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FORTS, PALACES AND HAVELIS OF RAJASTHAN

Rajasthan, situated in the western region of India has a diversity
of geophysical features which add to the richness and variety of
its cultural expressions. It has the Aravalli range of mountains,
forested valleys, lakes, wild life sanctuaries and the desert sand-
dunes. Pakistan and Punjab and its history dates back to ancient
times. Kalibangan, an Indus civilization site in northern Bikaner,
was an important walled city of the Harappan period. Above all,
Rajasthan (which means the ‘Land of Kings’) is the cradle of
distinctive Rajput culture and traditions.

From the seventh century A.D. to nineteenth century A.D., the
history of Rajasthan witnessed the rise and fall of the Rajputs. The
word ‘Rajput’ is derived from the term ‘Rajaputra’ which means
‘sons of kings’. They trace their descent from the lineage of the
sun and the moon and belong to kshatriya—the warrior caste. The
Rathors of Bikaner and Jodhpur, Gahlots and Sisodias of Udaipur
and the Kachhawahas of Jaipur are Suryavanshis, clans claiming
descent from Lord Rama. The Bhattis of Jaisalmer claimed to be
Chandravanshis, of lunar descent. It is said that the Chauhans,
Solankis, Paramaras and the Deoras emerged from the sacred
firepit or Agnikunda on the summit of the holy Mount Abu.

Although there were a number of states in the present day
Rajasthan, the three most prominent were Mewar (Chittorgarh
and Udaipur). Amber (Jaipur) and Marwar (Jodhpur, Jaisalmer
and Bikaner). Time and again, Rajput strongholds such as Chittor,
Mewar, Ranthambor, Marwar and many others were attacked by
Muslim armies. Mahmud Ghazni in the eleventh century A.D. and
Mohammad Ghori at the end of the twelfth century A.D. attacked the
state of Rajputana followed by Qutub-ud-Din Aibak who beseiged
Ajmer. Alaud-Din-Khalji in fourteenth century A.D. captured the
Fort of Ranthambor and Chittor. In sixteenth century A.D., the
battle of Khanwa was fought between the Mughal Emperor, Babur
and Sisodia chief, Rana Sanga, which ended in a Rajput defeat.
Shortly after, Babur’s grandson, Akbar established supremacy
over both Marwar and Mewar and married a Rajput princess of
the Kachhawaha clan, which ruled over Amber region.

Mewar

The Gahlots, later known as the Sisodias, migrated from Gujarat
and occupied Mewar, which lies in the south-east of Rajasthan.
Their earliest inscription in Rajputana is dated 646 A.D.

Chittorgarh, the ancient capital of Mewar, has a magnificent fort
with thirteen kilometres of battlements which encloses not only
palaces but also lakes and reservoirs that can support thousands
of inhabitants. Kumbha, who ruled Chittorgarh for thirty-five years
from mid-fifteenth century A.D. onwards was responsible for
several architectural achievements, such as— Fort Kumbhalgarh in
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southern Udaipur, Fort Achalgarh in Mount Abu, the Victory Tower
at Chittorgarh, and for the innovations and additions to the Fort at
Chittorgarh.

Chittorgarh was invaded three times by the Muslims before the
capital of Mewar was shifted to Udaipur. In 1303 A.D. Alaud-Din-
Khalji, Sultan of Delhi, laid seige to Chittorgarh in an attempt to
marry the famous beauty, Rani Padmini, the wife of Bhim Singh.
Bahadur Shah of Gujarat attacked Vikramjeet of Chittorgarh in
1533 A.D. In face of defeat, Rani Karnavati, a Bundi princess
led the Jauhar in which many women and children sacrificed
their lives. However, her own child, Udai Singh was smuggled
out, and he lived to inherit the throne of Chittorgarh. In 1567,
A.D., the Mughal Emperor, Akbar beseiged Chittorgarh but
Udai Singh managed to escape and founded Udaipur, the new
capital of Mewar. The rulers of Mewar were known for their
resistance to the Muslim invaders. However, compromise with
the Mughals in the seventeenth century A.D. reduced the threat
of invasion and enabled them to devote more time for cultural
pursuits.

The city of Udaipur has several beautiful buildings that speak
of the aesthetic taste of its rulers. The City Palace is a blend of
Mughal decorative art and Rajput military architecture. It is a
massive edifice built on the shores of Lake Pichola. The walls
on the outside are built of thin slates of sandstone and covered
with the finest possible white plaster work. In the interiors, marble
has been used for the walls. They are profusely decorated with
glasswork, inlay work, paintings depicting celebration of festivals,
processions and scenes showing the life in the royal household.

Jag Niwas or the Lake Palace of Udaipur is a small island of cool
marble set amidst Lake Pichola. It was a summer resort for the
members of the royal household which has now been transformed
into a Hotel.

Jag Mandir is cluster of pavilions and palaces which seems to
be floating on the surface of the lake. It was in Jag Mandir that
Emperor Shahjahan sought refuge when he rebelled against his
father, Jahangir.




MR

AREHl q1 TEdl VARl § HEarl 6 AR H W©Ad I Ul SArw
fadtar g o w1 oY | AR HT ITIFRW o oMl T 1727 H 3T
SO TS 1 AR | TAMIART HT SR | iy ot off, 5t f
el I ok AW 4 Wiy B A T fRel, Hew iR, Semmen
T 37 9ol ol 99 H SAYX o FHT e are Y e 9 s
1 SHIHTE fRAT T o1 qEqeaTq ¥eY ol T[Amel S Y&H & o fag
e} Teret T g T

Safe fgdta T @i SISt den e ol 3HA dehlel™ aregeha
H el dicdere & Freml w1 em § W@ w SEq i A w6
offl SR o ¥R WE TH ToEd HH-SER § qel TsHee uRel |
YA -SR-HR 71 78 ToT sAfle gr Fffq o deemenst § 9w
B oT=1 AT feeet, HeqW, Sooi el AR § €1 Wee i SEri o
ey € foufe o SR & SN e g S g1 Ued 21 39k
@l | 3t g 38 viaer Wt 81 3Hok Bie-Bie well | fasfwar B
o AN I 8l /@ U 9

RUCIES

TorE o qfyeEt 9§ O w1 gfgg WEE 21 38 ARag #ed
?l 3@ &9 A dF wgE TR T SiUqR qe ek H TSR o9 i
WA © AT SEer R W Aifedt il 3 diAl WRi Rl dniifers feafa 3
Tl 1 gl H1 el w1 g fFE R wael @l geRr s
& foau SRt ® siferl 1 S9Em Sgaed @ fRar T @1 39 & @6
Gl 1 Teh 34 fagioar 39 gy oo ot €, S STgamr 2 gu
AR B Agd 71 ToAl ok Fafor 39 &7 ¥ e wer w1 Sgded
Y TEMEE g3 €, Fifh TH TeeR W Ihivi shid oSl § fehan =1
Tkl 2l

S oF LA TG 9l 7 WG 61 fohell aamen o a8 fopen
T 1§ 5 T8 v ) 9w w6l @ o gehar @1 59 fRa o A
el o1 Fel Hedd S9 Y9 ®Y ¥ AP oFF Hed & 3 el &1
e qen fagfaar 9 &9 9 Ikl B

T@ SHT % BS A SR 1 T 1485 H AR TR Al THHI Th
Teaqul A0 e w1 e €, o gel S e % U
Y Tt A i wEmn o gHes =R a @ ® 9o 39 fhe
o %% wewd €, W fb e afea wfamed, Wi qen 9EH SRR st
g guifaa 2

Amber

The Kachhawahas established themselves in Amber around the
twelfth and thirteenth century A.D. Jai Singh |l succeeded his father
as ruler of Amber at the age of eleven. He shifted the capital from
Amber to the plains, where he built a new city, Jaipur, in 1727 A.D.,
which is popularly known as the ‘Pink City’. The principal building
material used for the fortress, palace complex, observatory and
other buildings is rubble and plaster along with the local grey stone
found near Jaipur. A rusty pink paint rather than cream has been
used over the plaster which gives a pink hue to the buildings.

Jai Singh 11, an astronomer and a mathematician, planned the city
of Jaipur keeping in mind the aesthetic norms and conforming to
the architectural style of the period. A strong wall encircles the
city in the heart of which is the City Palace. Within the palace
complex there is an observatory—the Jantar Mantar. It is one of
the five observatories built by Jai Singh II. The others are in Delhi,
Varanasi, Mathura and Ujjain. Adjacent to the palace walls is the
Hawa Mahal, a pyramidal facade of five storeys. It allows free
movement of air which keeps the building cool. It is made up of
small compartments, each with a window through which the women
of the royal household could watch processions in the public street
seated in the airy jharokhas without being seen themselves.

Marwar

On the western border of Rajasthan lies the formidable expanse of
the Thar desert formerly known as Marwar. This region has three
important cities, Jodhpur and Bikaner dominated by the Rathor
clan and Jaisalmer by the Bhattis. The location of these cities
has influenced their architectural styles. Jali screens have been
extensively used as panels in large areas of the walls to make
the building airy. Another prominent feature of architecture in this
region is the protruding chajjas carved almost to a semicircle
to cover projecting balconies. Sandstone is the basic building
material used for construction in this region. It is easy to work on,
making it conducive for decorative carving.

Rao Jodha, the founder of Jodhpur, built the Mehrangarh Fort
which is so high that one can see the boundaries of the city. It
houses some of the most intricately adorned palaces—the Moti
Mahal and the Phool Mahal-with exquisitely carved panels and
latticed windows.

Rao Jodha’s sixth son, Bika, found the city of Bikaner in 1485
A.D. Its outstanding attraction is the Junagarh Fort, build by Rai
Singh, a general at the Court of Akbar, the Mughal Emperor. It
is encircled by a moat and contains palaces that are beautifully
embellished by hand carved friezes, pillars and delicate Jali
screens.




ARETE o oAl TR o Ho® Yl SEeHl Y shi oNesl Irareal
H gl o9 o el SHel A T fRA ol UE wEl B ud
Tfyedt uferen @ 9Ra o fRoelt qon SR 9% 3T A AT o
W feord 1 9 SAOM ¥YS gC A Sl g8l W edfaa s
TaClt # Y 9IR-wE UfER wd ¥ g § wew fEd 9 @
ST SMIRE ¥ WA HATR w3 ok fa foan Smar o qen sl
Hfaet W IfEeR ®d &1 39 THER &I wT gafeal &t fAen w3
Heee Sl o, 99 9™: T B 99 TE Hadd & Al ®d
| Tk ATSTH IIEXU UeAl &I gAel, Feftg fIE w1 woelt qen
TYHA T 7 T

S ok foet o 99 gt 1 foRet &1 fawmer <ami 1 et TR
el W = T 2, foed diwe enfg w swEm @ fan e 2
WA T S

LAY TSYAET T 7 BT S 94 ol ¥ 1722 § ST oh TS1
Safie fedta 3 Se fasie U S9N o (R @& S 951 g @i
I o1 T wifd fRa oml €T qen RaqR o S fRel o1 fmior e
g 7 FHamEn o qe SRAGE o YF {YLOHd d SR | Heall w1
FEE ol ¥ HEA 98 YIA-SAM o o el YWiel TR qen e
YIHOR ¥ 9AC TN &1 D f9gH 37 Heel ] Gaal qo THETdl i
@A gU, TThI qoil TG aemEd d i g

SRedl IAET 3FE TSd WURAl o qaq &1 @t 21 F=id e
HTel ® od FEio giar @1, W @Y HiE St faeE giene
TE g3 ITAUSRR o A9ad oh SISl o R0 4 HUST HESR
T T T HROT TSI R e o emRmur o dhw oft) T e
AN off 9RA H AU Y@ & d& W@ ol T 1817 § 1823

e IS SY ToAl, S o A, SR, SAGany, i), 99,
e, fatEt den fherrg 3 TS oF Wi Wit &1 99 1947 °
& 9RA AU oF YT § Wad gl d 9l {9 ARdE qereH
u wnfaa & T

Jaisalmer, one of the oldest of the three cities of Marwar, was
founded by Rawal Jaisal of the Bhatti dynasty in the twelfth century
A.D. It is situated directly on the ancient caravan routes that came
from Africa and West Asia to Delhi and Agra. The merchants
prospered on trade and built a number of havelis. ‘Haveli’ is a
courtyard building in which four or five families live together.
Sometimes the ground floor was used for meetings with traders or
for commercial purposes and the upper floors as residence for the
families. Several havelis formed a mohalla, all of whose residents
were of the same caste and followed a similar occupation. The
classical example of havelis are the Patwaon ki Haveli, Salim
Singh ki Haveli and Nathumal’s Haveli.

Jaisalmer’s Fort has ninety-nine bastions. The massive walls of
the fort have been built stone block without using any cementing
material.

Bharatpur and Deeg

Bharatpur was not a Rajput kingdom, but one dominated by the
Jats. In 1772 A.D. a Jat called Badan Singh was crowned king of
Deeg by Jai Singh Il of Amber as a reward for suppressing the
Jat rebel, Churamun. The Forts at both Deeg and Bharatpur were
built by Badan Singh, and it was Suraj Mal, Badan Singh’s son,
who built the palaces at Deeg. The palaces are built of pale cream
sandstone and white marble and are set in large formal Mughal
gardens. They are ranked by some scholars as next to Taj Mahal
in beauty and symmetry.

The eighteenth century A.D. saw the decline of various Rajput
kingdoms. Though building continued but there was little stylistic
development. Quarrels over succession made these States
vulnerable to attack by the Marathas and Muslims. Meanwhile,
the British were expanding their dominion in India. Between 1817
and 1823 A.D. several Rajput states, Jaipur, Udaipur, Jaisalmer,
Bikaner, Bundi, Kota, Sirohi and Kishangarh signed treaties with
the British. In 1947 A.D. when India became independent from
British rule, the rulers of the Princely States joined the Indian
Union.
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The 24 pictures provided in this package can be displayed in the
classroom or any prominent place in the school. The pictures
may be stuck on cardboard with the title and description in
regional languages. It can also be studied indepth with activities
that bring out the educational value of Indian art. The teachers
can work with a few pictures at a time ensuring ‘students’
enjoyment in learning by involving them in some activities
suggested below :

In a large outline map of India, mark the sites of various forts,
palaces and havelis of our country. Find out the location of the
forts and palaces and havelis given in this package.

Make a study of the forts and palaces in India and collect information
of the kings, emperors who built these forts and palaces. Find out
the dates of these monuments and the purpose for which they
were used. Collect the following information :

— Climate of the location of the building.

— Natural surroundings, rivers, mountain range and the flora
and fauna.

— People, who built and lived in these forts, their occupation,
etc.

— Music, dance, drama, craft, etc. of the period.

— Customs, festivals celebrated in the region and the myths
associated.

Make a sketch/rough outline of the monuments from the pictures
provided in the cultural package.

The forts, palaces and havelis mentioned in this package were
visited by a number of travellers/historians/artists in the medieval
period of Indian history and these people have left a vivid and
interesting account of these monuments including the drawings/
sketches. Collect such travelogues/memoirs/sketches. Notice
interesting details in these travelogues such as the style of
description, pronunciation of places and the surrounding areas of
monuments of that period.

Collect and study the various ground plans of different forts and
find out the similarities. Similar studies of ground plans can also
be made of your school, home or college showing windows, doors
and other architectural details.

Understanding Religious Concepts

All religions aim at helping us to lead better and richer lives. The
outward manifestations of religion such as rituals, customs differ
from one another for historical, economic, political and even geo-
physical reasons. Many religious rituals and ceremonies are linked
with the annual agricultural cycle and celebrations of life. Religious
beliefs have influenced the architects, sculptors and painters of the
by-gone era to create beautiful monuments using specific symbols
and motifs pertaining to each religion.
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Invite your students to study the religions and people of India and
collect information on each religion such as Hinduism, Buddhism,
Christianity, Islam, Jainism, Sikhism and others.

Ancient texts on architecture describe a variety of forts. Durg or
fort is a fortified building which many times encompasses whole
cities within its walls. In these texts, there is mention of land, hill,
water or island and also forest and desert forts.

Students can be taken on educational tours to nearby forts or
asked to study the history of architecture of a specific region.

Conduct a Project on the historical development of forts and
palaces in our country.

Make a booklet of the terms associated with the architecture
of forts and palaces with their meaning. Some terms like turret
design, elevation, battlement, rampart, parapet, etc. can be
included.

Find out all that you can know about the names of different forts
and palaces of our country and write a story how these were
named.

Imagine you lived in the fort in the medieval times and describe
your life as an architect, emperor, common man.

Dramatise the events involved in the construction of the fort or a
palace and enrich with music of the period.

Make a scrap book displaying different forts, palaces and havelis
with important descriptions. You may choose pictures from this
package also.

Collect references/quotations from ancient books on forts and
palaces.

Collect pictures and references of the rituals connected with the
architecture in different regions.

Write stories of important dynasties, emperors who built beautiful
forts, palaces and havelis in our country.

Conduct a study of various forts in our country and categorize
these monuments as per the following :

Natural Fort
Island Fort
Desert Fort
Mountain Fort
Land Fort
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1. Amber Fort, Jaipur, Rajasthan

Amber, the ancient capital of the Kachhawaha Rajputs lies in the rocky Aravalli hills, 11 kms north of Jaipur. Much
of what remains of the fortress-palace today was constructed during the reign of Raja Man Singh, the Rajput
commmander of Akbar’s army. It is built on a steep cliff; rectangular in concept, its towers and white walls are
reflected in a small lake. It's long russet gold ramparts adhere to the architectural style of the period.

This fort comprises the Diwan-i-Am, Diwan-i-Khas, several palaces, courtyards and the famous Jagat Shiromani
and Shila Devi temples.

The entrance gate of the Amber Palace known as Ganesh Pol (inset) was added by Jai Singh I. Ganesh Pol is
situated between the Diwan-i-Am (Public Court) and the Diwan-i-Khas (Private Court). This gate serves as the
entrance for the public to the private courts of the palace. The gallery above the Ganesh Pol with lattice work
windows was constructed so as to allow the women in the family to watch the activities in the street without being
seen from outside.

Withiaer Wia Ta UiHTerr g Centre for Cultural Resources and Training







TSI o g, Wge qen gafern

Forts, Palaces and Havelis of Rajasthan

2. 09T UESA, T KT TehedT, TRAYT, TR

X ok foret 1 Qo GUEY < A € de1 THHRT UH Hia A AR o A= € den gEd s uf
& W 5 A § & ouier wed — otefq, when 1 wed den {am-T-w fem

7g o=t 3iter weet 1 ® qn gHe! en de1 B4 W IR-I faad N i fafire w9 A wer @
ST Gehel B HeAl o eercteh | S8 d@l TR Sy, S o, 9 G 9ol Wed U@ wHeh Sedl o, S9
ST ol @ SHeRdr STEEE @l

Jol i HI<d TEH H o fu wiiel 1 Uik 31 ToMga Yelt B, oifeh 39 Wod # ieSel oh
g o Hi<ddmell o 9 SO— HeUEIHl Tacshal &1 F ganT fame @ 2

2. Sheesh Mahal, Amber Fort, Jaipur, Rajasthan

The eastern pavilion of the Amber palace is built in two storeys, one below the Jai mandir and
the other above the Jas mandir. The Jai mandir has the Diwan-i-Khas and the Sheesh Mahal,
‘The Hall of Mirrors’.

The picture shows the interior of the Sheesh Mahal. The plaster of the wall and ceiling is
embedded with tiny concave mirrors forming a variety of designs. When this palace was
occupied, lamps were lit after dark, the reflected light in the mirrors of the Sheesh Mahal
created an illusion of a multitude of stars in the sky.

Glass mosaic is a common Rajput technique used as decoration in buildings. The particular
patterns used here, especially the web of tiny arch-shaped indents, follow the Shahjahani
adaptation of this decorative art.
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3. City Palace, Chandra Mahal, Jaipur, Rajasthan

Jaipur, the Pink city of Rajasthan which is 241 kms. from Agra was founded by Maharaja Sawai Jai
Singh of Amber. The City Palace situated in the centre of the city is surrounded by a boundary wall. the
earliest building and the centre of the complex is the Chandra Mahal which was constructed in 1724-
34 A.D. The picture shows a seven-tiered, pyramidal structure of the Chandra Mahal. On the ground
floor, on the north side, is the broad verandah called the Pritam Niwas, from which a marble channel
runs into the formal garden.In the main portion of the ground floor of the Chandra Mahal is situated the
“Hall of audience”. This is a small and rather low peristyle hall with the familiar cusped arches. To the
south-east of the Chandra Mahal is the building known as Diwan-i-Am (at present this is serving as an
art gallery). The royal women apartments (zenana) lies in the west of Chandra Mahal, which is a vast
building. The two principal pavilions of the palace are the Badal Mahal and the Govind Deo temple.
Close to the Chandra Mahal is the famous Jantar Mantar constructed in 1718-34 A.D., (inset picture)
the largest of the five observatories built by Jai Singh Il in the early eighteenth century A.D., the others
are at Delhi, Mathura, Ujjain and Varanasi.
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4. Jaigarh Fort, Jaipur, Rajasthan

The imposing Jaigarh Fort was built in 1600 A.D. by Raja Man Singh. It offers a beautiful view
of the plans and the city of Jaipur. This fort housed the famous treasures of the Kachhawaha
rulers in deep vaults. The fort was designed in a manner that no enemy could enter as it was
well protected from all sides. In the (inset) picture you can see Jaiwaan, one of the largest
cannon on wheels in the world, made in the foundry of Jaigarh.
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5. Jal Mahal, Jaipur, Rajasthan

Outside the Jaipur city walls are various other palace buildings. To the south-east on the Agra
road is the Sisodia Rani Mahal, built for the wife of Sawai Jai Singh (not seen in the picture).
To the north-east, numerous buildings line the road to Amber, of which the most important is
the Jal Mahal, a pleasure palace built in the middle of Man Sagar, the artificial lake.
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6. Hawa Mahal, Jaipur, Rajasthan

Hawa Mahal or Palace of the Winds is one of Jaipur’s major landmarks. It was built in 1799
A.D. by Maharaja Sawai Pratap Singh. This five storey building is a unique example of Rajput
architecture with its pink coloured semi octagonal and delicate honeycombed sandstone
windows. The first two storeys of the Hawa Mahal enclose basement and courtyards, but the
three storeys above consist only of passages and balconies. The exterior of the Hawa Mahal
gives the look of a Shikhara of a temple. It was originally built to enable the royal ladies, seated
in its 953 niches and windows to look down on processions in the main street below without
being seen by the common people. In the inset picture you can see the back view of the Hawa
Mahal.
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7. Mehrangarh Fort, Jodhpur, Rajasthan

Jodhpur is situated at a height of 235 m on a range of sandstone hills about 386 kms away from Jaipur. It was founded
by Rao Jodha in 1459 A.D. This Fort, popularly known as Mehrangarh, is 122 m above the plains and is enclosed by a
high wall with bastions. Its eastern towers and bastions are the strongest. The Fort is guarded by seven gates of which
the fourth gate has been destroyed. The first gate, Fateh Pol is between twin bastions and has a curved barbican, its lintel
is supported on corbels. Gopal gate, Bhairon gate and Dodhkangra gates have elegant arches. The sixth gate, Loha Pol
has the hand prints of fifteen royal satis, wives of the Maharaja. this Loha Pol controls the final turn of the path of the fort
round the northern end. The seventh gate, Suraj Pol leads sideways from the eastern passage into the durbar court. The
Fort contains Moti Mahal, Phool Mahal, the royal ladies apartments (zenana), Salim Kot, Murli Manoharji temple, Kalka
temple, Chamunda temple, Chamunda-ki-Nandi and the two small tanks namely the Rani Talao and the Gulab Sagar to
the south. The Fort summit is divided into three areas, the palace of the north-west, the strongly fortified area to the south
edge of the cliff and a long wide terrace to the east of the palace.

In front of the Mehrangarh Fort in the picture you can see the Jaswant Thada.

HiThiaer Wid Ta WiTeIoT sheg Centre for Cultural Resources and Training
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8. Facade, Zenana Mahal, Mehrangarh Fort, Jodhpur, Rajasthan

The Garh palace of Mehrangarh Fort, of which about two third is a zenana, was constructed
during 1670 A.D. by Maharaja Jaswant Singh. A major court of the zenana is Moti Mahal chowk
otherwise known as Moti Vilas. This zenana contains numerous jharokhas (small, projecting
balcony) decorated with jali work screens and capped by curved roofs. The whole structure is
carved from sandstone and painted white. The profusion of jalis creates an illusion of delicate
lace work. The narrow gallery between the arcade and the bracket of the stone supporting the
facade - a narrow strip along the edge of each room - is a unique feature peculiar to the Jodhpur
zenana.

Hithiaer Wid Ua WiTeIoT sheg Centre for Cultural Resources and Training




[ |

e

o 1&““‘\1’“ !ﬂd



TSI o g, Wger a9 gaferdn

Forts, Palaces and Havelis of Rajasthan

9. SHEd I, eI, TSI

Sed o arEd H W Al 1 9ug |, S 94 1899 § HeRS sed o fgda w9 wfa o fafda
& ol 7El W U e § WU o Wl o oo T ot 1 3 9t waran ae § e et
1 RE €, S STt wfa o fffd e e

9. Jaswant Thada, Jodhpur, Rajasthan

Jaswant Thada, a cluster of royal cenotaphs of royal chhatries was built in 1899 A.D. in the
memory of Maharaja Jaswant Singh Il. The cenotaphs of the Jaswant Thada also has portraits
of the rulers of Jodhpur. Royal chhatries were built to commemorate the place where royalty
had been cremated and also served as a memorial to them.
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10. City Palace, Udaipur, Rajasthan

Udaipur, the beautiful city of lakes is situated about 259 kms from Jodhpur and was founded by Maharana Udai Singh. The City
Palace of the Maharanas, which stands along the banks of the Pichola lake, is an impressive complex of buildings in granite and
marble flanked by octagonal corner towers surmounted by cupolas. The exterior is plastered in white colour. The palace faces
the east. The entrance is through the Badi Pol, which contains the royal drums. The Suraj Pol is in line with Toran Pol, the main
gate of the palace building. The Toran Pol, which one could enter mounted on horseback leads into a large chowk, flanked by two
smaller palaces. The Sheesh Mahal is decorated with inlay mirror work and the Krishna Vilas with episodes from stories painted
in the miniature style. Blue and white Chinese and Dutch tiles are used in Chini-Ki-Chitra Mahal which is the central pavilion of the
palace. The Manak Mahal has glass and porcelain and the Moti Mahal is famous for its mirror work. The scenes from the Radha-
Krishna stories are painted on the walls of the Bhim Vilas, and the intricately crafted peacocks in fine mosaic relief on the walls of
Mor chowk of Pritam Vilas. The Zenana Mahal, gardens and fountains of Bada Mahal are beautifully constructed.

The Udaipur City Palace is a blend of Mughal decorative art and Rajput military architecture.
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11. Lake Palace, Udaipur, Rajasthan

Lake Pichola was formed in the fourteenth century A.D. Fringed with green hills and studded
with ghats and gardens, the lake provides an ethereal beauty to Udaipur.

Lake palace also known as Jag Niwas is built from white marble and was the summer palace
of the former royal family. Its balconies and windows overlook the lake. This airy complex has
marble floors and granite columns. The gardens and fountains are well laid and the rooms are
beautifully decorated. The Sajjan Niwas or Lotus suite of the palace contains murals which
depict girls dancing among lotus leaves. In the courtyard there is a lily pond. Jag Niwas has
now been converted to a hotel and is called the Lake Palace Hotel.

Wikhiaes Wia Ta UiTerr g Centre for Cultural Resources and Training
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12. Jag Mandir, Udaipur, Rajasthan

The Jag Mandir, which is on the southern island of the Pichola lake was builtin 1551 A.D. The
domed pavilion or Gul Mahal, which is its greatest landmark, was commenced by Karan Singh.
It is one of the few examples of Mughal style of architecture in the state. It is said, that in 1623
A.D. Prince Khurram the future Emperor Shahjahan, lived here when he revolted against his

father, Jahangir.
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13. Kumbhalgarh Fort, Kumbhalgarh, Rajasthan

Kumbhalgarh is a spectacular hill fort built by Maharana Kumbha, at a height of 1087 m above sea level and
is about 90 kms from Udaipur. It lies on the top most ridge of the hill, surrounded by thirteen other peaks. The
Chittorgarh Fort and the Kumbhalgarh Fort are the two most important forts of Mewar.

The Kumbhalgarh Fort has four wide walls, and it was well equipped with batteries, and sufficient accommodation
for the troops and the public. It took fifteen years to complete the fort. The approach is impressive across deep
ravines and through thick jungles. Seven massive gates guard the approaches, while seven ramparts, one within
the other reinforced by rounded bastions and huge watchtowers, render the fort impregnable. Besides many gates,
it has several temples like Kumbashyam, Nikhanth and Kuber within the fort.

The outer wall embraces an area of several square miles. The tiers of inner ramparts rise to the summit, which are
crowned by the Badal Mahal of the Ranas. The palace has several sets of rooms furnished in pastel colours in the
nineteenth century A.D.
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14. Ramparts, Kumbhalgarh Fort, Kumbhalgarh, Rajasthan

The outer wall of the Kumbhalgarh Fort embraces an area of several square miles. This wall
is comparable to the grandeur of the Great Wall of China.
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15. Alwar Palace, Alwar, Rajasthan

The building of the Alwar City Palace was commenced in 1793 A.D. by Raja Bakhtawar Singh.
It consists of a varied group of buildings of different styles of architecture. In front of the palace
there is a large ornamental tank. The interior of the palace is notable for the Sheesh Mahal
which is dotted with Rajput miniature paintings sealed under glass. Near the Sheesh Mahal
is the armoury and the royal library, which contains a fine collection of oriental manuscripts
including a copy of a beautifully illustrated Gulistan manuscript of 1848 A.D. It also has a rich
collection of bejewelled sabres, swords and weapons.

The Palace is a delicate rendering of the style which emerged out of the blend of Rajput and
Mughal style of architecture.
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16. Victory Tower, Chittorgarh Fort, Chittorgarh, Rajasthan

Victory Tower or Jaya Stambh is a masterpiece of fifteenth century revivalist Jain architecture,
built by Rana Kumbha, one of the most powerful Kings of Mewar. It was designed by an architect
called Jaita to commemorate the victory over Mahmud Khalji of Malwa in 1440 A.D. The tower
was mainly built by compact limestone and the quartz rock on which it stands. It has nine
storeys rising to 37.2 m above the ground level. In each tier of this tower, there is a mandapa
associated with a temple, enriched with balconied windows and is carved profusely with the
gods of the Hindu pantheon. The ninth storey has a vault with a sculptured representation of
Lord Krishna surrounded by dancing gopis.
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17. Deeg Palace, Deeg, Rajasthan

Deeg was the capital of the Jat Kingdom founded by Badan Singh. It is situated about 32 kms from
Bharatpur. The fortress and the pleasure palaces of Deeg are of major architectural importance of that
period.

Badan Singh’s palace at Deeg, also known as Purana Mahal, is a single continuous mass of building
built on a plain with little fortification. Inside the palace there are apartments, now used for Government
offices, with two open chowks, however the building is a rectangular block. It's upper portion consists of a
number of domes and galleries. The main entrance of the palace is via the Singh Pol. This gate has a huge
archway ornately carved with lions. some other architectural features of the palace are the Suraj Gate, the
Nanga Gate and the two water tanks the Gopal Sagar and the Rup Sagar. In the picture the reflection of
the palace can be seen in the Gopal Sagar.
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18. Bundi Fort, Bundi, Rajasthan

Bundi is situated in south-east Rajasthan. Bundi Fort was constructed by Rao Deva Hara in
1342 A.D. This fort is popularly known as Taragarh Fort. It is square in plan with large corner
bastions. In the middle of the west wall there is a fine gateway and in the middle of the east
wall, a postern. The ramparts are crenellated, with high parapets. The main gate, to the west
is flanked by octagonal towers protected by a strong barbican. The main entrance has vaulted
guard rooms. the fort is dominated by a huge masonry tower, the Bhim Burj, which was used
to house one of the most famous cannons of this region, the sixteenth century Garbh-Ganjam
(now lost). The Rani Mahal at Taragarh, stands reflected in a large tank, with delicate fading
miniatures on walls and coloured glasses in windows. Bundi Fort contains many water tanks,
one among them is the Sabirna-Dha-Ka-Kund. It is a deep, square stepped water tank, built in
1654 A.D. ltis a fine example of three dimensional geometrical architecture.
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19. Junagarh Fort, Bikaner, Rajasthan

Bikaner was founded by Bika, son of Rao Jodha in 1488 A.D. The approach to the city of Bikaner is magnificent and it is
situated on a raised ground. It is encircled by a 5.6 km. long crenellated stone wall. There are five gates and three underground
passages, the walls varying in height between 4.6 and 9.2 m.

Junagarh Fort was built by Raja Raj Singh, between 1588 and 1593 A.D. This fort is situated in front of the public park. Its outer walls
are approx. 990 m in circumference. The fort is known for its range of thirty-seven palaces and pavilions built by chieftains and kings.

Junagarh Fort’s main entrance is through the Suraj Pol. In front of this gateway, sculptures of two great warriors, Jaimal and
Patta are mounted on painted stone elephants. Karan Mahal (Diwan-i-Am) built by Raja Karan Singh, is on the opposite side
of the chowk. The ceiling is supported by a continuous arcade of cusped arches over balustrade and fluted columns. Above
the Karan Mahal is Gaj Mandir, a suite of royal apartments on the roof of which is Chatra Niwas, a small pavilion. Karan Mahal
leads to Dungar Niwas which has painted walls and a white marble tank. This was filled with coloured water during the festival
of Holi. The oldest apartment of the fort is Lal Niwas. The walls are richly painted with stylized symmetrical, floral motifs. The
balconies overlooking the chowk, to the south, are fitted with jalis.

The walls of Chandra Mahal built together with the Phool Mahal and Gaj Mandir by Gaj Singh are beautifully painted. The
Phool Mahal is decorated with motifs of flowers and delicately inlaid mirror work. Anup Mahal contains the coronation hall
better known as the Raj Tilak Hall, which is decorated with red sandstone and glass inlay work. The lovely Ganga Niwas
(audience hall) was added in the nineteenth century A.D.
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20. Anup Mahal, Junagarh Fort, Bikaner, Rajasthan

Anup Mahal was built between 1669 and 1698 A.D. and was decorated later by Maharaja Gaj
Singh. It is an exquisite building with a stunning coronation hall in red and gold. The Raj Tilak
Hall, as it is known, is enriched with ornamental lacquer work and opaque glass inlay work.
One anti-chamber is vivid acquamarine blue inlaid with gilt. Another room contains the famous
hindola or swing, a rare specimen.

The Anup Mahal is the epitome of the splendour and decorative art of Rajput architecture and
is the fabulous treasure-house of a desert prince.
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21. Kota Palace, Kota, Rajasthan

Kota was founded in 1579 A.D., and is 39 kms. from Bundi. It lies on the east bank of the Chambal
river. The Kota palace was built around 1625 A.D. by Madho Singh, son of Rao Ratan Singh of
Bundi.

There is a large Durbar Hall, the Bhim Mahal constructed in the early eighteenth century A.D., which
is covered with Rajput miniatures depicting the history and legends of Kota. It has some fine ivory
and ebony inlay work and a profusion of surface ornamentation. The Elephant Gate is flanked by
murals showing a royal wedding procession and bracketed elephants, whose trunks are raised
in a gesture of salutation over the central arch. The exterior of the palace is a mixture of robust
fortification and delicate ornamental stone work. The Akhade ka Mahal was added to the west of the
inner court between 1723 and 1756 A.D. and was later enlarged and reconstructed between 1888
and 1940 A.D. The prominent Hawa Mahal, added next to the entrance to the fort in 1864 A.D. is a
copy of the famous facade at Jaipur.
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22. Jaisalmer Fort, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan

Jaisalmer was founded by Bhatti Chief Rawal Jaisal in 1156 A.D. It is situated in the Thar desert, about 287 kms from Jodhpur.
The fort stands on Trikuta hill, 76 m high and is enclosed by an imposing crenellated sandstone wall 9.1 m high. It is reinforced
with ninety-nine bastions which were used as gun platforms. Wells within the fort provided a regular source of water. The
Garh palace stands at the highest point within the fort bordering two sides of an open square known as the chauhata. This is
also called the Juna Mahal. All the windows have jali screens made of stone, typical of all Rajasthan buildings of the period.
Between 1577 and 1623 A.D. the Suraj Pol, Ganesh Pol and Hawa Pol were erected. The Suraj Pol is decorated with a large
rounded ornate Sun. To its right is a large tower crowned by a kiosk with delicate carved balconies called Tazia Tower, which
has five storeys of ornately carved details with drooping Bengali style roofs. Beyond a spiked entrance gate, on a sharp turn
in the path is the Ganesh Pol, which leads to Rang Pol. The outer defences are reinforced by a second rampart, which runs
parallel to and higher than the first. Rang Mahal, situated above Hawa Pol, is decorated with murals. Sarvotam Vilas, a most
distinguished building is decorated with blue tiles and glass mosaics. Adjacent is the Gaj Vilas, built in 1884 A.D. It stands on
a high plinth, its eastern elevation facing the Square or chauhata.

Also within the four walls is an interesting group of Jain temples, dating from the twelfth to fifteenth century A.D. The oldest is
the Parshawanath temple. They are all impressive and add another dimension to the secular buildings of the city.
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23. Salim Singh Ki Haveli, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan

Salim Singh Ki Haveli was built in 1815 A.D. It was built on an earlier structure which was
constructed in the late seventeenth century A.D. The Haveli has a beautiful arched roof and
exquisitely carved details with brackets in the form of peacocks. The entrance is guarded by
a large stone elephant, (not seen in the picture). The upper portion of the house has been
compared to a ship’s prow and, is often called Jahaz Mahal. The top two storeys, the Kanchan
Mahal and Ranga Mahal were once adorned with glass mosaics and bright colours which no
longer exist.

This Haveli belonged to the influential Mohta family and is still used for residential purposes.
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24. Nathumal’s Haveli, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan
Nathumal’s Haveli was built for the Diwan Maharawal Bari Sal in 1885 A.D.

The entrance is flanked by stone elephants and the entire facade is carved with a riot of
ornamental details — soldiers, horses, elephants, flowers and birds. The building was designed
and built by two craftsmen-architects Hathi and Lulu. One carved on the left side, the other the
right, but the overall impact is one of complete harmony. Extraordinarily, the house is built of
rock and not dressed stone. In the main room at the first-floor level, the entire front wall is a
huge, single rock carved into a bay. The inner walls are painted with beautiful miniatures.
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Forts, Palaces and Havelis of Rajasthan

1. Amber Fort, Jaipur, Rajasthan

Amber, the ancient capital of the Kachhawaha Rajputs lies in
the rocky Aravalli hills, 11 kms north of Jaipur. Much of what
remains of the fortress-palace today was constructed during
the reign of Raja Man Singh, the Rajput commmander of
Akbar’s army. It is built on a steep cliff; rectangular in concept,
its towers and white walls are reflected in a small lake. It's long
russet gold ramparts adhere to the architectural style of the
period.

This fort comprises the Diwan-i-Am, Diwan-i-Khas, several
palaces, courtyards and the famous Jagat Shiromani and Shila
Devi temples.

The entrance gate of the Amber Palace known as Ganesh
Pol (inset) was added by Jai Singh |. Ganesh Pol is situated
between the Diwan-i-Am (Public Court) and the Diwan-i-Khas
(Private Court). This gate serves as the entrance for the public
to the private courts of the palace. The gallery above the
Ganesh Pol with lattice work windows was constructed so as
to allow the women in the family to watch the activities in the
street without being seen from outside.

2. Sheesh Mahal, Amber Fort, Jaipur,
Rajasthan

The eastern pavilion of the Amber palace is built in two storeys,
one below the Jai mandir and the other above the Jas mandir.
The Jai mandir has the Diwan-i-Khas and the Sheesh Mahal,
‘The Hall of Mirrors’.

The picture shows the interior of the Sheesh Mahal. The plaster
of the wall and ceiling is embedded with tiny concave mirrors
forming a variety of designs. When this palace was occupied,
lamps were lit after dark, the reflected light in the mirrors of
the Sheesh Mahal created an illusion of a multitude of stars
in the sky.

Glass mosaic is a common Rajput technique used as decoration
in buildings. The particular patterns used here, especially
the web of tiny arch-shaped indents, follow the Shahjahani
adaptation of this decorative art.

3. City Palace, Chandra Mahal, Jaipur,
Rajasthan

Jaipur, the Pink city of Rajasthan which is 241 kms. from Agra
was founded by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh of Amber. The
City Palace situated in the centre of the city is surrounded by
a boundary wall. the earliest building and the centre of the
complex is the Chandra Mahal which was constructed in 1724-
34 A.D. The picture shows a seven-tiered, pyramidal structure
of the Chandra Mahal. On the ground floor, on the north side,
is the broad verandah called the Pritam Niwas, from which a
marble channel runs into the formal garden.In the main portion
of the ground floor of the Chandra Mahal is situated the “Hall of
audience”. This is a small and rather low peristyle hall with the
familiar cusped arches. To the south-east of the Chandra Mahal
is the building known as Diwan-i-Am (at present this is serving
as an art gallery). The royal women apartments (zenana) lies
in the west of Chandra Mahal, which is a vast building. The two
principal pavilions of the palace are the Badal Mahal and the
Govind Deo temple. Close to the Chandra Mahal is the famous
Jantar Mantar constructed in 1718-34 A.D., (inset picture)
the largest of the five observatories built by Jai Singh Il in the

early eighteenth century A.D., the others are at Delhi, Mathura,
Ujjain and Varanasi.

4. Jaigarh Fort, Jaipur, Rajasthan

The imposing Jaigarh Fort was built in 1600 A.D. by Raja Man
Singh. It offers a beautiful view of the plans and the city of Jaipur.
This fort housed the famous treasures of the Kachhawaha
rulers in deep vaults. The fort was designed in a manner that
no enemy could enter as it was well protected from all sides. In
the (inset) picture you can see Jaiwaan, one of the largest
cannon on wheels in the world, made in the foundry of Jaigarh.

5. Jal Mahal, Jaipur, Rajasthan

Outside the Jaipur city walls are various other palace buildings.
To the south-east on the Agra road is the Sisodia Rani Mahal,
built for the wife of Sawai Jai Singh (not seen in the picture). To
the north-east, numerous buildings line the road to Amber, of
which the most important is the Jal Mahal, a pleasure palace
built in the middle of Man Sagar, the artificial lake.

6. Hawa Mahal, Jaipur, Rajasthan

Hawa Mahal or Palace of the Winds is one of Jaipur’s major
landmarks. It was built in 1799 A.D. by Maharaja Sawai Pratap
Singh. This five storey building is a unique example of Rajput
architecture with its pink coloured semi octagonal and delicate
honeycombed sandstone windows. The first two storeys of the
Hawa Mahal enclose basement and courtyards, but the three
storeys above consist only of passages and balconies. The
exterior of the Hawa Mahal gives the look of a Shikhara of a
temple. It was originally built to enable the royal ladies, seated
in its 953 niches and windows to look down on processions
in the main street below without being seen by the common
people. In the inset picture you can see the back view of the
Hawa Mahal.

7. Mehrangarh Fort, Jodhpur, Rajasthan

Jodhpur is situated at a height of 235 m on a range of sandstone
hills about 386 kms away from Jaipur. It was founded by Rao
Jodha in 1459 A.D. This Fort, popularly known as Mehrangarh,
is 122 m above the plains and is enclosed by a high wall with
bastions. Its eastern towers and bastions are the strongest.
The Fort is guarded by seven gates of which the fourth gate
has been destroyed. The first gate, Fateh Pol is between twin
bastions and has a curved barbican, its lintel is supported on
corbels. Gopal gate, Bhairon gate and Dodhkangra gates have
elegant arches. The sixth gate, Loha Pol has the hand prints of
fifteen royal satis, wives of the Maharaja. this Loha Pol controls
the final turn of the path of the fort round the northern end.
The seventh gate, Suraj Pol leads sideways from the eastern
passage into the durbar court. The Fort contains Moti Mahal,
Phool Mahal, the royal ladies apartments (zenana), Salim Kot,
Murli Manoharji temple, Kalka temple, Chamunda temple,
Chamunda-ki-Nandi and the two small tanks namely the Rani
Talao and the Gulab Sagar to the south. The Fort summit is
divided into three areas, the palace of the north-west, the
strongly fortified area to the south edge of the cliff and a long
wide terrace to the east of the palace.

In front of the Mehrangarh Fort in the picture you can see the
Jaswant Thada.

8. Facade, Zenana Mahal, Mehrangarh Fort,
Jodhpur, Rajasthan

The Garh palace of Mehrangarh Fort, of which about two third
is a zenana, was constructed during 1670 A.D. by Maharaja
Jaswant Singh. A major court of the zenana is Moti Mahal
chowk otherwise known as Moti Vilas. This zenana contains
numerous jharokhas (small, projecting balcony) decorated
with jali work screens and capped by curved roofs. The whole
structure is carved from sandstone and painted white. The
profusion of jalis creates an illusion of delicate lace work. The
narrow gallery between the arcade and the bracket of the stone

supporting the facade - a narrow strip along the edge of each
room - is a unique feature peculiar to the Jodhpur zenana.

9. Jaswant Thada, Jodhpur, Rajasthan

Jaswant Thada, a cluster of royal cenotaphs of royal chhatries
was built in 1899 A.D. in the memory of Maharaja Jaswant
Singh 1l. The cenotaphs of the Jaswant Thada also has
portraits of the rulers of Jodhpur. Royal chhatries were built to
commemorate the place where royalty had been cremated and
also served as a memorial to them.

10. City Palace, Udaipur, Rajasthan

Udaipur, the beautiful city of lakes is situated about 259 kms
from Jodhpur and was founded by Maharana Udai Singh. The
City Palace of the Maharanas, which stands along the banks
of the Pichola lake, is an impressive complex of buildings
in granite and marble flanked by octagonal corner towers
surmounted by cupolas. The exterior is plastered in white
colour. The palace faces the east. The entrance is through the
Badi Pol, which contains the royal drums. The Suraj Pol is in
line with Toran Pol, the main gate of the palace building. The
Toran Pol, which one could enter mounted on horseback leads
into a large chowk, flanked by two smaller palaces. The Sheesh
Mahal is decorated with inlay mirror work and the Krishna Vilas
with episodes from stories painted in the miniature style. Blue
and white Chinese and Dutch tiles are used in Chini-Ki-Chitra
Mahal which is the central pavilion of the palace. The Manak
Mahal has glass and porcelain and the Moti Mahal is famous
for its mirror work. The scenes from the Radha-Krishna stories
are painted on the walls of the Bhim Vilas, and the intricately
crafted peacocks in fine mosaic relief on the walls of Mor chowk
of Pritam Vilas. The Zenana Mahal, gardens and fountains of
Bada Mahal are beautifully constructed.

The Udaipur City Palace is a blend of Mughal decorative art
and Rajput military architecture.

11. Lake Palace, Udaipur, Rajasthan

Lake Pichola was formed in the fourteenth century A.D. Fringed
with green hills and studded with ghats and gardens, the lake
provides an ethereal beauty to Udaipur.

Lake palace also known as Jag Niwas is built from white
marble and was the summer palace of the former royal family.
Its balconies and windows overlook the lake. This airy complex
has marble floors and granite columns. The gardens and
fountains are well laid and the rooms are beautifully decorated.
The Sajjan Niwas or Lotus suite of the palace contains murals
which depict girls dancing among lotus leaves. In the courtyard
there is a lily pond. Jag Niwas has now been converted to a
hotel and is called the Lake Palace Hotel.

12. Jag Mandir, Udaipur, Rajasthan

The Jag Mandir, which is on the southern island of the Pichola
lake was built in 1551 A.D. The domed pavilion or Gul Mahal,
which is its greatestlandmark, was commenced by Karan Singh.
It is one of the few examples of Mughal style of architecture in
the state. It is said, thatin 1623 A.D. Prince Khurram the future
Emperor Shahjahan, lived here when he revolted against his
father, Jahangir.

13. Kumbhalgarh Fort,
Rajasthan

Kumbhalgarh,

Kumbhalgarh is a spectacular hill fort built by Maharana
Kumbha, at a height of 1087 m above sea level and is about
90 kms from Udaipur. It lies on the top most ridge of the hill,
surrounded by thirteen other peaks. The Chittorgarh Fort and
the Kumbhalgarh Fort are the two most important forts of
Mewar.

The Kumbhalgarh Fort has four wide walls, and it was well
equipped with batteries, and sufficient accommodation for the
troops and the public. It took fifteen years to complete the fort.



The approach is impressive across deep ravines and through
thick jungles. Seven massive gates guard the approaches,
while seven ramparts, one within the other reinforced by
rounded bastions and huge watchtowers, render the fort
impregnable. Besides many gates, it has several temples like
Kumbashyam, Nikhanth and Kuber within the fort.

The outer wall embraces an area of several square miles. The
tiers of inner ramparts rise to the summit, which are crowned
by the Badal Mahal of the Ranas. The palace has several sets
of rooms furnished in pastel colours in the nineteenth century
AD.

14. Ramparts, Kumbhalgarh Fort, Kumbhalgarh,
Rajasthan

The outer wall of the Kumbhalgarh Fort embraces an area of
several square miles. This wall is comparable to the grandeur
of the Great Wall of China.

15. Alwar Palace, Alwar, Rajasthan

The building of the Alwar City Palace was commenced in
1793 A.D. by Raja Bakhtawar Singh. It consists of a varied
group of buildings of different styles of architecture. In front
of the palace there is a large ornamental tank. The interior of
the palace is notable for the Sheesh Mahal which is dotted
with Rajput miniature paintings sealed under glass. Near the
Sheesh Mahal is the armoury and the royal library, which
contains a fine collection of oriental manuscripts including a
copy of a beautifully illustrated Gulistan manuscript of 1848
A.D. It also has a rich collection of bejewelled sabres, swords
and weapons.

The Palace is a delicate rendering of the style which emerged
out of the blend of Rajput and Mughal style of architecture.

16. Victory Tower, Chittorgarh Fort, Chittorgarh,
Rajasthan

Victory Tower or Jaya Stambh is a masterpiece of fifteenth
century revivalist Jain architecture, built by Rana Kumbha,
one of the most powerful Kings of Mewar. It was designed
by an architect called Jaita to commemorate the victory over
Mahmud Khalji of Malwa in 1440 A.D. The tower was mainly
built by compact limestone and the quartz rock on which it
stands. It has nine storeys rising to 37.2 m above the ground
level. In each tier of this tower, there is a mandapa associated
with a temple, enriched with balconied windows and is carved
profusely with the gods of the Hindu pantheon. The ninth
storey has a vault with a sculptured representation of Lord
Krishna surrounded by dancing gopis.

17. Deeg Palace, Deeg, Rajasthan

Deeg was the capital of the Jat Kingdom founded by Badan
Singh. ltis situated about 32 kms from Bharatpur. The fortress
and the pleasure palaces of Deeg are of major architectural
importance of that period.

Badan Singh’s palace at Deeg, also known as Purana Mahal,
is a single continuous mass of building built on a plain with
little fortification. Inside the palace there are apartments, now
used for Government offices, with two open chowks, however
the building is a rectangular block. It's upper portion consists
of a number of domes and galleries. The main entrance of the
palace is via the Singh Pol. This gate has a huge archway
ornately carved with lions. some other architectural features
of the palace are the Suraj Gate, the Nanga Gate and the two
water tanks the Gopal Sagar and the Rup Sagar. In the picture
the reflection of the palace can be seen in the Gopal Sagar.

18. Bundi Fort, Bundi, Rajasthan
Bundi is situated in south-east Rajasthan. Bundi Fort was

constructed by Rao Deva Hara in 1342 A.D. This fort is
popularly known as Taragarh Fort. It is square in plan with

large corner bastions. In the middle of the west wall there is
a fine gateway and in the middle of the east wall, a postern.
The ramparts are crenellated, with high parapets. The main
gate, to the west is flanked by octagonal towers protected by a
strong barbican. The main entrance has vaulted guard rooms.
the fort is dominated by a huge masonry tower, the Bhim Burj,
which was used to house one of the most famous cannons of
this region, the sixteenth century Garbh-Ganjam (now lost).
The Rani Mahal at Taragarh, stands reflected in a large tank,
with delicate fading miniatures on walls and coloured glasses
in windows. Bundi Fort contains many water tanks, one
among them is the Sabirna-Dha-Ka-Kund. It is a deep, square
stepped water tank, built in 1654 A.D. It is a fine example of
three dimensional geometrical architecture.

19. Junagarh Fort, Bikaner, Rajasthan

Bikaner was founded by Bika, son of Rao Jodha in 1488
A.D. The approach to the city of Bikaner is magnificent and
it is situated on a raised ground. It is encircled by a 5.6 km.
long crenellated stone wall. There are five gates and three
underground passages, the walls varying in height between
46and 9.2 m.

Junagarh Fort was built by Raja Raj Singh, between 1588 and
1593 A.D. This fort is situated in front of the public park. Its
outer walls are approx. 990 m in circumference. The fort is
known for its range of thirty-seven palaces and pavilions built
by chieftains and kings.

Junagarh Fort’s main entrance is through the Suraj Pol. In front
of this gateway, sculptures of two great warriors, Jaimal and
Patta are mounted on painted stone elephants. Karan Mahal
(Diwan-i-Am) built by Raja Karan Singh, is on the opposite side
of the chowk. The ceiling is supported by a continuous arcade
of cusped arches over balustrade and fluted columns. Above
the Karan Mahal is Gaj Mandir, a suite of royal apartments
on the roof of which is Chatra Niwas, a small pavilion. Karan
Mahal leads to Dungar Niwas which has painted walls and a
white marble tank. This was filled with coloured water during
the festival of Holi. The oldest apartment of the fort is Lal
Niwas. The walls are richly painted with stylized symmetrical,
floral motifs. The balconies overlooking the chowk, to the
south, are fitted with jalis.

The walls of Chandra Mahal built together with the Phool Mahal
and Gaj Mandir by Gaj Singh are beautifully painted. The
Phool Mahal is decorated with motifs of flowers and delicately
inlaid mirror work. Anup Mahal contains the coronation hall
better known as the Raj Tilak Hall, which is decorated with
red sandstone and glass inlay work. The lovely Ganga Niws
(audience hall) was added in the nineteenth century A.D.

20. Anup Mahal, Junagarh Fort, Bikaner, Rajasthan

Anup Mahal was built between 1669 and 1698 A.D. and was
decorated later by Maharaja Gaj Singh. It is an exquisite
building with a stunning coronation hall in red and gold. The Raj
Tilak Hall, as it is known, is enriched with ornamental lacquer
work and opaque glass inlay work. One anti-chamber is vivid
acquamarine blue inlaid with gilt. Another room contains the
famous hindola or swing, a rare specimen.

The Anup Mahal is the epitome of the splendour and decorative
art of Rajput architecture and is the fabulous treasure-house
of a desert prince.

21. Kota Palace, Kota, Rajasthan

Kota was founded in 1579 A.D., and is 39 kms. from Bundi. It
lies on the east bank of the Chambal river. The Kota palace
was built around 1625 A.D. by Madho Singh, son of Rao
Ratan Singh of Bundi.

There is a large Durbar Hall, the Bhim Mahal constructed
in the early eighteenth century A.D., which is covered with
Rajput miniatures depicting the history and legends of Kota.

It has some fine ivory and ebony inlay work and a profusion
of surface ornamentation. The Elephant Gate is flanked by
murals showing a royal wedding procession and bracketed
elephants, whose trunks are raised in a gesture of salutation
over the central arch. The exterior of the palace is a mixture
of robust fortification and delicate ornamental stone work. The
Akhade ka Mahal was added to the west of the inner court
between 1723 and 1756 A.D. and was later enlarged and
reconstructed between 1888 and 1940 A.D. The prominent
Hawa Mahal, added next to the entrance to the fort in 1864
A.D. is a copy of the famous facade at Jaipur.

22. Jaisalmer Fort, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan

Jaisalmer was founded by Bhatti Chief Rawal Jaisal in 1156
A.D. It is situated in the Thar desert, about 287 kms from
Jodhpur. The fort stands on Trikuta hill, 76 m high and is
enclosed by an imposing crenellated sandstone wall 9.1 m
high. It is reinforced with ninety-nine bastions which were
used as gun platforms. Wells within the fort provided a regular
source of water. The Garh palace stands at the highest point
within the fort bordering two sides of an open square known
as the chauhata. This is also called the Juna Mahal. All
the windows have jali screens made of stone, typical of all
Rajasthan buildings of the period. Between 1577 and 1623
A.D. the Suraj Pol, Ganesh Pol and Hawa Pol were erected.
The Suraj Pol is decorated with a large rounded ornate Sun.
To its right is a large tower crowned by a kiosk with delicate
carved balconies called Tazia Tower, which has five storeys
of ornately carved details with drooping Bengali style roofs.
Beyond a spiked entrance gate, on a sharp turn in the path is
the Ganesh Pol, which leads to Rang Pol. The outer defences
are reinforced by a second rampart, which runs parallel to and
higher than the first. Rang Mahal, situated above Hawa Pol, is
decorated with murals. Sarvotam Vilas, a most distinguished
building is decorated with blue tiles and glass mosaics.
Adjacent is the Gaj Vilas, builtin 1884 A.D. It stands on a high
plinth, its eastern elevation facing the Square or chauhata.

Also within the four walls is an interesting group of Jain temples,
dating from the twelfth to fifteenth century A.D. The oldest is
the Parshawanath temple. They are all impressive and add
another dimension to the secular buildings of the city.

23.Salim Singh Ki Haveli, Jaisalmer,
Rajasthan

Salim Singh Ki Haveli was built in 1815 A.D. It was built
on an earlier structure which was constructed in the late
seventeenth century A.D. The Haveli has a beautiful arched
roof and exquisitely carved details with brackets in the form of
peacocks. The entrance is guarded by a large stone elephant,
(not seen in the picture). The upper portion of the house has
been compared to a ship’s prow and, is often called Jahaz
Mahal. The top two storeys, the Kanchan Mahal and Ranga
Mahal were once adorned with glass mosaics and bright
colours which no longer exist.

This Haveli belonged to the influential Mohta family and is still
used for residential purposes.

24. Nathumal’s Haveli, Jaisalmer, Rajasthan

Nathumal’s Haveli was built for the Diwan Maharawal Bari Sal
in 1885 A.D.

The entrance is flanked by stone elephants and the entire
facade is carved with a riot of ornamental details — soldiers,
horses, elephants, flowers and birds. The building was
designed and built by two craftsmen-architects Hathi and
Lulu. One carved on the left side, the other the right, but the
overall impact is one of complete harmony. Extraordinarily, the
house is built of rock and not dressed stone. In the main room
at the first-floor level, the entire front wall is a huge, single rock
carved into a bay. The inner walls are painted with beautiful
miniatures.
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