Muslim style. Behind the towers is the
Balekilla or citadel, entered by the Palakhi-darwaza.[IOn way
to the right are remains of chambers of women of Royal
families and on the left those of the Darbar of Shivaji. On a low
mound in the centre is the site of Shivaji's throne. Further north
is the two-row market place, the Jagadishwar temple in an
enclosure and the samadhi of Shivaji, and also that of his
favourite dog, Waghya.

The history of Raigarh, earlier known as Rairi, is obscure. In
the 12th century Rairi was a seat of the Shirke-palegar family.
After changing several hands, it was captured by Shivaji from
Chandrarao More in 1656 AD. Shivaji chose Rairi for his capital
and renamed it as Raigarh. The gigantic construction work
Wwas entrusted to Abaji Sondev and Hiroji Indulkar. In its heyday
Raigarh had more than 300 houses and structures. After

Shivaji, the fort remained in the hands of Sambhaji till 1689 AD,
when it was captured by the Mughals. Reverted to the Marathas
in 1735 AD, Raigarh was surrendered to the British in 1818 AD.

3. Rajgarh Fort

Rajgarh enjoys a unique position among the hillforts of
Maharashtra. It possesses all the salient features of fort archi-
tecture which are peculiar to the Deccan region. Situated on
one of the spurs of the Sahyadri mountains known as Murum
hill, Rajgarh is about 35 kms south-west of Pune. The fort is at
a height of approx. 1300 metres from sea-level and comprises
three terraces (machis) and a citadel (Balekilla). There are
four gates called Gunjavane, Pali, Alu and Kaleshwari or Dindi
gate. The first two gates lead to the Padmavati machi, the third
to the Sanjivani and the last to the Suvela machi. Rajgarh looks
like a winged bird flying in the sky - the Padmavati and the
Sanjivani machis forming its two wings and the Balekilla and
the Suvela machi its main body.

All the four parts of the fort have remains of buildings which
included residential quarters, sadar or state offices, bazar or
business quarter, granary, armoury, temples, etc. The fort had
ample supply of water through tanks, cisterns and wells. The
water-supply being better on the Padmavati machi, it was a
major centre of activity on the fort.

Rajgarh, formerly known as Murumdeo, was earlier held by
the Nizamshahi and Adilshahi rulers. By 1648 AD, it was under
the firm control of Shivaji, who gave it the new name Rajgarh,
the king's fort.. Shivaji's construction activities here continued
till 1670 AD. For nearly twenty five years Rajgarh was the pre-
coronation capital of Shivaji. Out of Shivaji's short life of fifty
years (18,306 days) his stay of 2827 days at Rajgarh was the
longest. The fort witnessed a number of major political events
of the Maratha period.

It was from Rajgarh that Shivaji went to meet Afzal Khan in
1659 AD. His departure to Agra and return from there, both
these historic events took place at Rajgarh. Rajaram, Shivaji's
second son, was born here. By the ‘Treaty of Purandar' in
1665 AD, Shivaji ceded 23 forts to the Mughals, but not Rajgarh.
During the Peshwa period Rajgarh did not play any significant
part mainly due to the shifting of political activities from the
hillforts to the cities. Rajgarh remained with the Sachiv family of
Bhor till 1947 AD.

4. Pratapgarh Fort

Pratapgarh, a very strong hillfort built by Shivaji in 1656-58 AD,
is 24 kms west of Mahabaleshwar and about 145 kms south of
Pune. Before Shivaiji, the hill, known as Bhorapya, was a flat-
topped high round rock at the head of the densely forested
Koyana basin. The construction of the fort was entrusted to
Moropant Pingale, who later became Shivaji's Peshwa, and
Hiroji Indulkar, the architect. A special feature of the fort is its
double line of fortification and walls on all sides, their heights
varying according to the nature of the ground. The upper fort is
built across the northern and western crest of the hill measuring
about 18011180 sq. metres. The lower fort is built on the southern
and the eastern terraces with walls and strong bastions at
corners on projecting spurs. Apart from other monuments,
there is on the eastern portion of the lower fort the temple of
Bhavani, the family deity of the Bhosales, built by Shivaji. Today
a motorable road takes the traveller quite close to the fort.

The most important event connected with Pratapgarh is the
Shivaji-Afzal Khan episode. It was at the base of this fort that
Shivaji, on 10th November 1659, scored a historic victory
against the mighty Afzal Khan, commander of the Bijapur
Adilshahi forces. The episode, in which Afzal Khan was
overpowered and killed by Shivaiji, is well known. In short, it
can be said that in a very critical situation Shivaji showed the
presence of mind and Afzal Khan paid the price for his rash

overconfidence. Now there exists a grave at the place where
Afzal Khan was killed. To commemorate the tricentennary of
that historic event, an equestrian statue of Shivaji was installed
at the top of the Pratapgarh fort in 1959 AD.

5. Lohagarh-Visapur Fort

Lohagarh fort is 7 kms south of Malavali station on the Pune-
Mumbai railway line. Situated on a side range of Sahyadri
mountains, it divides the basins of Indrayani and Pavana riv-
ers. Close to Lohagarh, on its eastern side, there is another
fort, called Visapur. The approach to Lohagarh is from the
village Lohagadwadi, situated in the depression between
Lohagarh and Visapur. Climbing from the north towards the
village, one can see on the left side the famous Buddhist caves
of Bhaja. The four large gates of Lohagarh are very intricately
arranged and are still intact. In the later Peshwa period, Nana
Fadanis (1742-1800 AD) built several structures in the fort
including a big tank and a step-well (bawali). There is also a
small temple and grave of a muslim pir. On the west side of the
fort there is a long and narrow wall-like fortified spur called
Vinchukata in Marathi (scorpion sting) because of its natural
shape.

Visapur Fort is larger and also higher than Lohagarh fort. Now
in ruins, its history is closely linked with that of Lohagarh. Mak-
ing use of its higher position, the British troops in 1818 AD set
up their canons on Visapur and bombarded Lohagarh, forcing
the Marathas to leave the fort. Lohagarh has a long history. It
was occupied by many dynasties: Satavahanas, Chalukyas,
Rashtrakutas, Yadavas, Bahamanis, Nizamshahis, Mughals
and Marathas. Lohagarh was captured by Shivaji in 1648 AD,
but by theTreaty of Purandar he had to surrender it to the
Mughals in 1665 AD. It was recaptured by Shivaji in 1670 AD
and was used for keeping the treasury. Then on, the fort re-
mained with the Marathas. Ultimately Lohagarh-Visapur was
taken over by the British in 1818 AD.

6. Sindhudurg Fort

Sindhudurg fort stands on a rocky island, known as Kurte,
barely a km. from the Malavan coast. Malavan is 510 kms
south of Mumbai and 130 kms north of Goa. Sindhudurg was
built in 1664-67 AD by Shivaji when all his attempts to take the
island fort of Janjira proved futile. The construction was done
under the supervision of Hiroji Indulkar, an able architect. Shivaji
had invited 100 Portuguese experts from Goa for the con-
struction of the fort. It is also recorded that 3000 workers were
employed round the clock for three years to build Sindhudurg.
It was the booty from the sack of Surat that went into the
building of Sindhudurg.

One of the best preserved forts of the Marathas, the 48 acre
Sindhudurg fort has a four kms long zig-zag line of 9 metres
high and 3 metres wide rampart with 42 bastions. Apart from
the huge stones, the building material involved 2000 khandis
(72,576 kgs) of iron for erecting the massive curtain wall and
bastions. A notable feature is that the foundation stones were
laid down firmly in molten lead.

The fort is approachable from the Malavan pier by a boat
through a narrow navigable channel between two smaller is-
lands of Dhontara and Padmagad. The main gate, flanked by
massive bastions, faces the city. On the parapet, close to the
entrance, under two small domes Shivaji's palm and footprint in
dry lime are preserved. Also, in the fort there is the Shivaji
temple - the only one of its kind in the country - where the
image of Shivaji is without a beard ! Inside the fort there are
some temples, tanks and three wells. It also houses some
twenty Hindu-Muslim hereditary families. On a rocky island
between Sindhudurg and the coast stood the small fort of
Padmagad, now in ruins. It acted as a screen for Sindhudurg
and was also used for ship-building.



After Shivaji, Sindhudurg passed through the hands of Rajaram-
Tarabai, Angres, Peshwa and the Bhosales of Kolhapur. It was
briefly captured by the British in 1765 AD and was renamed by
them as ‘Fort Augustus'. Later in 1818 AD, the British dis-
mantled the fort's defence structures.

7. Kulaba-Alibag Fort

Built on a rock island near Alibag town, 112 kms south of
Mumbai, the Kulaba fort is an imposing structure, measuring
roughly 275 metres from north to south and 100 metres from
east to west. At low tide one can walk across to the fort. The
height of the fort-wall varies from 6 to 8 metres at different
places. It has a wide parapet with 17 bastions. The main gate-
way of the fort, called Maha Darwaja, is in the north-east cor-
ner and faces the city. The teak-door had strong iron-spikes
driven in them. There is also a small gate on its southern side.
The masonry of the fort is without lime mortar. Inside the fort
there is a fresh water tank, a well and several temples, the
Ganapati temple being still in good condition. In the northern
corner of the parapet, there still stand two English canons
facing the open sea. To the south of the fort was a ship-dock,
visible even now at low-tide.

The Kulaba fort was Shivaji’s last construction and was com-
pleted almost on the eve of his death in April, 1680. It attained
importance under the Angres and was the main base of the
Maratha navy. It had palaces for the members of the Angre
family, houses for their officers and storing arrangements for
grain and other necessities. None of the buildings have sur-
vived. The rule of the Angres, who were also known as Kulabkar,
came to an end in 1840 AD.

To the north of the main fort there is a small fort-like structure
called Sarjyakot, sometimes referred to as the 18th bastion of
Kulaba. Sarjyakot was constructed to answer the artillery of
Hirakot situated on the Alibag shore.

8. Kondana-Sinhagarh Fort

Sinhagarh fort, whose earlier name was Kondana or Kondhana,
stands 20 kms south-west of Pune. Perched on an isolated
cliff of the Bhuleswar range of the Sahyadri mountains, its
height above sea-level is 1380 metres. Given natural protec-
tion by its very steep slopes, the walls and bastions were
constructed at only key places. It has two gates - the Kalyan
Darwaza in the south-east and the Pune Darwaza in the north-
east.

Sinhagarh has a long history. It was captured from the Koli
tribal chieftain, Nag Naik, by Muhammad bin Tughlaq in 1328
AD. Three centuries later, Shivaji wrested it away by bribing
the commander, but by the Treaty of Purandar (1665 AD) had
to cede the fort to the Mughals. Sinhagarh was the scene of
one of the most daring exploits in Maratha history when, in
1670 AD, it was recaptured by Shivaji's forces under Tanaji
Malusare, who laid down his life in the battle. On his death, a
saddened Shivaji said, “The fort is won, but the lion is gone !"
Whereupon the fort got its new name : Sinha (lion) gadha (fort).
Finally the British seized the fort from the Peshwas in 1818 AD,
destroying its almost all ancient monuments. Only the tradi-
tional gates and broken walls remain now.

The upper surface of the fort is undulating and retains few
buildings. Ruins of temples, tombs and towers are scattered
about. Near the gorge is a monument (samadhi) commemo-
rating the bravery of Tanaji. There is also a tiny tomb of Rajaram,
Shivaji's son, who died here in 1700 AD. Also, there are few
bungalows, including that of Lokamanya Tilak.

In the Maratha period, Sinhagarh played the crucial role of
defending Pune. Today the National Defence Academy
(Kharakwasla) trains its army cadets right under the shadows
of Sinhagarh.

9. Shivaneri Fort

Shivaneri hillfort, birth-place of Shivaji, is near Junnar town,
about 85 kms north of Pune. Situated on a 300 metre high
isolated hill, the fort is triangular in shape. The wide base of the
fort is towards the south and the narrow point is towards the
north. The ascending path to the fort is defended by seven
gates, the fifth one being armoured with anti-elephant spikes.
The fort has several rock-hewn cisterns and ponds, of which
two large ones are known as Ganga and Jamuna. Today,
there are only a few structures remaining in the fort. At one end
there is a ruined stable and at the other end a mosque of the
Mughal period. The house where Shivaji was born (in Febru-
ary, 1630 AD) has been recently restored and a temple with
statues of Shivaji and Jijabai, called Shivakunja, has also been
built. Sir Richard Temple in his book ‘Shivaji and the Rise of
Marathas’ wrote about Shivaneri : “ You will see what a rugged
precipitous place this is and what a fitting spot it was for a hero
to be born in !"

The Shivaneri hill, on which the fort is built, has a long history
going back to the Satavahanas. There are remains of rock
caves on all the three faces of Shivaneri, which show that it
was a Buddhist centre during the first three centuries AD. After
the Satavahanas, the Shivaneri fort was occupied by the
Shilaharas, the Yadavas, the Bahamanis and the Mughals. In
1599 AD the hillfort was granted to Shivaji's grandfather, Maloji
Bhosale and passed down to Shahaji. Though Shivaji was born
here, he had to surrender the fort to the Mughals and could not
take it back in his lifetime.

The Shivaneri cluster of forts, comprising Harishchandragarh,
Junnar, Jivadhan, etc., was very important strategically, be-
cause it controlled the ancient Nane Ghat Pass.

10. Purandar Fort

Purandar is about 40 kms south-east of Pune and some 10
kms south-west of Sasawad. Perched on a gigantic mountain
mass, its height above sea-level is 1398 metres and about 700
metres above the plain at its foot. It really comprises two
fortresses : Purandar, the stronger and more important of the
two, and Vajragarh, a small sister fort situated on a ridge running
out east of it. Purandar has two parts : the upper part or Balekilla
with precipitous sides all around and the lower part or machi
about 300 metres above the plain. On the north side of the
lower part there is a broad terrace comprising the cantonment
area of the fortifications. Theresare many monuments, old and
new, on the terrace. Towards the east of the terrace, beyond a
narrow ridge, lies the fort of Vajragarh, also called Rudramal.

From the cantonment area of the terrace a winding path leads
to the upper fort. The approach is commanded by the Dilli
Darwaza, the main gate. The most important monument on the
summit of the hill is the old temple of Kedareshwar.

The history of the Purandar fort goes back to the 13th century.
The Bahamani Sultans in the 14th century built here some
walls and bastions. From 1484 AD, for about a hundred years,
the fort remained in the hands of the Nizamshahi rulers. In
1596 AD, the fort was given as Jagir to Maloji Bhosale,
grandfather of Shivaji. However, Shivaji had to struggle very
hard to establish his control over the fort in 1646 AD. In 1665
AD, Purandar was besieged by the mighty Mughal forces under
the command of Jai Singh and Dilir Khan. In the ensuing battle
Murar Baji Prabhu, the gallant commander of the fort, was
killed. Shivaji, under a treaty, had to surrender to the Mughals
his 23 forts, including Purandar and Vajragarh. At the lower fort
a statue of Murar Baji Prabhu has been installed in his memory.

Purandar was recaptured by Shivaji in 1670 AD. Later it became
a favourite retreat of the Peshwas. Purandar was captured by
the British in 1818 AD. During the Second World War, the
British kept here the German war prisoners. Dr. H. Goetz, one

of the German prisoners, thoroughly studied Purandar and
wrote a monograph on it. After Independence there also
functioned a National Cadet Corps (N.C.C.) Training unit at the
top.

11. Vijayadurg Fort

Vijayadurg, situated 48 kms south of Ratnagiri, is one of the
strongest marine forts on the west coast of India. It is also an
excellent harbour. Built on a hill on the mouth of Vaghotan river,
the fort was protected on three sides by the sea and on the
east side by a ditch, now filled up. After crossing the front gate
on the east, the path, skirting round the massive middle wall,
enters the hidden inner gateway. The strong triple line of forti-
fications had 27 bastions, some of them two-storeyed. Within
the citadel there were many buildings and storehouses, now all
in ruins except a structure called Rest House. For the supply
of water there were several wells and large tanks.

In recent years a submerged wall 100 metres east of the fort
has been discovered. The under-sea wall is 3 metres high, 7
metres wide and 122 metres long. How and why this sea-wall
was built is not clear. On the bank of the Vaghotan river, about
3 kms from the fort, there was a wet dock where the Marathas
used to build and repair their ships.

Vijayadurg is an ancient site. Initially known as Gheria, it was
enlarged by the Bijapur rulers and then strengthened and en-
larged in the mid-17th century by Shivaji, to whom it owes its
triple line of fortifications, towers and also its new name,
Vijayadurg - Victory Fort. During the time of Kanhoji Angre
(1667-1729 AD), the naval chief of the Marathas, the fort was
so strong and firmly held that it successfully withstood as-
saults of the European maritime powers. Laterin 1756 AD it fell
to the combined operations of the English and the Peshwas.
However, it remained in the hands of the Peshwas till 1818 AD
when finally it was surrendered to the English.

12. Panhala Fort

Panhala or Panhalgarh, about 19 kms north-west of Kolhapur,
is possibly the largest and most important fort of the Deccan.
Roughly triangular in shape, the hillfort stands at a height of
about 850 metres and has a circumference of approximately
7.25 kms. Half of its length is protected by a natural scarp
reinforced by a parapet wall and the remaining half is sur-
rounded by a strong stone wall strengthened with bastions.
The fort had three magnificent double walled gates, out of
which two have survived. The Teen Darwaza to the west is an
imposing and powerful structure. There are a number of ruined
monuments in the fort. The most impressive among them are
the three huge granaries. The largest among them, the Ganga
Kothi, covers nearly 950 sq m space and is 10.7 metres high.
In the north-east corner there is a double story building, called
Sajja Kothi, where Shivaji had imprisoned his errant son,
Sambhaji.

Panhala was the capital of the Shilahara king Bhoja Il during
1178-1209 AD. It was successively held by the Yadava and
Bahamani kings. In 1489 AD, the fort and the territory was
taken over by the Adil Shahi dynasty of Bijapur. Shivaji seized
the fort in 1659 AD. It was from here that Shivaji, when en-
circled by the forces of Siddi Johar, escaped one rainy night to
Vishalgarh. Later, the fort remained with the Marathas, except
for a short period in between, when it went to the Mughals. The
fort remained with the Kolhapur State till India achieved inde-
pendence.

The famous Marathi poet Moropanta (1729-94 AD) was born
and brought up at Panhala. There is also the samadhi of
Ramachandra Amatya, the author of Ajnapatra, an important
work on statecraft, including fort construction. Today, Panhala
is a sort of hill station and provides all the necessary facilities
for tourists.



13. Ajinkyatara-Satara Fort

Satara hillfort, also known as Ajinkyatara, is very close to the
south of the Satara city. Situated 994 metres above sea level,
the fort has a east-west length of about
1000 metres and a breadth of about 500 metres. In its heyday
the fort was protected by a strong masonry wall with bastions.
There were two gates. The main gate, made formidable by
high buttresses, is close to the north-west corner, now
approachable by a pukka road. The small gate in the south-
east corner was a postern one. Inside the fort there were
tanks, wells, buildings, temples and stores, all in ruins now.
Today there is a wireless relay station located at the top in the
fort.

According to an inscription dated 1192 AD, the Shilahara king
Bhoj I, who ruled from Panhala, constructed at least 15 forts
around Satara-Kolhapur, which included among others, the
Ajinkyatara or Satara fort. The fort was extended and renovated
by Bahamani Sultans. Captured by Shivaji in 1673 AD, the fort
played an important role in his military operations. When
Aurangzeb took it over in 1700 AD he named it ‘Azamtara’,
after his third son Prince Azam. The name ‘Ajinkyatara’ might
be a corruption of Azamtara. Recaptured by the Marathas in
1701 AD, the fort was the seat of the Bhosale Rajas of Satara
from 1749 to 1848 AD when the state was annexed by the East
India Company.

14. Suvarnadurg Fort

The island fort of Suvarnadurg stands close to Harne in Ratnagiri
District, a natural harbour famous for fishing and its marketing.
A very strong fort, its walls are cut out of solid rock and the
ramparts are raised by using huge square blocks. No mortar
was used in the walls. The fort has many bastions and a postern
gate on the western side. The hidden main gate opens towards
the east. It has on its threshold a carved figure of a tortoise and
on the side wall, that of Maruti (Hanuman). Inside the fort there
were several buildings, water tanks and a place for ordinance.
All the buildings are now in ruins.

The fort was probably built by the Bijapur kings in the 17th
century. Captured and strengthened by Shivaji, it became a
stronghold of Maratha navy and remained with the Peshwas till
1818 AD. It was one of the main naval bases of the Angres.

Gova, Kanakadurg and Fatehgarh forts on the mainland are
separated from Suvarnadurg by a narrow channel. The small
Gova fort was stronger than the other two. It has two gates,
one towards the land and another towards the sea. On the wall
of the sea-gate there are carved figures of a tiger, eagle and
elephants. The old buildings inside the fort are in ruins.

Kanakadurg has the sea on three sides. Nothing remains of
the fort, except two broken bastions. There is a light house at
its highest point. Fatehgarh is in complete ruin. Most probably,
these three small forts were built by Kanhoji Angre (1667-1729
AD) to protect Suvarmadurg from the land route.

15. Tryambak and Chakan Forts

Tryambak or Brahmagarh hillfort, overlooking the holy temple
of Tryambakeshwar, is 32 kms south-west of Nasik town. The
fort was built on a high hill with steep scarps to its each face.
Besides, it was fortified by walls and bastions. There are only
two gateways. The main southern access is through the steep
steps (about 300 in numbers) cut out of a near vertical scarp
and passing through rockcut gates. The northern access is
through only a single gate approached by a narrow passage
with steps cut from the rock. The fort is now in ruins. From the
top of Tryambak, one can have a grand view of the Harihar,
Anjaneri and a few other hillforts.

Being in the category of Devagiri, Tryambak fort seems to be
of Rashtrakuta-Yadava origin. After the Yadavas (1271 AD) it
was occupied by the Nizamshahi sultans, the Mughals and the
Marathas. Tryambak and its cluster of forts provided cover to
upper Konkan and so was of strategic importance. In 1818 AD,
when Tryambak was taken over by the British with a tough
fight, the surrounding forts surrendered without any resistance.
The river Godavari originates from the Tryambak hill.

Chakan village and its landfort is 22 kms north of Pune. Nearly
square, the fort was protected by a strong wall with bastions
and corner towers surrounded by a moat. There was also an
inner wall. The fort is now in ruins.

The Chakan fort is quite old and was occupied by several
powers. An Abyssinian chief is said to have made the first
fortification in 1295 AD. In 1595AD, it was given in jagir to
Shivaji's grandfather, Maloji Bhosale. An important event
occurred here when the fort was captured by Shaista Khan in
1660 AD. Being on the shortest route from Ahmadnagar to
Konkan, Chakan was a place of great strategic importance.
The fort was captured from the Marathas by the British in 1818
AD.

16. Vasai Fort

Vasai, also called Bassein, lies about 48 kms north of Mumbai
just across the Ulhas river. The fort in the old city was the
headquarter of the Portuguese in the north, next in importance
to Goa. The coastal land-fort of Vasai was surrounded by sea
on three sides and to the landside it had a moat which was filled
by sea-water. Its 4.5 kms long strong stone wall had 11 bas-
tions. The fort had two gates - the westward land-gate and the
eastward sea-gate. There was also a small citadel in the fort.
Well-equipped with water-tanks, store-houses, armoury, etc.,
the fort also had fields for growing grains and vegetables. All
the old structures inside the wall are now in ruins.

Vasai came into prominence when the ancient harbour of Sopara
(now Nalsopara village, 10 kms north of Vasai) became unfit
for use. However, Vasai continued to be a trading centre. A
small fort-like structure was erected here in 1533 AD by Malik
Tughan, the commander of Bahadur Shah, Sultan of Gujarat.
In 1534 AD, the Portuguese forced Bahadur Shah to cede
Vasai in perpetuity. Here, first they constructed the citadel
(Balekilla), and then in 1590 AD, the present fort with its ram-
parts and other structures came into being. For the next about
150 years Vasai enjoyed opulence and prosperity. The Portu-
guese built here magnificent houses, convents, churches and
an orphanage. Only the Hidalgos (Portuguese nobles) were
allowed to reside within the fort walls. Vasai was the main naval
base and a sort of ship-building centre of the Portuguese. The
end came in 1739 AD, when Chimaji Appa, Peshwa Bajirav's
brother, stormed the fort and captured it with great loss of life.
It was here in 1802 AD, the Peshwa Bajirav Il signed the infa-
mous “Treaty of Bassein” which virtually dissolved the Maratha
Confederacy. Finally, the fort and the city of Vasai was ceded
to the British in 1817 AD.

17. Devagiri-Daulatabad Fort

Devagiri (Daulatabad of the later period), 11 kms north-west of
Aurangabad, is famous for its formidable hillfort. The fort is
situated on an isolated cone-shaped hill rising abruptly from
the plain to the height of about 190 metres.The fortification
constitutes of three concentric lines of defensive walls with
large number of bastions. The noteworthy features of the fort
are the moat, the scarp and the sub-terranean passage, all
hewn of solid rock. The upper outlet of the passage was filled
with an iron grating, on which a large fire could be used to
prevent the progress of the enemy. The Chand Minar, the Chini
Mahal and the Baradari are the important structures within the
fort.

The Chand Minar, about 63 metres in height, was erected by
Alauddin Bahman Shah in 1435 AD to commemorate his
conquest of Daulatabad. Opposite the Minar is the Jumma
masjid, whose pillars originally belonged to a temple. Close to
it, there is a large masonry tank. The Chini Mahal at the end of
the lower fort is the place where Abdul Hasan Tana Shah, the
last king of Golconda, was confined by Aurangzeb in 1687 AD.
Nearby is a round bastion topped with a huge canon with ram’s
head, called Kila Shikan or Fort breaker. The Baradari, octagonal
in shape, stands near the summit of the fort. The principal
bastion at the summit also carries a large canon.

Though the city of Devagiri was founded in 1187 AD by the
Yadava king Bhillam V, the fort was constructed during the
reign of Singhana Il (1210-46 AD). It was captured by Ala-ud-
Din Khalji in 12 94 AD, marking the first Muslim invasion of the
Deccan. Finally in 1318 AD, Malik Kafur killed the last Yadava
Raja, Harapal. Then in 1327 AD, Muhammed -bin-Tughlug
sought to make it his capital, by transferring the entire population
of Delhi and changing the name from Devagiri to Daulatabad.
Then it was in the possession of the Bahamanis till 1526 AD.
The fort remained in Mughal control till Aurangzeb's death in
1707 AD., when it passed on to the Nizam of Hyderabad. The
famous Ellora Caves are just 16 kms away from Devagiri-
Daulatabad.

18. Ballalpur, Chandrapur and Manikgarh Forts

Situated in Chandrapur (old Chanda) district of Maharashtra,
all the three forts are of tribal origin. Ballalpur, now known for
its coal mines and paper mills, is 16 km south-east of
Chandrapur, the district headquarters. Ballalpur was the capital
of the Gond king Khandakya Ballalshah during 1437-62 AD.
The landfort, that he built here on the eastern bank of the
Wardha river, is square in shape with walls and bastions. There
are still two intact gates set at right angle to each other. There
is also a small postern gate on the river side. The fort walls are
still intact, but all the old buildings are in total ruins.

The credit for establishing Chandrapur also goes to Khandakya
Ballalshah. When the capital was shifted from Ballalpur to
Chandrapur, the Ballal kings built here an extensive landfort
with high walls and bastions. The fort had at its four cardinal
points four impressive gates. The original buildings have
vanished, but the gates and a portion of the wall still exists.
Chandrapur was annexed by Raghuji Bhosale of Nagpur in the
middle of the 18th century. Finally the fort was captured by the
Britishers in 1818 AD. Now an industrial town, Chandrapur is
also famous for its old Mahakali temple.

Manikgarh, made famous by a newly established cement
factory near by, is about 35 kms south-west of Chandrapur.
Built by tribal Naga kings in the Sth century, the Manikgarh
hillfort stands at the height of 507 metres above sea-level. It
was strongly fortified with walls and bastions. There were
several tanks and buildings inside the fort. Today, the fort is in
complete ruins and has become a sanctuary for wild animals.
A pukka road through a dense forest leads very close to the
gateway of the fort. Nearby is an old temple of Vishnu.

19. Balapur Fort

Balapur, a taluka town, is 26 kms from Akola, the district head-
quarters. Situated at the junction of the rivers Man and Mhais,
Balapur is a historical town and has a massively built fort,
probably the strongest in Vidarbha and Khandesh regions of
Maharashtra. The fort was started in 1721 AD by Azam Shah,
the son of Emperor Aurangzeb, and was completed by Ismail
Khan, the Nawab of Ellichpur (now Achalpur, Amaravati Dis-
trict) in 1757 AD. The fort is in a reasonably good condition and
today houses some government offices.

Situated on a high ground between the rivers, the fort has very
lofty walls and bastions built of the best brickwork of its time.



The fort has three gateways, one within the other. The outer or
the lower fort is a decagon with a bastion at each angle, and
above it rises, by the height of its walls, the inner fort which is
a pentagon, each angle having a bastion, as in the lower fort.
The innermost walls are 3 metres thick and their ramparts are
pierced with numerous slits at three different angles for the
discharge of missiles. Inside the fort are three wells and one
mosque. During the rains the fort gets surrounded by floodwa-
ter except at one point. The temple of Bala Devi, from which the
town has derived its name, lies just under the fort on the south-
emn side.

The Ain-i-Akbari mentions Balapur as one of the richest
paraganas of the Subha of Berar. Murad, the son of Akbar,
settled at Balapur after acquiring it from the Ahmadnagar king-
dom. At that time Balapur was famous for its artistic articles
manufactured from the stone quarried from the local river. It
had also acquired wide fame for the production of quality cloth
and paper.

20. Gavilgarh Fort

Gavilgarh fort is situated on a 1103 metres high lower Satpuda
range, now under the Melghat Tiger Project. It is 2.5 kms south-
east of Chikhaldara, a popular hill-station, and about 30 kms
north of Achalpur, the old capital of Berar, now a taluka town.
Gavilgarh took its name from the pastoral Gavalis who, centu-
ries ago, had a mud fort on this hill. The new fort was built by
Ahmad Shah Wali, the ninth king of the Bahamani dynasty in
1425 AD. In 1488 AD, the fort was repaired and extended by
Fateh-ullah Imad-ul-Mulk, the founder of Imadshahi in Berar.

Gavilgarh has two levels, the outer fort being slightly lower
than the inner one. This outer fort has a third wall which covers
the approach to it from the north. The fort has two main gate-
ways, the Delhi Darwaza, between the inner and outer fort,
and the Fateh Darwaza, the south-western gate, built by Fateh-
ullah Imad-ul-Mulk. The most conspicuous of the remains in
the fort is the great mosque which stands upon the highest
point towards the south side of the inner fort. Built in the Pathan
style of architecture, the mosque has seven arches in its fa-
cade. Of the two minarets, the one at the north-eastern angle
of the building still exists. Its square canopy, with very exquis-
ite stone lattice-work, rises little above the domes of the
mosque. There were not less than eight tanks in the fort, two of
them still in good condition. There still remain in the fort several
canons, the one at the southern end being the largest.

Gavilgarh has a long history. The saying was : “One who
controls Gavilgarh, controls Berar." After the split of the
Bahamani kingdom, it passed through many hands. It was with
the Imadshahi in 1488 AD, the Nizamshahi in 1574 AD, the
Mughals in 1599 AD and the Marathas in 1754 AD, before it fell
to the British in 1803 AD. Gavilgarh was dismantled in 1858 AD
lest it should be seized by Tatya Tope, who in that year at-
tempted to break from the Satpuda hills into the Deccan in
order to stir up the country for the independence movement.

21. Narnala, Akola and Achalpur Forts

Narnala fort, standing upon an isolated hill of the Satpuda range,
is 18 kms north of Akot, a taluka town in Akola district. It is 973
metres above sea-level and consists of three distinct hill forts
: Jafarabad in the north-east, Namala, the principal fort, in the
centre, and Teliagarh in the south-west. It was protected by a
curtain wall about 9 metres high with 67 bastions and six large
gates. The Shahnur or “Mahakali” gate, built by Fateh-ullah
Imad-ul-Mulk in 1487 AD, is a notable example of Sultanate
architecture. The white sandstone gateway has Arabic inscrip-
tions on it and is flanked upon on either side by galleries and
rooms, probably for guards, but the most striking feature of the
gateway is the overhanging balconied windows, two on either
side. Within the fort are a number of tanks and cisterns, a large

cannon, known as nau-gazi top, an old palace, an armoury, a
baradari, a mosque and other buildings, all in ruins.

According to tradition a very old fort, Naranala was repaired by
Ahmad Shah Bahamani around 1425 AD, and in 1487 AD it
came under the control of Fateh-ullah Imad-ul-Mulk, the founder
of Imadshahi at Ellichpur, now called Achalpur. During Akbar’s
rule, Naranala was a Suba. Naranala was captured by Parsoji
Bhosale | in 1701 AD and remained with the Marathas till it was
taken over by the British in 1803 AD.

The fort at Akola situated on the bank of the Morna river was
constructed by Asad Khan in 1697 AD during the reign of
Aurangzeb. Much of the fortifications have crumbled down, but
the remains of a palace can still be seen. Some of the old
bastions have been repaired and the main area of the fort has
been converted into a public park.

The history of Achalpur, formerly known as Ellichpur, could
well be said to be the history of Vidarbha (Berar) itself. Nawab
Sultan Khan, the first of his dynasty, built the fort at Sultanapura
in Achalpur on the south the bank of the Sarpan river in about
1754 AD. Much of the part of the fort is now in completely
dilapidated condition. The city was fortified by Sultan Khan's
son Ismail Khan by a huge and solid rampart wall of masonry
with four gates. Most of the fortifications and the gates are still
intact.

22. Ahmadnagar Fort

One of the most well planned and strongly built, the
Ahamadnagar land-fort is situated in the centre of the canton-
ment in the eastern part of the city. Oval in shape, the fort is
about 1.70 km in circumference and is strengthened by 24
bastions. It is surrounded by a moat, now dry, about 30 metres
wide and 4 to 6 metres deep, and beyond it there is a wooded
glacis. The massive curtain wall, built of cut stone masonry,
rises above 25 metres from the bottom of the ditch. The two
entrances to the fort could be reached only after crossing the
moat over the suspension drawn bridges. Inside the fort there
are some old and new buildings, fairly in good condition. Pres-
ently the fort is under Indian military command .

The Ahmadnagar fort was built by Husain Nizam Shah in 1559
AD. The fort was besieged by the vast Mughal army in 1596
AD, but the garrison led by Chandbibi valiantly defied the at-
tack for four months and the Mughals had to beat a retreat. In
the next attack in 1600 AD, the fort was captured by Akbar. It
remained with the Mughals till 1759 AD, when it was sold to
Sadashiv Bhau, the cousin of the third Peshwa. In 1797 AD,
the fort was assigned to Daulatrao Shinde, from whom it was
captured by General Welleslay in August, 1803. Finally, under
the Treaty of Pune (June, 1817 AD) the fort was handed over
to the British by Bajirav Peshwa I.

The Ahmadnagar fort was often used as a royal prison, both
by the Marathas and the British. Nana Phadnis, who was in-
strumental in imprisoning many Maratha noblemen in this fort
was himself locked up in the fort by Daulatrao Shinde. During
the Quit India Movement of 1942, the entire Congress Working
Committee was detained here. Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru wrote his
famous work Discovery of India while in confinement at the
Ahmadnagar fort.

23. Mahur Fort

Mahur village, also called Mahor, is 40 kms north-west of Kinwat
town in Nanded district in the Marathawada division of
Maharashtra. Earlier Mahur was a big city and a Suba of
southern Berar. Situated on an eastern branch of Sahyadri
mountains, the hillfort here is very old and exists at least from
the time of the Yadavas. It was subsequently occupied by
many powers — the Gonds, the Bahamanis, the Adilshahi and
the Nizamshabhi rulers and finally the Mughals and their vassals.

The fort on its three sides is girded by the Painganga river.

The fort, built on top of two adjoining hills, was protected by
walls, ramparts and bastions. It had two main gateways — one
on the southern side and the other on the northern side. The
northern gate is still in a reasonably good condition, and so is
its southern rampart nearly five metres wide. The fort had a
palace, a mosque, a granary, an armoury, etc., now all in ruins.
At the centre of the fort, there is a big tank call /jalatalav.

Being situated on the main route from the north to the Deccan,
Mahur has a long history. There is evidence to show that Mahur,
ancient Matapur, was an important place at the time of the
Satavahanas and the Rashtrakutas. The Renuka temple on
an adjoining hill was built by the Yadavas. After remaining with
the Gond rulers for some time, Mahur passed on to the
Bahamanis in the 15th century and was made a Suba. In the
16th century, Mahur, being strategically placed at their centre,
faced a lot of fire from the infighting between the Nizamshahi,
Adilshahi and Imadshahi rulers. Then in the early 17th century,
Mahur became a part of the Mughal empire and came to be
ruled by their Subedars. When Shahjahan rebelled against his
father Jahangir, he took refuge in the Mahur fort along with his
wife and children, including 6 years old Aurangzeb.

About 2 kms from Mahur bus-stand, there are two Elephanta
type (situated on an island near Mumbai) rock-cut caves of the
Rashtrakuta period.

24. Pauni and Nagardhan Forts

Pauni, in Bhandara district, is 82 kms south-east of Nagpur.
The present town, about three kms south-west of the
Wainganga river, is engirdled by medieval fortifications embel-
lished by imposing gateways, of which those situated to the
west are almost intact. The majestic fortifications, which at
some places are extant to a height of about 20 metres, were
encircled by a moat of about 20 metres in width. The ancient
moat has now turned into a small seasonal lake and is called
Balasamudra. The fort was constructed by the Gond ruler
Bakht Buland in the early 18th century and was taken over by
Raghuji Bhosale | around 1740 AD.

Pauni, an ancient place, has yielded the relics of one of the
greatest Stupas of India and definite evidence of a flourishing
Buddhist establishment. The Pauni rampart has yielded the
copper plate grant of Pravarasena Il of the Vakatakas who
ruled over this region. So, it is possible that the clay core of the
rampart goes back to a period much earlier than the medieval.

Nagardhan, ancient Nandivardhan, the first capital of the
Vakatakas, is 34 kms northeast of Nagpur and about 5 kms
south of Ramtek, famous for its fortified hill temple.

The present land fort at Nagardhan, probably built by Raghuiji
Bhosale | around 1740 AD, must have served the purpose of
guarding the eastern approaches to Nagpur. Square in shape,
it has an outer rampart with bastions and had an inner wall
surrounding the buildings. The main gate, still in good condi-
tion, is on the north-west side. In the fort there is a temple
below the ground level and the idol is placed on a ledge of a well
like structure.

Not far away from the present fort there is a place where big
sized bricks of ancient periods are often discovered. This is
said to be a site of the capital-cum-fort of the Vakatakas.

Text : Gunakar Muley





