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“Forts are the chief protection of a kingdom”
-The Ajnapatra, an early 18th century treatise,

written by Ramachandra Amatya

Introduction

       Fortifications are military constructions and buildings designed for defence in 
warfare and military bases. The term is derived from the Latin word 'fortis' (strong) 
and 'facere' (to make). 

Fortification was considered essential initially during the earliest times for 
protection against wild animals. Subsequently as habitations progressed and 
prospered because of the possibility of hostile attacks, it was necessary to provide 
protective fortifications to cities and towns and also raise armies to defend them. 
The development of weaponry and armament evidently had a considerable 
influence on the design and development of fortifications. Proliferation in the art 
and science of fortifications provides an index to the political climate in India 
during the various periods of her history. Uruk in ancient Sumer (Mesopotamia) is 
one of the world's oldest known walled cities. Some settlements in the Indus Valley 
Civilization were also fortified.

Karnataka has a long history of fort construction. No other region of India has forts 
as the region of Deccan which includes parts of Maharashtra, Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh. The Satavahanas in the 3rd and 4th centuries C.E. are said to have 
built the earliest forts in Karnataka. Remnants of fort walls have been found in 
Sannati, Aihole, Banavasi etc.

Numerous forts were constructed by the Kadamba rulers. The Badami fort is 
another ancient fort built in 543 C.E.  by Pulikesi I of Chalukya dynasty. It was 
built in the middle of a sloping hill. The Chalukya forts of Badami and Aihole can 
be seen even today. 

The Gangas, Rashtrakutas, Kalyana Chalukyas and Hoysalas built innumerable 
forts from 8th to 12th centuries C.E. Practically all the towns Bidar, Raichur, 
Belagola, Chikmagalur, Talaguppa, Halebid, Bellary, Kolar and many more had 
forts. With the medieval period there was great progress in the art of warfare. This 
led to changes in fort building. The height of the fortress walls, watch towers and 
depth and width of canals increased. New plants and features were introduced in 
the moats.

From 13th century C.E. up to 18th century C.E., Karnataka forts show Persian, 
British and French influence. We see such forts at Hampi, Gulbarga, Bijapur, 
Raichur, Chitradurga, Kittur, Srirangapatnam etc. These forts have canals and 
walls round the forts, embellished with high domes, hole in the front walls to fire 

^^nqxZ jkT;  laj{k.k d¢ eq[; vax gSaA**
¼vkKki=] 18oha lnh  vkjEHk esa fy[kk x;k izcaèk] 

vekR; jkepUnz }kjk fyf[kr½

Hkwfedk

nqxZcanh dh lajpuk rFkk cukoV lsuk dh lqj{kk rFkk ;q)  le; Nkouh cukus  fy, dh 
x;hA vaxzsth Hkk"kk esa QksVhZfQds'ku 'kCn ysfVu Hkk"kk  QksfVZl ¼et+cwr½ vkSj Q¢t+s;j 
¼cukuk½ ls cuk gSA  

izkphu le; esa 'kq: esa taxyh tkuojksa  geys ls cpus fy, nqxZcanh vkjEHk gqbZ] ckn esa 
tSls&tSls cfLr;ksa] dLcksa vkSj uxjksa dk fodkl gksus yxk] mudh lqj{kk  fy, lsuk rS;kj 
dh tkus yxh rc nqxZcanh dh vko';drk gqbZA gfFk;kjksa  fodkl rFkk mi;ksx  rjhdksa 
dk fo'ks"k izHkko nqxZcanh dh cukoV rFkk lajpuk ij iM+kA bldh dyk rFkk fuekZ.k 
rduhd esa rsth ls fodkl gqvk vkSj Hkkjr  bfrgkl esa izR;sd jktuhfrd okrkoj.k esa ;g 
,d ekinaM cu x;kA m#d uxj izkphu dky  lqesj ¼eslksiksVkfe;k½ esa fLFkr nqfu;k dk 
lcls izkphu uxj gS] ;g pkjksa vksj ls ?ksjkcan FkkA flUèkq lH;rk dh dqN cfLr;ka nhokjksa ls 
?ksjkcan FkhaA

dukZVd esa nqxZ cukus dk iqjkuk bfrgkl gSA Hkkjr  nDdu {ks=] ftlesa dqN Hkkx 
egkjk"Vª] dukZVd rFkk vkaèkz izns'k  lfEefyr gSa] vius nqxks±  fy;s lcls vfèkd izfl) 
gSaA dukZVd esa lcls izkphu dgs tkus okys nqxZ rhljh rFkk pkSFkh 'krkCnh esa lkrokguksa 
}kjk cuk;s x;sA bu nqxks± dh nhokjksa  [kaMgj vkt Hkh lUukrh] ,sgksy rFkk cuoklh 
bR;kfn esa ik, tkrs gSaA

dnEc 'kkldksa }kjk vusd nqxZ cuk;s x,A cknkeh nqxZ ,slk gh izkphu nqxZ gS ftls 543 bZ- esa 
pkyqD;  jktoa'kt iqy lh çFke us cuok;k FkkA ;g ,d <kynkj igkM+h  eè; Hkkx esa 
cuk;k x;k FkkA cknkeh vkSj ,sgksy esas pkyqD; nqxZ vkt Hkh ns[kus dks feyrs gSaA

xax] jk"VªdwV] dY;k.k pkyqD; vkSj gks;ly 'kkldksa us vusd nqxZ 8oha ls 12oha 'krkCnh bZ- 
rd cuok,A izk;% lHkh uxjksa esa nqxZ Fks] mnkgj.k  fy, chnj] jk;pwj] csyxksyk] 
fpdexywj] rkykxqIik] gSysfcM] csYykjh] dksykj rFkk vU; cgqr ls uxjA eè; dky esa ;q) 
dyk dk cgqr fodkl gqvk ftl  QyLo:i nqxZ dh cukoV Hkh cnyhA nqxZ dh nhokjksa dh 
ÅapkbZ] i;Zos{k.k cqtks± dh ÅapkbZ] ugjksa vkSj [kkb;ksa dh pkSM+kbZ rFkk xgjkbZ lHkh dks c<+k;k 
x;kA nqxZ dks ?ksjus okyh [kkb;ksa vkSj ukyksa esa fofHkUu izdkj  isM+ ikS/ks yxk, x,A

13oha 'krkCnh bZ- ls 18oha 'krkCnh bZ- esa cus dukZVd  nqxks± esa Qkjlh] fczfV'k rFkk Ýkalhlh 
izHkko ik;k tkrk gSA ,sls gh nqxZ gEih] xqycxkZ] chtkiqj] jk;pwj] fp=nqxZ] fdÙkwj] 
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guns. The Vijayanagar fort had 500 km of walls around it. Chitradurga fort had a 
massive hill fort and Srirangapatnam had a water fort resembling such forts in 
Europe.

Although Kautilya in his Arthashastra advocated the provision of forts along the 
boundary of a kingdom, due to unique geographical conditions in India it could 
not be successfully implemented. Often the forts were situated in the central part 
of various kingdoms, as is clearly seen from the distribution of forts in Rajasthan, 
Maharashtra and in several states of South India. 

Great importance has been given to the fortifications of the towns and cities in 
India from the Vedic period to the 17th century. With passage of time, the nature of 
fortifications does not seem to have changed radically or significantly though 
certain changes were necessary to suit new armament in the offensive and 
defensive strategies of warfare. The Indian subcontinent was usually divided into 
numerous kingdoms. The kings who ruled over them displayed the grandeur and 
affluence of their courts through the beautification of the forts of important cities 
and towns.

Important fortified cities and palaces of ancient and medieval India, therefore, 
present a formidable and aesthetically picturesque appearance which still attracts 
worldwide attention and admiration. This is believed to be the result of due 
importance given to fort planning in the Shilpa Shastras, the canonical books of 
the Hindu craftsmen. The architects who specialised in the branch of fort 
architecture were known as durga karinah.

There are innumerable forts and fortified cities which dominate the landscape 
throughout India and are built according to the norms laid down by the Shilpa 
Shastras. Ancient and medieval fortifications of India occupy a prominent 
position in the history of military architecture which is quite distinct from the 
development point of view of the fortifications in other countries.
                                              
Forts in Ancient Indian Literature

In ancient and medieval Indian literature the term durga is generally applied to all 
kinds of fortifications. The word durga seems to have originated from the 
Sanskrit word 'durgam' meaning difficult to trespass signifying the importance of 
a strategic site, a strong wall and a moat to make it an impregnable stronghold.
 
Forts and fortified cities find frequent mention in Indian literature such as the 
Vedas, Kalpasutras, Smriti Shastras, Niti Shastras, Puranas, the Shilpa and Vastu 
Shastras.

This vast store of knowledge throws considerable light on the development and 
growth of fortifications in India. The earliest references to the forts and fortified 

JhjaxiVue bR;kfn esa ik, tkrs gSaA bu nqxks±  pkjksa vksj [kkb;k¡] ?ksjkcan nhokjsa] 
ltkoVh Å¡ps xqEcn] cUnwd pykus  fy, lkeus dh nhokjksa esa cus Nsn ik, tkrs gSaA 
fot;uxj nqxZ  pkjksa vksj 500 fd-eh- nhokj cuh gqbZ gSA fp=nqxZ dk nqxZ ,d fo'kky 
igkM+h nqxZ gS rFkk JhjaxiVue nqxZ esa ,d tynqxZ gS tks fd ;wjksi esa ik, tkus okys nqxks± 

;|fi dkSfVY; us vius vFkZ'kkL= esa jkT; lhek  lkFk&lkFk nqxZ cukus dk lq>ko fn;k 
gS ijUrq Hkkjr dh fof'k"V HkkSxksfyd fLFkfr dkj.k ;g lq>ko dk;kZfUor ugha gks ik;kA 
izk;% nqxZ jkT;ksa eè; Hkkx esa fLFkr FksA fofnr rkSj ij ,slk jktLFkku] egkjk"Vª rFkk 
nf{k.k dbZ jkT;ksa esa ns[kk tk ldrk gSA

oSfnd dky ls 17oha lnh rd uxjksa] dLcksa vkSj egkuxjksa dh nqxZcanh dks vR;ar egÙo 
fn;k x;kA le;  lkFk yEcs le; rd nqxZcanh  rjhdksa esa dksbZ fo'ks"k cnyko ugha 
vk;k tcfd dqN cnyko lqj{kk rjhds] ;q) dyk vkSj gfFk;kjksa  fodkl esa vk;s 
cnyko dkj.k vko';d FksA Hkkjrh; egk}hi dbZ jkT;ksa esa foHkkftr FkkA mu jkT;ksa ij 
jkTk djus okys 'kkld 

viuh le`f) rFkk lEiUurk dk izn'kZu djrs FksA

izkphu rFkk eè; dky  eq[; nqxZcan uxj] egy viuh vHks| rFkk dykRed lqUnjrk o 
HkO;rk fy, vkt Hkh nqfu;k Hkj esa vkd"kZ.k dk anz gSaA izkekf.kd fgUnw f'kYi xzaFk 
f'kYi'kkL=  ;s HkO; bekjrsa cukbZ x;h Fkha] tks okLrqdkj nqxZ okLrqdyk dh bl 
'kk[kk esa ikjaxr Fkss] os bUgsa nqxZ djhuk dgrs FksA

f'kYi'kkL=  fu;ekuqlkj cus ;s nqxZ rFkk nqxZcan uxj leLr Hkkjro"kZ esa ik;s tkrs gSaA 
Hkkjr izkphu rFkk eè;dkyhu nqxZcanh dk lSU;okLrq'kkL= egÙoiw.kZ 
LFkku gS rFkk ;g vU; ns'kksa ls fHkUu rFkk fof'k"V gSA

izkphu Hkkjrh; lkfgR; esa nqxZ 

izkphu rFkk eè;dkyhu lkfgR; esa nqxZ dk eryc lHkh izdkj dh lqj{kk ?ksjkcanh bR;kfn 
ls gSA nqxZ 'kCn dk mn~xe laLÑr 'kCn ̂nqxZe* ls gSA nqxZe dk vFkZ gS & fdlh Hkh LFkku 
rd igq¡pus dh dfBukbZ] tks fd mldh fLFkfr vkSj pkjksa vksj cus ukyksa rFkk mldh 
etcwrh ij fuHkZj djrh gSA

nqxZ rFkk nqxZcan 'kgjksa dk o.kZu lHkh osnksa] dYilw=ksa] Le`fr'kkL=ksa] uhfr'kkL=ksa] iqjk.kksa] 
f'kYi rFkk okLrq'kkL=ksa esa ik;k tkrk gSA

;g foLr`r Kkudks"k Hkkjr esa nqxZcanh rFkk mu fodkl ij izdk'k Mkyrk gSA osnksa esa 
lcls iqjkus nqxZ vkSj nqxZcanh dk o.kZu ik;k tkrk gSA iqj 'kCn ¼iq"V feêh dk dke½ _Xosn 
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cities are to be found in the Vedas. Pur (strengthened earthwork) is a word of 
frequent occurrence in the Rig Veda and later, meaning “rampart”, “fort” or 
“stronghold”. A fort 'full of kine' (gomti) is mentioned indicating that strongholds 
were used to hold cattle. The cattle were invariably threatened by wild animals. 
This must have necessitated some sort of protective barriers or fencing during the 
early stages of civilization which were improved upon subsequently with the use 
of mud, brick and stone for the fortification of towns.

Considerable progress was made in the methods of fortification as the need for 
protection intensified in the subsequent period. The art of warfare also gained 
importance, which is evident from the fact that the Dhanurveda is known to be a 
branch (Upaveda) of Yajurveda which expounds the classification of various 
kinds of forts. This classification is universally accepted in India though few more 
were added to this list during succeeding periods by various authorities. 

The different types of forts are as follows:

Bhudurga or Nagaradurga (City Fort on a plain terrain) 

Giridurga or Parvatdurga (Mountain Fort)

Jaladurga (Water Fort) 

Dhanvandurga (Desert Fort)

Naradurga (Man-made Fort) 

Mahidurga (Mud Fort)

Vanadurga (Forest Fort)

The description of forts and their classification are found in the Puranas, notably 
the Agni Purana, the Matsya Purana, the Devi Purana etc. According to Agni 
Purana the king should make his residence in a fort. In Mahabharata and the 
Manusmriti, we find ample references to forts and fortifications.

The boundaries of various kingdoms were always in flux depending on the 
strength or weakness of the ruler. The realm used to be divided into various 
provinces. The protection of each provincial boundary was the responsibility of 
the jagirdars or the provincial satraps who in general were interested in keeping 
their own position and jagirs secure. They were prone to change their loyalties to 
meet this end. The forts were thus meant to protect the local treasury and provide a 
shelter to the people in the region during the political upheavals.

Pataliputra, Taxila, Kashi etc., were some of the notable fortified cities of the 
Mauryan period. Based on the account of Megasthenes, Pataliputra was situated 
on the confluence of the Ganges and the Son rivers and was more than nine miles 
in length and one and half miles in breadth. It was protected by a wooden wall and 
in front of it was a moat for defence and sewage of the city. The city wall was 
crowned with 570 towers and had 64 gates. The palace was in the centre of the city 

esa rFkk bl  vusd ckj iz;ksx fd;k x;k] ftldk vFkZ ̂ijdksVk*] ̂nqxZ* ;k ̂fdyk* 
gksrk gSA nqxZ] ftlesa cgqla[; ¼xkserh½ eos'kh j[kus  cuk;s tkrs Fks] ftlls mudh 
j{kk taxyh tkuojksa ls gks l A lH;rkvksa  fodkl  lkFk&lkFk eosf'k;ksa dh taxyh 
tkuojksa ls j{kk gsrq vko';drkuqlkj ckM+k cukus dh vko';drk gqbZA vkxs le; esa ;s 
ckM+s feêh] b±V] iRFkj ls cuk;s tkus yxsA

ijorhZ le; esa tSls&tSls lqj{kk dh vko';drk c<+h] nqxZcanh djus  rjh  fodflr 
gq,A lSU; dyk  fodkl dk Hkh egÙo c<+us yxk vkSj ;g rF; blls Li"V gksrk gS fd 
^èkuqosZn*] tks fd ;tqosZn dh 'kk[kk ¼miosn½ ekuk tkrk gS] esaa fofHkUu izdkj  nqxks± dk 
izkekf.kd o.kZu fn;k x;k gSA ;g o.kZu Hkkjr esa lHkh rjg ls ekU; gS] ;|fi dqN 
tkudkjh ckn  le; esa Hkh fofHkUu fo}kuksa }kjk tksM+h x;hA

fofHkUu izdkj nqxZ

HkwnqxZ ;k uxjnqxZ ¼lery èkjrh ij cus nqxZuxj½

fxfjnqxZ ;k igkM+h nqxZ

tynqxZ ¼ikuh  nqxZ½

èkuou nqxZ ¼jsfxLrkuh nqxZ½

ujnqxZ ¼ekuo }kjk cuk;s nqxZ½

eghnqxZ ¼feêh ls cus nqxZ½

ounqxZ ¼taxy nqxZ½

nqxks± dk o.kZu rFkk izdkj iqjk.kksa esa Hkh ik;k x;k gSA fo'ks"k :i ls vfXuiqjk.k] eRL;iqjk.k] 
nsohiqjk.k bR;kfn esaA vfXuiqjk.k  vuqlkj jktk dks viuk fuokl ,d nqxZ esa gh cukuk 
pkfg,A euqLe`fr rFkk egkHkkjr xzaFkksa esa nqxZ rFkk nqxZcanh  dbZ mnkgj.k ik;s tkrs gSaA

vuds  lkezkT;kas dh lhek,a mu  jktkvkas dh 'kfä vkSj detkfs j;kas  vuqlkj QSyrh ;k 
fldqMr+ h jgrh FkhAa  jkT; fofHkUu izn's kkas eas c¡Vs gq, FkAs  izknfs 'kd lhekvkas dh lqj{kk dh 
ftEens kjh ogka  tkxhjnkj ;k izknfs 'kd j{kd ¼{k=Ik½  fy, fu;r FkhA vius vfèkdkj 
dks cuk;s j[kus  fy, og ny cnyus  fy, Hkh vkrqj gks tkrs FkAs  [ktkus dh j{kk rFkk 
jktuSfrd mFky iqFky  le; ykxs kas dks vkJ; nus s  fy, nqxZ dh vko';drk gkrs h FkhA

ikVfyiq=] r{kf'kyk] dk'kh bR;kfn ekS;Zdky  dqN nqxZcan uxj FksA esxLFkuht+  o.kZu 
vuqlkj ikVfyiq= uxj xaxk rFkk lksu unh  laxe ij cuk gqvk FkkA ;g ukS ehy ls 

vfèkd yEck rFkk Ms<+ ehy pkSM+k FkkA bldh j{kk  fy, ,d ydM+h dh nhokj] lkeus 
,d ugj rFkk uxj dk ukyk FkkA uxj dh nhokj ij 570 ehukjsa lqlfTtr Fkha vkSj bl  
64 }kj FksA egy uxj  eè; Hkkx esa Fkk] ftlesa vusd dks"B rFkk rg[kkus okyh xfy;ka 
Fkha] ftlls jktk rFkk [ktkus dh j{kk gks l A
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and contained many chambers including underground passages for the security of 
the king and the treasury.

The Sivatatva Ratnakara is another important work compiled in South India 
towards the end of the 17th century by Basava Bhupala (1684-1710), who was the 
ruler of the Keladi kingdom. It has an important chapter on the use and 
construction of fortresses. 

The rulers of the Vijayanagar kingdom were also great patrons of art, literature 
and architecture. During this period, two notable treatises namely 'Daivadhnya 
Vilasa' and 'Akashabhairavakalpa' were written, which throw considerable light 
on the fort planning. 

Though they are defence-oriented in nature, the Indian forts do not fail to impress 
the beholder by their formidable and imposing structures. They spell the power 
and affluence of the rulers. The walls of Indian forts in general are of great 
thickness and height, strengthened at regular intervals by massive towers which 
were used as watch towers where guns and cannons were placed.

Another important feature of Indian forts is the ornamentation of their defences 
and gateways. These are generally covered with panelling and moulded 
sculptural decoration. Construction features such as arches, lintels and corbels are 
carved in rich and elaborate designs.

The gates of forts, palaces and towns in India have some special architectural 
characteristics. 

The heavy teak doors as the entrance gates are provided with iron spikes on the 
outer face. They are arranged in horizontal tiers. Their purpose was to prevent the 
doors being stormed by the mighty force which elephants could otherwise have 
brought to bear upon them. The parapet above the gate is marked by cupolas or 
chhatris (memorial canopy). The entrance gate is flanked by lofty bastions on 
either side. The bastions are reinforced by merlons and embrasures besides usual 
defense devices. The main entrance gates of forts are protected by barbicans. 

Broad battlemented wall forts are also surrounded by a moat. Machicolations 
were also important for the defence of the forts. They are relatively rare in the 
north but common in the Deccan, as seen at Bidar and Golconda.

Another important feature of ancient Indian forts is the use of the pointed arch in 
the construction of the gateways. Apart from the defence works and the palaces, 
the other essential component of the fort complex was the presence of temple or 
the mosque.

d¢ d¢ d¢

d¢ 

d¢ d¢ d¢

d¢

d¢

d¢

d¢

d¢

d¢

d¢ d¢ 

d¢

d¢

d¢

d¢

d¢

d¢ d¢ d¢ vanj 

ykM+h jkT;  'kkld clok Hkwiky ¼1684&1710½ }kjk 17oha lnh  var esa fy[kh] ̂f'ko 

rÙo jRukdj* nf{k.k Hkkjr dh eq[; iqLrd gSA bl iqLrd esa nqxZ dh lajpuk rFkk mi;ksx 

ckjs esa ,d eq[; vè;k; gSA

fot;uxj jkT; 'kkld Hkh dyk] lkfgR; rFkk okLrqdyk  laj{kd FksA bu  le; esa 

nks fo'ks"k izcaèk fy[ks x;s] ftu  uke Fks&^nSoK foykl* rFkk ̂vkdk'k HkSjodYi*] tks nqxZ 

;kstuk ij fo'ks"k izdk'k Mkyrs gSaA

fo'k"s k rkjS  ij ljq {kk  fy, cuk;s x;s ;s Hkkjrh; nxq ]Z  n[s kus okyka s dks vius HkO; vkjS  

fo'kky cukoV  dkj.k vkdf"krZ  djrs gAaS  buls 'kkld dh lEiUurk vkjS  'kfä dk inz 'kuZ  

gkrs k gAS  Hkkjrh; fdyka s dh nhokja s vkerkjS  ij ekVs h] Å¡ph rFkk etcrw  gkrs h ga S vkjS  leku 

njw h ij cuh fo'kky ehukja s g]aS  tks igjs nus s vkjS  cUndw  rFkk rkis  j[kus  dke vkrh FkhAa

Hkkjrh; nqxk±s dh vU; fo'k"s krk mu  ltkoVh j{kd}kj gS]a  ftu ij uDdk'khnkj efw rZ;kas ls 

ltkoV dh x;hA budh lja pukvkas eas egs jkc] pkS[kV rFkk VkMs s dh fof'k"V dykdkjh gSAa

Hkkjr esa nqxZ  }kjksa] egyksa rFkk uxjksa dh dqN fof'k"V okLrqdykRed fo'ks"krk,¡ gSaA

Hkkjh 'kh'ke  njoktksa izos'k&}kj ij yksgs dh [kwaVhuqek dhysa ckgj dh vksj tqM+h gksrh 

gSa] ;s [kwaVhuqek dhyas {kSfrt Js.kh esa ,d  Åij ,d yxh gksrh gSaA tc gkFkh vR;ar cy 

ls bu }kjksa ij geyk djsa rks ;s [kw¡fV;k¡ mUgsa ,slk djus esa ckèkk mRiUu djrh gSaA }kj  

Åij cuh eqaMsj ij diksyk ;k Nrjh cuh gksrh gSA izos'k }kj  nksuksa vksj mRd"kZ cqtZ 

cuk, x,] ftuesa daØhV ls tM+s daxwjs] >jks[ksnkj tkfy;ka rFkk vU; j{kd midj.k gksrh 

FkhaA nqxZ dk eq[; }kj izkphj }kjk lqjf{kr fd;k x;kA

nqxZ dh eksVh daxwjsnkj nhokjksa  pkjksa vksj veweu [kkbZ ik;h tkrh gSA ckgj fudyh gqbZ 

eqaMsjsa Hkh fdyksa dh j{kk  fy, vko';d FkhaA mÙkj Hkkjr esa budk izpyu de gS] 

vfèkdrj ;s nDdu] tSls fd chnj vkSj xksydqaMk esa ns[kh tk ldrh gSaA

izkphu Hkkjrh; fdyksa dh ,d vkSj fo'ks"krk gS] og gS& }kj ij cus uqdhys esgjkcA lqj{kk 

vkSj egy  vykok nqxZ ladqy vko';d vax] eafnj rFkk efLtn dk nqxZ 

gksuk Hkh vfuok;Z FkkA

ey[ksM nqxZ dk vkarfjd n`'; Malkhed FortA distant view of Raichur fortjk;pwj nqxZ dk nwjorÊ n`';



vfèkdrj fdyksa dk Lo:i 12oha 'krkCnh  eqfLye vkØe.kksa  ckn cnykA efLtnsa 

nqxZladqyksa dk vko';d vax cu xb±A bu  lkFk&lkFk edcjs rFkk cxhps Hkh cuk;s x;sA

dukZVd & HkkSxksfyd fo'ks"krk,a

dukZVd Hkkjr  if'peh Hkkx ds nf{k.kh iBkj esa fLFkr gS rFkk vjc lkxj dh yEch rV 

js[kk cukrk gSA mÙkjh Hkkx esa xksok rFkk egkjk"Vª dh lhek ,oa iwohZ Hkkx esa vkaèkz izns'k rFkk 

nf{k.kh lhek rfeyukMq ls tqM+k gSA bl jkT; dh lhek 2900 fd-eh- 

yEch gS rFkk 320 fd-eh- lkxj rV gSA bldk {ks=Qy 1]91]791 oxZ fd-eh- gSA cM+s jkT;ksa 

esa {ks=Qy  vuqlkj vHkh bldk 8ok¡ LFkku gSA dUUkM+ ;gk¡ dh lcls vfèkd cksyh tkus 

okyh Hkk"kk ,oa jktHkk"kk gSA

bl jkT; dks HkkSxksfyd fLFkfr rFkk HkkSfrd fo'ks"krkvksa dkj.k eksVs rkSj ij pkj Hkkxksa esa 
ck¡Vk tk ldrk gSA
¼v½ mÙkjh iBkj
¼vk½ nf{k.kh iBkj
¼b½ if'peh ?kkV ¼ekysukMw½ 
¼bZ½ leqnz&rVh; {ks=

mÙkjh iBkj esa csYykjh] chtkiqj] /kkjokM+] jk;pwj] xqycxkZ rFkk chnj 'kkfey gSaA ;g 
bykdk ^nf{k.k dkyh dikl *  uke ls izfl) gSA ;g bykdk vkerkSj ij 
lery rFkk ;gk¡ lkèkkj.k ÅapkbZ 300&600 ehVj dh gSA

nf{k.kh iBkjh byk  esa igkfM+;ka rFkk ufn;k¡ ik;h tkrh gSaA bl byk  esa caxyq:] 
fp=nqxZ] dksMkxq] dksykj] ekaM~;k rFkk rqedqj ftys 'kkfey gSaA

ekysukMw {ks= esa f'keksxk] fpdexywj] gklu vkSj eSlw# ftys gSaA ;g {ks= taxyksa rFkk 
izkÑfrd ouLifr ls laiUu gSA bl {ks= ls cgus okyh vfèkdrj ufn;ksa dk mn~xe 
if'peh ?kkV ls gqvk gSA

leqnz rVh; {ks= esa mÙkjh dUuM+ ftyk rFkk nf{k.kh dUuM+ ftyk 'kkfey gS vkSj ;g 
if'peh ?kkV rFkk vjc lkxj chp esa fLFkr gS rFkk viuh uSlfxZd lqUnjrk  fy, 
tkuk tkrk gSA

dukVZ d jkT; dk 60% {k=s Qy pêkuka s ls cuk g]S  tks Xubs Llls  ¼rgnkj½ rFkk xusz kbV dh gAaS

dukZVd dh unh iz.kkyh eq[; :i ls 5 Hkkxksa esa ckaVh tk ldrh gS %

1- Ñ".kk unh iz.kkyh
2- xksnkojh unh iz.kkyh
3- dkosjh unh iz.kkyh
4- iyj&isUukj unh iz.kkyh
5- if'pe esa cgus okyh unh iz.kkyh
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Most of Indian forts were transformed after the Muslim invasion of the 12th 
century. Mosques became an integral part of many of the fort complexes along 
with tombs and gardens.

Karnataka: Physical Features

Karnataka is situated in the Deccan Plateau, on the western side of India, having a 
long coast line on the Arabian Sea with Goa and Maharashtra states as its northern 
boundaries, Andhra Pradesh on the east and Kerala and Tamil Nadu as its southern 
boundaries. The State has 2900 km. long border on three sides and sea coast of 
320 km. It has an area of about 1, 91, 791 square km. It is the eighth largest Indian 
state by area. Kannada is the official and most widely spoken language. 

As per topography and physical features, the State is broadly divided into four 
parts: 

a. Northern Plateau
b. Southern Plateau
c. Malenadu region and 
d. Coastal region.

The Northern plains include Bellary, Bijapur, Dharwar, Raichur, Gulbarga and 
Bidar. This is famous “Deccan Black Cotton belt”. They are generally flat with its 
average height varying from 300-600 metre altitude.

The Southern Plateau region consists of hills and rivers. Districts of Bengaluru, 
Chitradurga, Kodagu, Kolar, Mandya and Tumlsar are in this region.

The Malenadu region consists of the districts of Shimoga, Chickmagulur, Hassan 
and Mysuru. This region is full of forests and natural vegetation and most of the 
rivers of Karnataka originate in the Western Ghats and flow through this region.

The Coastal region comprises of the districts of Uttar Kannada and Dakshina 
Kannada. It is situated between the Western Ghats and the Arabian Sea, and 
known for its scenic beauty.

60% of the area of the Karnataka state is made up of rocks namely gneisses, 
granites etc.

The River systems of Karnataka can be divided into 5 main parts.

1. Krishna River system
2. Godavari River system
3. Cauvery River system
4. Palar-Pennar River system and
5. West flowing River system

Cannon at Bala Hissar of Gulbarga fort

xqycxkZ nqxZ  cMs+ rg[kkus dh rksid¢ chnj nqxZ dk izos'k Entrance to Bidar fort



bu {ks=ksa esa nqxZ fuekZ.k dh ;kstuk cukrs le;] ;|fi okLrqfon ikjaifjd :i ls okLrqxzaFkksa 
ls vPNh rjg fuiq.k Fks vkSj mldk ikyu nqxks± dh ;kstuk vkSj fuekZ.k esa dj jgs Fks] ijUrq 
mUgsa {ks=h; i;kZojf.kd ifjfLFkfr;ksa] tSls& pêkuksa dk izdkj] HkkSxksfyd fLFkfr;k¡] unh 
iz.kkyh bR;kfn dk Hkh è;ku j[kuk iM+kA blfy, okLrfod fuekZ.k esa bu okLrqdyk  
fu;eksa dk ikyu djrs gq,] {ks=  p;u] nqxZ dh lajpuk vkSj fuekZ.k dh fofèk esa ,slk 
izrhr gksrk gS fd mudks dqN la'kksèku djus iM+sA

bl {ks= dh vU; jkspd fo'ks"krk,a] tSls& le`) fodkl'khy canjxkg vkSj ewY;oku 
[kfut lEink dh {kerk okyh rVh; iêh  fudV QSys ?kus taxy] izkÑfrd lqj{kk nsus 
okyh igkM+h ioZrekyk] fo'ks"kr% izk;}hih; rgnkj lewg vkSj ryNVh pêkuksa }kjk fufeZr 
vkSj xgjh rFkk pkSM+h ?kkfV;k¡] yEch vkSj ?kqekonkj ckjgeklh ufn;ksa }kjk cuk;s x;s 
vfu;fer vkSj xgjs dVko vkSj cM+s iSekus ij Hkou fuekZ.k esa mi;ksx vkus okys fofHkUu 
izdkj  iRFkjksa dh izkÑfrd iwfrZ  egÙokdka{kh 'kkldksa dks ckj&ckj viuh jktèkkuh 
cukus fy,] tkfgj gS fd izsfjr fd;kA cuoklh ?kus taxyh {ks= esa oèkkZ unh  rst xgjs 
dVkuksa ls f?kjk] cyqvk iRFkj dh igkM+h okyh xgjh ?kkVh esa vkSj Å¡ph igkM+h ij 
rqaxHknzk ls f?kjk ] bu jkspd fo'ks"krkvksa  mnkgj.k gSaA

dukZVd dk bfrgkl

dukZVd dh iqjkrurk  la r iqjkik"kk.k ;qx esa feyrs gSaA dukZVd dk Hkwfe[kaM Hkkjr esa 
lcls iqjkus {ks=ksa esa ls ,d gSA lkaLÑfrd rkSj ij ;gk¡  yksxksa dh dyk] okLrqdyk] 
lkfgR;] Hkk"kk] èkeZ  {ks= esa vk'p;Ztud ,oa izsj.kknk;d miyfCèk;ka gSaA izkphu rFkk 
eè;dky ls gh dukZVd lcls vfèkd 'kfä'kkyh jkT;ksa esa ls ,d nz jgk gSA

uUn] ekS;Z rFkk lkrokgu 'kklu  vfrfjä dukZVd esa fof'k"V jktoa'k tSls fd cuoklh 
dnEc vkSj pkSFkh 'krkCnh bZ-  eè; dky esa xaxk] cknkeh  pkyqD; ¼500&753 bZ-½ 

ftUgksaus ueZnk ls dkosjh rd ,d cM+s {ks= ij jkT; fd;k vkSj ,slk gh jk"VªdwVksa us fd;k] 
ftUgksaus dUukSt  'kkldksa ls Hkh 'kqYd olwykA dY;k.k  pkyqD; ¼973&1189 bZ-½ vkSj 
mu  ckn lkear] gSysfcM  us cf<+;k eafnj cuok;sA nwljs izfl) jkT; gSa & 
fot;uxj jkT; ¼1336&1646 bZ-½] cgeuh lqYrku rFkk chtkiqj  vkfny'kkgh vkSj 
cgknqj 'kkld gSnj vyh rFkk Vhiw lqYrku vkSj dukZVd  vafre jktoa'kh eSlw#  
okfM;kjA eq[; LFkkuksa ij rFkk vko';drkuqlkj vU; LFkkuksa ij lSU; lqj{kk fuekZ.k Hkh 
jktuhfrd mFky&iqFky  le; vfuok;Z vko';drk cuhA

eLdh] czg~efxfj bR;kfn esa v'kksd  le; vkns'k i= ;k jktkKk izekf.kr djrs gSa fd 
mÙkjh dukZVd izkUr ekS;Z lezkV v'kksd  le; esa ̂^Lo.kZuxjh** uke ls tkuk tkrk Fkk 
ij gekjs ikl bl ckr dk dksbZ izek.k ugha gS fd ;g nf{k.kh LFkku lqj{kk  fy, cukbZ 
x;h nhokjksa ls cafèkr v'kksd  le; ls igys vFkok ml  rqjar ckn  le;  gSaA 
dukZVd dh nqxZcanh ekS;Z le; dh izrhr ugha gksrhA ekS;Z jkT; foHkktu izFke 'krkCnh 
bZlk iwoZ bZ- ls rhljh 'krkCnh bZlk iwoZ bZ- rd gqvk] ftlds ckn mÙkjh dukZVd ij 
lkrokguksa dk 'kklu gqvkA igyh ckj bl le; esa lhekvksa  vkl&ikl x<+ cukus dk 
pyu Øe'k% c<+kA fIyuh us iwohZ nDdu jkT; vkaèkz  ,d 'kfä'kkyh jktk dk o.kZu 
fd;k gS ftl  ikl ,d cM+h lsuk lkFk nhokjksa ls f?kjs uxj FksA

tc lkrokguksa dk jkT; izHkko de gksus yxk rc dukZVd bfrgkl esa izFke vkSj vxzre 
jkT; oSt;Urh dnEcksa dk mn; gqvk tks fd vkèkqfud le; esa cuoklh dgykrk gS o 
mÙkj dUuM+ ftys esa gSA

pkFS kh 'krkCnh b-Z  ea s nks jkT;ka s dk mn; gvq k& dnEc rFkk xxa A dnEc dh jktèkkfu;ka rFkk 
mi jktèkkfu;ka otS ;Urh ¼cuoklh½] iykfldk ¼cys xke ftys ea s gYlh½ rFkk mPpÜkxa` h 
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While planning for building forts in these regions, although the architects are 
well-versed traditionally in the Shilpa texts and were following them in their 
planning and construction of forts, they had to take into consideration the regional 
ecological conditions such as the rock material, the topography of the region, the 
river systems etc. Accordingly, in their actual construction governed by the 
architectural principles, they had to devise certain modifications in the selection 
of the area, the type of fort and the mode of construction.

The other interesting features of this region were, the thick forests located close to 
the coastal strip with flourishing ports and with rich mineral potential, the hill 
ranges especially of the peninsular gneissic complex and of the sedimentary rocks 
providing naturally secure, deep and wide valleys, the perennial rivers 
meandering over a long distance resulting in deep curves here and there and the 
natural supply of building material of different rocks on a large scale obviously 
prompted the ambitious rulers to have their capitals repeatedly in the region. 
Banavasi located in the thick forest area surrounded by the deep curve of the river 
Varadha, the Badami in the deep valley of the sandstone hill, Hampi in the highly 
elevated hills surrounded by the river Tungabhadra are remarkable instances in 
this regard.

History of Karnataka

The antiquity of Karnataka can be traced back to the Paleolithic age. Karnataka's 
land mass is the oldest in India. Culturally, her people have achieved amazing and 
inspiring accomplishments in the field of art, architecture, literature, language 
and religion. Karnataka has also been home to some of the most powerful empires 
of ancient and medieval India.

Apart from being subject to the rule of the Nandas, Mauryas and Satavahanas, 
Karnataka came to have indigenous dynasties like the Kadambas of Banavasi and 
the Gangas from the middle of the fourth century C.E. The Chalukyas of Badami 
(500-753 C.E.) ruled over wider area from the Narmada to the Cauvery and so did 
the Rashtrakutas who levied tribute on the rulers of Kanauj. The Chalukyas of 
Kalyana (973-1189 C.E.) and their later feudatories, the Hoysalas of Halebid built 
fine temples. The other famous kingdoms are that of the Vijayanagar Empire 
(1336-1646), the Bahamani Sultans and the Adil Shahis of Bijapur and that of the 
valiant rulers like Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan and the last royal line of Karnataka-
the Wodeyars of Mysuru. The defence architectural creations within their capital 
places and also other places were a necessity during the course of such political 
movements.

The Ashokan edicts at Maski, Brahmagiri etc., provide evidences of the fact that 
northern Karnataka was a province known as Suvarnagiri under the Mauryan 
emperor Ashoka. But we have no evidence to show that these places in the South 
were fortified with defence walls before or immediately after Ashoka. In 
Karnataka there appears to be no fortification during Mauryan period. After the 
Mauryan empire disintegrated during 1st century B.C.E. – 3rd century C.E., 
northern Karnataka came under the rule of the Satavahanas. This period 
witnessed the gradual growth of strongholds in and around their territories for the 
first time. Pliny gives an acount of a powerful king of Andhra country in eastern 
Deccan possessing 30 walled cities with a big army. 

As the rule of Satavahanas receded, the first and foremost kingdom in the history 
of Karnataka under the name of Kadambas arose at Vaijayanti i.e. the modern 
Banavasi in north Kanara district.

In the fourth century C.E. two kingdoms arose in Karnataka, namely, the 
Kadambas and the Gangas. The Kadamba capitals and sub-capitals founded at 
Vaijayanti (Banavasi), Palasika (Halsi in Belgaum district) and Uchchasringi 



¼cYs ykjh ftys ea s mPpkxa h½ ea s cukbZ x;hA vius le; ea s jktuhfrd nz cus bu LFkkuka s dk 
nxq hdZ j.k fd;k x;k rFkk mu  pkjka s rjQ x<+ cuk;s x;As  xxa  jkT; dh LFkkiuk lkFk 
bldh jktèkkuh dkys kj vkjS  ckn ea s rkydkM+ ea s gbq AZ  dukVZ d  nf{k.kh Hkkx ij bUgkuas s 
'kklu fd;kA xxa ka s }kjk cuk;s x;s efa njka s ea s ls dkbs Z Hkh vc vius eyw  :i ea s ugha ik;k 
tkrk ijUrq uohuhdj.k  ckn ;s efa nj viuh dyk rFkk okLrdq yk  fy, iYyo ,oa 
pkyDq ; ls iHz kkfor fn[krs gAaS  lcls fof'k"V ;kxs nku Jo.kcys xkys k dh xkEs erk dh efw rZ gAS

fo'ks"k :i ls dukZVd vkSj lkekU;r% nf{k.k Hkkjr  jktoa'kksa esa ls izkphu cknkeh  
pkyqD;ksa ¼f'kykys[kksa  vuqlkj okrkih½ us viuh cgknqjh vkSj lkgl  fy,] 7oha 'krkCnh 
bZ- esa mÙkj Hkkjr esa viuh igyh igpku] dUukSt  g"kZoèkZu ls fu.kkZ;d ;q) dj  cukbZ] 
tks fd ueZnk unh rV ij gqvk FkkA

cknkeh dh jktlh jktèkkuh Hkkjrh; dyk rFkk okLrqdyk dk mn~xe ekuh tkrh gSA 
bldh nqxZcanh iqy  çFke us 543 bZ- esa dh FkhA mÙkjh igkM+h pksVh ij fy[ks f'kykys[k 
esa ,slk gh crk;k x;k gSA ,sgksy esa ,d izdkj dh lqj{kk lajpuk dh ?ksjkcanh Fkh] ftlesa 
vkcknh rFkk lajpukRed eafnjksa dks pkjksa vksj ls ?ksjk gqvk FkkA ,sgksy esa ;gk¡ ogka ik;s 
tkus okys [kaMgj vèkZxksykdkj Øec) gSa vkSj vk;rkdkj cqtZ tks fd nhokjksa] >jks[kksa vkSj 
Åij xksy xqEcn ls lts fn[kkbZ nsrs gSaA cknkeh  iRFkj dkV dj cuk;s x;s eafnj rFkk 
xqQk,a] pkyqD;ksa dh okLrqdyk  ewd xokg gSaA bu xqQkvksa dk ckgjh Hkkx lqUnj 
uDdk'khnkj gS] lkFk esa lqlfTtr [kEHks Hkh gSaA

jk"VªdwVksa dk 'kklu 753 bZ- esa vkjaHk gqvk] tc nafrnqxZ us cknkeh  pkyqD;] dhfrZoeZu 
f}rh; dks gjk;kA mUgksaus viuh jktèkkuh vkjaHk esa] tks vktdy egkjk"Vª esa gS]  
rFkk ml  ckn ey[ksM esa cuk;hA ;g dky dukZVd jkT; dyk vkSj 
lkfgR; {ks= esa Lo.kZ;qx dgk tk ldrk gSA jk"VªdwV vPNs iz'kkld Fks vkSj mudk fo'kky 
jkT; oSHko'kkyh rFkk 'kkafrfiz; FkkA jktfeL=h rFkk f'kYidkj u oy lSU; okLrqdyk] 
tSlh ey[ksM  nqxZ esa ns[kh tk ldrh gS]  vuqHkoh Fks vfirq fo'kky iRFkj dkV dj 
cuk;s x;s ,syksjk rFkk ,yhQsaVk  eafnjksa dh uDdk'kh rFkk f'kYidyk  tkudkj Hkh FksA 
dSyk'k eafnj dk LFkkiR; ,oa ewfrZdyk] jk"VªdwVksa dks Hkkjrh; dyk  bfrgkl esa ,d 
fof'k"V LFkku fnykrh gSA

ckn pkyqD; 'kkld ¼973&1198 bZ-½ cknkeh pkyqD;ksa  oa'kt FksA mUgksaus viuk 
vkfèkiR; jk"VªdwVksa ls okil fy;k vkSj dY;k.k dh jktèkkuh ¼chnj ftys esa½ okfil yhA 
nks 'krkfCn;ksa  yEcs dky rd mUgksaus dukZVd  if'peh] eè; rFkk nf{k.k Hkkjr ij 
jktèkkfu;ksa rFkk mi jktèkkfu;ksa esa cus nqxks±] tSls& dY;k.k] eksjf[kaM ¼vc egkjk"Vª½ rFkk 
èkkjokM+ ftys dk yDdqaM~Mh ij vfèkdkj tek;s j[kkA eafnj dyk rFkk ewfrZdyk le`) 
gqbZA lEiw.kZ lkezkT; bÙkkxh] yDdqaM~Mh] gkosjh] xMx bR;kfn esa 
vusd eafnj cuk;s x;sA
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(Uchchangi in Bellary district) known as the political centres of the time had been 
fortified with strongholds around them. The Ganga kingdom was founded with its 
capital at Kolar and later at Talkad. They ruled the area comprising of the southern 
portion of Karnataka. No temple built by the Gangas exists today in its original 
shape but the renovated temples show that their art and architecture were 
influenced by both the Pallavas and the Chalukyas. However, the most singular 
contribution is the Gommata statue of Shravanabelagola.

The early Chalukyas of Badami, (Vatapi of the inscriptions) of all the royal 
dynasties of Karnataka in particular and of south India in general by their valour 
and adventure made themselves known to the north India, as early as the 7th 
century C.E. in the decisive encounter with Harshavardhana of Kanauj on the 
banks of the river Narmada.

The royal capital of Badami considered as the cradle of Indian art and architecture 
was fortified by Pulakesi I, in 543 C.E. as stated in his inscription on the cliff of the 
north-hill. Aihole also had a form of defence architecture encircling the whole 
habitation and the structural temples. The extant remains of the fort now dotted 
here and there in semi-circular form, at Aihole, reveal the rectangular bastions 
connected with screen wall crowned by battlements of round top. The rock cut 
temple caves of Badami are mute testimony to the architecture of the Chalukyas. 
The facades of these caves are beautifully carved with the well decorated pillars.

The rule of the Rashtrakutas commenced in 753 C.E. when Dantidurga defeated 
Kirtivarman II of the Chalukyas of Badami. They established their capital 
initially at Paithan, now in Maharashtra and subsequently at Malkhed. This 
period was a golden period for arts and literature. Rashtrakutas were good 
administrators and the vast empire was prosperous and peaceful. The masons and 
craftsmen not only were experienced in defence architectural style as seen in the 
fort of Malkhed but also were well-versed in carving out the colossal rock cut 
temples at Ellora and Elephanta. The sculptures of Kailasa alone are enough to 
give the Rashtrakutas a prominent place in the art history of India.

The Later Chalukyas (973-1198 C.E.) were the descendants of the Chalukyas of 
Badami. They recaptured their lost power from the Rashtrakutas with their capital 
at Kalyana (in Bidar district). During a long span of time over two centuries, they 
controlled parts of the western, middle and the south India from the capital forts 
and sub-capital forts like Kalyana, Morkhind (now in Maharashtra) and Lakkundi 
of Dharwad district, Karnataka. Temple art and sculpture flourished.  A large 
number of temples were built all over the empire at places like Ittagi, Lakkundi, 
Haveri, Gadag etc.

clokdY;k.k nqxZ dk n`'; View of Basavakalyan fort tynqxZ dh èoLr nhokj Wide view of Jaldurga fort



dukZVd eas lHa kor% gk;s lykas us viuk 'kklu xxa kas  lkera  cu dj vkjHa k fd;k ijUrq ,d 
'kkld jke dk vfHky[s k loZizFke 1006 bZ- eas gh ntZ fd;k x;kA nos fxfj  ;kno 
jk"VªdVw kas rFkk dY;k.k pkyqD;kas lkera  Fks vkSj jk"VªdVw  'kklu  foxzg  ckn Lor=a  
gks x;As  flga u f}rh; ¼1199&1247 bZ-½ rFkk Ñ".kk ¼1247&1261 bZ-½ izfl) vkSj lQy 
'kkld FkAs  os efw rZdyk eas ikjxa r FkAs  gSyfs cM gk;s ls y's oj efa nj eas 700 QhV ls vfèkd 
dh pkS[kVas gSAa  2000 ls vfèkd gkFkh vkSj 'kjs  dh efw rZ;k¡ vyx&vyx eqnzkvkas eas cuh gqbZ gSAa

ijorhZ pkyqD;ksa iru  dkj.k nf{k.kh lYrurksa dk Øeokj fodkl gqvk D;ksafd 
,dhÑr 'kfä'kkyh fgUnw 'kklu ns'k  bl Hkkx esa ugha FkkA cgeuh lYrur nf{k.k Hkkjr 
dk igyk Lora= eqfLye jkT; FkkA bl lYrur dh LFkkiuk 3 vxLr] 1347 esa lwcsnkj 
vykmíhu gLlu cgeu 'kkg us dhA cgefu;ksa us viuk vfèkdkj nf{k.k  fot;uxj  
fgUnw jkT; dks thr dj vkjaHk fd;kA cgefu;ksa dk x<+ xqycxkZ FkkA xqycxkZ nqxZ dh 
vR;ar 'kfä'kkyh rFkk lSU; vfHk;kaf=d fo'ks"kKrk vkt Hkh ml  [kaMgjksa esa ns[kh tk 
ldrh gSA bl nqxZ esa Ýkalhlh o teZu tSls fd ^^ØSd Mh 
'ksosfy;j** vFkok lsYtqd  vysIiks dh Li"V Nki ns[kh tk ldrh gSA

cgeuh 'kkldksa dks ;g tkuus esa vfèkd nsj ugha yxh fd xqycxkZ mu  nq'eu fot;uxj 
ls ikl gS vkSj jktèkkuh cukus  fy, lqjf{kr LFkku ugha FkkA mldh rqyuk esa chnj 
vfèkd lqjf{kr rFkk mÙke tyok;q okyk LFkku gSA lu~ 1429 esa vgen'kkg oyh us cgeuh 
jktèkkuh xqycxkZ ls chnj LFkkukarfjr dj nhA iqjkus nqxZ dk uohuhdj.k fd;k x;k vkSj 
u, Hkkx tksM+s x;s ftl  Åij rksisa LFkkfir dh tk ldsaA

chtkiqj dk vkfny'kkgh jkT;] cgeuh jkT; ¼1347&1518 bZ-½ ikap mi jkT;ksa esa ls ,d 
FkkA ;s Kku] dyk rFkk okLrqdyk  laj{kd FksA chtkiqj dk uxj nqxZ viuh okLrqdyk 
 oSHko dk ,d pkeRdkfjd uewuk Fkk rFkk fnYyh o vkxjk tSlh iz'kalk dh ik=rk j[krk  

gSA chtkiqj dyk dk mn~xe vkSj fefJr laLÑfr dk anz cukA ;gk¡ vuks[ks vkSj 
fof'k"V Lekjd vkfny'kkgh i)fr dks n'kkZus okyh ,d thrh tkxrh èkjksgj gSaA mUgksaus 
1489 ls 1686 bZ- rd jkT; fd;k tc rd fd eqxy ckn'kkg vkSjaxtsc }kjk mudk jkT; 
u gM+i fy;k x;kA

fot;uxj jkT; ¼1336&1565 bZ-½] rqaxHknzk unh nk,¡ rjQ clk gqvk Fkk] eè;dky esa 
nf{k.kh Hkkjr dk ;g ,dek= l'kä jkT; Fkk ftlus mÙkj Hkkjr dh eqfLye 'kfä;ksa ds 
fo#) VDdj yhA 1336 bZ- esa laxek iq=] nksuksa Hkkb;ksa gfjgj rFkk cqDdk us ,d u, 
jkT; dh uhao MkyhA 1354 bZ- cqDdk us ,d u;h 
jktèkkuh fot;uxj cukus dk dke 'kq: fd;kA ^fot; dk uxj*] fot;uxj ij pkj 
jktoa'kksa us 'kklu fd;k ftu  uke gSa&laxek] lyqo] rqyqo rFkk vjfonqA rqyqo oa'k 
Ñ".knso jk; ¼1509&1529 bZ-½ 'kklu dky esa fot;uxj 'kfä vkSj lQyrk dh pksVh 
ij igqapkA

14oha 'krkCnh ls 16oha 'krkCnh bZ- rd izkphu fot;uxj jktlh uxj nz Fkk ftlds pkjksa 
vksj fj;klrsa FkhaA fons'kh i;ZVd tSls fd Qkjlh i;ZVd vCnqj jTtkd tks 1440 bZ- esa 
fot;uxj vk;k Fkk]  o.kZu ds vuqlkj jktegy  }kj ls igys 6 nqxZcafn;k¡ FkhaA 
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The Hoysalas perhaps started their reign in Karnataka as feudatories of the 
Gangas but the first record of a ruler is that of Rama in 1006 C.E. The Yadavas of 
Devagiri were the feudatories of the Rashtrakutas and the Chalukyas of Kalyana 
who became independent after the Rashtrakuta empire disintegrated. Singhana II 
(1199-1247 C.E.) and Krishna (1247-1261 C.E.) were very famous and 
successful rulers. They excelled in sculptures. The Hoysaleshwara temple of 
Halebid has over 700 feet of panels. There are more than 2000 elephants and 
tigers in various poses. 

The fall of the later Chalukyas paved the way to the gradual rise of Deccan 
Sultanates, as there was no centralized power of Hindu order to control the affairs 
of this part of the country. Bahamanid Sultanate was the first independent Islamic 
kingdom in South India. The Sultanate was founded on 3 August 1347 by 
Governor Ala-ud-Din Hassan Bahman Shah. The Bahamani contested the control 
of the Deccan with the Hindu Vijayanagar empire to the south. Gulbarga was a 
stronghold of the Bahamanis. The immensity of strength and sophistication of 
military engineering of the Gulbarga fort amid the desolation is still very visible 
even today. The fort is clearly marked by knowledge of the Frankish castles of the 
Crusaders, like Krak des Chevaliers, or Aleppo of the Seljuks.

The Bahmani rulers did not take too long to realize that Gulbarga being nearer to 
their rival Vijayanagar was not too secure a place for the capital. Comparatively, 
Bidar was more secure and also climatically better. In 1429 Ahmad Shah Wali 
shifted the Bahamani capital from Gulbarga to Bidar. The old fort was renovated. 
New additions were made so that the cannons could be mounted on the fort. 

The Adil Shahi kingdom of Bijapur, one of the five off-shoots of the Bahamani 
kingdom (1347-1518) were great patrons of learning, art and architecture. The 
architectural splendors of the city fortress Bijapur are truly a marvel, deserving 
the kind of appreciation usually reserved for Delhi and Agra. Bijapur became the 
cradle of cultures and nucleus of composite cultures with the unique monuments 
of distinct, Adil Shahi style which are living heritage. They ruled from 1489 to 
1686 till the kingdom was annexed by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb.

The Vijayanagar Empire (1336-1565 C.E.) founded on the right bank of 
Tungabhadra river was the only empire in the medieval South India, which rose 
into mighty power against the Muslim pressure from the north. In 1336 two 
brothers, Harihara and Bukka, the sons of Sangama, laid the foundations of the 
kingdom. It was in 1354 Bukka succeeded Harihara and immediately began work 
on a new capital, Vijayanagar, City of Victory. It was ruled by four dynasties 
namely, the Sangamas, Saluvas, Tuluvas and the Aravidu. Under Krishna Deva 
Raya (1509-1529 C.E.) of the Tuluva dynasty, the kingdom of Vijayanagar 
reached its peak of power and sophistication. 

The ancient city of Vijayanagar was the urban core of the imperial city and the 
surrounding principalities of the capital of the Vijayanagar empire during the 14th 

xqyoxkZ nqxZ esa tkfe;k efLt+n Jamia Mosque in Gulbarga fortEntrance to Bijapur fortcht+kiqj nqxZ dk ços'k



i;Zos{k.k cqtZ fy, iFkjhyh igkfM+;ka izgjh dk dke djrh Fkha rFkk xzsukbV  xksy 
iRFkj eafnj fuekZ.k esa dPps eky  dke vkrs FksA

fot; uxj dh nqxZcanh dh ckgjh lhek ls vkjaHk gqbZ fj;klrsa] mÙkj esa vusxqaMh ls ysdj 
nf{k.k esa gkslisV rd QSyh 650 oxZ fd-eh- dk {ks=Qy ?ksjrh gSaA iqjkrÙoosÙkkvksa us bl 
jktèkkuh {ks= dks dbZ Hkkxksa esa ckaVk gSA muesa ls nks eq[; & èkkfeZd dsanz rFkk jktlh 
nz gSaA èkkfeZd nz vfèkdrj nf{k.kh fdukjs  lkFk QSyk gqvk gS rFkk ;gk¡ lcls 

vfèkd èkkfeZd lajpuk,a cuh gqbZ gSaA jktdh; nz viuh lSU; rFkk vlSU; lajpukvksa 
 fy, n'kZuh; gSA jkT; 'kfä dk nz Hkh blh Hkkx esa fLFkr FkkA 1336 bZ- esa 

fot;uxj jkT; dh LFkkiuk  ckn gh] izHkko'kkyh rkSj ij jktuhfrd] lkekftd rFkk 
èkkfeZd lHkh dkedkth O;oLFkk,a ,d gh egk'kfä] fot;uxj iz'kklu anz  vèkhu 
yk;h x;haA

fot;uxj jkT; us eq[;r% vius uxj geyksa ls lqj{kk dh n`f"V ls cuok, FksA iwjk uxj gh 
,d nqxZ FkkA cM+s&cM+s iRFkjksa vkSj feêh dh nhokjksa ls cuk] ;g nqxZ uxj igkM+h ij fLFkr 
Fkk vkSj blds pkjksa vksj i;Zos{k.k cqtZ cus gq, FksA egkuxj ds lHkh izos'k}kj rFkk vU; 
vko';d LFkkuksa ij fo'kky nqxZcanh FkhA vU; lqj{kk  mik;ksa esa] lM+dksa  fdukjs] }kj 
ij rFkk igkM+h dh pksVh ij cuk;h x;h pkSdh rFkk Nkofu;ka Fkha ftuls nwj rd ns[kk tk 
ldsA bl uxj [kaMgj] gEih  [kaMgj  lUnHkZ esa tkus tkrs gSa vkSj ;wusLdks fo'o 
lkaLÑfrd /kjksgj ?kksf"kr gSaA

vkjafHkd 16oha 'krkCnh esa fot;uxj 'kkld viuh 'kfä rFkk lÙkk dh pje lhek ij Fks 
rFkk Hkkjr  bfrgkl esa egku 'kkldksa esa fxus tkrs gSaA 10 fd-eh- oxZ esa FkksM+h lh cph 
nqxZcanh dh dqN bekjrksa esa fot;uxj  iwoZ oSHko dh >yd feyrh gSA

gEih] mÙkj dukZVd csYykjh ftys esa fLFkr gSA vc ;g nf{k.kh Hkkjr esa QSys] 
,sfrgkfld fot;uxj lkezkT; dk ,d [kaMgj&jktèkkuh uxj ek= gS] tks vk/kqfud gEih 
uxj  pkjksa vksj QSyk gqvk gSA

fot;uxj 'kkldksa dh vR;ar dherh èkjksgj gS mudh dyk rFkk okLrqdykA mnkgj.k 
 fy, foV~By  eafnj ifjlj esa iRFkj ls cus lqanj jFk] gEih esa cus fo'kkydk; 

ujflag rFkk x.ks'k ewfrZ;k¡ bR;kfnA gEih] vusxqaMh rFkk ysik{kh  eafnjksa esa vn~Hkqr 
fp=dyk cuh gqbZ gSA oh#ik{k eafnj  ̂f'k[kj eaMi* 1510 bZ- esa Ñ".knso jk; }kjk cuk;s 
x;s FksA

fot;uxj lkezkT;  iru  ckn mÙkj dukZVd esa dksbZ cM+h lÙkk ugha jghA chtkiqj  
vkfny'kkfg;ksa dk vfèkdkj rqaxHknzk  lEiw.kZ mÙkjh izns'k ij FkkA
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century to 16th century C.E. Accounts by foreign travellers such as Abdur 
Razzak, the Persian who visited Vijayanagar in 1440, mention six fortifications 
before the gates to the royal palace. The rocky hillocks made excellent sentinel 
points for watch towers and granite boulders provided the raw material for temple 
construction.

Starting at its outermost fortifications, the principality of Vijayanagar spans from 
Anegondi in the north to Hospet in the south and covers a total area of 650 square 
kilometers. Archaeologists have divided the capital area into many zones. Of 
these, the major two zones are the Sacred Centre and the Royal Centre. The 
former, generally spread along the south bank, is characterized by the highest 
concentration of religious structures. The Royal Centre is notable for its stately 
structures, both civil and military. The very seat of power of the empire was 
located at the core of this area. It is only with the founding of the Vijayanagar 
empire in 1336 C.E., the political, social and religious affairs of this region were 
brought effectively into order under one of the most powerfully centralized 
control i.e. Vijayanagar administration.

The Vijayanagar empire created its cities primarily for protection against 
invasion. The city itself was a fortress and designed as such in every possible way. 
It was built of massive stone and earthen walls, with hilltop fortresses and watch 
towers scattered across its length and breadth. Massive fortifications stood at 
every possible entry into the main metropolis and in other crucial locations. 
Additional defensive features were watch-posts and bastions located along roads, 
gates and hilltops that provided maximum visibility. The ruined city is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, known in that context as the Ruins of Hampi.

At the zenith of their power and authority during the early 16th century, 
Vijayanagar kings were among the greatest historical rulers of India. Of the 
fortifications little survives, over the ten square mile site, there are still some 
buildings left to give an impression of Vijayanagar's former splendour.

Hampi is situated in Bellary district in northern Karnataka. It is the now-ruined 
capital city that surrounds modern-day Hampi, of the historic Vijayanagar Empire 
which extended over the southern part of India.

There is a very rich legacy of the art and architecture of the Vijayanagar rulers. 
Fine example of this art is the beautiful stone chariot in the enclosure of Vithala 
temple, the monolithic statues of Narasimha and Ganesha at Hampi etc. The 
temples at Hampi, Anegundi and Lepakshi have excellent paintings. The 
Shikhara (gate tower), Mandapas (pillar halls) of Virupaksha temple was built by 
Krishnadevaraya in 1510 C.E.

After the fall of the Vijayanagar empire, north Karnataka had no major ruling 
authority. The Adil Shahis of Bijapur held all the territory of north of the 
Tungabhadra river.

Domed gate of Vijayanagar fortfot;uxj nqxZ dk xqacn }kj
Talarighatta gate of Vijayanagar fort

fot;uxj nqxZ dk ryfj?kV~Vk }kj



Colonel Baillie’s Dungeon of Seringapatam fort

du+Zy csyh  rg[kkus dk vkarfjd n`'; ¼lsfjaxiVe nqxZ½d¢ lsfjaxiVe~ nqxZ esa Vhiw dk 'ko ik;k x;k Fkk

Tipu’s body was found at Seringapatam fort

okfM;kjksa us nf{k.kh dukZVd esa eSlwj jkT; LFkkfir fd;kA eSlw# dks ̂egyksa dk uxj*  
uke ls Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA ̂ eSlwj egy* fo'ks"k :i esa iqjkus nqxZ ls lacafèkr gS tks fd nks 
njckj lHkkxkjksa  lkFk mudk vkfèkdkfjd fuokl FkkA okfM;kj jktkvksa us igys 14oha bZ- 
esa eSlw# esa egy cuok;kA ijUrq ckn esa ¼1578&1617 bZ-½ okfM;kj jktk us viuh jktèkkuh 
}hi nqxZ uxj JhjaxiVue esa 1610 bZ- esa LFkkukarfjr dj nh vkSj eSlw# us viuk 'kfä dk 
nz gksus dk egÙo [kks fn;kA 1762 bZ- esa gSnj vyh lÙkk esa vkus ij eSlw# dk egÙo 

vkSj Hkh de gks x;kA 1787 bZ- esa ml  csVs Vhiw lqYrku us iwjk nqxhZ; uxj egy lesr 
rksM+ dj ikl esa gh u;k uxj ut+jkckn ¼vktdy eSlw# dk Hkkx½ cuk;k] ftlesa iqjkus 
VwVs gq, nqxZ dh fuekZ.k lkexzh dk mi;ksx fd;k x;kA Vhiw lqYrku 

 ut+jkckn nqxZ dks rksM+dj mldh fuekZ.k lkexzh dk mi;ksx 
iqu% eSlwj nqxZ fuekZ.k esa fd;k x;kA

dukZVd rFkk rfeyukMq {ks= dk cM+k Hkkx f'kokth  vfèkdkj esa FkkA 1675 bZ- esa mUgksaus 
csyxke ftys esa jkenqxZ nqxZ rFkk dukZVd  xMx ftys esa ukxq±M nqxZ cuk;kA bu ij 
1691&92 bZ- esa vkSjaxtsc us viuk vfèkdkj dj fy;k ijUrq 1706&1707 bZ- esa jkejko 
nknkth Hkkos us iqu% vfèkÑr dj fy;kA ekuk tkrk gS fd xMx ftys esa fLFkr xtsUnzx<+ 
nqxZ Hkh f'kokth }kjk cuk;k x;k FkkA

nf{k.k eas eqxykas us vkØe.k fd;s ijUrq vra  eas 1800 bZ- eas ejkBkas us mÙkj dukZVd vius 
vèkhu dj fy;kA ;gk¡ Ýkla hlh] vxa zts  rFkk iqrZxkyh lHkh us le;&le; ij viuh 
izHkqlÙkk fn[kk;hA vxa zts kas us viuk izHkko c<k+ ;k vkSj i's kok ckthjko f}rh;  iru ckn 
mÙkjh dukZVd futk+ e vèkhu gks x;k rFkk ckdh lkjk dukZVd vxa zts kas us gfFk;k fy;kA 
gSnj vyh rFkk Vhiw lqYrku  eSl#w  jkT; ij 'kklu le; iow Z gh nf{k.k dukZVd  
dqN Hkkx] vxa zts kas us vius vèkhu dj fy;s FkAs  ijUrq eSl#w  lkezkT; dk vfLrRo 1947 bZ- eas 
Hkkjr  Lor=a  gkus s rd cuk jgkA dukZVd jkT; dk vkèkqfud Lo:i 1 uoEcj] 1956 dks 
cukA ^eSl#w * dks ̂dukZVd* eas ifjofrZr fd;k x;kA

blh o.kZu vuqlkj dukZVd esa] fofHkUu jkT;ksa rFkk jktoa'kksa ] fofHkUu izdkj  nqxZ 
ns[ks tkrs gSaA mUgksaus x<+ cuok, vFkkZr~ mUgksaus jktèkkfu;ksa rFkk mi jktèkkfu;ksa  pkjksa 
vksj ?ksjkcan nhokjsa cuokb±] ftuesa vL=&'kL= rFkk rRdkyhu ;q)dykvksa dh rduhd dk 
è;ku j[kk x;kA vHks| ijdksVksa dks Hksnus  fy, iz;ksx gksus okyh rksiksa ls nqxks± dh 
etcwrh ij dksbZ izHkko ugha iM+kA vfirq] nqxZ dkj[kkuksa ls lqlfTtr Fks ftuesa yksgkj] rksi 
<kyus rFkk fuekZ.k dk dk;Z djrs Fks rFkk u;s gfFk;kjksa dks x<+us dk dke Hkh djrs FksA 
blls nksuksa gh i{k larqyu esa jgrs FksA
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The Wodeyars established the Mysore rule in Southern Karnataka.  is 
commonly described as the City of Palaces. However, the term "Mysore Palace" 
specifically refers to one within the old fort which was their official residence 
with two durbar halls. The Wodeyar kings first built a palace in Mysuru in the 14th 
century. But Raja Wodeyar (1578-1617 C.E.) shifted his capital to the island fort 
town of Srirangapatnam in 1610 and Mysuru lost its importance as a seat of 
power. Mysuru further lost its importance when it was taken over by Hyder Ali in 
1762. But his son Tipu Sultan demolished the entire fort town including the 
Palace in 1787 and used the fort material to build a new town nearby known as 
Nazarabad (now part of the Mysore City). The old Mysore dynasty was restored 
after the fall of Tipu Sultan in 1799 by the British and they shifted the capital of the 
newly defined territory of Mysore Kingdom to Mysuru. In due course the 
Nazarabad fort was dismantled and the material made its way back in building the 
Mysore fort once again.

Shivaji possessed extensive areas in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. He built 
Ramdurg fort in Belgaum district and Nargund fort in Gadag district of Karnataka 
in 1675.They were taken by Aurangzeb in 1691-92 and recaptured in 1706-07 by 
Ramrao Dadaji Bhave. Gajendragad fort located in the Gadag district is also 
believed to be built by Shivaji.

The Mughals made their forays down south and finally the Marathas by 
1800 C.E. subjugated the whole of northern Karnataka. The French, British, 
Portuguese appeared on the scene. The British soon dominated and with the fall of 
the Peshwa Baji Rao II, portions of northern Karnataka were taken over by the 
Nizam and the rest by the British. Portions of southern Karnataka were taken over 
earlier by the British during the rule of Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan in Mysuru. 
However the Mysore kingdom continued till Independence in 1947. The state of 
Karnataka in its present shape came into existence on November 1, 1956.  
'Mysore' was changed to 'Karnataka' with effect from November 1, 1973.

With this brief account, one finds forts of different kingdoms and dynasties and of 
different types and kinds in Karnataka. They created strongholds i.e. fortified 
walls around their capital cities and sub-capital cities keeping in view the arms 
and armor and the then prevalent science of wars. The use of cannons to breach 
impregnable ramparts did not in any way reduce the strength of the fort. Instead, 
forts equipped themselves with karkhana, the workshops, run by blacksmiths 
who cast cannons and manufactured new weapons so that both sides were evenly 
balanced.

Mysuru



bczkghe jkst+k ¼cht+kiqj nqxZ esa½ Ibrahim Roza in Bijapur fort cknkeh nqxZ dk nwjorÊ n`';  A distant view of Badami fort

lÙkk ikz Ir djus  l?a k"kZ ea s yxkrkj fd;s tkus okys ;)q ka s ea s nxq Z rFkk nxq hÑZ r cfLr;k]a  
'kfä inz 'kuZ  egÙoi.w kZ irz hd FkAs  nxq Z ,d 'kkld dh 'kfä dk ekinMa  FkkA nxq Z u oy 
lfS ud Nkofu;ka s dh j{kk  fy, Fk]s  ijUrq muea s cus dNq  vkd"kdZ  HkO; egy Hkh Fks tgk¡ 
thou dh pgy igy Fkh] eta hjka s dh vkokt xtaw rh Fkh dNq  egku jkto'a kka s dh dgkfu;ka 
Fkh]a  lkFk gh ekgs d] HkO; ped&ned vkjS  mÙkjkfèkdkj  fy, dh x;h fueeZ  'kkgh 
gR;kvka s  lk{; FkAs  bl idz kj bfrgkl  fdlh Hkh ;xq  fo"k; ea s fy[kus  fy, ml 
le; nxq Z e[q ; fo"k; gkrs s gAaS  ogh ,'s o;Z mRFkku rFkk iru dks n'kkrZ s gAaS  ;s èkjkgs j 
rFkk lLa Ñfr  vo'k"s k] tks ml le; dh HkO;rk rFkk lia Uu vnH~ krq  vrhr dk vkbuk g]S  
n's k dh veYw ; lia fÙk gaS vFkkrZ ~ vkus okyh ihf<;+ ka s  fy, bUga s ljq f{kr j[kuk vko';d gAS
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In the constant struggle for power, forts and fortified settlements were a potent 
symbol of authority. Forts were the measure of a monarch's strength. Forts were 
not only simply inanimate buildings serving a military purpose; they housed 
some of the most magnificent palaces. They were alive and echoing to the sounds 
and cymbals of some of the great dynasties, witness to regicides and ruthless 
succession battles, and carrying within their bastions glamour and glitter 
unsurpassed. Thus, when writing history of any era, of any period, it is the forts of 
that period which dominate the rise and fall of fortunes. These heritage sites and 
cultural remains of different periods reflect its glorious and fascinating past. They 
are an invaluable treasure of the nation and need to be preserved and protected for 
posterity.

Citadel on the summit of the rock, Bellary fortigkM+h ij x<+ csYykjh nqxZ



nqxZ 'kCn laxzg@'kCnkoyh

vjkcLd & fo'ks"k bLykfed vkHkw"k.k] tks iq"ih; o T;kferh; :iksa esa gksrk gSA

vkj M] ohfFkdk & LraHkksa ;k lsrqcaèkksa ij mdsjh x;h esgjkcksa dh Ük`a[kykA

vkpsZt+] esgjkc & ,slh lajpuk] ftlds uhps [kkyh LFkku gks vkSj tks Åij Hkkj dks 
laHkkys j[ks ¼mnkgj.k  fy, iRFkj dh nhokj esa cuk gqvk }kj½A

vjD;q,V] èkUokdkj & èkju dh txg esgjkcksa dk bLrseky djus okyh fuekZ.k 'kSyhA

,DohMDV] Ñf=e ty lsrq & ty vkiwfrZ dk lkèku vFkok tgkt ;k uko [ksus yk;d 
ugj tks ikuh igq¡pkus fy, cuk;h tkrh gSA

vFkZ'kkL= & lSU; j.kuhfr] jktdk;Z o vFkZuhfr ij izkphu Hkkjrh; iqLrdA

,'kyj eslujh] iRFkj dh jktxhjh ;k fpukbZ & iRFkj rjk'k dj fpukbZ djukA

ckoyh & lh<+hnkj dqvk¡A

ckjfcdu] izkphj & nqxZ }kj ij ckgj dh vksj fudyk gqvk i;Zos{k.k cqt+ZA

ckfLV;u] Nkouh & eq[; nqxhZÑr ?ksjs esa ckgj fudyh gqbZ lajpukA

cqtZ & mPp LraHkA

uu] rksi & ,d ,slk 'kL= ftlesa ck:n vFkok vU; foLQksVd ;k iz.kksnd inkFkZ dk 
xksyk Hkj dj iz{ksfir fd;k tk l A

Nrjh & Lekjd ij cuk panokA

flVkMsy] x<+ & vkarfjd ?ksjkcan {ks= tgk¡ jktk jgrs FksA

dksjcsy] VksMk & iRFkj dk ckgj fudyk gqvk <kapk tks Hkkj mBk l ] f'kYidyk esa VksMk 
dgykrk gSA
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Fort Glossary

Arabesque - typical Islamic ornament, intertwining of floral and geometrical 
forms.

Arcade - range of arches raised on piers or columns.

Arches - An arch is a structure that provides a space while supporting weight (e.g. 
a doorway in a stone wall).

Arcuate - building style using arches in place of beams.

Aqueduct - An aqueduct is a water supply or navigable channel constructed to 
convey water.

Arthashastra - ancient Indian treatise on military strategy, statecraft and economy.

Ashlar Masonry - Stone masonry using dressed stones.

Baoli - stepwell.

Barbican - A projecting watch-tower over the gate of a fort.

Bastion - It is a structure projecting outwards from the main enclosure of a 
fortification.

Burj - tower

Cannon - A cannon is any piece of artillery that uses gunpowder or other usually 
explosive-based propellants to launch a projectile. 

Chattris - Memorial canopy or a small domed kiosk.  

Citadel - The inner fortified area where the king stayed. 

Corbels - In architecture a corbel (or console) is a piece of stone jutting out of a 
wall to carry any weight.

chnj nqxZ dk jaxhu egy

jk;pwj nqxZ dh fpuh gqbZ nhokj
Wall made of ashlar masonry, Raichur fort

fot;uxj nqxZ dk lh<+hnkj rkykc
Stepped tank, Vijayanagar fort

chnj nqxZ dk rjd'k egy
Tarkash Mahal of Bidar fort

Rangin Mahal of Bidar fort



Øsusys'ku] ekspkZ pgkjnhokjh & Qk¡dnkj nhokjA

nqxZ & fdykA

,EczslWj & eqaMsj esa cus Nsn] ftuesa cUnwd dh ukyh Mky dj nkxk tk l  rFkk muls 
>kad dj ckgj ns[kk tk l A

fxfjnqxZ & igkM+h fdykA

gkSt+ & ty dq.MA

tynqxZ & ikuh ls jf{kr nqxZA

tkek efLtn & 'kqØokj ;k lHkk okyh efLtnA

fyaVsy] pkS[kV & ,d Hkou dk Hkkjokgh ?kVd] ftl ij ltkoVh vkHkw"k.k dh rjg 
f'kYidyk cuh gksA vfèkdrj njoktksa vkSj f[kM+fd;ksa ij ik;k tkrk gSA

ejyksu] daxwjs & eqaMsj  Åij ckjh&ckjh ls cus Nsn rFkk Å¡ps fgLlsA buls ihNs [kM+s 
lqjf{kr flikgh Nsnksa esa ls ckgj cUnwd nkx ldrs gaSA

esf'kdksys'ku] ckgj fudyh eaqMsj & izos'k }kj  Åij ckgj dh rjQ fudyh gqbZ eqaMsj 
ftl ij [kM+s gksdj geyk djus okys nq'euksa ij Bksl ;k rjy inkFkZ Qsad l aA

eksV] [kkbZ & xgjk vkSj pkSM+k ukyk] lw[kk ;k ikuh ls Hkjk gqvk] tks nqxhZÑr LFkku dks pkjksa 
vksj ls ?ksjsA

iqj & etcwr feV~Vh ls cuk gqvk ckaèkA

isjkisV] eqaMsj & ftls tkyh ;k >jks[kk Hkh dgk tkrk gSA ijdksVs  fdukjs 1 ls 2 ehVj 
Å¡ph nhokj gksrh gS tks flikfg;ksa dks nq'euksa dh xksykckjh ls cpkrh gSA

iksLVuZ] pksj njoktk & nqxZ  ihNs dh nhokj esa cuk NksVk lk njoktkA

LdkiZ] dxkj ;k izikr & yxHkx lhèkh pêku ;k [kM+h pêku] ;g izkÑfrd vFkok Ñf=e 
gks ldrh gSA

ryko & ikuh ls Hkjk VSadA

ounqxZ & taxy esa fLFkr fdykA
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Crenellation - battlements or loopholes.

Durg - fort.

Embrasure - Openings made into the parapet for observation and firing.

Giridurga - hill fort.

Hauz - pool or tank.

Jaladurga - fort secured by a water body.

Jama Masjid - congregational or Friday mosque.

Lintel - A lintel can be a load-bearing building component, a decorative 
architectural element, or a combined ornamented structural item. It is often found 
over doors and windows.

Mahal - palace.

Mahidurga -  mud fort.

Merlons - The alternate high parts of a parapet between the embrasures. They 
afforded protection to the soldiers standing behind it and firing though the loop-
holes.

Machicolations - Openings made in the floor of a projecting gallery on top of the 
gateway for dropping solids or liquids on an attacking enemy.

Moat - It is a deep broad ditch, either dry or filled with water that surrounds a 
fortified place.

Naradurga - fort protected by able-bodied men.

Pur - Strengthened earthwork

Parapet - Also called battlement. This is a 1 to 2m high wall built along the edge of 
a rampart to protect soldiers from the fire of the enemy.

Postern - A small back door made into the wall of a fort.

Scarp -  A near vertical rock face or cliff either natural or artificially made.

Talao - small lake or pond.

Vanadurga - forest fort.

Upli Burj, Bijapur fort

Malik-e-Maidan, Bijapur fortekfyd&,&eSnku] chtkiqj nqxZchtkiqj nqxZ dk miyh cqtZ Basavakalyan fortclokdY;k.k nqxZ



bl fo"k; oLrq  lkFk fn, x;s 25 fp=&dkMZ d{kk esa vFkok Ldwy esa eq[; LFkkuksa ij 
iznf'kZr djsaA fp=ksa dks xÙks ij fpidk dj] 'kh"kZd ns dj mudk o.kZu LFkkuh; Hkk"kk esa 
fd;k tk ldrk gSA bldk vè;;u xgjkbZ ls djus  fy, dqN xfrfofèk;k¡ Hkh dh tk 
ldrh gSa] ftuls f'k{kk esa laLÑfr vkSj okLrqdyk dk egÙo n'kkZ;k tk l A f'k{kd ,d 
ckj esa FkksM+s gh fp=ksa lkFk jkspd xfrfofèk;ksa }kjk fl[kkus dk dk;Z dj ldrs gSaA 
,slh gh dqN xfrfofèk;ksa dk lq>ko uhps fn;k x;k gSA

Hkkjr 

Hkkjr esa cus nqxks± dk vè;;u dj ] mudks cukus okys jktkvksa  ckjs esa lwpuk ,df=r 
djsaA

& nqxZ  vkl&ikl dh tyok;q

& izkÑfrd ifjos'k] vkl&ikl dh ufn;k¡] igkM+ rFkk ouLifr;k¡

& bu nqxks± dks cukus rFkk jgus okys yksxksa  ckjs esa o mu O;olk;  ckjs esa

& ml le;  u`R;] laxhr] ukV~; rFkk gLrdyk bR;kfn  fo"k; esa

& jhfr] fjokt+] LFkkuh; ioZ] mRlo & muls tqM+h dFkk,¡

& lkFk esa nh x;h lkaLÑfrd fo"k;&oLrq dks ns[k dj js[kk fp= cukuk rFkk dqN 
Lekjdksa dh :ijs[kk cukukA

fo"k; oLrq esa fn, x;s nqxks± fo"k; esa] Hkkjrh; bfrgkl  izkphu rFkk eè;dkyhu le; 
 vusd Hkze.kdrkZ@bfrgkldkjksa us bu Lekjdksa dk cM+k gh thoar ltho o.kZu fd;k gS 

rFkk bu  dqN js[kk fp= Hkh feyrs gSaA ,sls gh ;k=k fooj.k] o`Ùkkar rFkk js[kkfp=ksa dk 
laxzg djsaA bu fooj.kksa dh 'kSyh] mPpkj.k rFkk ledkyhu mlh {ks=  Lekjdksa dh 
leh{kk djsaA

vyx&vyx nqxks± dh cqfu;knh ;kstukvksa dk vè;;u djsa rFkk mudh lekurkvksa vkSj 
vlekurkvksa dh rqyuk djsaA blh izdkj dh cqfu;knh ;kstukvksa dk vè;;u vius Ldwy 
dkWyst rFkk ?kj dk Hkh fd;k tk ldrk gS ftlesa f[kM+dh] njokts bR;kfn  okLrq'kkL= 
dk fooj.k gksA

èkkfeZd fl)karksa dks le>uk

lHkh èkeks± dk è;s;] gesa vfèkd vPNk vkSj le`) thou thus esa gekjh lgk;rk djus dk gSA 
èkeZ  ckgjh vkfoHkkZo tSls fd izFkk ;k jhfr fjokt fHkUu&fHkUu gksrs gSa vkSj bl  dkj.k 
,sfrgkfld] jktuhfrd] vkfFkZd rFkk HkwHkkSfrdh; gksrs gSaA vusd èkkfeZd jhfr;k¡ rFkk 
laLdkj okf"kZd [ksrh&pØ rFkk thou mRlo ls tqM+s gSaA iqjkus le;  okLrqdkjksa] 
f'kYidkjksa rFkk fp=dkjksa ij bu èkkfeZd èkkj.kkvksa dk izHkko iM+k ftl  vuqlkj Lekjd 
bR;kfn cukus esa mUgksaus izR;sd èkekZuqlkj fpg~u rFkk uewus mi;ksx fd;sA
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fo"k;&oLrq esa fn, x, nqxks± d¢ fp=ksa d¢ LFkkuksa dks [kkstsaA
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The 25 picture-cards provided in this package can be displayed in the classroom 
or any prominent place in the school.  The pictures may be stuck on cardboard 
with the title and description in regional languages. It can also be studied in-depth 
with activities that bring out the educational value of Indian art and architecture. 
The teachers can work with a few pictures at a time ensuring students' enjoyment 
in learning by involving them in some activities suggested below:

In a large outline map of India, mark the sites of various forts of our country. Find 
out the location of the forts given in the pictures in this package.

Make a study of the forts in India and collect information about the kings and 
emperors who built these forts.

- Climate of the location of the forts.

- Natural surroundings, rivers, mountain range and the flora and fauna.

- People who built and lived in these forts, their occupation, etc.

- Music, dance, drama, craft, etc. of the period.

- Customs, regional festivals and associated myths.

- Make sketches/rough outlines of some of the monuments from the pictures 
provided in the cultural packages.

The forts mentioned in this package were visited by a number of 
travellers/historians in the ancient and medieval period of Indian history and 
these people have left a vivid and interesting account of these monuments 
including the drawing/sketches. Collect such travelogues/memoirs/sketches. 
Notice interesting details in these travelogues such as the style of description, 
pronunciation of places and other contemporary monuments in that area.

Collect and study the ground plans of different forts and find the similarities and 
differences. Similar studies of ground plans can also be made of your school, 
home or college showing windows, doors and other architectural details.

Understanding Religious Concepts

All religions aim at helping us to lead better and richer lives. The outward 
manifestations of religion such as rituals, customs differ from one another for 
historical, economic, political and even geophysical reasons. Many religious 
rituals and ceremonies are linked with annual agricultural cycle and celebrations 
of life. Religious beliefs have influenced the architects, sculptors and painters of 
the bygone era to create beautiful monuments using specific symbols and motifs 
pertaining to each religion.

Invite your students to study the religions and people of India and collect 
information on each religion such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, 
Jainism, Sikhism and others.

CREATIVE ACTIVITIES FOR STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

Nk=ksa rFkk vè;kidksa  fy, jpukRed xfrfofèk;k¡d¢



vius f'k";ksa dks Hkkjr fofHkUu èkeZ vkSj O;fä;ksa ds fo"k; esa vè;;u djus fy, izsfjr 
djsa rFkk fgUnw] ckS)] blkbZ] bLyke] tSu] flD[k rFkk vU; èkeks±  fo"k; esa tkudkjh 
,d= djus dks dgsaA

okLrqf'kYi  fo"k; esa izkphu ys[kksa esa fofHkUu nqxks± dk o.kZu fd;k gSA nqxZ ,d ?ksjkcan 
fuekZ.k gS] vfèkdka'kr% ;g lkjs uxj dks viuh nhokjksa esa ?ksjkcan djrk gSA bu ys[kksa esa 
Hkwfe] pêku] ikuh vFkok }hi rFkk taxy vkSj jsfxLrku ds nqxks± dk o.kZu Hkh feyrk gSA

fo|kfFkZ;ksa dks 'kS{kf.kd i;ZVu  fy, vklikl ds fdlh nqxZ dks ns[kus ys tk;k tk 
ldrk gS vFkok muls fdlh fof'k"V {ks=  ,sfrgkfld okLrqf'kYi dk vè;;u djok;k 
tk ldrk gSA

,d ifj;kstuk cuokbZ tk ldrh gS ftlesa gekjs ns'k nqxks± ds fodkl dk bfrgkl gksA

nqxZ okLrqf'kYi ls lacafèkr 'kCnksa rFkk mu  vFkks± dh lwph cuk,a] ftuesa dqN 'kCn tSls 
x<+] dksV] eqaMsj] daxwjs] [kkbZ bR;kfn lfEefyr fd;s tk ldrs gSaA

gekjs ns'k  fofHkUu nqxks±  ukeksa ds fo"k; esa tks Hkh tkudkjh ,d= dj ldrs gSa mls 
,d= dj  ,d dgkuh fy[kas] ftlesa crk,a fd og uke D;ksa fn;k x;kA

ifjdYiuk djsa fd vki ,d eè; dkyhu nqxZ esa jgrs Fks vkSj viuk thou ,d okLrqdkj] 
,d jktk vFkok ,d lkèkkj.k ukxfjd dh rjg of.kZr djsaA

,d nqxZ fuekZ.k dk ukV~; :ikarj djsa] lkFk esa ml le;  laxhr ls ltk dj mls 
lqlaxr cuk,aA

,d laxzg iqfLrdk cukdj mlesa fofHkUu nqxks± dk o.kZu] mudh eq[; fo'ks"krkvksa  vkèkkj 
ij djsaA fo"k; ls pqudj fp= yxk ldrs gSaA

nqxZ lEcUèkh izkphu iqLrdksa lUnHkZ m)j.k] fofHkUu nqxks±  izdkj fo"k; esa ,d= 
djsaA

Hkkjr fofHkUu {ks=ksa  jhfrfjokt ds lUnHkZ esa ogka okLrqf'kYi  fp= laxzg djsaA

gekjs ns'k  jktoa'k] jktk] ftUgksaus nqtsZ; nqxZ cuk;s & bu lc dh dFkk,¡ fy[ksaA

fofHkUu nqxks± dk vè;;u djds mUgsa uhps nh xbZ Jsf.k;ksa esa Js.khc) djsa &

taxy nqxZ igkM+h nqxZ 

}hinqxZ HkwnqxZ 

tynqxZ
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Ancient texts on architecture describe a variety of forts. Durg or fort is a fortified 
building which many times encompasses whole city within its walls. In these 
texts there is mention of land, hill, water or island and also forest and desert forts.

Students can be taken on educational tours to nearby forts or asked to study the 
history of architecture of a specific region.

Conduct a project on the historical development of forts in our country.

Make a list of the terms associated with the architecture of forts with their 
meaning. Some terms like citadel, parapet, merlons, moat etc. can be included.

Find out all that you can about the names of different  forts of our country and 
write a story how these were named.

Imagine you lived in a fort of the medieval period. Now describe your life as an 
architect, a king or a common man.

Dramatize the events involved in the construction of a fort and enrich it with 
music of the period.

Make a scrap book displaying different forts with important description. You may 
choose pictures from this package also.

Collect reference/quotations from ancient books on different types of forts. 

Collect pictures and references of the rituals connected with the architecture of 
different regions of India.

Write stories about the dynasties and kings who built formidable forts in our 
country.

Conduct a study of various forts in our country and categorize these monuments 
as per the following: 

Forest Fort Mountain Fort

Island Fort Land Fort

Desert Fort

CCRT, New Delhi acknowledges the scholarship and support of 
Prof. Choodamani Nandagopal, author and  academician, for  this publication. 

lkaLÑfrd lzksr ,oa izf'k{k.k 
izks- pwM+kef.k uanxksiky] ys[kd] fo|kfon~ dk 

d¢Unz] ubZ fnYyh bl izdk'ku esa iznÙk lg;ksx ,oa 
fo}Ùkk d¢ fy, vkHkkj izdV djrk gSA
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Forts of Karnataka

1. Banavasi Fort

Banavasi is an ancient temple town in Uttara Kannada district in Karnataka. It is 374 kilometres away from Bengaluru. It is one of the ancient towns of 
India which has been mentioned in the Mahabharata epic. Banavasi has been called as “Jaladurga” or Water Fort by the Aihole inscription of Pulkeshi II 
probably because the river Varadha flows around the town on three sides. It used to lie in the rain forests of Western Ghats making its access very difficult.

At one point of time the extant fort walls used to enclose part of the present village of Banavasi. The Chutus, a feudatory of the imperial Satavahanas made 
Banavasi its capital and later on it was ruled by the Kadambas. However, only the ruins and few remains of the fort can be seen today.

The fort was built at the sharp curve of the river Varadha, the point at which the river from the north-western direction used to take an easterly turn 
abruptly. The river flowed in a zigzag way thus providing considerable protection on the southern side. The total length of the fort wall measured 2140 
meters. There used to be a moat along the exterior slope. The width of the moat was about 12m at the base and about 22m at the top. There were two main 
gates, one on the north and the other on the south-east. There was a small gate on the west almost in the mid-way of the western wing of the fort-wall 
which is in ruins. It was not meant for regular and common entrance, but to be used in times of danger by people for escape.

Originally, the fort wall was built of bricks during the reign of the Chutus, a feudatory of the Satavahanas. Thereafter, during the reign of Kadambas, the 
fort was enlarged and fortified with laterite stones, bricks and mud. 

Picture :  View of  temple in the premises of Banavasi fort.

1- cuoklh nqxZ

dukZVd esa mÙkj dUuM+ ftys esa cuoklh eafnjksa dk ,d izkphu dLck gSA uoklh] dukZVd  mÙkj dUuM+ ftys dk 
,d izkphu eafnj uxj gSA ;g mu izkphu uxjksa esa ls ,d gS] ftudk mYys[k egkHkkjr xzUFk esa feyrk gSA iqYk lh f}rh; ,sgksy f”kykys[k esa cuoklh dks ,d 
tynqxZ dgk x;k gS] laHkor% blfy, fd] oèkkZ unh uxj dks rhu vksj ls ?ksjrs gq, cgrh gSA bl vfrfjDr ;g if'peh ?kkV  ?kus ckfj'k taxyksa esa fLFkr gS] 
ftlls bl rd igqapuk vR;ar dfBu gSA

nwj rd QSyh nqxZ dh nhokjsa orZeku cuoklh xk¡o dk dqN Hkkx ?ksjs gq, gSaA lkrokgu lkezkT; tkxhjnkj] pqV~Vqvksa us cuoklh dks viuh jktèkkuh cuk;k] ckn  
le; esa bl ij dnEcksa us jkt fd;kA fdys dk dqN VwVk o cpk fgLlk gh vkt ns[kk tk ldrk gSA

nqxZ] oèkkZ unh rst ?kqeko ij cuk gS] tgk¡ ij mÙkj&if'pe dh vksj ls vkrh gqbZ unh vpkud iwoZ dh vksj eqM+ tkrh gSA unh lfiZy xfr ls ?kqekonkj jkLrksa ij cgrh 
gS] blfy, nf{k.k dh vksj cgqr vfèkd lqj{kk iznku djrh gSA nqxZ dh nhokj dh iwjh yEckbZ 2140 ehVj gS rFkk ckgjh <yku lkFk&lkFk [kkbZ gqvk djrh FkhA [kkbZ 
dh pkSM+kbZ ry dh vksj 12 ehVj rFkk Åijh fljs dh vksj 22 ehVj gSA nks eq[; }kj gSa] ,d mÙkj dh vksj rFkk nwljk nf{k.k iwoZ dh vksjA ,d NksVk }kj if'pe esa nqxZ 

if'peh [kaM dh /oLr nhokj ds yxHkx chp esa gSA ;g lkekU;r% vke jkLrk ugha Fkk ijUrq [krjs ds le; yksxksa ds Hkkxus ds dke vkrk FkkA

'kq: esa] lkrokguksa tkxhjnkj pqV~Vqvksa jkT; esa] fdys dh nhokjsa b±Vksa ls cuh FkhA bl ckn dnEc jkT; le; nqxZ dks c<+k;k x;k vkSj nqxhZdj.k Hkh fd;k x;k] 
ftlesa ysVjkbV iRFkj] b±Vksa vkSj xhyh feêh dk mi;ksx fd;k x;kA blds ckn nqxZ dk mÙkjh fdukjk vkSj vfèkd c<+k;k x;k rFkk fof'k"V :Ik ls oy ysVjkbV 
iRFkj dk gh mi;ksx fd;k x;kA

fp= % cuoklh nqxZ ifjlj eè; ,d eafnjA
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2.  Malkhed Fort

Manyakheta or modern Malkhed is located on the banks of Kagina River in Gulbarga district, Karnataka. Malkhed was the capital of the powerful 
Rashtrakuta empire from 814 C.E. to 968 C.E. Malkhed had a glorious past under the Rashtrakuta dynasty, particularly under the Emperor 
Amoghavarsha Nrupatunga, who ruled for 64 years and penned the first classical Kannada work, Kavirajamarga. Amoghavarsha and scholars such as 
mathematician Mahaveeracharya, and intellectuals Jinasenacharya, Gunabhadracharya helped to spread Jainism in the region. After the fall of the 
Rashtrakutas, it remained the capital of their successors, the Kalyani Chalukyas or Western Chalukyas till about 1050 C.E. 

There used to be two forts: a large outer fort at the ground level and within it, a small fort on the artificially elevated ground. Architecturally too, the outer 
and the inner differed considerably. It appears that the outer was much earlier than the inner. The outer fort was irregularly polygonal. The width of the 
wall was 3 m and the wall rose to a height of 6 m. It had two exits, one near the north-west corner looking west and another in the middle of the eastern 
side looking east. The citadel within the fort was meant for the rulers and their important officials. But this fort including the citadel was destroyed 
ultimately perhaps during severe conflicts between the Rashtrakutas and the Cholas. Within the fort is, at present, a Jaina temple and a few sculptures, 
door frames, pillars of some temples of the Rashtrakuta period.  

Later a Muslim chieftain owing allegiance to the Bahamanis perhaps built the fort with considerable modifications. Within the fort is Jamma Masjid, 
Kali Masjid together with a colossal bastion known as 'Upli Burj'. Malkhed was subjected to series of unspeakable destructions by the Cholas and later 
by the Muslims during the Sultanate and Mughal periods.

Pictures : A view of remains of Malkhed fort (above) and one of the entrances to the Malkhed fort (below).
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2- ey[ksM nqxZ

ekU;[ksV ;k vkèkqfud ey[ksM] dukZVd xqycxkZ ftys esa dxhuk unh fdukjs ij fLFkr gSA 814 bZ- ls 968 bZ- rd ey[ksM 'kfä'kkyh jk"VªdwV lkezkT; dh 
jktèkkuh jgkA jk"VªdwV jktoa'k esa ey[ksM dk ;'kLoh vrhr jgk gS] fo'ks"k :i ls jktk veks?ko"kZ u`irqax jkT; esa ftUgksaus 64 o"kZ jkT; fd;k rFkk igyk 'kkL=h; 
dUuM+ ys[ku dk;Z ̂ ^dfojktekxZ** fy[kkA veks?ko"kZ rFkk vU; fo}ku tSls xf.krK egkohjkpk;Z rFkk cqf)thoh Kkulsukpk;Z] xq.kHknzkpk;Z us bl {ks= esa tSu èkeZ dk 
izpkj djus esa lgk;rk dhA jk"VªdwVksa iru  ckn Hkh ;g mu mÙkjkfèkdkjh dY;k.kh pkyqD; ;k if'peh pkyqD;ksa dh jktèkkuh yxHkx 1050 bZ- rd cuh jghA

;gk¡ nks nqxZ gSa % ckgjh cM+k nqxZ] fupys Lrj vFkok èkjkry ij vkSj nwljk NksVk nqxZ] ml Hkhrj Ñf=e :i ls Å¡ps fd;s x;s Lrj ijA okLrq f'kYi vuqlkj Hkh ckgjh 
rFkk Hkhrjh nqxZ ,d nwljs ls fHkUu gSA ,slk izrhr gksrk gS fd ckgjh nqxZ Hkhrjh nqxZ ls dkQh iqjkuk gSA ckgjh nqxZ vleku :i ls cgqHkqth vkdkj dk gSA nhokj dh 
pkSM+kbZ 3 ehVj] Å¡pkbZ 6 ehVj rd gSA blds nks fudkl gSa & ,d mÙkj if'pe dksus esa if'pe dh vksj [kqyrk gS rFkk nwljk iwohZ fdukjs ds eè; esa iwoZ dh vksj [kqyrk 
gSA nqxZ esa fLFkr x<+] 'kkldksa mu eq[; vfèkdkfj;ksa fy, Fkk] ijUrq x<+ lfgr ;g nqxZ] jk"VªdwVksa vkSj pksy 'kkldksa chp Hk;adj Vdjko dkj.k var esa èoLr 
gks x;kA orZeku le; esa bl nqxZ esa] ,d tSu eafnj rFkk dqN f'kYi] njoktksa dh pkS[kV] jk"VªdwVksa  le; dqN eafnjksa [kEHks gSaA

dkykarj esa cgefu;ksa izfr fu"Bkoku eqfLye lwcsnkjksa us 'kk;n bl nqxZ dks dkQh vfèkd lqèkkj djds cuok;kA nqxZ esa tkek efLtn vkSj dkyh efLtn gSA lkFk esa] 
fo'kky x<+ tks fd ̂^miyh cqtZ** uke ls tkuk tkrk gS] Hkh gSA ey[ksM dk fujarj iru pksy jktk vkSj ckn esa eqfLye lYrur rFkk eqxy le; esa Hkh pyrk jgkA

fp= % ey[ksM nqxZ ¼Åij½ rFkk ey[ksM nqxZ  izos'k }kjksa esa ,d 
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3. Badami Fort

Badami, formerly known as Vatapi, is a taluk in the Bagalkot district of Karnataka. It was the regal capital of the Badami Chalukyas from 540 to 757 C.E. 
It is famous for rock-cut and other structural temples. Badami may be termed as hill cum land fort. It is situated at the mouth of a ravine between two 
extremely rocky hills on its north and south and a dam to the east at the foothills forming a large reservoir between them.
 
The fortifications consisted originally of a lower fort consisting of a bastioned wall enclosing the town and on a level with the plain commanded by two 
small but strong forts on the hills. The fort on the south hill is called Ranmandal or the Battlefield fort and that on the north hill, is called the Bande Kote 
or Fifty two rocks fort. The city was defended on the east by stone and mud walls with loop-holed parapets and on the west further protected by deep and 
broad ditches.

The fort on the north-hill is a very good instance of Giridurga. The fort wall is semi-circular raised all along the edge of the high hill serving as a bastion 
providing a view of the plains. The fort is irregularly polygonal and the height of the wall also varies between 2m to 6m. The south fort stands on the 
summit of a cliff. The rock is separated from the mass of the main hill by an impressive chasm, 26 to 60 feet deep and 18 to 30 feet broad. It is approached 
by a flight of steps through a narrow valley. The walls have circular bastions on the outside and on the top is an irregularly pentagonal citadel. 

Pulkeshi I shifted the capital of his kingdom to Badami and also made tremendous effort to construct a fort on the high hill plateau. His only known 
inscription dated 543 C.E essentially speaks of the construction of the fort, the only one known so far belonging to the period of ancient Karnataka. 

Picture : A distant view of Badami fort. 
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3- cknkeh nqxZ

cknkeh] igys okrkih uke ls tkuk tkrk Fkk] dukZVd  ckxydksV ftys esa ,d rkyqd gSA 540 bZ- ls 757 bZ- rd ;g cknkeh pkyqD;ksa dh 'kkgh jktèkkuh Fkh] ;g  
pêku ls dVs rFkk vius vU; lajpukRed eafnjksa  fy, izfl) gSA cknkeh dks ge igkM+h HkwnqxZ dg ldrs gSaA ;g nks vR;ar pêkuh igkfM+;ksa chp ?kkVh  eqgkus ij 
fLFkr gSA ;s igkfM+;ka blds mÙkj vkSj nf{k.k esa gSa ftuds chp iwoZ esa fxjh ihB ij ,d ck¡èk gS tks cM+k tyk'k; cukrk gSA

nqxZcanh  vkjaHk esa ewy:i ls fupys Lrj ij cuk gqvk nqxZ Fkk ftldh x<+ cukrh gqbZ nhokj] uxj dks ?ksjs gq, FkhA nks NksVs ijUrq 'kfä'kkyh nqxZ igkfM+;ksa ij cus gq, Fks 
tgk¡ ls 'kklu fd;k tkrk FkkA nf{k.kh igkM+h ij cuk gqvk nqxZ ̂j.k eaMy* nqxZ dgykrk Fkk rFkk mÙkjh igkM+h ij cuk nqxZ ̂cUnsdksV* ;k ̂ckou pêku nqxZ* dgykrk 
FkkA iwoZ fn'kk esa uxj iRFkj vkSj xhyh feV~Vh ls cuh nhokj ls jf{kr Fkk] ftlesa cpko gsrq eaqMsj cuh gqbZ Fkh rFkk vkxs if'pe fn'kk esa cpko xgjh rFkk pkSM+h 
[kkb;k¡ cuh FkhaA

mÙkjh igkM+h ij cuk gqvk nqxZ] igkM+h nqxZ dk ,d mRÑ"V mnkgj.k gSA nqxZ dh vèkZ xksykdkj nhokj iwjs igkM+h fdukjs dks ?ksjrs gq, x<+ cukrh gS lkFk gh ;gk¡  
eSnkuh n`'; dk voyksdu Hkh fd;k tk ldrk gSA nqxZ vleku cgqHkqtkdkj gS rFkk bldh nhokj dh ÅapkbZ Hkh 2 ehVj ls 6 ehVj rd ?kVrh c<+rh gSA nf{k.kh nqxZ lhèkh 
[kM+h pêku  f'k[kj ij gSA bl pêku dks eq[; igkM+h [k.M ls vyx djus okyh ,d izHkko'kkyh xgjh [kkbZ gS] ftldh pkSM+kbZ 18 ls 30 QhV gS vkSj ;g 26 QhV ls 
60 QhV rd xgjh gSA ;gk¡ ,d ladjh ?kkVh esa cuh lhf<+;ksa }kjk igqapk tk ldrk gSA xksykdkj x<+ dh nhokjksa  ckgjh vksj pksVh ij ,d vleku iapHkqth; dksV cuk 
gqvk gSA

iqYk lh çFke us vius jkT; dh jktèkkuh LFkkukarfjr dj cknkeh esa cuk nh vkSj Å¡ps igkM+h iBkj ij nqxZ cukus dk vlhe iz;Ru fd;kA mu
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4. Vijayanagar Fort 

Under the guidance of sage Vidyaranya, Harihar and Bukka founded in 1335 a city on the banks of the Tungabhadra river which was named Vijayanagar 
in Bellary district in Karnataka.

The kingdom prospered under their rule but it was constantly in conflict with the neighbouring powers like the Bahamani kingdom. To protect the city 
Harihar II (1399-1406) raised walls and towers of the fort and strengthened their fortifications. The city was further strengthened by Devaraya II (1422-
1446). The Persian traveller Abdul Razak who visited the city in 1443 tells us that the fortress of Vijayanagar is in the form of a circle situated on the 
summit of a hill.

The fortifications of the city were no doubt formidable. It was surrounded by deep moats which prevented the enemy from coming near the walls. It was 
equipped with up-to-date weapons of offence and defence. On the walls were set up catapults which showered stones, clubs and viable axes upon the 
enemy, causing much harm. Explosive weapons were also used in defending the fort against the invaders. There were various gateways, namely the 
Kampli gateway, Sandur gateway, Hospet gateway, Kamalapura gateway and Mallapura gateway. All these gates were connected with high walls and 
hill ranges concentrically. The defence of the fort was left in the hands of Amaranayakas in whom the Raja had great confidence.

Krishnadevaraya who ascended the throne in 1509 added several buildings in the capital. But a battle on 23 January 1565 at Talikota completely 
destroyed Vijayanagar. It was a watershed battle fought between the Vijayanagar Empire and the Deccan Sultanates of Ahmednagar, Bidar, Bijapur and 
Golconda, who had formed a grand alliance which caused the end of the Vijayanagar Empire, the last great Hindu kingdom in South India.

Pictures : View of Talarighatta Gate (above, left), Domed Gate (above, right), Lotus Mahal (below, left), Stepped Tank (below, right).  

lkaLÑfrd lzksr ,oa çf'k{k.k osQUæ Centre for Cultural Resources and Training

Forts of Karnataka

dukZVd nqxZd¢ 

4- fot;uxj nqxZ

dukZVd  csYykjh ftys esa 1335 bZ- esa] lkèkq fo|kj.; ekxZ n'kZu esa] gfjgj rFkk cqDdk us rqaxHknzk unh fdukjs ,d uxj clk;k ftldk uke fot;uxj j[kk 
x;kA

muds 'kklu esa jkT; rks le`) gqvk ijUrq yxkrkj iM+kslh jkT;ksa ls] tSls fd cgeuh bR;kfn ls izHkqRo ds fy, yM+kbZ gksrh jghA uxj dh lqj{kk ds fy, gfjgj f}rh; 
¼1399&1406 bZ-½ us nqxZ dh nhokjsa vkSj cqtks± dh ?ksjkcanh vkSj etcwr djkb±A nsojk;&f}rh; ¼1422&1446 bZ-½ }kjk uxj dks Hkh vfèkd etcwr cuk;k x;kA 1443 esa 
vk;s Qkjlh ;k=h vCnqy jTtkd  o`ÙkkUr  vuqlkj fot;uxj ,d xksykdkj vkÑfr dk gS rFkk ,d igkM+h f'k[kj ij fLFkr gSA

blesa dksbZ lansg ugha fd uxj dk nqxhZdj.k nqtsZ; FkkA ;g [kkb;ksa ls f?kjk gqvk Fkk ftlds dkj.k nq'eu nqxZ dh nhokj rd ugha igq¡p ikrs FksA ;g uohure gfFk;kjksa 
ls lqlfTtr Fkk tks fd vkØe.k rFkk lqj{kk  fy, l{ke FksA nhokjksa ij iz{ksid fLFkr Fks ftuls iRFkj] eqxnj ;k ykBh rFkk dqYgkM+h lkèk dj nq'eu ij cjlk, tkrs 
Fks] ftlls nq'eu dh cgqr gkfu gksrh FkhA vkØe.kdkfj;ksa  fo#) foLQksVd gfFk;kj Hkh nqxZ dh lqj{kk fy, mi;ksx gksrs FksA ;gk¡ ij fofHkUu izos'k }kj Fks ftuds 
uke gSa & dkEiyh }kj] lanwj }kj] gkslisV }kj] deykiqjk }kj rFkk eYyiqjk }kjA ;s lHkh la fnzr }kj Å¡ph nhokjksa rFkk igkM+h Ük`a[kykvksa ls tqM+s gq, FksA nqxZ dh lqj{kk 
dk Hkkj vejuk;dksa gkFkksa esa Fkk] ftu ij jktk dks cgqr fo'okl FkkA

1509 bZ- esa tc Ñ".knso jk; jktxíh ij cSBs rc mUgksaus cgqr ls Hkou jktèkkuh esa cuok,A ijUrq 23 tuojh] 1565  rkyhdksV ;q) us fot;uxj dks iw.kZ:i ls 
èoLr dj fn;kA ;g ,d fouk'kdkjh ;q) FkkA tks fot;uxj lkezkT; rFkk la;qDr :Ik ls nf{k.kh vgenuxj lYrur] chnj] chtkiqj rFkk xksydqaMk chp gqvk Fkk] 
ftUgksaus nf{k.k Hkkjr esa vafre fgUnw lkezkT; fo#) xBcaèku fd;k FkkA

fp= % ryfj?kV~Vk }kj dk n`'; ¼Åij ck,¡½] xqacnokyk }kj ¼Åij nk,¡½] dey egy ¼uhps ck,¡½] lh<+hnkj rkykc ¼uhps nk,¡½
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5. Gulbarga Fort

The fort of Gulbarga located in Karnataka was a Naradurga with no natural defences. The fort had 15 towers and probably 26 guns, including one 25 feet 
long. The fort stands to the north-west of the city and has a rectangular plan. It is enclosed by a double wall (50 feet thick) with bastions at intervals and 
surrounded by a deep and wide moat. The really massive projecting bastions held revolving platforms for cannon. There were machicolations, merlons 
and embrasures with loopholes for musketry. 

There were two gateways, one in the middle of the east wall and other in the middle of the west wall. The outer barbican gate of the east gateway is 
destroyed. On the either side of this 50 feet long gateway are large guard rooms.

The west gate was a formidable structure and was protected by an outwork, now in ruins. It projects out as a spectacular horn work beyond the fort and 
includes a succession of four doors and four strongly defended courts. The entrance was further defended by three tiers of powerful iron chains which, in 
times of attack, were fixed across the opening in front of the door. The two-leaved door is still in its position, iron clad and armoured with spikes. 

Alone among Indian forts, Gulbarga boasted a huge, formidable dungeon the Bala Hissar. Rectangular, with four great towers, its grey-black sandstone 
walls have no opening below the level of the crenellations except the entrance, high up on the north face at the head of a long, exposed flight of steps. It 
was in the centre of the fort, used as a residence and place of last refuge.

Pictures : View of a double wall with bastions at intervals (above), the dungeon Bala Hissar (below) and Cannon at Bala Hissar (inset). 
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5- xqycxkZ nqxZ

dukZVd esa xqycxkZ dk nqxZ ,d ujnqxZ Fkk] ftlesa dksbZ Hkh izkÑfrd lqj{kk dk lkèku ugha FkkA nqxZ esa 15 cqtZ rFkk laHkor% 26 rksisa Fkha] ftlesa ls ,d 25 QhV yEch FkhA 
nqxZ uxj dh mÙkjh if'peh fn'kk esa gS rFkk ;kstuk esa vk;rkdkj gSA ;g 50 QhV nksgjh nhokj ls f?kjk gqvk gS rFkk dqN nwjh varjky ij x<+ cus gq, gSa vkSj pkSM+h 
rFkk xgjh [kkbZ bls ?ksjs gq, gSA oLrqr% fo'kky] Åij mBs gq, x<+ ij ?kweus okys pcwrjs cus gq, Fks ftu ij rksisa j[kha gqbZ FkhaA ;gk¡ ckgj fudyh eaqMsj] mu ij cus daxwjs 
rFkk Nsn Fks ;s lc cUnwdèkkjh lsuk cpko rjh FksA

;gk¡ nks izos'k }kj gSa] ,d iwohZ nhokj eè; esa rFkk nwljk if'peh nhokj eè; esaA iwohZ izos'k}kj ckgjh izkphj dk }kj èoLr gks pqdk gSA bl 50 QhV yEcs cM+s 
xfy;kjksa nksuksa vksj cM+s j{kd x`g gSaA

if'peh }kj ,d nqtsZ; lajpuk gS tks cfgnqZxZ ls lqjf{kr Fkh rFkk vc [kaMgj voLFkk esa gSA ;g lhax vkdkj dh vFkok panzkdkj lajpuk dk HkO; izn'kZu gS tks nqxZ ls 
ckgj dh vksj fudyh gqbZ cuh gSA blesa Øe'k% pkj njokts rFkk pkj vR;ar lqjf{kr njckj gSaA izos'k}kj etcwr yksgs dh tathjksa dh rhu Jsf.k;ksa ls vkSj vfèkd lqjf{kr 
gks tkrk gSA ;s vkØe.k le; }kj lkeus ,d fljs ls nwljs fljs rd ck¡èk nh tkrh FkhaA nks iV dk }kj ftl ij yksgk tM+k gqvk gS rFkk dhysa x<+h gqbZ gSa vkt Hkh 
viuh fLFkfr esa cuk gqvk gSA

Hkkjrh; nqxks± esa oy xqycxkZ nqxZ dks ,d nqtsZ; cM+k rg[kkuk ̂ ^ckyk fglkj** j[kus dk xkSjo izkIr FkkA ;g vk;rkdkj Fkk blesa pkj cqtZ Fks] vkSj bldh Hkwjh dkyh 
cyqvk iRFkj ls cuh nhokjksa esa dksbZ fudyus dk jkLrk ugha FkkA ;g ijdksVs ls uhps ry ij cuk gqvk Fkk] blesa oy Å¡ps mÙkjh eqgkus ij cuh [kqyh lh<+h }kjk gh 
izos'k fd;k tk ldrk FkkA ;g nqxZ  eè; Hkkx esa cuk gqvk FkkA bldk mi;ksx vafre vkJ; fy, fd;k tkrk FkkA

fp= % fujarj varjky ij cqtZ  lkFk nksgjh nhokjksa dk n`'; ¼Åij½] cM+k rg[kkuk ¼uhps½] cM+s rg[kkus dh rksi ¼bulsV½
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6. Jamia Mosque, Gulbarga Fort

Gulbarga's Jamia Mosque, built in 1367 by Rafi of Kazvin, is unique in India in that it is completely covered, with a dome over the mihrab, domes at each 
corner and more than 70 smaller domes. There is no open courtyard and it measures 216 feet by 176 feet – all light comes from the arcades. 

Towards the east of the city are Bahmani tombs - squares with large domes. They are simple domed cubes of plastered rubble in northern style. But the 
mausoleum of Firoz Shah does bear some Hindu decoration, though this remained uncommon in the Deccan until the time of the Adil Shahi dynasty 
towards the end of the 15th century C.E. One of the tombs – of Khwaja Banda Nawaz- is venerated by all communities. The arches of these buildings are 
in Bahmani style and paintings on walls are in Persian style.

The revolt of the Muslim officers appointed from Delhi resulted in founding of the Bahmani Sultanate in 1347 C.E. by Hassan Gangu, who chose 
Gulbarga to be his capital and adorned it with buildings. 
 
Gulbarga continued to play an important role till 1429 when Ahmad Shah shifted his capital to Bidar. With the transfer of the capital, Gulbarga lost its 
place of pride. In 1520 Krishnadevaraya of Vijayanagar invaded Gulbarga, razed the fortress to the ground. Later Ali Adil Shah defeated the king of 
Vijayanagar and, as per inscriptions, repaired the Gulbarga Fort. In 1657 Aurangzeb, then governor of Deccan succeeded in conquering Bijapur and 
Gulbarga. Later Gulbarga changed hands and became a part of the Nizam's kingdom.

Pictures : View of Jamia Mosque in Gulbarga fort (above), inside view of Jamia Mosque (below, left) and prayer hall of Jamia Mosque (below, right)
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6- tkek efLtn] xqycxkZ nqxZ

xqycxkZ nqxZ dh tkek efLtn 1367 bZ- esa jQh dkt+fou }kjk cukbZ x;h FkhA ;g Hkkjr dh ,d vuks[kh] iw.kZ :i ls vko`Ùk efLtn gS] bldh esgjkc Åij rFkk izR;sd 
dksus esa xqEcn cus gSaA yxHkx 70 xqEcn gSaA blesa dksbZ [kqyk gqvk vk¡xu ugha gS rFkk ;g 216 QhV yEch vkSj 176 QhV pkSM+h gSA lkjk izdk'k rksj.k iFk ls vkrk gSA

uxj  iwoZ dh vksj cgeuh dczsa gSaA ;s oxkZdkj gSa rFkk bu ij cM+s xqEcn gSaA ;s lkèkkj.k xqEcnh; ?kukdkj mÙkj Hkkjrh; 'kSyh esa cuh dczsa gSa tks IykLVj fd;s x;s eycs 
dh cuh gSaA ijUrq Qhjkst'kkg  edcjs ij dqN fgUnw f'kYi dh ltkoV ns[kus dks feyrh gS] vkfny 'kkgh oa'k 'kklu  vafre pj.k 15oha 'krkCnh bZ- rd] ,slh 
'kSyh dk lkekU;r% izpyu ugha FkkA bUgha esa ls ,d dcz tks fd [oktk cank uokt dh gS] lHkh laiznk; yksxksa }kjk iwth tkrh gSA ;gk¡ Hkouksa esgjkc cgeuh 
'kSyh  gSa rFkk nhokjksa ij Qkjlh 'kSyh dh fp=dyk gSA

fnYyh }kjk fu;qä fd;s x;s eqfLye vfèkdkfj;ksa  fonzksg ds QyLo:i 1347 bZ- esa glu xaxw }kjk cgeuh lYrur dh LFkkiuk gqbZ ftlus xqycxkZ dks viuh jktèkkuh 
 fy, pquk rFkk bls Hkouksa dk fuekZ.k dj  ltk;kA

1429 bZ- rd xqycxkZ dh eq[; Hkwfedk jgh vkSj rc vgen'kkg us viuh jktèkkuh LFkkukarfjr djds chnj dks jktèkkuh cuk fn;kA jktèkkuh cny tkus ls xqycxkZ dk 
xkSjo tkrk jgkA 1520 bZ- esa fot;uxj  Ñ".knso jk; us xqycxkZ ij vkØe.k dj ;gk¡  nqxZ dks èoLr dj fn;kA f'kykys[kksa vuqlkj] ckn esa vyh vkfny'kkg us 
fot;uxj  jktk dks gjkus  ckn xqycxkZ nqxZ dk th.kksZ)kj fd;kA 1657 bZ- esa vkSjaxtsc us] tks ml le; nf{k.k ds lwCksnkj Fks] chtkiqj vkSj xqycxkZ dks thr 
fy;kA ckn esa xqycxkZ futke lkezkT; ds vèkhu vk x;kA

fp= % xqycxkZ nqxZ esa tkfe;k efLtn dk n`'; ¼Åij½] tkfe;k efLtn dk Hkhrjh n`'; ¼uhps] ck,¡½] tkfe;k efLtn dk bcknr [kkuk ¼uhps] nk,¡½
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7. Bidar Fort

Located on the Deccan Plateau in the north-eastern part of Karnataka, Bidar is situated 740 kms north of Bengaluru. The Bidar fort is irregular rhomboid 
in shape and is one of the most formidable forts of the country. The total circuit of the ramparts is over 3 miles and it has 37 bastions and five gates. The 
fort is surrounded by glacis and moats in the form of triple channel with partition walls hewn out of solid rocks which are a special feature of Bidar. The 
walls, bastions, gates and barbicans of Bidar, which are still intact, are some of the most sophisticated architectural features in India. The Munde Burj is 
the most prominent bastion commanding the approach with heavy guns and loopholes. The main entrance to the fort is from the town through a triple 
gate. The first was defended by a moat, now filled in, and was closed by two doors in succession, the outer door being studded with spikes.

The gateways are skillfully designed, having strong barbicans. The gateways on the east side, standing high above the plain, are approached through 
steep and winding tunnels. The citadel was formerly cut off from the rest of the fort by a wall, now largely destroyed, occupies the highest spot and, in 
addition to its gate from the fort, has a strong postern. Inside the town-walls and the fort are many old buildings. The more important of them are Royal 
Kitchen, Tarkash Mahal, Lal Bagh, Gagan Mahal, Rangin Mahal, Takhat Mahal, and so on. The madrassa of Mahmud Gawan is one of the noteworthy 
monuments of Bidar. 

The Bahamani rulers did not take too long to realize that Gulbarga being nearer to their rival Vijayanagar was not too secure a place for the capital. 
Comparatively Bidar was more secure and also climatically better. In 1429 Ahmad Shah Wali shifted the Bahamani capital from Gulbarga to Bidar. It is 
believed that the building of the city and fort of Bidar commenced sometime in 1429, when the king Ahmad Shah Wali returned from the conquest of 
Kherla, and the operation lasted for three years and was completed in 1432. 

Pictures : Entrance to Bidar fort (above, left), Tarkash Mahal (above, right), Rangin Mahal (below, left) and Gagan Mahal (below, right).
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7- chnj nqxZ

chnj] nf{k.kh iBkj esa dukZVd  mÙkjh&iwohZ Hkkx rFkk caxyq# ls mÙkj esa 740 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij fLFkr gSA ;g vfu;fer :i ls lekUrj vle prqHkqZt vkdkj dk gS 
rFkk ns'k  lokZf/kd nqtsZ; nqxks± esa ls ,d gSA bl  ijdksVksa dk iwjk ?ksjk 3 ehy ls vfèkd dk gS blesa 37 x<+ vkSj 5 }kj gSaA nqxZ] [kkbZ rFkk cQZ ls iVh unh ls f?kjk 
gqvk gS bl izdkj frxquh ukys dh lqj{kk rFkk Bksl pêkuksa ls dkV dj cuh] ?ksjs gqbZ nhokjsa chnj nqxZ dh fo'ks"krk,a gSaA chnj nqxZ dh nhokjsa] Nkofu;ka] }kj rFkk izkphj 
vHkh rd v[kaM gSa] rFkk Hkkjr  ifj"Ñr okLrqf'kYi dh fo'ks"k vfHkO;fä gSA eqaMs cqtZ lcls izeq[k x<+ gS rFkk Hkkjh rksiksa vkSj cpus  jkLrksa dkj.k vR;ar 
izHkko'kkyh gSA nqxZ dk eq[; izos'k ekxZ uxj dh vksj ls izos'k dj  rhu }kj ikj dj  curk gSA igyk }kj ,d [kkbZ }kjk lqjf{kr Fkk] tks fd vc Hkj nh x;h gS] 
ftl  ckn nks vkSj }kj ,d  ckn ,d gSaA ckgjh }kj dhyksa ls tM+k gqvk gSA

izos'kekxks± dh cukoV dq'kyrkiwoZd dh xbZ] ftuds izkphj Hkh etcwr cuk, x;sA iwohZ fn'kk esa cuk izos'k}kj èkjkry ls Å¡pk cuk gqvk Fkk] tgk¡ rd igq¡pus  fy, 
xgjh ?kqekonkj lqjaxksa ls gksrs gq, tkuk iM+rk gSA x<+ ;k dksV tks lcls Å¡ps LFkku ij cuk gqvk Fkk] ckdh nqxZ ls ,d nhokj }kjk vyx fd;k x;k FkkA og nhokj vc 
vfèkdr% [kaMgj gSA ;gk¡  fy, nqxZ esa ls ,d }kj gS rFkk blesa ,d pksj njoktk Hkh gSA uxj&nhokj rFkk nqxZ esa vusd iqjkuh bekjrsa gSaA ftlesa 'kkgh jlksbZ ?kj] 
rjd'k egy] yky ckx] xxu egy] r[r egy bR;kfn vfèkd egRoiw.kZ gSaA eksgEen xoka dk enjlk] chnj  mYys[kuh; Lekjdksa esa ls ,d gSA 

cgeuh 'kkldksa dks ;g le>us esa vfèkd nsj ugha yxh fd xqycxkZ vius nq'eu] fot;uxj  ikl gksus dkj.k ,d jktèkkuh fy, lqjf{kr LFkku ugha gSA bldh 
rqyuk esa chnj vfèkd lqjf{kr rFkk tyok;q ds vkèkkj ij Hkh mÙke gSA 1429 bZLoh esa vgen'kkg oyh us cgeuh jktèkkuh xqycxkZ ls chnj LFkkukarfjr dj nhA ,slk 
ekuk tkrk gS fd [ksjyk  ;q) ls ykSVus  ckn 1429 bZLoh esa jktk vgen'kkg oyh us chnj uxj rFkk nqxZ cuokuk vkjaHk fd;k vkSj ;g dk;Z rhu lky rd pyrk 
jgk vkSj 1432 bZLoh esa lekIr gqvkA

fp= % chnj nqxZ dk izos'k ¼Åij] ck,¡½] rjd'k egy ¼Åij] nk,¡½] jaxhu egy ¼uhps] ck,¡½] xxu egy ¼uhps] nk,¡½
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8. Bijapur Fort

Bijapur was once the capital of the Adil Shahi dynasty and it is located in the district of the same name in the present Karnataka state. The fort is roughly 
oval-shaped in plan, the western part being broader, with wide moat (36m wide), filled with water besides tall and formidable defence curtains 
interconnected by colossal watch towers and gun bastions. The area covered by the fort is 4km east-west and 3.25 km north-south. Bijapur fort is the 
most spacious fort of the Muslim rulers in Karnataka. The fort has five important gateways - Mecca Gate on the west, Shahpur Gate at the north–west, 
Bahamani Gate on the north,  Allapur Gate on the east and Fateh Gate on the south-east. 

In addition to the main gateways, there are three colossal watch towers (burj), almost at regular intervals, one being the Feringi Burj which 
accommodates several pieces of cannon. The fort has a number of guns, some are famous, one of them being Malik-i-Maidan (March of the Field). The 
citadel popularly known as the Arkquila is roughly located in the centre of the fort.  The Arkquila is a treasury of artistic buildings consisting of palaces, 
arches, tombs, gateways, minarets all carved with rich brown basalt rock. The most important of them being the Gol Gumbaz, the tomb of Sultan 
Mohammad Ali Shah, regarded as one of the most remarkable buildings in the world. The prominent palaces are the Chini Mahal, Anand Mahal, Adalat 
Mahal, Asar Mahal, Gagan Mahal and Sat Manjil.

In the wake of the breakup of the Bahamani Kingdom, Yusuf Adil Shah (1489-1510), who was a governor under the Bahamani Sultan Muhammad Shah II 
(1482-1515) of Bidar, declared independence and founded a new dynasty of rulers in Bijapur, known as the Adil Shahis. From the early part of the 16th 
century to the middle of 17th century, vigorous structural activity in Bijapur resulted in the appearance of monuments of wonder and grandeur.

Pictures : Entrance to Bijapur fort (above, left), Gol Gumbaz (above, right), Ibrahim Roza (below) and Malik-i-Maidan (inset).
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8- chtkiqj nqxZ

chtkiqj ,d le; ij vkfny'kkgh jktoa'k dh jktèkkuh Fkk rFkk vkèkqfud dukZVd jkT; esa blh uke  ftys esa fLFkr FkkA ;g nqxZ yxHkx vaMkdkj ekifp=  
vuqlkj cuk gqvk gS] bldk if'peh Hkkx vfèkd pkSM+k gS rFkk bl vksj 36 ehVj pkSM+h ikuh ls Hkjh [kkbZ] vkil esa ,d nwljs tqM+s gq, fo'kky nqtsZ; i;Zos{k.k cqtZ rFkk 
rksi okys x<+ cus gq, gSaA nqxZ dk iwoZ&if'peh {ks= 4 fd-eh- rFkk mÙkjh nf{k.kh {ks= 3-25 fd-eh- gSA dukZVd esa eqfLye 'kkldksa dk lcls foLr`r nqxZ chtkiqj dk gSA 
nqxZ  ikap eq[; }kj gSa% if'pe esa eDdk }kj] mÙkj&if'pe esa 'kkgiqj }kj] mÙkj esa cgeuh }kj] iwoZ esa vYykiqj }kj] nf{k.k&iwoZ esa Qrsg }kjA

bu eq[; }kj ekxks±  lkFk&lkFk rhu fo'kky i;Zos{k.k cqtZ] yxHkx leku nwjh ij fLFkr gSa] buesa ls ,d fQjaxh cqtZ gSA bl nqxZ esa vusd rksisa gS] ftlesa ls dqN izfl) 
Hkh gSa] ,slh gh ,d izfl) rksi ̂ekfyd , eSnku* gSA vjfdyk  uke ls izfl) x<+ nqxZ  yxHkx nz esa fLFkr gSA vjfdyk dykRed bekjrksa dk [ktkuk gS blesa 
egy] esgjkc] dczsa] }kjekxZ] ehukjsa lHkh Hkwjs pednkj vf'krkLe iRFkj ls rjk'k dj cuk;s x;s gSaA buesa lcls izeq[k lqYrku eksgEen vyh'kkg dh dcz] xksy xqEct gSA 
;g lalkj dh lcls foy{k.k bekjrksa esa ls ,d ekuh tkrh gSA egRoiw.kZ egy] tSls phuh egy] vkuan egy] vnkyr egy] vlkj egy] xxu egy rFkk lkr eafty 
bR;kfn gSaA

cgeuh lkezkT; VwVus ij] chnj  cgeuh lqyrku eksgEen 'kkg&f}rh; ¼1482&1515½  lwcsnkj ;wlqQ vkfny 'kkg ¼1489&1510½ us vius vkidks Lora= ?kksf"kr 
dj  chtkiqj esa ,d u, jktoa'k ̂vkfny'kkgh* dh LFkkiuk dhA 16oha 'krkCnh dh vkjaHk ls 17oha 'krkCnh  eè; rd chtkiqj esa izcy lajpukRed xfrfofèk;k¡ jgha 
ftl  QyLo:i vuks[ks le`) fo'kky Lekjd ns[kus dks feyrs gSaA

fp= % chtkiqj nqxZ dk izos'k ¼Åij] ck,¡½] xksy xqact ¼Åij] nk,¡½] bczkghe jkstk ¼uhps½] ekfyd&,&eSnku ¼bulsV½

d¢ d¢

d¢

d¢
d¢ d¢ d¢a

d¢ d¢
d¢ d¢
d¢





9. Raichur Fort

Raichur, on the banks of the Tungabhadra river, is the headquarters of Raichur district. It is located 409 kms from the state capital, Bengaluru.

The original fort at Raichur, according to a long inscription on a slab on the western wall, was built by Raja Vitthala on the order of the Kakatiya queen, 
Rudramma Devi, in the last decade of the 13th century. It came into the possession of the Bahamanis and later Adil Shahis during the 15th and 16th 
centuries.

Adil Shahi rulers made several additions and modifications to the fortifications and built the outer fort wall. The walls of this fort are constructed of huge 
blocks of well-dressed and nicely fitted stones, without the aid of any cementing material. The outer wall, which is constructed of comparatively rough 
stone masonry, however, is the work of the Muslims, as is shown by the various inscriptions in Arabic and Persian on its bastions and gateways. There 
are two gateways in the inner fortifications (Sailani darwaza in the west and Sikandari darwaza in the east) and five in the outer fortifications (Mecca in 
the west, Naurangi in the north, Kati in the east, Khandak in the south and Doddi in the eastern side). The outer wall is enclosed by a deep moat on three 
sides, the fourth (or the southern) side being naturally defended by a row of three rocky hills, all fortified with massive ramparts. The outer fort is 
considerably larger than the inner fort.

The Bala Hissar or citadel, situated on the middle and loftiest of the hills on the southern side, stands on an irregularly shaped platform supported on 
stone masonry piled up with on rough boulders. It contains mainly, a Durbar Hall, a small one-arched mosque in Bijapur style, a dargah called Panch 
Bibi Dargah and a square cistern now filled up with earth. 

Pictures : A distant view of Raichur fort (above), one of the entrance gate of Raichur fort (below).
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9- jk;pwj nqxZ

jk;pwj ftys dk eq[;ky;] rqaxHknzk unh rV ij clk gqvk gS rFkk jkT; dh jktèkkuh caxyq# ls 409 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij fLFkr gSA

nqxZ dh if'peh nhokj esa ,d f'kykiêh ij fy[ks ,d yEcs f'kykys[k  vuqlkj vkjafHkd jk;pwj nqxZ] dkdrh; jkuh #nzEek nsoh  vkns'k ij jktk foV~By us 13oha 
'krkCnh vafre n'kd esa cuok;k FkkA ckn esa 15oha rFkk 16oha 'krkCnh esa ;g cgeuh] fQj vkfny'kkgh 'kkldksa ds vèkhu gqvkA

vkfny'kkgh 'kkldksa us blesa dbZ u, Hkkx tksM+s rFkk blds nqxhZdj.k dks vkSj etcwr cuk;k vkSj nqxZ ckgj nhokj cuokbZA bl nqxZ dh ckgjh nhokj esa lq?kM+ dVs gq, 
cM+s iRFkj vkil esa ,d nwljs ls fcuk fdlh pwuk lhesaV bR;kfn  tksM+s x;s FksA bldh rqyuk esa ckgjh nhokj vux<+ iRFkjksa dks jktxhjh ls fpukbZ dj cukbZ x;h Fkh 
vkSj blesa eqfLye dkjhxjh dh Nki gSA x<+ rFkk }kjksa ij vjch rFkk Qkjlh  fofHkUu f'kykys[kksa esa ;gh n'kkZ;k x;k gSA Hkhrjh nqxhZdj.k  nks }kjekxZ gSa ¼lSykuh 
njoktk if'pe esa rFkk iwoZ esa fldanjh njoktk½ rFkk ckgjh nqxhZdj.k esa ikap }kj ¼if'pe esa eDdk] mÙkj esa ukSjaxh] iwoZ esa dkrh] nf{k.k esa [kand rFkk MksMh] iwohZ fdukjs 
dh vksj½ gSaA ckgjh nhokj rhu vksj ls [kkbZ ls f?kjh gqbZ gS vkSj pkSFkk nf{k.kh Nksj izkÑfrd :i ls rhu pêkuh igkM+h Ük`a[kyk ls lqjf{kr gS] lHkh ij fo'kky ijdksVs gSaA 
ckgjh nqxZ Hkhrjh nqxZ ls vR;fèkd cM+k gSA

ckyk fglkj ;k x<+] ,d cqyan igkM+h eè; ml  nf{k.kh fdukjs ij ,d vleku pcwrjs ij fLFkr gS] tks fd cM+s&cM+s iRFkjksa dh jktxhjh dh fpukbZ ls fVdk gqvk 
gSA blesa eq[; :i ls ,d njckj gky] ,d chtkiqj 'kSyh dh ,d esgjkc dh efLtn gS] ,d ikap choh njxkg rFkk ,d oxkZdkj ikuh dh gkSnh gS tks fd vc feêh ls 
Hkj nh x;h gSA

fp= % jk;pwj nqxZ dk nwjorhZ n`'; ¼Åij½] jk;pwj nqxZ  izos'k }kjksa esa ls ,d ¼uhps½

d¢ 

d¢ d¢
d¢ 

d¢ 
d¢

d¢ d¢

d¢ d¢

d¢





10. Shahpur Fort

Shahpur is a town located in Karnataka and it is about 500 kms north of Bengaluru. Shahpur fort is of irregular shape built on precipitous rocks which 
originally formed the principal defences of the fort. The two arched gateways of the Shahpur fort which are attached with the fortification walls are in 
ruins. One of them has Persian inscription on top. The fort is dominated by a great attainable conical hill, on which the citadel stands making it 
impregnable. To reach the citadel one has to pass through triple wall fortification built of masonry in lime-mortar. The inner walls also have bastions 
with battlements. Entrance to the inner circle is through small doorways. Between the ramparts are several stone structures of various dimensions, 
serving different purposes.

Of the seven inscriptions at Shahpur fort, the earliest dated 1555, describes that the fort was built by Ibrahim Adil Shah I through one Muhammad Yusuf. 
He strengthened the bastions and curtains. It is interesting to note that even in the inscriptions carved on Shahpur fort and the town gateway (Gogi 
Darwaza) the name Shahpur does not appear. As per the mythology,  the name of Shahpur is 'Sagar'. But in its place the name Nusratbad is mentioned 
which was given by Adil Shahi rulers. 

Picture : Ramparts of Shahpur fort.
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10- 'kkgiqj nqxZ

'kkgiqj ,d uxj gS] ;g dukZVd esa caxyq#  mÙkj esa yxHkx 500 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij fLFkr gSA 'kkgiqj nqxZ vleku vkdkj dk gS vkSj Rofjr pêku  Åij cuk gqvk 
gS] vkjEHk esa ;g pêku izèkku lqj{kk dk lkèku FkhA 'kkgiqj nqxZ  nqxhZdj.k nhokj ls tqM+s gq, nks esgjkc okyk }kj ekxZ vc [kaMgj dh fLFkfr esa gSA muesa ls ,d 
'kh"kZ ij Qkjlh  f'kykys[k gSaA nqxZ dk izHkqRo ,d lkè; pksVhnkj igkM+h  ftl ij vts; x<+ cuk gqvk gSA x<+ rd igq¡pus fy, frxquh] pwjs xkjs 
dh fpukbZ ls cuh nqxhZÑr nhokj dks ikj djuk iM+rk gSA Hkhrjh nhokj esa Nkouh rFkk ekspkZ pkjnhokjh cus gq, gSaA Hkhrjh ?ksjs esa ,d NksVs izos'k ekxZ ls tk;k tkrk gSA 
ijdksVksa ds chp&chp esa iRFkj dh fofHkUu uki dh lajpuk,a gS] ftu  vyx&vyx mi;ksx gksrs gkasxsA

'kkgiqj nqxZ lkr f'kykys[kksa esa ls lcls iqjkuk f'kykys[k 1555 bZLoh dk gSA bl vuqlkj ;g nqxZ bczkghe vkfny'kkg çFke us fdlh eksgEen ;wlqQ }kjk cuok;k 
FkkA mlus Nkofu;ka rFkk vkoj.k etcwr djok,A jkspd rFkk è;ku nsus ;ksX; ckr gS fd 'kkgiqj nqxZ rFkk uxj  xksxh njokts ij rjk'ks x;s f'kykys[kksa esa 'kkgiqj ds 
uke dk mYys[k dgha Hkh ugha gSA ikSjkf.kd dFkkvksa  vuqlkj 'kkgiqj dk uke ̂^lkxj** gS ijUrq bl  LFkku ij vkfny'kkgh 'kkldksa }kjk fn, x;s uke uqljrckn dk 
mYys[k feyrk gSA

fp= % 'kkgiqj nqxZ  ijdksVs
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11. Belgaum Fort

One of the oldest forts in Karnataka, the Belgaum fort played host to a multitude of dynasties, from the Rattas, the Vijayanagar emperors, Bijapur 
Sultans, Marathas and finally the British. During the freedom movement of India, Mahatma Gandhi was imprisoned here. The Belgaum fort is also an 
embodiment of the legacy of religious tolerance in Belgaum as there are a number of sacred shrines pertaining to different religions. The fort has Hindu, 
Jain and Muslim architectural influence with temples and mosques located within its limits, indicating cultural syncretism. The architectural styles seen 
in the mosques are of the Indo-Saracenic and Deccan type. 

There are two Hindu shrines at the fort entrance - one devoted to Ganesha and another to goddess Durga. There are two Jain temples inside the fort, the 
Kamal Basadi, with the Neminatha idol in black stone is more famous. It was built in the Chalukyan style in 1204 C.E. The other temple called the 
Chikki Basadi is in ruins. It was once considered as a “remarkable piece of Jain architecture”. It had a frontage, which was ornamented with rows of 
dancing figurines, musicians, and trimmed flowers. The fort has two mosques or masjids, namely the Safa Masjid and Jamia Masjid; the former mosque 
is the most frequented by the Muslim population of the city of Belgaum.

Located in an undulating plain land, the fort is of oval shape and is surrounded by a deep and wide moat excavated in soft red stone. It was originally built 
by Jaya Raya, also called Bichi Raja, an ally of the Ratta Dynasty, in 1204 C.E. However Jakub Ali Khan of the Bijapur Sultanate is responsible for 
transforming the fort into an invincible fortress surrounded by a deep moat, huge walls, bastions, battlements and parapets. In 1686, the Mughal 
emperor Aurangzeb defeated the Bijapur Sultanate, and Belgaum came under his control.

Pictures: Jain temple inside the Kamal Basadi (above), view of interior of Safa Masjid (below, left) and detail of pillar of Safa Masjid (below, right).
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11- csyxk¡o nqxZ

csyxk¡o nqxZ dukZVd  lcls iqjkus nqxks± esa ls ,d gS rFkk vusdkusd jktoa'kksa dk iks"kd jgk gSA jÙkk] fot;uxj 'kkld] chtkiqj lqyrku] ejkBk rFkk var esa vaxzstksa us 
;gk¡ 'kklu fd;kA Lora=rk laxzke  le; esa egkRek xakèkh dks ;gk¡ dSn esa j[kk x;kA csyxke nqxZ] èkkfeZd mnkjrk dh èkjksgj dk ,d ewrZ:i gS] ;gk¡ ij fofHkUu èkeks± 

cgqr ls ifo= rhFkZ LFky gSaA nqxZ  okLrqf'kYi esa fgUnw] tSu rFkk eqfLye izHkko gS vkSj eafnj rFkk efLtn nksuksa gh bldh lhek  Hkhrj fLFkr gSa ftuls ;gk¡  
lkaLÑfrd ln~Hkko  ladsr feyrs gSaA efLtnksa okLrqf'kYi 'kSyh esa Hkkjrh; lekxe rFkk nf{k.kh 'kSyh ikbZ tkrh gSA

nqxZ  izos'k}kj ij nks fgUnw iq.; LFky gSa % ,d x.ks'k eafnj rFkk nwljk eafnj nsoh nqxkZ A nqxZ  Hkhrj nks tSu eafnj gS] ftlesa usfeukFk th dh dkys iRFkj 
dh ewfrZ okyk ̂dey clknh* vfèkd izfl) gSA ;g 1204 bZLoh esa pkyqD; 'kSyh ls cuk Fkk rFkk nwljk ̂fpDdh clknh* dgykrk gS tks vc [kaMgj gks x;k gS] fdlh le; 
esa ;g tSu okLrqf'kYi dk lqUnj uewuk FkkA bldk vxzHkkx] NksVh u`R;jr ewfrZ;ksa] laxhrKksa rFkk lekÑr Qwyksa dh iafä;ksa ls lqlfTtr FkkA nqxZ esa nks efLtnsa gSa] ftu  
uke lQk efLtn rFkk tkfe;k efLtn gSa] igyh okyh esa csyxk¡o uxj  eqfLye fuokfl;ksa dk cgqr vkuk&tkuk gSA

,d ygjnkj eSnkuh Hkwfe ij fLFkr ;g nqxZ vaMkdkj gS rFkk eqyk;e yky iRFkj dh [kqnkbZ ls cuh xgjh rFkk pkSM+h [kkbZ ls f?kjk gqvk gSA ewy :i ls ;g t; jk; }kjk 
1204 bZ- esa cuk;k x;k] ftUgsa fcPph jktk Hkh dgrs gSa] og jÙkk jktoa'k fe= FksA dbZ 'krkfCn;ksa rd ml {ks=  'kkldksa }kjk bl  vusd uohuhdj.k gq,A fQj Hkh 
bldks xgjh [kkbZ] Åaph nhokjksa] pkgjnhokjh] x<+ rFkk eqaMsj ls ?ksj dj vts; nqxZ esa :ikarfjr djus dk Js; chtkiqj lYrur  ;kdwc vyh [kku dks feyrk gSA 1686 
bZLoh esa eqxy 'kkld vkSjaxtsc us chtkiqj lYrur dks gjk dj csyxk¡o ij viuk vfèkdkj dj fy;kA

fp= % dey clknh Hkhrj tSu eafnj ¼Åij½] lQk efLtn  Hkhrjh Hkkx dk n`'; ¼uhps½] lQk efLtn LraHk dk C;ksjk ¼uhps] nkfgus½
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12. Bellary Fort

Bellary is a historic city in Bellary district in the state of Karnataka. The Bellary fort is built on top of Ballari Gudda (hill in Kannada) or the Fort Hill. 
The fort is divided as the Upper Fort and the Lower Fort. The Upper Fort is a polygonal walled building on the summit, with only one approach, and has 
no accommodation for a garrison. The Upper Fort consists of a citadel on the summit of the rock at approximately 2000 feet, guarded by three outer 
lines of fortification, one below the other. It contains several cisterns, excavated in the rock. 

The turreted rampart is surrounded by a ditch and covered way. There is only one way up to the fort, which is a winding rocky path amongst the 
boulders. On the top, outside the citadel is a small temple, the remains of some cells and several deep pools of water. Within the citadel are several 
strongly constructed buildings, and an ample water supply from reservoirs constructed in the clefts of the rocks. 

The Lower Fort lies at the eastern base of the rock and measures about half a mile in diameter, and probably had an arsenal and barracks. It consists of a 
surrounding rampart, numerous bastions, faced by a deep ditch and glacis. The entrance to the Lower Fort is via two gates, one each on the western and 
eastern sides. Just outside the eastern gates of the Lower Fort is a temple dedicated to Lord Hanuman - the Kote Anjaneya Temple. 

 The Fort was built round the hill during Vijayanagar times by Hande Hanumappa Nayaka. Hyder Ali, who took possession of the fort from the Hande 
Nayaka family in 1769, got the fort renovated and modified with the help of a French engineer. The Lower Fort was added by Hyder Ali around the 
eastern half of the hill. Legend has it that the unfortunate French engineer was hanged, for overlooking the fact that the neighbouring Kumbara Gudda 
is taller than Ballari Gudda, thus compromising the secrecy and command of the fort. 

Pictures: Entrance of Upper fort (above), Remains of temples inside the fort (below).
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12- csYykjh nqxZ

dukZVd jkT; ds csYykjh ftys esa csYykjh ,d ,sfrgkfld uxj gSA ;g nqxZ csYykjh xqM~Mk ¼dUuM+ esa igkM+h½ vFkok nqxZ igkM+h dh pksVh ij cuk gqvk gSA ;g nks Hkkxksa 
esa foHkkftr gS Åijh nqxZ rFkk fupyk nqxZA Åijh nqxZ ,d cgqHkqth; nhokj ls f?kjk] igkM+h pksVh ij cuk gqvk gSA ftl ij igq¡pus dk oy ,d gh ekxZ gSA ;gk¡ j{kk 
lsuk vFkok ekspkZcanh dk dksbZ LFkku ugha gSA bldk x<+ yxHkx 2000 QhV Åaph igkM+h pksVh ij gS] tks ,d Åij ,d] rhu Js.kh dh nqxZcanh ls lqjf{kr gSA blesa 
pêku dh [kqnkbZ dj  vusd tykèkkj Hkh cus gq, gSaA

daxwjsnkj ijdksVs <dh gqbZ [kkbZ  ekxZ ls f?kjs gq, gSaA nqxZ rd igq¡pus okyk oy ,d gh ekxZ gS] tks ?kqekonkj igkM+h ij iRFkjksa ds chp ls gksrk gqvk tkrk gSA lcls 
Åij x<+ ckgj ,d NksVk eafnj gS] dqN dks"Bksa vo'ks"k rFkk vusd xgjs tyk'k; gSaA x<+ Hkhrj vusd lqn`<+ Hkou rFkk foHkkftr pêku  [kaM rkyq ls cus 
vusd tyk'k; gSaA

uhps okyk nqxZ pêku  iwohZ ry ij vkèks ehy  O;kl okys ?ksjs esa cuk gqvk gSA laHkor% ;g 'kL=kxkj rFkk lsuk fuokl fy, mi;ksx fd;k tkrk FkkA ;g ijdksVksa 
ls f?kjk gqvk gS rFkk blesa vusd Nkofu;ka gSa vkSj lkeus [kkbZ rFkk fgeunh gSA blesa nks izos'kekxZ }kj gSa] iwohZ rFkk if'peh Nksj ijA fupys nqxZ iwohZ }kj ij ̂dksV 
vkatus;* guqeku eafnj gSA

igkM+h dks ?ksjrk gqvk nqxZ] fot;uxj  le; esa gkaMs guqeIik uk;d }kjk cuk;k x;k FkkA 1769 bZ- esa gSnj vyh us bls gkaMs uk;d ifjokj ls ysdj nqxZ dks vius 
vfèkdkj esa dj fy;k rFkk ,d Ýkalhlh vfHk;Urk dh lgk;rk ls nqxZ dk uohuhdj.k o lqèkkj dk;Z fd;kA igkM+h  iwohZ fdukjksa dks ?ksjrs gq, fupyk nqxZ] gSnj vyh 
}kjk cuok;k x;k FkkA ,d nardFkk vuqlkj] vHkkxs Ýkalhlh vfHk;Urk dks Qkalh dh ltk feyh] D;ksafd mlus bl rF; dks vuns[kk dj fn;k fd iM+kslh dqackj 
xqM~Mk csYykjh xqM~Mk ls Åaph igkM+h gS ftlls nqxZ dh Js"Brk vkSj xksiuh;rk tSls xq.kksa ij izHkko iM+rk gS ijUrq muls le>kSrk djuk iM+kA

fp= % Åijh nqxZ dk izos'k ¼Åij½] nqxZ  Hkhrj eafnj  ¼uhps½
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13. Bengaluru Fort

Bengaluru fort is located on the Deccan Plateau in the south-eastern part of Karnataka. The fort at  had a perimeter of about one mile; it was of 
solid masonry, surrounded by a wide ditch which was commanded from 26 towers placed at intervals along the ramparts. To its north lay the fortified 
town, several miles in circumference and protected by a rampart constituting of a deep belt of thorn and cactus, and a small ditch. 

Bengaluru fort was originally built as a mud fort in 1537 by Kempe Gowda a feudatory of the Vijayanagar empire and the founder of Bengaluru. 

After the fall of the Vijayanagara empire, Bengaluru's rule changed hands several times. In 1638, a large Bijapur army led by Ranadulla Khan and 
accompanied by Shahji Bhonsle defeated Kempe Gowda III and Bengaluru was given to him as a jagir. Later on, Bengaluru was sold to Chikkadevaraja 
Wodeyar (1673–1704) of Mysuru for 3,00,000 rupees. In 1759, Hyder Ali, Commander-in-Chief of the Mysuru Army, proclaimed himself the de facto 
ruler of Mysuru. He converted the fort into a stone fort in 1761. It was here that Hyder Ali imprisoned David Baird, along with a number of other army 
officers of the British. The fort stands as a witness to the struggle of the Mysuru Emperor against the British domination.

The kingdom later passed to Hyder Ali's son Tipu Sultan, known as the Tiger of Mysore. Bengaluru Fort was a stronghold of Tipu Sultan. He later 
extended the fort and it came to be known as the Tipu Sultan Fort. The intricately carved arches of the fort have been built as per the Islamic style. 
Another major attraction of the fort is also the well-preserved Ganapati temple situated inside it.

Pictures: Inside view of Bengaluru fort  (above), Main Entrance of Bengaluru fort (below, left) and detail of motifs on Main Entrance  (below, right).

Bengaluru
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13- caxyq# nqxZ

caxyq# nqxZ dukZVd  nf{k.kh iwohZ Hkkx  nf{k.kh iBkj ij fLFkr gSA nqxZ dh ifjfèk yxHkx ,d ehy gS] ;g Bksl jktxhjh  dke ls cuk gqvk vkSj pkSM+h [kkbZ ls 
f?kjk gqvk gSA ijdksVksa  chp esa cus 26 cqtZ nqxZ dks izHkko'kkyh cukrs gSaA bl  mÙkj esa nqxhZÑr 'kgj fLFkr gS] ftldk dbZ ehy dk ?ksjk gS rFkk DVl bR;kfn dh 
iêh ls cus ,d ijdksVs vkSj ,d NksVh [kkbZ }kjk lqjf{kr gSSA

caxyq# nqxZ ewy:i ls ,d feV~Vh ds nqxZ tSlk 1537 bZ- esa fot;uxj lkezkT; rFkk caxyq#  laLFkkid ixkSM+k us cuok;k FkkA

fot;uxj lkezkT;  iru  ckn ;gk¡ ds 'kkld le;&le; ij cnyrs jgsA 1638 bZ- esa jkuknqYyk[kku us chtkiqj dh cM+h lh lsuk dk usr`Ro fd;k vkSj 'kkg th 
Hkksalys  lkFk fey dj ixkSM+k & r`rh; dks gjk fn;kA ftl  ckn caxyq# mldks tkxhj  :i esa ns nh x;hA ckn esa caxyq# eSlwj  fpDdnsojktk okfM;kj 
¼1673&1704 bZ-½ dks 3]00]000 #i;s esa csp fn;k x;kA 1759 bZ- esa eSlwj dh lsuk  izèkku lsukifr gSnj vyh us Lo;a dks eSlw# dk okLrfod 'kkld ?kksf"kr dj fn;kA 
1761 bZ- esa gSnj vyh us nqxZ dks iRFkj A blh nqxZ esa MsfoM csvMZ rFkk vusd vaxzst lsuk vfèkdkfj;ksa dks gSnj vyh us dSn esa j[kk FkkA 
fczfV'k 'kklu  fo#) eSlw# 'kkld  la?k"kZ dk lk{kh gS ;g nqxZA

gSnj vyh  ckn eSlwj dk jkT; ml csVs Vhiw lqYrku dks feyk ftls ̂eSlwj dk 'ksj* dgk tkrk gSA caxyq# nqxZ] Vhiw lqYrku dk x<+ FkkA mlus nqxZ dks vkSj c<+k;k 
vkSj ;g Vhiw lqYrku nqxZ uke ls tkuk x;kA ckjhd uDdk'khnkj esgjkc] eqfLye 'kSyh esa cus FksA bl nqxZ dk nwljk vkd"kZ.k bl Hkhrj fLFkr vPNh rjg lajf{kr 
x.kifr eafnj Hkh gSA

fp= % caxyq# nqxZ dk Hkhrjh n`'; ¼Åij½] caxyq# nqxZ dk eq[; izos'k ¼uhps] ck,¡½] eq[; izos'k ij vfHkizk;ksa dk C;ksjk ¼uhps] nk,¡½

d¢ d¢ d¢
d¢ d¢ d¢

d¢ d¢a

d¢ d¢
d¢ d¢a d¢ d¢ d¢

d¢
d¢ nqxZ d¢ :Ik esa cny fn;k

d¢ d¢

d¢ d¢ 
d¢ 





14. Chitradurga Fort

Chitradurga fort is situated in the Chitradurga district of Karnataka. It is located approximately120 kms from Hampi, and 200 kms from 
Bengaluru. Chitradurga is formed of two words in the Kannada language: 'chitra' means “picture” and 'durga' means “fort”. It is locally known as 
'Yelusuttina Kote' or “Seven circles fort”. The Chinmuladri range constituting of seven hills is enclosed by a series of seven concentric fortification 
walls which is the Chitradurga fort. Each wall has a gate with an ascending access through winding, and turning narrow corridors which would make it 
difficult to use elephants for attacking the fort or to break down the gates. Small embrasures in the fort walls were provided for use by archers to shoot 
arrows at the enemy. Four gates were provided in the outer most walls. The four gates (called 'Bagilu' in Kannada) are called Rangayyana Bagilu, the 
second one called Siddayyana Bagilu, third one is called the Ucchangi Bagilu and fourth one is named Lalkote Bagilu. 

The area covered by the fort is reported to be 1,500 acres. The total length of the fort walls is about 8 kms. The impregnable fortification for defence 
purposes consisted of gateways, posterior entrances, water tanks and watch towers to guard and keep vigil on the enemy incursions. The storage ware-
houses, pits and reservoirs were primarily designed to ensure food, water and military supplies required to endure a long siege. Uniquely, all these 
facilities are still well conserved. Initially, it was built in mud but was subsequently strengthened in stretches with granite stone slabs in the 18th century  
C.E. An outstanding feature noticed in several stretches of the fort walls is that no cementing material has been used in joining the large granite cubes 
that have been neatly sized, cut, trimmed and placed in position. 

The fort was built in stages between the 10th and 18th centuries by the dynastic rulers of the region, including the Rashtrakutas, Chalukyas and 
Hoysalas. However, the Nayakas of Chitradurga, or Palegar Nayakas, were solely responsible for the expansion of the fort as the dynastic reign of the 
Nayakas lasted for over 200 years. The Chitradurga fort was their stronghold and the very heart of their province until Madakari Nayaka V, its last ruler 
was defeated by Hyder Ali of Mysore Kingdom. The fort thus stands as a tribute to the Nayakas who ruled this part of Karnataka.

Pictures: Main Entrance of Chitradurga fort  (above, left), Ramparts of Chitradurga fort (above, right), Palace Complex (below, left) and Akka 
Tangiyarra Houda  (below, right).
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14- fp=nqxZ dk nqxZ

;g nqxZ dukZVd  fp=nqxZ ftys esa fLFkr gSA gEih ls yxHkx 120 fd-eh- nwjh rFkk caxyq# ls yxHkx 200 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij gSA ̂ fp=nqxZ* 'kCn dUuM+ Hkk"kk  nks 
'kCnksa ls cuk gS] ̂fp=* rFkk ̂nqxZ*A bldk LFkkuh; uke ̂;syqlqfÙkuk dksVs* vFkkZr~ ̂lkr pØ nqxZ* gSA ̂fpuewykfnz* igkM+h Ük`a[kyk ls f?kjh lkr le Unzh; nhokjsa bl nqxZ 
dk nqxhZdj.k djrh gSaA izR;sd nhokj esa ,d }kj gS ftl  lkFk ,d lfiZy ladjk Åij tkrk gqvk xfy;kjk gS ftlls gkfFk;ksa }kjk geyk dj  }kj rksM+uk vR;ar 
dfBu gks tkrk FkkA nqxZ dh nhokjksa esa NksVs >jks[ks cus gq, gSa ftuesa ls rhjankt nq'eu ij rhj pyk l A ckgjh nhokj esa pkj }kj cus FksA dUuM+ Hkk"kk esa bUgsa ckfxyw 
dgrs gSa] ;s pkj }kj&jax¸;uk ckfxyw] flí¸;uk ckfxyw] mPpaxh ckfxyw rFkk ykydksVs ckfxyw gSaA

dFkkuqlkj bl nqxZ dk {ks=Qy 1500 ,dM+ gSA nqxZ dh dqy nhokj yxHkx 8 fd-eh- yEch gSA bl  vts; nqxhZdj.k esa lqj{kk  fy, blesa }kjekxZ] pksj njokts] ikuh 
dh Vafd;ka rFkk ?kqliSfB;ksa dh igjsnkjh fy, cus i;Zos{k.k cqtZ bR;kfn gSaA lkeku j[kus  fy, xksnke [knku rFkk HkaMkj x`g] izkFkfed rkSj ij [kkuk] ikuh rFkk 
'kL= vkiwfrZ  fy, cuk;s x;s Fks] ftlls nq'euksa dh ?ksjkcanh ds le; yEcs dky rd vko';d oLrqvksa dh vkiwfrZ gksrh jgsA foy{k.k :i ls] ;s lHkh lqfoèkk,a vkt Hkh 
lqjf{kr gSaA vkjaHk esa ;s LFkku feêh ds cuk;s x;s Fks ijUrq ckn esa 18oha 'krkCnh bZ- esa FkksM+k&FkksM+k dj  bUgsa xzsukbV dh f'kyk ifê;ksa ls iq[rk fd;k x;kA nqxZ  dbZ 
Hkkxksa esa ,d vlkèkkj.k fo'ks"krk ns[kh tk ldrh gSA cM+s&cM+s xzsukbV ds f'kyk[kaMksa dks tksM+us  fy, dgha Hkh lhesaV xkjk bR;kfn tksM+us okys feJ.k dk iz;ksx ugha 
fd;k x;k vfirq bUgsa uki dj] dkV Nk¡V dj  vkil esa ,d nwljs  lkFk tek dj j[kk x;k gSA

;g nqxZ 10oha ls 18oha 'krkCnh chp dbZ pj.kksa esa] bl {ks=  jktoa'kksa }kjk cuk;k x;k ftlesa jk"VªdwV] pkyqD; rFkk gks;ly Hkh 'kkfey gSa ijUrq oy fp=nqxZ  
uk;d vFkok ikysdj uk;d] nqxZ ds foLrkj  mÙkjnk;h gSa D;ksafd uk;d jktoa'k dk 'kklu 200 lky ls vfèkd jgkA endjh uk;d iape  'kklu rd fp=nqxZ  
nqxZ  uk;dksa dk x<+ rFkk ml izkUr dh tku jgk] budk vafre 'kkld eSlwj  gSnj vyh }kjk ijkftr gqvkA ;g nqxZ] dukZVd  bl Hkkx ds 'kklu esa uk;d 
jktoa'k  fy, ,d J)katfy gSA

fp= % fp=nqxZ  nqxZ dk eq[; izos'k ¼Åij] ck,¡½] fp=nqxZ  nqxZ ijdksVs ¼Åij] nk,¡½] egy ifjlj ¼uhps] ck,¡½] vDdk rafx;jkZ gkSnk ¼uhps] nk,¡½
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15. Seringapatam Fort

The ancient fortress city of Seringapatam (now called Srirangapatna or Srirangapatnam) was located on an island in the Cauvery river approximately 
15 kms from Mysuru and approximately 120 kms from Bengaluru. The island fort has an attractive walled courtyard with reliefs of serpents beneath 
banyan trees leading to the Water Gate. Tipu's summer palace is just outside the east side of the fort, a confection of red and white vertically striped walls 
in a garden. Its wall paintings, depicting Colonel Baillie's defeat at the hands of Haider Ali, were restored by Wellesley and later repainted on the orders 
of Lord Dalhousie. He also gave the double doors, rosewood inlaid with ivory, for the mausoleum of Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan, which stands in the 
Lalbagh further east. The memorial of Colonel Baillie, who died a prisoner, is nearby.

It was the capital for the Muslim rulers of the kingdom of Mysore, Haidar Ali (1722 – 1782) and his son, Tipu Sultan (1753 –1799). The name is derived 
from the ancient Hindu temple of Sri Ranganatha Swami (the Hindu god Vishnu), which is located at the western end of the island. The city became the 
site of two of the most famous sieges of the Anglo-Mysore Wars (in 1792 and 1799).

The Siege of Seringapatam (5 April – 4 May 1799) was the final confrontation of the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War between the British East India Company 
and the Kingdom of Mysuru. The British achieved a decisive victory after breaching the walls of the fortress at Seringapatam and storming the citadel. 
Tipu Sultan, Mysuru's ruler, was killed in the action. The British restored the Wodeyar dynasty to the throne after the victory, but retained indirect 
control of the kingdom.

Pictures:  Entrance of Seringapatam fort (above, left), Place where Tipu’s body was found (above, right), Inside view of Colonel Baillie’s Dungeon 
(below, left) and Memorial Tower (below, right).
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15- lsfjaxiVe nqxZ

izkphu nqxZuxj lsfjaxiVe ¼vkt dk JhjaxiVu vFkok JhjaxiVue½ eSlw# ls yxHkx 15 fd-eh- rFkk caxyq# ls yxHkx 120 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij dkosjh unh ,d }hi 
ij fLFkr gSA }hi nqxZ Hkhrj ,d vkd"kZd nhokj ls f?kjk gqvk vk¡xu gS ftlesa ty}kj dh vksj ekxZ cukrs gq, cjxn ds isM+ksa ds uhps mHkjh gqbZ uDdk'kh ds cus lk¡iksa 
 fp= gSaA nqxZ iwohZ Hkkx esa 'kgj dh vksj Vhiw dk xzh"edkyhu egy gS] ftl  ckx esa cM+h lqUnj dkjhxjh dh yky vkSj lQsn [kM+h èkkfj;ksa ds feJ.k okyh nhokjsa 

gSaA bu nhokjksa ij gSnj vyh }kjk duZy dh ijkt;  n`';ksa  fp= cus Fks] ftUgsa ckn esa ykMZ MygkSth  vkns'k ij osyslyh }kjk nksckjk fp=dkjh dh x;hA mUgksaus 
gSnj vyh vkSj Vhiw lqYrku ds edcjksa  fy,] tks ykyckx ls vkxs iwoZ fn'kk esa gSa] gkFkh nkar ls tqM+s 'kh'ke  nksgjs njokts Hkh yxok,A duZy cSyh] tks fd dSn esa gh 
ej x;s Fks] dk Lekjd Hkh ikl esa gh gSA

;g eqfLye 'kkldksa& gSnj vyh ¼1722&1782 bZ-½ rFkk Vhiw lqYrku ¼1753&1799 bZ-½ dh jktèkkuh FkhA Jh jaxukFk Lokeh ¼Hkxoku fo".kq½ fgUnw eafnj  uke ij 
bldk uke j[kk x;k Fkk rFkk ;g }hi  if'peh fdukjs ij fLFkr gSA ;g uxj nks lcls izfl) ;q) ?ksjkcanh] vkaXy&eSlwj ;q) ¼1792 rFkk 1799 bZ-½ dk ?kVukLFky 
cukA

vaxzsth bZLV bafM;k daiuh rFkk eSlw# jkT;  chp pkSFks vkaXy&eSlwj ;q) esa lsfjaxiVe dk ?ksjko ¼5 vizSy&4 ebZ] 1799½ vafre vkeuk&lkeuk FkkA lsfjaxiVe nqxZ dh 
nhokj Hksn dj rFkk x<+ ij geyk dj vaxzstksa us fu.kkZ;d thr izkIr dhA eSlw# dk 'kkld Vhiw lqYrku ;q) djrs gq, ekjk x;kA thr ckn vaxzstksa us iqu% jktxíh 
okfM;kj jktoa'k dks ns nh ijUrq vizR;{k :i ls jkT; ij viuk vfèkdkj cuk;s j[kkA

fp= % lfs jxa iVe nxq  Z dk ioz 's k ¼Åij] ck,½¡ ] txg] tgk ¡ Vhi w dk 'kjhj ik;k x;k ¼Åij] nk,½¡ ] duyZ  cyS h  rg[kku s dk vkra fjd n'̀; ¼uhp]s  ck,½¡ ] Lekjd LrHa k ¼uhp]s  nk,½¡
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16. Mudgal Fort

Mudgal fort is situated in the Raichur district of Karnataka. Mudgal has strong fortifications of stone walls and strong circular bastions of irregular 
shape. It has a double wall fortification. The first entrance has strong wooden gate with long projecting iron spikes. At the outer gateway column, there 
are four hooked iron chains. Originally they were longer, they were probably meant to tie across the gateway for protection. The second gate is entered 
through horn-shaped arrangement and has guard rooms on either side. The battlements are strong with machicolation. 

The outer fort has a wide moat, which is filled with water. The width of the moat varies, being as much as 50 yards at several places. Behind the moat, 
there is a scarp with a row of bastions and after that, a narrow covered passage and adjoining it the counter scarp with very massive bastions. From the 
arrangement of the existing fort, it is apparent that the fort was rebuilt after the inventions of guns. The courses of masonry at several places are of Hindu 
style, but the arch-shaped parapet is of Muslim design. The moat and the row of bastions together offer a pleasing view.

Mudgal was originally an outpost of the Kakatiya kingdom. It passed hands from the Yadavas to the Delhi Sultans, Vijayanagar and the Bahamani 
kingdom. When Adil Shahi kingdom was established, the fort was part of the kingdom. The Adil Shahs rebuilt it and strengthened the defences of the 
fort. Several inscriptions at Mudgal fort belong to Bijapur rulers like Ali Adil Shah I (1558-80) and Ibrahim Adil Shah II (1580-1627).

Pictures:  Ramparts of  Mudgal fort (above) and merlons in the walls of Mudgal fort (below).
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16- eqn~xy nqxZ

eqn~xy nqxZ dukZVd  jk;pwj ftys esa fLFkr gSA bl nqxZ nqxhZdj.k dks vfèkd lcy cukus  fy, blesa iRFkj dh nhokjsa rFkk etcwr xksykdkj vleku vkdkj dh 
Nkofu;ka cuh gqbZ gSaA blesa nksgjh nhokj dk nqxhZdj.k gSA igys izos'kekxZ esa iq[rk ydM+h dk njoktk gS ftlesa yEch] ckgj fudyh gqbZ yksgs dh dhysa tM+h gqbZ gSaA 
ckgjh izos'kekxZ  [kEcs ij pkj yksgs dh tathjsa xM+h gqbZ gSA ewy :i ls ;s tathjsa yEch Fkha rFkk ,d fljs ls nwljs fljs rd njoktksa ij ck¡èk dj lqj{kk djus dke 
vkrh FkhaA nwljs }kj rd igq¡pus dk jkLrk ,d lhax vkdkj dh O;oLFkk gS ftlesa nksuksa vksj izgjh d{k gSaA ekspkZcanh  fy, pkjnhokjh gS] ftlesa Nsn cus gq, gSaA

ckgjh nqxZ dks ,d ikuh ls Hkjh pkSM+h [kkbZ us ?ksjk gqvk gSA [kkbZ dh pkSM+kbZ fHkUu&fHkUu gS] dbZ LFkkuksa ij 50 xt rd pkSM+h gSA [kkbZ ds ihNs dh dxkj ij ,d Nkofu;ksa 
dh Ük`a[kyk gS ml  ckn ,d l¡djk <dk gqvk jkLrk gS] ftlls tqM+h nwljs fdukjs dh dxkj gS] ftl ij ;g fo'kky x<+ cuk gqvk gSA orZeku nqxZ dh O;oLFkk ns[krs gq, 
yxrk gS fd canwdksa] rksiksa dh [kkst ckn bls nksckjk cuok;k x;k FkkA vusd LFkkuksa ij fganw 'kSyh esa jktxhjh  dke gSa] ijUrq rksj.k vkdkj dh eqaMsj eqfLye 
i)fr ls cuh gqbZ gSA [kkbZ rFkk Nkofu;ksa dh Ük`a[kyk fey dj ,d vPNk n`'; izLrqr djrs gSaA

ewy:i esa eqn~xy dkdrh; jkT; dh ,d lhekUr cLrh FkhA ;g ;knoksa vfèkdkj ls fnYyh lqYrkuh vfèkdkj] fot;uxj vkSj fQj cgeuh jkT; vfèkdkj esa 
vkbZA vkfny'kkgh jkT; dh Lfkkiuk  le; nqxZ bl jkT; dk Hkkx FkkA vkfny'kkg us bls fQj cuokdj bldh lqj{kk lcy cukbZA eqn~xy nqxZ vusd f'kykys[k 
chtkiqj 'kkldksa tSls vyh vkfny'kkg çFke ¼1558&80 bZ-½ rFkk bczkghe vkfny'kkg f}rh; ¼1580&1627 bZ-½ ls lacafèkr gSaA

fp= % eqn~xy nqxZ  ijdksVs ¼Åij½] eqn~xy nqxZ dh nhokjksa esa daxwjs ¼uhps½
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17. Jamalabad Fort

Jamalabad fort, located 8 kms north of Beltangadi town, ( 65 kms from Mangaluru) is 1788 ft above sea level and was formerly called 
Narasimha Ghada, which refers to the granite hill on which the fort is built. It is also referred to locally as 'Jamalagadda'.

The fort is inaccessible other than via a narrow path, with nearly 1876 steps to the fort that are cut out of the granite hill and lead all the way to the top 
through the fort to the summit. 

Inside the citadel there is only one tank to store water and the remains of  a single cannon on the hillock. Nothing much of the fort remains except hints of 
the fort wall with parapets. The fort was built by Tipu Sultan in 1794 and named after his mother, Jamalabee. The fort is said to have been built over the 
ruins of an older structure. The fort was captured by the British in 1799 during the Fourth Anglo-Mysore war. 

Pictures:  A distant view of Jamalabad fort (above) and entrance of Jamalabad fort (below).
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17- tekykckn nqxZ

tekykckn nqxZ csYrkux<+h uxj  mÙkj esa 8 fd-eh- dh nwjh ¼eaxyq# ls yxHkx 65 fd-eh-½ ,oa leqnz ry ls 1788 QhV dh ÅapkbZ ij fLFkr gSA
 igys ujflagx<+ dgrs FksA LFkkuh; yksx bls ̂teky xM~Mk* Hkh dgrs gSaA

nqxZ rd igq¡pus  fy, oy ,d gh l¡djk ekxZ gS] tks mlh xzsukbV igkM+h esa ls yxHkx 1876 lhf<+;ka dkV dj cuk gS] ftl ij ;g nqxZ fLFkr gS] vkSj ;g ekxZ lhèkk 
igkM+h pksVh vFkkZr~ nqxZ rd igqapkrk gSA bl ekxZ  fcuk nqxZ rd igqapuk vlaHko gSA

x<+  Hkhrj ikuh ,d= djus dh ,d Vadh rFkk ,d NksVh lh igkM+h ij j[kh ,d rksi  cps gq, Hkkx gSaA nqxZ dh nhokj rFkk eqaMsjksa  dqN l r feyrs gSa blls 
vfèkd dqN cpk ugha gSA ;g nqxZ Vhiw lqYrku }kjk 1794 bZ- esa cuok;k x;k Fkk vkSj mldk uke mldh ek¡] tekykch  uke ij j[kk x;k FkkA ;g nqxZ iqjkus nqxZ  
[kaMgjksa ij gh cuok;k x;k gSA pkSFks vkaXy& eSlwj ;q) le; 1799 bZ- esa vaxzstksa us nqxZ ij viuk vfèkdkj dj fy;k FkkA

fp= % tekykckn nqxZ dk nwjorÊ n`'; ¼Åij½] tekykckn nqxZ dk izos'k ¼uhps½
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18. Devanahalli Fort 

Devanahalli fort is located 35 kms north of Bengaluru city, in Karnataka. The present fort was built of stone by Hyder Ali and Tipu 
Sultan. It is spread over an area of 20 acres. The roughly oval east oriented fortification veneered with dressed masonry has as many as 12 semi-circular 
bastions at regular intervals. A spacious battlement is provided towards the inner side of the fortification. The fort has entrances decorated with cut 
plasterwork at the east and west. The entrances are quite small, comfortable enough for the horses of yore. The bastions are provided with gun points 
built with lime and brick. The house in which Tipu and Hyder Ali lived also exists till date. The house of Dewan Purnaiah, a high ranking official in 
Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan's court, is also located inside the fort. 

It was originally built in 1501 by Mallabairegowda, and it remained in the hands of his descendants until the mid–eighteenth century. In 1749, the then 
Dalwai of Mysuru, Nanjarajaiah, attacked the fort and occupied it.

Later, the fort passed into the hands of Hyder Ali and subsequently Tipu Sultan. In 1791, Lord Cornwallis laid siege to the fort and took its possession 
during the Anglo-Mysore War.

Pictures:  A view of outer wall of Devanahalli fort (above, left), birth place of Tipu Sultan (above, right) and inside view of remains of Devanahalli   fort 
(below).
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18- nsougYyh nqxZ

nsougYyh nqxZ dukZVd esa caxyq# uxj  mÙkj esa yxHkx 35 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij fLFkr gSA orZeku nqxZ gSnj vyh rFkk Vhiw lqYrku }kjk iRFkj dk cuok;k x;k FkkA 
;g 20 ,dM+ {ks= esa QSyk gqvk gS] yxHkx vaMkdkj gS rFkk iwohZ fn'kk dh vksj fuèkkZfjr gSA bl nqxhZdj.k  fy, 12 vèkZ xksykdkj x<+] leku nwjh ij cus gq, gSa] ftu 
ij jktxhjh dh ltkoVh ijr cuh gqbZ gSA nqxhZdj.k  Hkhrjh Hkkx esa ekspkZcanh  fy, cM+h pkjnhokjh cuh gqbZ gSA nqxZ esa iwoZ rFkk if'pe esa izos'k ekxZ gSa ftu ij 
lqanj dVs gq, IykLVj dk dke gSA izos'k ekxZ ladjs vkSj NksVs Fks fd ml le; ?kksM+ksa dh vkoktkgh  x<+ esa pwus vkSj b±Vksa  cus LFkku Fks 
ftu ij rksisa j[kh tk l aA og ?kj ftlesa Vhiw vkSj gSnj vyh jgrs Fks] vkt rd cuk gqvk gSA Vhiw lqYrku vkSj gSnj vyh  njckj ,d cM+s vfèkdkjh nhoku 
iw.kZ¸;k dk ?kj Hkh nqxZ ds vUnj fLFkr gSA

;g ewy :i ls eYykcSjsxkSM+k }kjk 1501 bZ- esa cuk;k x;k Fkk rFkk 18oha 'krkCnh  eè; rd mlh ds oa'ktksa  vfèkdkj esa jgkA 1749 bZ- esa rRdkyhu eSlwj  nyokbZ] 
uatjktS;k us geyk djds vius vfèkdkj esa dj fy;kA

ckn esa ;g nqxZ gSnj vyh vkSj ml  ckn Vhiw lqYrku ds vfèkdkj esa vk;kA 1791 bZ- esa ykMZ dkuZokfyl us vkaXy & eSlwj ;q) le; nqxZ ij p<+kbZ dj viuk 
vfèkdkj LFkkfir fd;kA

fp= % nos ugYyh nxq  Z dh ckgjh nhokj dk ,d n'̀; ¼Åij] ck,½¡ ] Vhi w lYq rku dk tUe LFkku ¼Åij] nk,½¡ ] nos ugYyh nxq  Z  'k"s k fgLl s dk vkra fjd n'̀; ¼uhp½s

d¢
d¢ d¢

d¢ d¢
d¢ d¢ fy, lqfo/kktud jgs gksaA d¢

d¢ d¢ d¢ 

d¢ d¢ d¢

d¢ d¢ 

d¢

lkaLÑfrd lzksr ,oa çf'k{k.k osQUæ Centre for Cultural Resources and Training

dukZVd  nqxZd¢





Forts of Karnataka

19. Mirjan Fort

Mirjan Fort is built using Islamic and Portuguese technology making it one of the strongest and biggest forts in North Kannada district of Karnataka. 
Situated on the west coast of Karnataka, it was a well-known port frequented by the Roman merchants between 1st and 3rd centuries C.E. mentioned by 
Pliny, 77 C.E. and Periplus, 247 C.E. This port town played a dominant role in the maritime trade for items like black pepper, cinnamon and Arabian 
horses. However, it was only in 17th century that Shareef-ul-Mulk (1608-1640), a feudatory of the Adil Shahi Sultan of Bijapur, got this fort 
constructed. After the fall of Vijayanagar empire this fort successively went into the hands of the Bahamani Sultans, Adil Shahis of Bijapur, a small 
ruling family of Uttara Kannada region, the Portuguese, Hyder and Tipu and finally the British.

The fort is spread over an elevated mound with an area of 11.8 acres. Built out of laterite blocks, it has four entrances and is surrounded by a moat to 
which water is continuously supplied by the nearby stream Kudurehalla. There are eleven circular bastions all around with series of merlons and gun 
holes above the walls. Within the forts are structures and other remains, one such structure appears to have housed the administrative offices. There is 
also a chamber which was possibly used for storing explosives. There are underground passages and about 2 wells with stone lining dug inside of the 
fort. Because of its long historical importance, Mirjan fort has been declared as a protected monument by the Archaeological Survey of India.

Pictures:  Wide view of Mirjan fort (above), Ramparts of Mirjan fort (below).

19- fetZu nqxZ

fetZu nqxZ eqfLye rFkk iqrZxkyh rduhdh ls cuk;k x;k ftlls og dukZVd  mÙkjh dUuM+ ftys  lcls etcwr vkSj cM+s nqxks± esa ls ,d gSA ;g dukZVd  
if'peh rV ij fLFkr Fkk rFkk izfl) canjxkg FkkA fIyuh] 77 bZ- rFkk isfjIyl 247 bZ-  o.kZukuqlkj ;gk¡ jkseu O;kikjh igyh rFkk rhljh 'krkCnh  chp 
le;&le; ij vkrs jgsA dkyh fepZ] nkyphuh rFkk vjch ?kksM+ksa bR;kfn leqnzh O;kikj esa bl canjxkg uxj dh izeq[k Hkwfedk jghA chtkiqj  vkfny'kkgh 
lqYrku  ,d tkxhjnkj 'kjhQ&my&eqYd ¼1608&1640 bZ-½ us 17oha 'krkCnh esa bl nqxZ dks cuok;k FkkA fot;uxj lkezkT;  iru ckn ;g iwjh rjg ls 
chtkiqj cgeuh lqYrku vkfny'kkfg;ksa vfèkdkj esa gks x;k tks mÙkj dUuM+ {ks= dk NksVk lk 'kkld ifjokj FkkA bl  ckn iqrZxkyh] gSnj vyh] Vhiw rFkk var 
esa vaxzstksa us bl ij viuk vfèkdkj fd;kA

;g nqxZ ,d Å¡ps Vhys ij 11-8 ,dM+  {ks= esa QSyk gqvk gSA ;g ysVjkbV  yky pêkuh iRFkj ls cuk gqvk gSA bl  pkj izos'kekxZ gSa] ;g ,d [kkbZ ls f?kjk gqvk gS 
ftlesa ikl >jus dqnzsgYyk ls yxkrkj ikuh igq¡pk;k tkrk gSA ;gk¡ X;kjg xksy Nrfj;ka gSa ftudh nhokj ij daxwjs vkSj cUnwd  fy, Nsn cus gq, gSa] ;g nqxZ dks 
?ksjs gq, gSA nqxZ  Hkhrj lajpuk,a rFkk vU; [kaMgj gSaA ,slh gh ,d lajpuk iz'kklfud dk;kZy; izrhr gksrh gSA ,d dks"B laHkor% ck:n bR;kfn j[kus dke vkrk 
FkkA ;gk¡  Hkwfexr jkLrs rFkk yxHkx 2 dq,¡ nqxZ esa gSa] ftuesa iRFkj dh ijr cuh gqbZ gSA bl yEcs ,sfrgkfld egÙo  dkj.k bl nqxZ dks Hkkjrh; iqjkrÙo 
losZ{k.k us lajf{kr Lekjd ?kksf"kr fd;k gSA

fp= % fetZu nqxZ dk c`gÙkj n`'; ¼Åij½ o >aMk Qgjkus dk mPp LFkku ¼uhps½
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20. Wagangera Fort 

Wagangera was a place of historical importance in Shorapur taluk during 16th-18th century.  It finds its place in the pages of Indian history for the battle which took 
place between the Raja of Shorapur and Emperor Aurangzeb. Wagangera contains the ruins of a well constructed fort which at the time of the Raja was considered to be 
invincible. It lies 7 kms to the west of Shorapur town and 12 kms to the north of the river Krishna. The fort known as Padukote is to the west of the village and fort known 
as Hosakila is to the east. Between these two forts there is a large reservoir known as Anesondikeri which serves as a moat to the fort. 

The fort is rectangular in plan and measures 350 m by 240 m. It has two distinct courts, upper court on the east and lower court on the west. The main approach to the fort 
is on the east with a large number of structures. The upper court occupies the elevated area that serves as a citadel. The fort wall is built with dressed granite blocks and is 
plastered on both sides. The wall measures 4 m to 5 m in height and 1.5 m in thickness. 

The fort wall can be divided into total 9 bastions and two gates. North and south wall divides the fort into two courts and it has a gate in the middle. The fort has three 
gates one each on the eastern, western and southern walls. These gateways are similar on plan and consist of arched openings, a semi circular bastion on sides, a barbican 
court and raised platforms flanking the passage. The wall is built with the blocks having floral and geometrical decorations and also has fragments of pillars and capital 
blocks etc of Hindu temples.

A mosque is located to the west of the Ram Darwaza. It is rectangular in plan and measures 24 m by 13 m. It has a prayer hall and an open court and the rectangular open 
court is surrounded by 70 cm thick and 1 m high wall. It has entrances on the eastern and southern sides. Both the exterior and interior walls are plastered. Two graves are 
situated in open court.

Pictures:  A distant view of  Wagangera  fort (above) and Ruins of well inside Wagangera fort (below).

20- okx.xsj nqxZ

okx.xsj] 'kksjkiqj rkyqd esa] 16oha&18oha 'krkCnh dk ,d ,sfrgkfld egÙo dk LFkku gSA Hkkjrh; bfrgkl  i`"Bksa esa bldk LFkku 'kksjkiqj  jktk vkSj lezkV vkSjaxtsc chp gq, ;q) 
lUnHkZ esa vkrk gSA okx.usj esa ,d vPNs cus gq, nqxZ [kaMgj gSa tks fd jktk  le; vts; ekuk tkrk FkkA ;g 'kksjkiqj uxj  if'pe esa 7 fd-eh- rFkk Ñ".kk unh  mÙkj esa 12 fd-eh- 
dh nwjh ij fLFkr gSA xk¡o if'pe okyk nqxZ ̂iknqdksV* rFkk iwoZ okyk nqxZ ̂gkslkfdyk* dgykrk gSA bu nksuksa nqxks± chp ,d cM+k tyk'k; gS ftldk uke vuslksfUndsjh gS tks nqxZ  
fy, [kkbZ dk dke djrk gSA

;g ,d vk;rkdkj ;kstuk dk nqxZ gS rFkk bldh yEckbZ pkSM+kbZ dk eki 350 eh- x 240 eh- gSA blesa nks i`Fkd izkax.k gSa] cM+k izkax.k iwoZ esa rFkk NksVk izkax.k if'pe esa gSA eq[; }kj ekxZ 
nqxZ  iwoZ esa gS ftlesa vusd lajpuk,a gSaA cM+k njckj Å¡ps mBs gq, Lrj ij cuk gqvk gS rFkk x<+ dh rjg mi;ksx  fy, gSA nqxZ dh nhokjsa lqanj dVs gq, xzsukbV  f'kyk[kaMksa ls cuh gqbZ 
gS ftu ds nksuksa vksj IykLVj fd;k x;k gSA nhokj dh Å¡pkbZ 4 ls 5 ehVj rFkk 1-5 ehVj eksVh gSA

nqxZ dh nhokjsa dqy 9 Nrfj;ksa rFkk nks }kj esa ck¡Vh tk ldrh gSaA mÙkjh rFkk nf{k.kh nhokj ls nqxZ nks njckjksa esa foHkkftr gS ftu  chp esa ,d }kj gSA nqxZ  rhu }kj gSa] iwohZ] if'peh 
rFkk nf{k.kh] rhuksa nhokjksa esa ,d&,d }kj gSA ;g }kj ekxZ lkeku ;kstuk ls cus gq, gSa ftlesa esgjkcnkj izos'k] nksuksa fdukjksa ij vèkZ xksykdkj Nrfj;ka] mu  lkFk cus gq, i;Zos{k.k cqtZ 
rFkk ekxZ  nksuksa vksj cus gq, Å¡ps pcwrjs gSaA tSls fd fgUnw eafnjksa esa ik, tkrs gSa] T;kferh; js[kk&fp= rFkk Qwy&ifÙk;ksa  lkapksa ls lth nhokjsa] [kEcksa [kaM bR;kfn ;gk¡ cus gq, gSaA

jke njokts  if'pe esa ,d efLtn cuh gqbZ gSA ;g vk;rkdkj gS rFkk 24 ehVj x 13 ehVj uki dh gSA blesa ,d izkFkZuk lHkk Hkou] ,d [kqyk vk;rkdkj vk¡xu gS ftldks ?ksjh gqbZ 
nhokjsa 70 ls-eh- eksVh rFkk 1 eh- Åaph gSaA blesa iwohZ rFkk nf{k.kh Nksj ij izos'k }kj gSaA ckgjh rFkk Hkhrjh nhokjksa ij IykLVj gSA [kqys vk¡xu esa nks dczsa cuh gqbZ gSaA

fp= % okx.xsj nqxZ dk nwjorhZ n`'; ¼Åij½] okx.xsj nqxZ Hkhrj dq,¡ dk èoalko'ks"k ¼uhps½
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21. Basavakalyan Fort 

Basavakalyana fort is located in Bidar district of Karnataka. Its historic importance is dated to the 10th century. The capital of Later Chalukyas was  
shifted from Manyakheta to Kalyana that is why it is also known as Kalyana fort. Basavakalyana with its fort was the centre of a great social and 
religious movement, in the 12th century, because of Basaveshwara, the social reformer. He fought against caste system and the orthodoxy in Hinduism.

The fort is strategically built as a defence structure in an unobtrusive  setting, which is not visible till the enemy is at close quarters of the fort. This gives 
advantage for the defence forces holed up in the fort to repulse enemy attacks. The fort was made defensively complex with guard rooms and barbicans, 
which was a novelty at that time. It consists of three concentric irregular fort walls.

The main door to the citadel is known as the 'Akhand Darwaza' built with four red stone slabs. From the doorway, up a flight of steps is the passage to the 
Rajmahal (mostly in ruins). However, the ceiling in the palace hall displays colourful designs. The central wall in the hall has patterns of vases and urns. 
Within the fort precincts one finds a platform used during Muharram prayers, or could be a royal courtyard used by king for relaxing purposes.

This is one fort where one can see varieties of cannons, some artistic and intricately designed. Some of them are short and stubby but the size of the bore 
is really large and impressive. A close look at the handles of the cannons is needed to analyse the design engraved on it. Most of them are fish shaped. 
One biggest cannon  has similarities to the cannon in Bijapur, the one that's supposed to be an alloy of five metals. The alloy has certain qualities- does 
not heat in the hottest of weathers, does not corrode, can withstand the worst of nature's forces. This cannon is almost in the original condition, the swivel 
action still works.

Pictures: View of Basavakalyana fort (above), inside view of Raj-Mahal (below, left) and ruins of Rangin Mahal (below, right).

21- clokdY;k.k nqxZ

clokdY;k.k nqxZ dukZVd  chnj ftys esa fLFkr gSA ;g 10oha 'krkCnh  ,sfrgkfld egÙo dks n'kkZrk gSA ckn pkyqD;ksa us viuh jktèkkuh ekU;[ksV ls 
LFkkukUrfjr dj  dY;k.k esa cukbZ] blhfy, bls dY;k.k nqxZ Hkh dgrs gSaA 12oha 'krkCnh  lekt lqèkkjd clos'oj dkj.k clokdY;k.k rFkk bldk nqxZ] egku 
lkekftd rFkk èkkfeZd vkUnksyu dk nz FkkA clos'oj us tkfr O;oLFkk rFkk :f<+okfnrk dk fojksèk fd;k FkkA

;g nqxZ] vklikl  {ks=ksa dh rqyuk esa lcls uhps LFky ij fLFkr gSA izFke ckr ;g fd nwj ls ns[kus ij ;g vklkuh ls voxr ugha gksrk vkSj nwljs bl ij <yku ls 
vkrs gq, ikuh dk dksbZ izHkko ugha iM+rk D;ksafd izkÑfrd :i ls vk;s ikuh dks fcuk fdlh iz;Ru  [kkbZ esa Mkydj mi;ksx fd;k tk ldrk gSA

x<+ eq[; }kj dks ̂v[k.M njokt+k* dgrs gSa] tks pkj jaxhu iRFkjksa dh ifV~V;ksa ls cuk gSA x<+ ds lkeus dh pkS[kV tks vc [kaMgj gks x;h gS] dk ekxZ egy ladqy esa 
igqapkrk gS tks jktegy dgykrk gSA ,d efLtn] ,d u`R;'kkyk ftls jaxhuegy dgrs gSa rFkk ,d njckj gky tSlh dqN lajpuk,a rjk'ks gq, iRFkj rFkk xkjs ls cuh 
gqbZ gSaA nqxZ ckMs+ esa ,d pcwrjk gS] tks ;k rks eqgjZe dh bcknr  nkSjku mi;ksx esa yk;k tkrk Fkk vFkok jktlh izakx.k jgk gksxk ftls jktk vius vkjke djus 
fy, mi;ksx esa ykrk gksxkA

;g ,d ,slk nqxZ gS tgk¡ fofHkUu izdkj dh ckjhd dykdkjh dh vkSj tfVyrk ls cuk;h xbZ rksisa ns[kus dks feyrh gSaA dqN ns[kus esa xksyeVksy NksVh lh gSa ijUrq mudh 
uyh  Nsn cM+s eki  vkSj izHkko'kkyh gSaA rksiksa  ewB ij mRdh.kZ vkÑfr  fo'ys"k.k  fy, mUgsa ikl ls ns[kus dh vko';drk gSA muesa ls vfèkdrj eNyh  
vkdkj dh gSaA muesa ls ,d tks lcls cM+h gS og chtkiqj dh ml rksi leku gS] tks fd vuqeku  vuqlkj ikap èkkrqvksa dh feJ èkkrq ls cuh gSA bl feJ èkkrq  dqN 
fo'ks"k xq.k gS tSls fd ;g Hkh"k.kre xehZ ekSle esa Hkh xje ugha gksrh] {kfjr ugha gksrh] fofHkUu izdkj  izkÑfrd izgkjksa dks lgu dj ldrh gSA ;g rksi vc Hkh 
yxHkx vius ewy :i esa gS vkSj bldh ?kweus dh izfØ;k vHkh Hkh dk;Z djrh gSA

fp= % clokdY;k.k nqxZ dk n`'; ¼Åij½] jktegy dk Hkhrjh n`'; ¼uhps] ck,¡½] jaxhu egy dk èoalko'ks"k ¼uhps] nkfgus½
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Forts of Karnataka

22. Yadgiri Fort 

Yadgiri fort is one of the largest forts of Karnataka. Remarkable architecture and building planning are the key features of this fort.  The fort is built over 
a massive monolith measuring about 850m long, 500m wide and 100 m high. It was ruled by the Kalyana Chalukyas, Yadavas, Cholas, Bahmani 
Sultans, Adil Shahis and the Nizams. According to sources, five inscriptions of various time periods have been found in this fort. As per the inscription 
situated close to the fort entrance, Yadgiri fort was built by a person named Jagannath from Sagar, a village in Shahpur taluq. 

In terms of size and strength, Yadgiri fort can be compared to Madhugiri, Chitradurga, Bellary, and Shahpur forts. All these forts are built over rocky 
hills and have multiple levels.

Yadgiri town has grown around the northern corner of the hill that's where the fort entrance is situated. This is the Mahadwara, the entrance gate. Beyond 
the Mahadwara are a series of gateways which is nothing but a security measure. The whole fortification can be divided on the basis of these gateways 
from outer to innermost. After entering these gates a long path going uphill with towering walls to the left and deep stone lined water tanks to the right 
with Yadgiri Lake in the background is picturesque. Yadgiri had plenty of resources for fresh water, within and outside the fort.

The north-west corner of the hill is located on the edge of the plateau and there are two or three turrets. One of the turrets with cannon has an Arabian or 
Persian inscription at the tail-end. In the vicinity are several cannons lying about. Also there's a big rectangular structure which might have been soldiers 
barracks. There is a pair of massive bastions connected by rampart walls with a small passage in it. That is the western entrance to this fort.  All the sides 
and entrances are armed with cannons. This suggests it was surely a well guarded fort.

Pictures: A distant view of  Yadgiri fort (above), Entrance to Yadgiri fort (below, left) and ruins of Palace Complex (below, right).

22- ;knfxfj nqxZ

;knfxfj nqxZ dukZVd  lcls cM+s nqxks± esa ls ,d gSA bldh okLrq'kSyh rFkk Hkou ;kstuk tSlh fo'ks"krk,a mYys[kuh; gSaA ;g nqxZ fo'kky ,dy iRFkj ij cuk gqvk gS 
tks yxHkx 850 ehVj yEck] 500 ehVj pkSM+k rFkk 100 ehVj Åapk gSA dY;k.k pkyqD;] ;kno] pksy] cgeuh lqYrku] vkfny'kkgh rFkk futke 'kkldksa us bl ij 'kklu 
fd;kA lw=ksa  vuqlkj] bl nqxZ esa ikap f'kykys[k tks vyx&vyx le; ls lacafèkr gSa] ik, x;sA nqxZ  }kj ekxZ ij fLFkr f'kykys[k  vuqlkj] 'kkgiqj rkyqd  
xk¡o lkxj esa jgus okys ,d txUukFk uked O;fä us ;g nqxZ cuk;k FkkA

vius eki rFkk etcwrh vkèkkj ij bl nqxZ dh rqyuk eèkqfxfj] fp=nqxZ] csYykjh rFkk 'kkgiqj tSls nqxks± ls dh tk ldrh gSA ;s lHkh nqxZ pêkuh igkM+h  Åij 
cgqryh; LFkku ij cus gq, gSaA

;knfxfj uxj igkM+h  mÙkjh dksus  vklikl clk gqvk gS] mlh vksj nqxZ dk izos'k ekxZ gSA ;g izos'kekxZ egk}kj dgykrk gSA egk}kj ls vkxs izos'k}kjksa dh ,d 
Ük`a[kyk gS tks okLro esa lqj{kk ladqy gSA leLr nqxhZdj.k bu ckgj ls vUnj rd izos'k}kjksa esa foHkkftr gSA lqj{kk ladqy  ckn Åij igkM+h dh vksj tkrk gqvk ,d 
yEck xfy;kjk gS ftl  ck;ha rjQ Å¡ph nhokj rFkk nk;h vksj iRFkjksa dh lrg ls cuk ,d tyk'k; gS] bldh i`"BHkwfe esa ;knfxfj >hy gSA ;knfxfj esa nqxZ  Hkhrj 
rFkk ckgj fueZy ty  lzksr FksA

igkM+h  mÙkjh&if'peh iBkjh dksus ij nks ;k rhu cqtZ gSaA muesa ls ,d cqtZ ftl ij rksi j[kh gqbZ gS] bl vafre Nksj ij ,d vjch vFkok Qkjlh dk f'kykys[k gSA 
vklikl  bykdksa esa dbZ rksisa iM+h gqbZ gSaA ;gk¡ ,d cM+h vk;rkdkj lajpuk Hkh gS tks flikfg;ksa dh cSjd izrhr gksrh gSA ;gk¡ ,d fo'kky x<+ksa dk tksM+k gS tks ijdksVksa 
dh nhokjksa ls vkil esa tqM+k gqvk gS rFkk bu  chp ,d NksVk xfy;kjk gSA ;g nqxZ dk if'peh }kj ekxZ gSA blls izrhr gksrk gS fd ;g okLro esa vPNs igjs ls lqjf{kr 
nqxZ FkkA

fp= % ;knfxfj nqxZ dk nwjorhZ n`'; ¼Åij½] ;knfxfj nqxZ dk izos'k ¼uhps] ck,¡½] egy ifjlj èoalko'ks"k ¼uhps] nk,¡½
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Forts of Karnataka

23. Jaladurga Fort  

Jaladurga is a fortified village in Raichur district in the state of Karnataka. The Adil Shahi Kings of Bijapur built the fort. A group of islands are formed by 
the river Krishna. In fact river Krishna defines the district borders of Raichur and Yadgiri.  Jaladurga occupies the western tip of the island.
Jala + Durga = water + fort, also known as Dweepadurga too (Dweepa + Durga = island + fort). The Krishna river flows east side around the hill and the 
approach from surrounding areas is difficult, hence it is an ideal place for a fort. The fort is in ruined status. On top of the fort, at one point of time, there was 
a palace and a cellar. 

On the southern edge there is a high rise structure. Also there is tower built to provide unrestricted view of the fort and the island. The fort ruins can be 
seen from the base of the hill going right up to the summit. In fact this is the highest point of the fort as well as the island. There are a few tombs of the 
kings with no identification; there is Sangameshwara Matha, and a temple of Yellamma. The sides of the river Krishna is not sandy, it is full of smooth 
boulders and it is called Mandhana Maduvu. At Jaladurga there is a small stone inscription written in Urdu and Devanagariscript. According to local 
belief, there is a box like stone hidden in the river, which contain about one lakh verses of the great saint Basavanna and are yet to be discovered by rest of 
the world.

This fort is built in a roughly hexagonal layout with harbours on the opposite sides. With the temple at the centre, the main streets run in a radial way 
surrounded by paramount buildings such as royal palaces, mansions of ministers, public offices, buildings of nobles, houses of Brahmins. Almost all the 
basic safety measures for the inmates and fatal obstacles to the incoming enemies have been thought of, thus making it a very secure fort.

Pictures: Wide view of  Jaladurga fort (above) and one of the bastions of Jaladurga fort above Krishna river (below).

23- tynqxZ

tynqxZ dukZVd jk;pwj ftys dk ,d nqxhZÑr xk¡o gSA chtkiqj vkfny'kkgh jktkvksa us ;g nqxZ cuok;k FkkA Ñ".kk unh }kjk ,d }hi lewg dh lajpuk dh x;h 
gSA okLro esa Ñ".kk unh jk;pwj rFkk ;knfxfj dh lhek js[kk,a fuèkkZfjr djrh gSA tynqxZ] }hi dh if'peh uksd ij gSA ¼ty$nqxZ½ tynqxZ dk uke }hi nqxZ 
¼}hi$nqxZ½ Hkh gSA Ñ".kk unh igkM+h  iwohZ fdukjs dks ?ksjrh gqbZ cgrh gS ftlls vklikl  {ks=ksa ls nqxZ rd igq¡puk dfBu gks tkrk gSA blfy, ;g nqxZ  fy, ,d 
vkn'kZ LFkku gSA nqxZ vc [kaMgj voLFkk esa gS nqxZ  Åij ,d le; esa ,d egy rFkk ,d rg[kkuk FkkA

nf{k.kh fdukjs ij ,d Å¡ph cuh lja puk gSA ,d cqtZ Hkh cuk gqvk gS ftlls nqxZ vkSj }hi dks fcuk fdlh #dkoV n[s kk tk l A igkMh+  dh fupyh lrg ls Åij 
pkVs h rd nqxZ  [kMa gj n[s ks tk ldrs gSAa  ;gk¡ jktkvkas dh dczas gSa ftu ij dkbs Z igpku fpºu ugha gSAa  ;gha ij lxa e's oj ekrk dk rFkk ;Ys yEek efa nj Hkh gSA Ñ".kk unh 
dk fdukjk ckynw kj ugha gS] ijUrq ;gk¡ eUèku eMqoq dgykus okys fpdus xkys  iRFkj gSAa  tynqxZ ij ,d NkVs k iRFkj gS ftl ij mnZw rFkk nos ukxjh fyfi dk f'kyky[s k 
gSA LFkkuh; ekU;rkuqlkj ;g ,d lna dw  tSlk iRFkj unh eas Nqik gqvk gS ftleas lra  olo..kk  fy[ks gq, ,d yk[k Nna  gSa tks lkjh nqfu;k ls xqIr j[ks x;As

;g nqxZ yxHkx "kV~dks.kh; gS ftl  nksuksa foijhr fdukjksa ij canjxkg gSaA bl eè; Hkkx esa ,d eafnj gS] eq[; jkLrs f=Tth; gSa rFkk loksZPp Hkouksa ls f?kjs gq, gSa tSls 
fd jktegy] eaf=;ksa  Hkou] lkoZtfud dk;kZy;] izHkko'kkyh O;fä;ksa  Hkou] czkã.kksa  ?kj bR;kfnA blesa jgus okyksa dh lqj{kk  lHkh cqfu;knh mik; rFkk 'k=q 
dks vUnj vkus ls jksdus  lHkh lkèkuksa dk è;ku j[kk x;k gS ftl  dkj.k ;g ,d lqjf{kr nqxZ jgkA

fp= % tynqxZ dk c`gÙkj n`'; ¼Åij½] Ñ".kk unh ij tynqxZ  cqtZ ¼uhps½
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Forts of Karnataka

24. Torgal Fort 

Located in the Ramdurg taluq on the bank of river Malaprabha is located Hale Torgal. After the fall of Vijayanagar, Torgal came under the Mughals and 
Marathas. It is believed that Shivaji also built or expanded a fort here. Two Persian inscriptions have been found on the walls of the fort. One is of the 
days of Ibrahim dated 1535, speaking of the construction perhaps extension of the construction of the fort by one Ismail, son of Abdul Aziz. Another 
inscription with a few Kannada lines at the bottom is the Ibrahim II of 1583, it speaks of the construction again perhaps of another part of the fort. 

Fort is located on hilly terrain along the bank of river Malaprabha. It has got two gateways, one faces west while the other north-east. The one on the 
north-east is the main entrance of the fort. Wall of the fort is decorated with motifs and designs. Light carving on stone wall is very common here. Some 
of the designs are really unique and peculiar for example there is a carving of a fish and two creatures and their body looks like swan but the head looks 
like snake. 

The Torgal village has twin Chalukyan temples facing each other. Bhutanatha Temple complex within the fort is a huge site. Other temple with a similar 
plan and size has a Devi image installed in the Garbhagriha. While entering the complex from the north gate, there is a small Ganapati shrine of 
Vijayanagar style. All together there are nine temples here.  Of these only Bhutanatha has sculpture around its Garbhagriha and its parapets have some 
erotic sculptures which have been damaged. Architecture and some sculptures of Bhuthnatha temple are strikingly similar to Khajuraho temples. Apart 
from these temples, the fort has three mosques, four dargahs and two tombs. This small fort village is an interesting tourist spot because of its old 
monuments, temples and statues and also reflect the historical events that have taken place during the bygone era.

Pictures: View of  Torgal fort (above) and Bhutanatha Temple complex (below).

24- rksjxy nqxZ

gkys rksjxy d¢ d¢ d¢ 
f'kokth us bls cuok;k ;k bldk foLrkj djok;k FkkA

nqxZ dh nhokjksa ij nks Qkjlh f'kykys[k ik, x;sA muesa ls ,d 1535 bZ- esa bczkghe ds le; dk gS] bl  fuekZ.k dk mYys[k djsa ;k 'kk;n bl fuekZ.k foLrkj dk] 
rks ;g ,d vCnqy vt+ht csVs bLekby uked O;fä us fd;k FkkA ml  uhps dqN dUuM+ dh iafä;ksa dk nwljk f'kykys[k 1583 bZ- dk bczkghe f}rh;  le; dk gS] 
;g nqxZ  vU; Hkkx  fuekZ.k ds fo"k; esa gSA

;g nqxZ eyizHkk unh  fdukjs igkM+h Hkw&Hkkx ij fLFkr gSA bl  nks izos'kekxZ gSa] ,d if'pe dh vksj [kqyrk gS rFkk nwljk mÙkj iwoZ dh vksj [kqyus okyk eq[; }kj gSA 
nqxZ dh nhokjsa lqanj uewus vkSj vuqdYiksa ls lth gqbZ gSA gYdh uDdk'khnkj iRFkj dh nhokj lkekU;r% ;gk¡ ik;h tkrh gSaA dqN uewus okLro esa vn~Hkqr rFkk fofp= gSaA 
mnkgj.k  fy, ,d uDdk'kh gS ftlesa ,d eNyh rFkk nks vU; tho gSa ftu  'kjhj gal  leku gSa ijUrq flj lk¡iksa dh rjg izrhr gksrs gSaA

rksjxy xk¡o esa ,d nwljs dh vksj eqag fd;s nks tqM+oka pkyqD; eafnj gSaA nqxZ  Hkhrj HkwrukFk eafnj dk fo'kky ladqy gSA nwljk eafnj] tks leku ;kstuk rFkk eki dk gS] 
 nsoh dh ewfrZ LFkkfir gSA mÙkjh izos'k ekxZ ls ladqy esa izos'k djus ij ,d NksVk lk fot;uxj 'kSyh dk x.kifr eafnj gSA dqy feykdj ;gk¡ ukS eafnj gSaA  

 pkjksa vksj ldh eqaMsjksa ij dqN dkeksÙkstd ewfrZ;k¡ cuh gqbZ Fkha] tks vc èoLr gks x;h gSaA HkwrukFk eafnj dh 
okLrqdyk rFkk ewfrZdyk vlkèkkj.k :i esa [ktqjkgks eafnjksa leku gSaA bl  vfrfjä] nqxZ esa rhu efLtnsa] pkj njxkg rFkk nks dczsa gSaA ;g NksVk lk xzke nqxZ vius 
Lekjd] eafnjksa rFkk ewfrZ;ksa  dkj.k jkspd i;ZVd nz gS vkSj foxr le; dh ,sfrgkfld ?kVukvksa dk izfrfcEc HkhA

fp= % rksjxy nqxZ dk n`'; ¼Åij½] HkwrukFk eafnj ifjlj ¼uhps½

jkenqxZ rkyqd esa eyizHkk unh fdukjs fLFkr gSA fot;uxj iru ckn rksjxy eqxyksa rFkk ejkBkvksa ds vfèkdkj esa vk;kA ,slk ekuk tkrk gS fd 

d¢ d¢ d¢ 
d¢ d¢ d¢

d¢ d¢

d¢ d¢

d¢ d¢ d¢

d¢
d¢ xHkZx`g esa
xHkZx`g d¢ buesa ls d¢oy HkwrukFk eafnj dh lajpuk gS] ft

d¢ d¢
d¢ d¢a

lkaLÑfrd lzksr ,oa çf'k{k.k osQUæ Centre for Cultural Resources and Training

dukZVd nqxZd¢ 
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25. Kittur Chennamma Fort

Chennamma fort is a great historical monument and tourist attraction in Karnataka. It is also known as Kittur Chennamma fort. This fort is situated at a 
distance of 50 kilometres from Belgaum and from Dharwad it is located at a distance of 32 kilometres. The Kittur Chennamma Fort stands as an 
evidence of the great Freedom struggle that was led by Rani Chennamma. It is not just important from archaeological point of view but also stands as a 
symbol of bravery and women's pride.

The fort is constructed out of black basalt rock but at present it is nothing but a ruin. The low wall on both sides of the fort has tiny embankments. In the 
interior of it lies an ancient telescope through which Rani Chennamma used to watch the Dhruva Nakshatra or the Pole Star in the morning. But the 
telescope is poorly maintained. It had a beautiful porch which measured 100 feet by 30 feet which was supported by teak pillars. But now the pillar is 
removed together with its roof. A museum is also present in Kittur which exhibits some antique pieces like swords, shields, wooden doors etc. 

A moat runs right around the perimeter of the wall. Probably the moat was fed by water from a lake close to the eastern wall. Bastions flanking the 
gateway are restored and plastered with a thick layer of cement-sand mixture. Within the Palace complex a huge hall structure was built mainly for the 
conference purpose and called as Palace Durbar or conference hall. This fort is not just symbolic for its architectural designs but also stands as 
reminiscence to the great revolt against the British after the introduction of the Doctrine of Lapse.

Pictures: Ruins of Palace Complex inside Chennamma fort (above) and another view of  ruins of Palace Complex inside Chennamma fort (below).

25- fdêwj psuEek nqxZ

psuEek nqxZ ,d egku ,sfrgkfld Lekjd gS rFkk dukZVd dk eq[; i;ZVd vkd"kZ.k gSA ;g fdêwj psuEek nqxZ uke ls Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA ;g csyxke ls 50 fd-eh- 
dh nwjh ij rFkk èkkjokM+ ls 32 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij fLFkr gSA fdêwj psuEek nqxZ] jkuh psuEek  usr`Ro esa fd;s x;s egku Lora=rk la?k"kZ dk lk{kh gSA bldk egÙo oy 
bl  okLrqf'kYi fy, gh ugha gS] vfirq ;g ,d lkgl rFkk efgyk lEeku dk izrhd gSA

;g nqxZ dkys vflrk'e pêkuh iRFkj ls fufeZr gS ysfdu orZeku esa ;g ,d [kaMgj  vykok dqN ugha gSA nqxZ  nksuksa vksj NksVh nhokj ls rVcaèku cuk j[ks gSaA bl
vUnj ,d izkphu nwjchu gS ftls jkuh psuEek izkr%dky èkqzo u{k= dks ns[kus  fy, mi;ksx esa ykrh FkhaaA bl nwjchu dh ns[kHkky vc ugha gks ikrhA bl nqxZ esa ,d 

lqUnj izdks"B ¼cjkenk½ ftldh yEckbZ pkSM+kbZ 100 QhV x 30 QhV Fkh vkSj ;g 'kh'ke [kEHkksa ij fVdk gqvk Fkk ijUrq vc [kEHks rFkk Nr nksuksa gh gVk fn, x;s gSa 
vkSj bl nqxZ esa ,d laxzgky; Hkh gS ftlesa izn'kZu  fy, izkphu oLrq,a tSls ryokjsa] <ky rFkk ydM+h  njokts bR;kfn j[ks x;s gSaA

bldh nhokj lkFk [kkbZ Hkh bl nxq Z dks ?kjs s g,q  gAS  lHa kor% iow hZ nhokj  ikl cuh gbq Z >hy ea s ls ikuh bl [kkbZ ea s vkrk FkkA ioz 's k ekxZ  nkus ka s vkjs  dh Nkofu;k]a  
lheVas  rFkk ckyw  feJ.k ls IykLVj dj iuq % LFkkfir dh x;h gAaS  egy lda yq  ea s lEeys u bR;kfn fy, ,d cMs + ls njckj dh lja puk dh xbZ Fkh ftls ̂njckj egy* 
dgrs FkAs  ;g nxq Z oy okLrfq 'kYi dk irz hd gh ugha vfirq ,d egku fonkz gs  dk Lej.k djkrk g]S  tks vxa tsz ka s dh uhfr ̂MkWfDVªu vkWQ yIS l* fo#) fd;k x;k FkkA
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dukZVd d¢ nqxZ

Forts of Karnataka
1- cuoklh nqxZ

dukZVd esa mÙkj dUuM+ ftys esa cuoklh eafnjksa dk ,d izkphu dLck 
gSA ;g caxyq# ls 374 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij fLFkr gSA cuoklh] dukZVd 
d¢ mÙkj dUuM+ ftys dk ,d izkphu eafnj uxj gSA ;g mu izkphu 
uxjksa esa ls ,d gS] ftudk mYys[k egkHkkjr xzUFk esa feyrk gSA 
iqYkd¢lh f}rh; d¢ ,sgksy f”kykys[k esa cuoklh dks ,d tynqxZ dgk 
x;k gS] laHkor% blfy, fd] oèkkZ unh uxj dks rhu vksj ls ?ksjrs gq, 
cgrh gSA bld¢ vfrfjDr ;g if'peh ?kkV d¢ ?kus ckfj'k d¢ taxyksa 
esa fLFkr gS] ftlls bl rd igqapuk vR;ar dfBu gSA

nwj rd QSyh nqxZ dh nhokjsa orZeku cuoklh xk¡o dk dqN Hkkx ?ksjs 
gq, gSaA lkrokgu lkezkT; d¢ tkxhjnkj] pqV~Vqvksa us cuoklh dks viuh 
jktèkkuh cuk;k] ckn d¢  le; esa bl ij dnEcksa us jkt fd;kA fdys 
dk dqN VwVk o cpk fgLlk gh vkt ns[kk tk ldrk gSA

nqxZ] oèkkZ unh d¢ rst ?kqeko ij cuk gS] tgk¡ ij mÙkj&if'pe dh 
vksj ls vkrh gqbZ unh vpkud iwoZ dh vksj eqM+ tkrh gSA unh lfiZy 
xfr ls ?kqekonkj jkLrksa ij cgrh gS] blfy, nf{k.k dh vksj cgqr 
vfèkd lqj{kk iznku djrh gSA nqxZ dh nhokj dh iwjh yEckbZ 2140 
ehVj gS rFkk ckgjh <yku d¢ lkFk&lkFk [kkbZ gqvk djrh FkhA [kkbZ 
dh pkSM+kbZ ry dh vksj 12 ehVj rFkk Åijh fljs dh vksj 22 ehVj 
gSA nks eq[; }kj gSa] ,d mÙkj dh vksj rFkk nwljk nf{k.k iwoZ dh 
vksjA ,d NksVk }kj if'pe esa nqxZ d¢  if'peh [kaM dh /oLr nhokj 
ds yxHkx chp esa gSA ;g lkekU;r% vke jkLrk ugha Fkk ijUrq [krjs 
ds le; yksxksa ds Hkkxus ds dke vkrk FkkA

'kq: esa] lkrokguksa d¢ tkxhjnkj pqV~Vqvksa d¢ jkT; esa] fdys dh nhokjsa 
b±Vksa ls cuh FkhA bld¢ ckn dnEc jkT; d¢ le; nqxZ dks c<+k;k x;k 
vkSj nqxhZdj.k Hkh fd;k x;k] ftlesa ysVjkbV iRFkj] b±Vksa vkSj xhyh 
feêh dk mi;ksx fd;k x;kA blds ckn nqxZ dk mÙkjh fdukjk vkSj 
vfèkd c<+k;k x;k rFkk fof'k"V :Ik ls d¢oy ysVjkbV iRFkj dk gh 
mi;ksx fd;k x;kA

2- ey[ksM nqxZ

ekU;[ksV ;k vkèkqfud ey[ksM] dukZVd d¢ xqycxkZ ftys esa dxhuk 
unh d¢ fdukjs ij fLFkr gSA 814 bZ- ls 968 bZ- rd ey[ksM 'kfä'kkyh 
jk"VªdwV lkezkT; dh jktèkkuh jgkA jk"VªdwV jktoa'k esa ey[ksM dk 
;'kLoh vrhr jgk gS] fo'ks"k :i ls jktk veks?ko"kZ u`irqax d¢ jkT; 
esa ftUgksaus 64 o"kZ jkT; fd;k rFkk igyk 'kkL=h; dUuM+ ys[ku 
dk;Z ^^dfojktekxZ** fy[kkA veks?ko"kZ rFkk vU; fo}ku tSls xf.krK 
egkohjkpk;Z rFkk cqf)thoh Kkulsukpk;Z] xq.kHknzkpk;Z us bl {ks= esa 
tSu èkeZ dk izpkj djus esa lgk;rk dhA jk"VªdwVksa d¢ iru d¢ ckn 
Hkh ;g mud¢ mÙkjkfèkdkjh dY;k.kh pkyqD; ;k if'peh pkyqD;ksa dh 
jktèkkuh yxHkx 1050 bZ- rd cuh jghA

;gk¡ nks nqxZ gSa % ckgjh cM+k nqxZ] fupys Lrj vFkok èkjkry ij vkSj 
nwljk NksVk nqxZ] mld¢ Hkhrj Ñf=e :i ls Å¡ps fd;s x;s Lrj ijA 
okLrq f'kYi d¢ vuqlkj Hkh ckgjh rFkk Hkhrjh nqxZ ,d nwljs ls fHkUu 
gSA ,slk izrhr gksrk gS fd ckgjh nqxZ Hkhrjh nqxZ ls dkQh iqjkuk gSA 
ckgjh nqxZ vleku :i ls cgqHkqth vkdkj dk gSA nhokj dh pkSM+kbZ 
3 ehVj] Å¡pkbZ 6 ehVj rd gSA blds nks fudkl gSa & ,d mÙkj 
if'pe dksus esa if'pe dh vksj [kqyrk gS rFkk nwljk iwohZ fdukjs 
ds eè; esa iwoZ dh vksj [kqyrk gSA nqxZ esa fLFkr x<+] 'kkldksa mud¢ 
eq[; vfèkdkfj;ksa d¢ fy, Fkk] ijUrq x<+ lfgr ;g nqxZ] jk"VªdwVksa vkSj 
pksy 'kkldksa d¢ chp Hk;adj Vdjko d¢ dkj.k var esa èoLr gks x;kA 
orZeku le; esa bl nqxZ esa] ,d tSu eafnj rFkk dqN f'kYi] njoktksa 
dh pkS[kV] jk"VªdwVksa d¢ le; d¢ dqN eafnjksa d¢ [kEHks gSaA

dkykarj esa cgefu;ksa d¢ izfr fu"Bkoku eqfLye lwcsnkjksa us 'kk;n bl 
nqxZ dks dkQh vfèkd lqèkkj djds cuok;kA nqxZ esa tkek efLtn vkSj 
dkyh efLtn gSA lkFk esa] fo'kky x<+ tks fd ^^miyh cqtZ** d¢ uke 
ls tkuk tkrk gS] Hkh gSA ey[ksM dk fujarj iru pksy jktk vkSj ckn 
esa eqfLye lYrur rFkk eqxy le; esa Hkh pyrk jgkA

3- cknkeh nqxZ

cknkeh] igys okrkih d¢ uke ls tkuk tkrk Fkk] dukZVd d¢ ckxydksV 
ftys esa ,d rkyqd gSA 540 bZ- ls 757 bZ- rd ;g cknkeh pkyqD;ksa 
dh 'kkgh jktèkkuh Fkh] ;g  pêku ls dVs rFkk vius vU; lajpukRed 
eafnjksa d¢ fy, izfl) gSA cknkeh dks ge igkM+h HkwnqxZ dg ldrs gSaA 
;g nks vR;ar pêkuh igkfM+;ksa d¢ chp ?kkVh d¢ eqgkus ij fLFkr gSA 
;s igkfM+;ka blds mÙkj vkSj nf{k.k esa gSa ftuds chp iwoZ esa fxjh ihB 
ij ,d ck¡èk gS tks cM+k tyk'k; cukrk gSA

nqxZcanh d¢ vkjaHk esa ewy:i ls fupys Lrj ij cuk gqvk nqxZ Fkk 
ftldh x<+ cukrh gqbZ nhokj] uxj dks ?ksjs gq, FkhA nks NksVs ijUrq 
'kfä'kkyh nqxZ igkfM+;ksa ij cus gq, Fks tgk¡ ls 'kklu fd;k tkrk 
FkkA nf{k.kh igkM+h ij cuk gqvk nqxZ ̂ j.k eaMy* nqxZ dgykrk Fkk rFkk 
mÙkjh igkM+h ij cuk nqxZ ^cUnsdksV* ;k ^ckou pêku nqxZ* dgykrk 
FkkA iwoZ fn'kk esa uxj iRFkj vkSj xhyh feV~Vh ls cuh nhokj ls jf{kr 
Fkk] ftlesa cpko gsrq eaqMsj cuh gqbZ Fkh rFkk vkxs if'pe fn'kk esa 
cpko d¢ fy, xgjh rFkk pkSM+h [kkb;k¡ cuh FkhaA

mÙkjh igkM+h ij cuk gqvk nqxZ] igkM+h nqxZ dk ,d mRÑ"V mnkgj.k 
gSA nqxZ dh vèkZ xksykdkj nhokj iwjs igkM+h fdukjs dks ?ksjrs gq, x<+ 
cukrh gS lkFk gh ;gk¡ d¢ eSnkuh n`'; dk voyksdu Hkh fd;k tk 
ldrk gSA nqxZ vleku cgqHkqtkdkj gS rFkk bldh nhokj dh ÅapkbZ 
Hkh 2 ehVj ls 6 ehVj rd ?kVrh c<+rh gSA nf{k.kh nqxZ lhèkh [kM+h 
pêku d¢ f'k[kj ij gSA bl pêku dks eq[; igkM+h [k.M ls vyx 
djus okyh ,d izHkko'kkyh xgjh [kkbZ gS] ftldh pkSM+kbZ 18 ls 30 
QhV gS vkSj ;g 26 QhV ls 60 QhV rd xgjh gSA ;gk¡ ,d ladjh 
?kkVh esa cuh lhf<+;ksa }kjk igqapk tk ldrk gSA xksykdkj x<+ dh 
nhokjksa d¢ ckgjh vksj pksVh ij ,d vleku iapHkqth; dksV cuk 
gqvk gSA

iqYkd¢lh çFke us vius jkT; dh jktèkkuh LFkkukarfjr dj cknkeh esa 
cuk nh vkSj Å¡ps igkM+h iBkj ij nqxZ cukus dk vlhe iz;Ru fd;kA 
mud¢ le; d¢ 543 bZ- dk izkphu dukZVd ls lacaf/kr vc rd dk 
,dek= f'kykys[k fo'ks"k :Ik ls nqxZ&fuekZ.k ij izdk'k Mkyrk gSA

4- fot;uxj nqxZ

dukZVd d¢ csYykjh ftys esa 1335 bZ- esa] lkèkq fo|kj.; d¢ ekxZ n'kZu 
esa] gfjgj rFkk cqDdk us rqaxHknzk unh d¢ fdukjs ,d uxj clk;k 
ftldk uke fot;uxj j[kk x;kA

muds 'kklu esa jkT; rks le`) gqvk ijUrq yxkrkj iM+kslh jkT;ksa ls] 
tSls fd cgeuh bR;kfn ls izHkqRo ds fy, yM+kbZ gksrh jghA uxj dh 
lqj{kk ds fy, gfjgj f}rh; ¼1399&1406 bZ-½ us nqxZ dh nhokjsa vkSj 
cqtks± dh ?ksjkcanh vkSj etcwr djkb±A nsojk;&f}rh; ¼1422&1446 bZ-½ 
d¢ }kjk uxj dks Hkh vfèkd etcwr cuk;k x;kA 1443 esa vk;s Qkjlh 
;k=h vCnqy jTtkd d¢ o`ÙkkUr d¢ vuqlkj fot;uxj ,d xksykdkj 
vkÑfr dk gS rFkk ,d igkM+h d¢ f'k[kj ij fLFkr gSA

blesa dksbZ lansg ugha fd uxj dk nqxhZdj.k nqtsZ; FkkA ;g 
[kkb;ksa ls f?kjk gqvk Fkk ftlds dkj.k nq'eu nqxZ dh nhokj rd 
ugha igq¡p ikrs FksA ;g uohure gfFk;kjksa ls lqlfTtr Fkk tks fd 
vkØe.k rFkk lqj{kk d¢ fy, l{ke FksA nhokjksa ij iz{ksid fLFkr Fks 
ftuls iRFkj] eqxnj ;k ykBh rFkk dqYgkM+h lkèk dj nq'eu ij 
cjlk, tkrs Fks] ftlls nq'eu dh cgqr gkfu gksrh FkhA vkØe.
kdkfj;ksa d¢ fo#) foLQksVd gfFk;kj Hkh nqxZ dh lqj{kk d¢ fy, 
mi;ksx gksrs FksA ;gk¡ ij fofHkUu izos'k }kj Fks ftuds uke gSa & 
dkEiyh }kj] lanwj }kj] gkslisV }kj] deykiqjk }kj rFkk eYyiqjk 
}kjA ;s lHkh lad¢fnzr }kj Å¡ph nhokjksa rFkk igkM+h Ük`a[kykvksa ls 
tqM+s gq, FksA nqxZ dh lqj{kk dk Hkkj vejuk;dksa d¢ gkFkks a esa Fkk] 
ftu ij jktk dks cgqr fo'okl FkkA

1509 bZ- esa tc Ñ".knso jk; jktxíh ij cSBs rc mUgksaus cgqr ls Hkou 
jktèkkuh esa cuok,A ijUrq 23 tuojh] 1565 d¢ rkyhdksV d¢ ;q) us 
fot;uxj dks iw.kZ:i ls èoLr dj fn;kA ;g ,d fouk'kdkjh ;q) 
FkkA tks fot;uxj lkezkT; rFkk la;qDr :Ik ls nf{k.kh vgenuxj 
lYrur] chnj] chtkiqj rFkk xksydqaMk d¢ chp gqvk Fkk] ftUgksaus 

nf{k.k Hkkjr esa vafre fgUnw lkezkT; d¢ fo#) xBcaèku fd;k FkkA

5- xqycxkZ nqxZ

dukZVd esa xqycxkZ dk nqxZ ,d ujnqxZ Fkk] ftlesa dksbZ Hkh izkÑfrd 
lqj{kk dk lkèku ugha FkkA nqxZ esa 15 cqtZ rFkk laHkor% 26 rksisa Fkha] 
ftlesa ls ,d 25 QhV yEch FkhA nqxZ uxj dh mÙkjh if'peh fn'kk 
esa gS rFkk ;kstuk esa vk;rkdkj gSA ;g 50 QhV nksgjh nhokj ls f?kjk 
gqvk gS rFkk dqN nwjh d¢ varjky ij x<+ cus gq, gSa vkSj pkSM+h rFkk 
xgjh [kkbZ bls ?ksjs gq, gSA oLrqr% fo'kky] Åij mBs gq, x<+ ij 
?kweus okys pcwrjs cus gq, Fks ftu ij rksisa j[kha gqbZ FkhaA ;gk¡ ckgj 
fudyh eaqMsj] mu ij cus daxwjs rFkk Nsn Fks ;s lc cUnwdèkkjh lsuk 
d¢ cpko d¢ rjhd¢ FksA

;gk¡ nks izos'k }kj gSa] ,d iwohZ nhokj d¢ eè; esa rFkk nwljk if'peh 
nhokj d¢ eè; esaA iwohZ izos'k}kj d¢ ckgjh izkphj dk }kj èoLr gks 
pqdk gSA bld¢ 50 QhV yEcs cM+s xfy;kjksa d¢ nksuksa vksj cM+s j{kd 
x`g gSaA

if'peh }kj ,d nqtsZ; lajpuk gS tks cfgnqZxZ ls lqjf{kr Fkh rFkk 
vc [kaMgj voLFkk esa gSA ;g lhax d¢ vkdkj dh vFkok panzkdkj 
lajpuk dk HkO; izn'kZu gS tks nqxZ ls ckgj dh vksj fudyh gqbZ cuh 
gSA blesa Øe'k% pkj njokts rFkk pkj vR;ar lqjf{kr njckj gSaA 
izos'k}kj etcwr yksgs dh tathjksa dh rhu Jsf.k;ksa ls vkSj vfèkd 
lqjf{kr gks tkrk gSA ;s vkØe.k d¢ le; }kj d¢ lkeus ,d fljs ls 
nwljs fljs rd ck¡èk nh tkrh FkhaA nks iV dk }kj ftl ij yksgk tM+k 
gqvk gS rFkk dhysa x<+h gqbZ gSa vkt Hkh viuh fLFkfr esa cuk gqvk gSA

Hkkjrh; nqxks± esa d¢oy xqycxkZ nqxZ dks ,d nqtsZ; cM+k rg[kkuk ̂ ^ckyk 
fglkj** j[kus dk xkSjo izkIr FkkA ;g vk;rkdkj Fkk blesa pkj cqtZ 
Fks] vkSj bldh Hkwjh dkyh cyqvk iRFkj ls cuh nhokjksa esa dksbZ fudyus 
dk jkLrk ugha FkkA ;g ijdksVs ls uhps ry ij cuk gqvk Fkk] blesa 
d¢oy Å¡ps mÙkjh eqgkus ij cuh [kqyh lh<+h }kjk gh izos'k fd;k tk 
ldrk FkkA ;g nqxZ d¢ eè; Hkkx esa cuk gqvk FkkA bldk mi;ksx 
vafre vkJ; d¢ fy, fd;k tkrk FkkA

6- tkek efLtn] xqycxkZ nqxZ

xqycxkZ nqxZ dh tkek efLtn 1367 bZ- esa jQh dkt+fou }kjk cukbZ 
x;h FkhA ;g Hkkjr dh ,d vuks[kh] iw.kZ :i ls vko`Ùk efLtn gS] 
bldh esgjkc d¢ Åij rFkk izR;sd dksus esa xqEcn cus gSaA yxHkx 70 
xqEcn gSaA blesa dksbZ [kqyk gqvk vk¡xu ugha gS rFkk ;g 216 QhV 
yEch vkSj 176 QhV pkSM+h gSA lkjk izdk'k rksj.k iFk ls vkrk gSA

uxj d¢ iwoZ dh vksj cgeuh dczsa gSaA ;s oxkZdkj gSa rFkk bu ij cM+s 
xqEcn gSaA ;s lkèkkj.k xqEcnh; ?kukdkj mÙkj Hkkjrh; 'kSyh esa cuh 
dczsa gSa tks IykLVj fd;s x;s eycs dh cuh gSaA ijUrq Qhjkst'kkg d¢ 
edcjs ij dqN fgUnw f'kYi dh ltkoV ns[kus dks feyrh gS] vkfny 
'kkgh oa'k d¢ 'kklu d¢ vafre pj.k 15oha 'krkCnh bZ- rd] ,slh 'kSyh 
dk lkekU;r% izpyu ugha FkkA bUgha esa ls ,d dcz tks fd [oktk 
cank uokt dh gS] lHkh laiznk; d¢ yksxksa }kjk iwth tkrh gSA ;gk¡ 
d¢ Hkouksa d¢ esgjkc cgeuh 'kSyh d¢ gSa rFkk nhokjksa ij Qkjlh 'kSyh 
dh fp=dyk gSA

fnYyh }kjk fu;qä fd;s x;s eqfLye vfèkdkfj;ksa d¢ fonzksg ds 
QyLo:i 1347 bZ- esa glu xaxw }kjk cgeuh lYrur dh LFkkiuk 
gqbZ ftlus xqycxkZ dks viuh jktèkkuh d¢ fy, pquk rFkk bls Hkouksa 
dk fuekZ.k djd¢ ltk;kA

1429 bZ- rd xqycxkZ dh eq[; Hkwfedk jgh vkSj rc vgen'kkg us 
viuh jktèkkuh LFkkukarfjr djds chnj dks jktèkkuh cuk fn;kA 
jktèkkuh cny tkus ls xqycxkZ dk xkSjo tkrk jgkA 1520 bZ- esa 
fot;uxj d¢ Ñ".knso jk; us xqycxkZ ij vkØe.k dj ;gk¡ d¢ nqxZ 
dks èoLr dj fn;kA f'kykys[kksa d¢ vuqlkj] ckn esa vyh vkfny'kkg 
us fot;uxj d¢ jktk dks gjkus d¢ ckn xqycxkZ nqxZ dk th.kksZ)kj 
fd;kA 1657 bZ- esa vkSjaxtsc us] tks ml le; nf{k.k ds lwCksnkj Fks] 
chtkiqj vkSj xqycxkZ dks thr fy;kA ckn esa xqycxkZ futke lkezkT; 
ds vèkhu vk x;kA



7- chnj nqxZ

chnj] nf{k.kh iBkj esa dukZVd d¢ mÙkjh&iwohZ Hkkx rFkk caxyq# ls 
mÙkj esa 740 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij fLFkr gSA ;g vfu;fer :i ls le-
kUrj vle prqHkqZt vkdkj dk gS rFkk ns'k d¢ lokZf/kd nqtsZ; nqxks± esa 
ls ,d gSA bld¢ ijdksVksa dk iwjk ?ksjk 3 ehy ls vfèkd dk gS blesa 
37 x<+ vkSj 5 }kj gSaA nqxZ] [kkbZ rFkk cQZ ls iVh unh ls f?kjk gqvk 
gS bl izdkj frxquh ukys dh lqj{kk rFkk Bksl pêkuksa ls dkV dj 
cuh] ?ksjs gqbZ nhokjsa chnj nqxZ dh fo'ks"krk,a gSaA chnj nqxZ dh nhokjsa] 
Nkofu;ka] }kj rFkk izkphj vHkh rd v[kaM gSa] rFkk Hkkjr d¢ ifj"Ñr 
okLrqf'kYi dh fo'ks"k vfHkO;fä gSA eqaMs cqtZ lcls izeq[k x<+ gS rFkk 
Hkkjh rksiksa vkSj cpus d¢ jkLrksa d¢ dkj.k vR;ar izHkko'kkyh gSA nqxZ 
dk eq[; izos'k ekxZ uxj dh vksj ls izos'k djd¢ rhu }kj ikj djd¢ 
curk gSA igyk }kj ,d [kkbZ }kjk lqjf{kr Fkk] tks fd vc Hkj nh 
x;h gS] ftld¢ ckn nks vkSj }kj ,d d¢ ckn ,d gSaA ckgjh }kj 
dhyksa ls tM+k gqvk gSA

izos'kekxks± dh cukoV dq'kyrkiwoZd dh xbZ] ftuds izkphj Hkh etcwr 
cuk, x;sA iwohZ fn'kk esa cuk izos'k}kj èkjkry ls Å¡pk cuk gqvk Fkk] 
tgk¡ rd igq¡pus d¢ fy, xgjh ?kqekonkj lqjaxksa ls gksrs gq, tkuk 
iM+rk gSA x<+ ;k dksV tks lcls Å¡ps LFkku ij cuk gqvk Fkk] ckdh 
nqxZ ls ,d nhokj }kjk vyx fd;k x;k FkkA og nhokj vc vfèkdr% 
[kaMgj gSA ;gk¡ d¢ fy, nqxZ esa ls ,d }kj gS rFkk blesa ,d pksj 
njoktk Hkh gSA uxj&nhokj rFkk nqxZ esa vusd iqjkuh bekjrsa gSaA 
ftlesa 'kkgh jlksbZ ?kj] rjd'k egy] yky ckx] xxu egy] r[r 
egy bR;kfn vfèkd egRoiw.kZ gSaA eksgEen xoka dk enjlk] chnj d¢ 
mYys[kuh; Lekjdksa esa ls ,d gSA 

cgeuh 'kkldksa dks ;g le>us esa vfèkd nsj ugha yxh fd xqycxkZ 
vius nq'eu] fot;uxj d¢ ikl gksus d¢ dkj.k ,d jktèkkuh d¢ fy, 
lqjf{kr LFkku ugha gSA bldh rqyuk esa chnj vfèkd lqjf{kr rFkk 
tyok;q ds vkèkkj ij Hkh mÙke gSA 1429 bZLoh esa vgen'kkg oyh 
us cgeuh jktèkkuh xqycxkZ ls chnj LFkkukarfjr dj nhA ,slk ekuk 
tkrk gS fd [ksjyk d¢ ;q) ls ykSVus d¢ ckn 1429 bZLoh esa jktk 
vgen'kkg oyh us chnj uxj rFkk nqxZ cuokuk vkjaHk fd;k vkSj ;g 
dk;Z rhu lky rd pyrk jgk vkSj 1432 bZLoh esa lekIr gqvkA

8- chtkiqj nqxZ

chtkiqj ,d le; ij vkfny'kkgh jktoa'k dh jktèkkuh Fkk rFkk 
vkèkqfud dukZVd jkT; esa blh uke d¢ ftys esa fLFkr FkkA ;g nqxZ 
yxHkx vaMkdkj ekifp= d¢ vuqlkj cuk gqvk gS] bldk if'peh 
Hkkx vfèkd pkSM+k gS rFkk bl vksj 36 ehVj pkSM+h ikuh ls Hkjh [kkbZ] 
vkil esa ,d nwljs tqM+s gq, fo'kky nqtsZ; i;Zos{k.k cqtZ rFkk rksi okys 
x<+ cus gq, gSaA nqxZ dk iwoZ&if'peh {ks= 4 fd-eh- rFkk mÙkjh nf{k.
kh {ks= 3-25 fd-eh- gSA dukZVd esa eqfLye 'kkldksa dk lcls foLr`r 
nqxZ chtkiqj dk gSA nqxZ d¢ ikap eq[; }kj gSa% if'pe esa eDdk }kj] 
mÙkj&if'pe esa 'kkgiqj }kj] mÙkj esa cgeuh }kj] iwoZ esa vYykiqj }
kj] nf{k.k&iwoZ esa Qrsg }kjA

bu eq[; }kj ekxks± d¢ lkFk&lkFk rhu fo'kky i;Zos{k.k cqtZ] yxHkx 
leku nwjh ij fLFkr gSa] buesa ls ,d fQjaxh cqtZ gSA bl nqxZ esa vusd 
rksisa gS] ftlesa ls dqN izfl) Hkh gSa] ,slh gh ,d izfl) rksi ^ekfyd 
, eSnku* gSA vjfdyk d¢ uke ls izfl) x<+ nqxZ d¢ yxHkx d¢anz 
esa fLFkr gSA vjfdyk dykRed bekjrksa dk [ktkuk gS blesa egy] 
esgjkc] dczsa] }kjekxZ] ehukjsa lHkh Hkwjs pednkj vf'krkLe iRFkj ls 
rjk'k dj cuk;s x;s gSaA buesa lcls izeq[k lqYrku eksgEen vyh'kkg 
dh dcz] xksy xqEct gSA ;g lalkj dh lcls foy{k.k bekjrksa esa ls 
,d ekuh tkrh gSA egRoiw.kZ egy] tSls phuh egy] vkuan egy] 
vnkyr egy] vlkj egy] xxu egy rFkk lkr eafty bR;kfn gSaA

cgeuh lkezkT; VwVus ij] chnj d¢ cgeuh lqyrku eksgEen 'kkg&f}
rh; ¼1482&1515½ d¢ lwcsnkj ;wlqQ vkfny 'kkg ¼1489&1510½ 
us vius vkidks Lora= ?kksf"kr djd¢ chtkiqj esa ,d u, jktoa'k 
^vkfny'kkgh* dh LFkkiuk dhA 16oha 'krkCnh dh vkjaHk ls 17oha 
'krkCnh d¢ eè; rd chtkiqj esa izcy lajpukRed xfrfofèk;k¡ jgha 

ftld¢ QyLo:i vuks[ks le`) fo'kky Lekjd ns[kus dks feyrs gSaA

9- jk;pwj nqxZ

jk;pwj ftys dk eq[;ky;] rqaxHknzk unh d¢ rV ij clk gqvk gS rFkk 
jkT; dh jktèkkuh caxyq# ls 409 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij fLFkr gSA

nqxZ dh if'peh nhokj esa ,d f'kykiêh ij fy[ks ,d yEcs f'kykys[k 
d¢ vuqlkj vkjafHkd jk;pwj nqxZ] dkdrh; jkuh #nzEek nsoh d¢ vkns'k 
ij jktk foV~By us 13oha 'krkCnh d¢ vafre n'kd esa cuok;k FkkA ckn 
esa 15oha rFkk 16oha 'krkCnh esa ;g cgeuh] fQj vkfny'kkgh 'kkldksa 
ds vèkhu gqvkA

vkfny'kkgh 'kkldksa us blesa dbZ u, Hkkx tksM+s rFkk blds nqxhZdj.k 
dks vkSj etcwr cuk;k vkSj nqxZ d¢ ckgj nhokj cuokbZA bl nqxZ dh 
ckgjh nhokj esa lq?kM+ dVs gq, cM+s iRFkj vkil esa ,d nwljs ls fcuk 
fdlh pwuk lhesaV bR;kfn d¢ tksM+s x;s FksA bldh rqyuk esa ckgjh 
nhokj vux<+ iRFkjksa dks jktxhjh ls fpukbZ dj cukbZ x;h Fkh vkSj 
blesa eqfLye dkjhxjh dh Nki gSA x<+ rFkk }kjksa ij vjch rFkk 
Qkjlh d¢ fofHkUu f'kykys[kksa esa ;gh n'kkZ;k x;k gSA Hkhrjh nqxhZdj.k 
d¢ nks }kjekxZ gSa ¼lSykuh njoktk if'pe esa rFkk iwoZ esa fldanjh 
njoktk½ rFkk ckgjh nqxhZdj.k esa ikap }kj ¼if'pe esa eDdk] mÙkj esa 
ukSjaxh] iwoZ esa dkrh] nf{k.k esa [kand rFkk MksMh] iwohZ fdukjs dh vksj½ 
gSaA ckgjh nhokj rhu vksj ls [kkbZ ls f?kjh gqbZ gS vkSj pkSFkk nf{k.kh 
Nksj izkÑfrd :i ls rhu pêkuh igkM+h Ük`a[kyk ls lqjf{kr gS] lHkh 
ij fo'kky ijdksVs gSaA ckgjh nqxZ Hkhrjh nqxZ ls vR;fèkd cM+k gSA

ckyk fglkj ;k x<+] ,d cqyan igkM+h d¢ eè; mld¢ nf{k.kh fdukjs 
ij ,d vleku pcwrjs ij fLFkr gS] tks fd cM+s&cM+s iRFkjksa dh 
jktxhjh dh fpukbZ ls fVdk gqvk gSA blesa eq[; :i ls ,d njckj 
gky] ,d chtkiqj 'kSyh dh ,d esgjkc dh efLtn gS] ,d ikap choh 
njxkg rFkk ,d oxkZdkj ikuh dh gkSnh gS tks fd vc feêh ls Hkj 
nh x;h gSA

10- 'kkgiqj nqxZ

'kkgiqj ,d uxj gS] ;g dukZVd esa caxyq# d¢ mÙkj esa yxHkx 500 
fd-eh- dh nwjh ij fLFkr gSA 'kkgiqj nqxZ vleku vkdkj dk gS vkSj 
Rofjr pêku d¢ Åij cuk gqvk gS] vkjEHk esa ;g pêku izèkku lqj{kk 
dk lkèku FkhA 'kkgiqj nqxZ d¢ nqxhZdj.k nhokj ls tqM+s gq, nks esgjkc 
okyk }kj ekxZ vc [kaMgj dh fLFkfr esa gSA muesa ls ,d d¢ 'kh"kZ ij 
Qkjlh d¢ f'kykys[k gSaA nqxZ dk izHkqRo ,d lkè; pksVhnkj igkM+h d¢ 
dkj.k curk gS] ftl ij vts; x<+ cuk gqvk gSA x<+ rd igq¡pus 
d¢ fy, frxquh] pwjs xkjs dh fpukbZ ls cuh nqxhZÑr nhokj dks ikj 
djuk iM+rk gSA Hkhrjh nhokj esa Nkouh rFkk ekspkZ pkjnhokjh cus 
gq, gSaA Hkhrjh ?ksjs esa ,d NksVs izos'k ekxZ ls tk;k tkrk gSA ijd-
ksVksa d¢ chp&chp esa iRFkj dh fofHkUu uki dh lajpuk,a gS] ftud¢ 
vyx&vyx mi;ksx gksrs gkasxsA

'kkgiqj nqxZ d¢ lkr f'kykys[kksa esa ls lcls iqjkuk f'kykys[k 1555 
bZLoh dk gSA bld¢ vuqlkj ;g nqxZ bczkghe vkfny'kkg çFke us fdlh 
eksgEen ;wlqQ }kjk cuok;k FkkA mlus Nkofu;ka rFkk vkoj.k etcwr 
djok,A jkspd rFkk è;ku nsus ;ksX; ckr gS fd 'kkgiqj nqxZ rFkk 
uxj d¢ xksxh njokts ij rjk'ks x;s f'kykys[kksa esa 'kkgiqj ds uke dk 
mYys[k dgha Hkh ugha gSA ikSjkf.kd dFkkvksa d¢ vuqlkj 'kkgiqj dk uke 
^^lkxj** gS ijUrq bld¢ LFkku ij vkfny'kkgh 'kkldksa }kjk fn, x;s 
uke uqljrckn dk mYys[k feyrk gSA

11- csyxk¡o nqxZ

csyxk¡o nqxZ dukZVd d¢ lcls iqjkus nqxks± esa ls ,d gS rFkk vusdkusd 
jktoa'kksa dk iks"kd jgk gSA jÙkk] fot;uxj 'kkld] chtkiqj lqyrku] 
ejkBk rFkk var esa vaxzstksa us ;gk¡ 'kklu fd;kA Lora=rk laxzke d¢ 
le; esa egkRek xakèkh dks ;gk¡ dSn esa j[kk x;kA csyxke nqxZ] èkkfeZd 
mnkjrk dh èkjksgj dk ,d ewrZ:i gS] ;gk¡ ij fofHkUu èkeks± d¢ cgqr 
ls ifo= rhFkZ LFky gSaA nqxZ d¢ okLrqf'kYi esa fgUnw] tSu rFkk eqfLye 
izHkko gS vkSj eafnj rFkk efLtn nksuksa gh bldh lhek d¢ Hkhrj fLFkr 
gSa ftuls ;gk¡ d¢ lkaLÑfrd ln~Hkko d¢ ladsr feyrs gSaA efLtnksa d¢ 

okLrqf'kYi 'kSyh esa Hkkjrh; lekxe rFkk nf{k.kh 'kSyh ikbZ tkrh gSA

nqxZ d¢ izos'k}kj ij nks fgUnw iq.; LFky gSa % ,d x.ks'k eafnj rFkk 
nwljk eafnj nsoh nqxkZ dks lefiZrA nqxZ d¢ Hkhrj nks tSu eafnj gS] 
ftlesa usfeukFk th dh dkys iRFkj dh ewfrZ okyk ^dey clknh* 
vfèkd izfl) gSA ;g 1204 bZLoh esa pkyqD; 'kSyh ls cuk Fkk rFkk 
nwljk ^fpDdh clknh* dgykrk gS tks vc [kaMgj gks x;k gS] fdlh 
le; esa ;g tSu okLrqf'kYi dk lqUnj uewuk FkkA bldk vxzHkkx] 
NksVh u`R;jr ewfrZ;ksa] laxhrKksa rFkk lekÑr Qwyksa dh iafä;ksa ls 
lqlfTtr FkkA nqxZ esa nks efLtnsa gSa] ftud¢ uke lQk efLtn rFkk 
tkfe;k efLtn gSa] igyh okyh esa csyxk¡o uxj d¢ eqfLye fuokfl;ksa 
dk cgqr vkuk&tkuk gSA

,d ygjnkj eSnkuh Hkwfe ij fLFkr ;g nqxZ vaMkdkj gS rFkk eqyk;e 
yky iRFkj dh [kqnkbZ ls cuh xgjh rFkk pkSM+h [kkbZ ls f?kjk gqvk 
gSA ewy :i ls ;g t; jk; }kjk 1204 bZ- esa cuk;k x;k] ftUgsa 
fcPph jktk Hkh dgrs gSa] og jÙkk jktoa'k d¢ fe= FksA dbZ 'krkfCn;ksa 
rd ml {ks= d¢ 'kkldksa }kjk bld¢ vusd uohuhdj.k gq,A fQj Hkh 
bldks xgjh [kkbZ] Åaph nhokjksa] pkgjnhokjh] x<+ rFkk eqaMsj ls ?ksj 
dj vts; nqxZ esa :ikarfjr djus dk Js; chtkiqj lYrur d¢ ;kdwc 
vyh [kku dks feyrk gSA 1686 bZLoh esa eqxy 'kkld vkSjaxtsc us 
chtkiqj lYrur dks gjk dj csyxk¡o ij viuk vfèkdkj dj fy;kA

12- csYykjh nqxZ

dukZVd jkT; ds csYykjh ftys esa csYykjh ,d ,sfrgkfld uxj gSA 
;g nqxZ csYykjh xqM~Mk ¼dUuM+ esa igkM+h½ vFkok nqxZ igkM+h dh pksVh 
ij cuk gqvk gSA ;g nks Hkkxksa esa foHkkftr gS Åijh nqxZ rFkk fupyk 
nqxZA Åijh nqxZ ,d cgqHkqth; nhokj ls f?kjk] igkM+h pksVh ij cuk 
gqvk gSA ftl ij igq¡pus dk d¢oy ,d gh ekxZ gSA ;gk¡ j{kk lsuk 
vFkok ekspkZcanh dk dksbZ LFkku ugha gSA bldk x<+ yxHkx 2000 
QhV Åaph igkM+h pksVh ij gS] tks ,d d¢ Åij ,d] rhu Js.kh dh 
nqxZcanh ls lqjf{kr gSA blesa pêku dh [kqnkbZ djd¢ vusd tykèkkj 
Hkh cus gq, gSaA

daxwjsnkj ijdksVs <dh gqbZ [kkbZ d¢ ekxZ ls f?kjs gq, gSaA nqxZ rd 
igq¡pus okyk d¢oy ,d gh ekxZ gS] tks ?kqekonkj igkM+h ij iRFkjksa 
ds chp ls gksrk gqvk tkrk gSA lcls Åij x<+ d¢ ckgj ,d NksVk 
eafnj gS] dqN dks"Bksa d¢ vo'ks"k rFkk vusd xgjs tyk'k; gSaA x<+ d¢ 
Hkhrj vusd lqn`<+ Hkou rFkk foHkkftr pêku d¢ [kaM rkyq ls cus 
vusd tyk'k; gSaA

uhps okyk nqxZ pêku d¢ iwohZ ry ij vkèks ehy d¢ O;kl okys ?ksjs esa 
cuk gqvk gSA laHkor% ;g 'kL=kxkj rFkk lsuk fuokl d¢ fy, mi;ksx 
fd;k tkrk FkkA ;g ijdksVksa ls f?kjk gqvk gS rFkk blesa vusd 
Nkofu;ka gSa vkSj lkeus [kkbZ rFkk fgeunh gSA blesa nks izos'kekxZ }
kj gSa] iwohZ rFkk if'peh Nksj ijA fupys nqxZ d¢ iwohZ }kj ij ^dksV 
vkatus;* guqeku eafnj gSA

igkM+h dks ?ksjrk gqvk nqxZ] fot;uxj d¢ le; esa gkaMs guqeIik uk;d 
}kjk cuk;k x;k FkkA 1769 bZ- esa gSnj vyh us bls gkaMs uk;d if-
jokj ls ysdj nqxZ dks vius vfèkdkj esa dj fy;k rFkk ,d Ýkalhlh 
vfHk;Urk dh lgk;rk ls nqxZ dk uohuhdj.k o lqèkkj dk;Z fd;kA 
igkM+h d¢ iwohZ fdukjksa dks ?ksjrs gq, fupyk nqxZ] gSnj vyh }kjk 
cuok;k x;k FkkA ,d nardFkk d¢ vuqlkj] vHkkxs Ýkalhlh vfHk;Urk 
dks Qkalh dh ltk feyh] D;ksafd mlus bl rF; dks vuns[kk dj 
fn;k fd iM+kslh dqackj xqM~Mk csYykjh xqM~Mk ls Åaph igkM+h gS ftlls 
nqxZ dh Js"Brk vkSj xksiuh;rk tSls xq.kksa ij izHkko iM+rk gS ijUrq 
muls le>kSrk djuk iM+kA

13- caxyq# nqxZ

caxyq# nqxZ dukZVd d¢ nf{k.kh iwohZ Hkkx d¢ nf{k.kh iBkj ij fLFkr 
gSA nqxZ dh ifjfèk yxHkx ,d ehy gS] ;g Bksl jktxhjh d¢ dke ls 
cuk gqvk vkSj pkSM+h [kkbZ ls f?kjk gqvk gSA ijdksVksa d¢ chp esa cus 26 
cqtZ nqxZ dks izHkko'kkyh cukrs gSaA bld¢ mÙkj esa nqxhZÑr 'kgj fLFkr 



gS] ftldk dbZ ehy dk ?ksjk gS rFkk d¢DVl bR;kfn dh iêh ls cus ,d 
ijdksVs vkSj ,d NksVh [kkbZ }kjk lqjf{kr gSSA

caxyq# nqxZ ewy:i ls ,d feV~Vh ds nqxZ tSlk 1537 bZ- esa fot;uxj 
lkezkT; rFkk caxyq# d¢ laLFkkid d¢aixkSM+k us cuok;k FkkA

fot;uxj lkezkT; d¢ iru d¢ ckn ;gk¡ ds 'kkld le;&le; ij 
cnyrs jgsA 1638 bZ- esa jkuknqYyk[kku us chtkiqj dh cM+h lh lsuk dk 
usr`Ro fd;k vkSj 'kkg th Hkksalys d¢ lkFk fey dj d¢aixkSM+k & r`rh; dks 
gjk fn;kA ftld¢ ckn caxyq# mldks tkxhj d¢ :i esa ns nh x;hA ckn 
esa caxyq# eSlwj d¢ fpDdnsojktk okfM;kj ¼1673&1704 bZ-½ dks 3]00]000 
#i;s esa csp fn;k x;kA 1759 bZ- esa eSlwj dh lsuk d¢ izèkku lsukifr 
gSnj vyh us Lo;a dks eSlw# dk okLrfod 'kkld ?kksf"kr dj fn;kA 1761 
bZ- esa gSnj vyh us nqxZ dks iRFkj d¢ nqxZ d¢ :Ik esa cny fn;kA blh 
nqxZ esa MsfoM csvMZ rFkk vusd vaxzst lsuk vfèkdkfj;ksa dks gSnj vyh 
us dSn esa j[kk FkkA fczfV'k 'kklu d¢ fo#) eSlw# 'kkld d¢ la?k"kZ dk 
lk{kh gS ;g nqxZA

gSnj vyh d¢ ckn eSlwj dk jkT; mld¢ csVs Vhiw lqYrku dks feyk ftls 
^eSlwj dk 'ksj* dgk tkrk gSA caxyq# nqxZ] Vhiw lqYrku dk x<+ FkkA mlus 
nqxZ dks vkSj c<+k;k vkSj ;g Vhiw lqYrku nqxZ uke ls tkuk x;kA ckjhd 
uDdk'khnkj esgjkc] eqfLye 'kSyh esa cus FksA bl nqxZ dk nwljk vkd"kZ.k 
bld¢ Hkhrj fLFkr vPNh rjg lajf{kr x.kifr eafnj Hkh gSA

14- fp=nqxZ dk nqxZ

;g nqxZ dukZVd d¢ fp=nqxZ ftys esa fLFkr gSA gEih ls yxHkx 120 fd-
eh- nwjh rFkk caxyq# ls yxHkx 200 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij gSA ^fp=nqxZ* 'kCn 
dUuM+ Hkk"kk d¢ nks 'kCnksa ls cuk gS] ^fp=* rFkk ^nqxZ*A bldk LFkkuh; uke 
^;syqlqfÙkuk dksVs* vFkkZr~ ^lkr pØ nqxZ* gSA ^fpuewykfnz* igkM+h Ük`a[kyk ls 
f?kjh lkr led¢Unzh; nhokjsa bl nqxZ dk nqxhZdj.k djrh gSaA izR;sd nhokj 
esa ,d }kj gS ftld¢ lkFk ,d lfiZy ladjk Åij tkrk gqvk xfy;kjk 
gS ftlls gkfFk;ksa }kjk geyk djd¢ }kj rksM+uk vR;ar dfBu gks tkrk 
FkkA nqxZ dh nhokjksa esa NksVs >jks[ks cus gq, gSa ftuesa ls rhjankt nq'eu 
ij rhj pyk ld¢aA ckgjh nhokj esa pkj }kj cus FksA dUuM+ Hkk"kk esa bUgsa 
ckfxyw dgrs gSa] ;s pkj }kj&jax¸;uk ckfxyw] flí¸;uk ckfxyw] mPpaxh 
ckfxyw rFkk ykydksVs ckfxyw gSaA

dFkkuqlkj bl nqxZ dk {ks=Qy 1500 ,dM+ gSA nqxZ dh dqy nhokj yxHkx 
8 fd-eh- yEch gSA bld¢ vts; nqxhZdj.k esa lqj{kk d¢ fy, blesa }kjekxZ] 
pksj njokts] ikuh dh Vafd;ka rFkk ?kqliSfB;ksa dh igjsnkjh d¢ fy, cus 
i;Zos{k.k cqtZ bR;kfn gSaA lkeku j[kus d¢ fy, xksnke [knku rFkk HkaMkj 
x`g] izkFkfed rkSj ij [kkuk] ikuh rFkk 'kL= vkiwfrZ d¢ fy, cuk;s x;s 
Fks] ftlls nq'euksa dh ?ksjkcanh ds le; yEcs dky rd vko';d oLrqvksa 
dh vkiwfrZ gksrh jgsA foy{k.k :i ls] ;s lHkh lqfoèkk,a vkt Hkh lqjf{kr 
gSaA vkjaHk esa ;s LFkku feêh ds cuk;s x;s Fks ijUrq ckn esa 18oha 'krkCnh 
bZ- esa FkksM+k&FkksM+k djd¢ bUgsa xzsukbV dh f'kyk ifê;ksa ls iq[rk fd;k 
x;kA nqxZ d¢ dbZ Hkkxksa esa ,d vlkèkkj.k fo'ks"krk ns[kh tk ldrh gSA 
cM+s&cM+s xzsukbV ds f'kyk[kaMksa dks tksM+us d¢ fy, dgha Hkh lhesaV xkjk 
bR;kfn tksM+us okys feJ.k dk iz;ksx ugha fd;k x;k vfirq bUgsa uki dj] 
dkV Nk¡V djd¢ vkil esa ,d nwljs d¢ lkFk tek dj j[kk x;k gSA

;g nqxZ 10oha ls 18oha 'krkCnh d¢ chp dbZ pj.kksa esa] bl {ks= d¢ jktoa'kksa 
}kjk cuk;k x;k ftlesa jk"VªdwV] pkyqD; rFkk gks;ly Hkh 'kkfey gSa 
ijUrq d¢oy fp=nqxZ d¢ uk;d vFkok ikysdj uk;d] nqxZ ds foLrkj d¢ 
mÙkjnk;h gSa D;ksafd uk;d jktoa'k dk 'kklu 200 lky ls vfèkd jgkA 
endjh uk;d iape d¢ 'kklu rd fp=nqxZ d¢ nqxZ d¢ uk;dksa dk x<+ 
rFkk ml izkUr dh tku jgk] budk vafre 'kkld eSlwj d¢ gSnj vyh }kjk 
ijkftr gqvkA ;g nqxZ] dukZVd d¢ bl Hkkx ds 'kklu esa uk;d jktoa'k 
d¢ fy, ,d J)katfy gSA

15- lsfjaxiVe nqxZ

izkphu nqxZuxj lsfjaxiVe ¼vkt dk JhjaxiVu vFkok JhjaxiVue½ eSlw# 
ls yxHkx 15 fd-eh- rFkk caxyq# ls yxHkx 120 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij 
dkosjh unh d¢ ,d }hi ij fLFkr gSA }hi nqxZ d¢ Hkhrj ,d vkd"kZd 
nhokj ls f?kjk gqvk vk¡xu gS ftlesa ty}kj dh vksj ekxZ cukrs gq, cjxn 

ds isM+ksa ds uhps mHkjh gqbZ uDdk'kh ds cus lk¡iksa d¢ fp= gSaA nqxZ d¢ iwohZ 
Hkkx esa 'kgj dh vksj Vhiw dk xzh"edkyhu egy gS] ftld¢ ckx esa cM+h 
lqUnj dkjhxjh dh yky vkSj lQsn [kM+h èkkfj;ksa ds feJ.k okyh nhokjsa 
gSaA bu nhokjksa ij gSnj vyh }kjk duZy dh ijkt; d¢ n`';ksa d¢ fp= 
cus Fks] ftUgsa ckn esa ykMZ MygkSth d¢ vkns'k ij osyslyh }kjk nksckjk 
fp=dkjh dh x;hA mUgksaus gSnj vyh vkSj Vhiw lqYrku ds edcjksa d¢ 
fy,] tks ykyckx ls vkxs iwoZ fn'kk esa gSa] gkFkh nkar ls tqM+s 'kh'ke d¢ 
nksgjs njokts Hkh yxok,A duZy cSyh] tks fd dSn esa gh ej x;s Fks] dk 
Lekjd Hkh ikl esa gh gSA

;g eqfLye 'kkldksa& gSnj vyh ¼1722&1782 bZ-½ rFkk Vhiw lqYrku 
¼1753&1799 bZ-½ dh jktèkkuh FkhA Jh jaxukFk Lokeh ¼Hkxoku fo".kq½ d¢ 
fgUnw eafnj d¢ uke ij bldk uke j[kk x;k Fkk rFkk ;g }hi d¢ if'peh 
fdukjs ij fLFkr gSA ;g uxj nks lcls izfl) ;q) ?ksjkcanh] vkaXy&eSlwj 
;q) ¼1792 rFkk 1799 bZ-½ dk ?kVukLFky cukA

vaxzsth bZLV bafM;k daiuh rFkk eSlw# jkT; d¢ chp pkSFks vkaXy&eSlwj 
;q) esa lsfjaxiVe dk ?ksjko ¼5 vizSy&4 ebZ] 1799½ vafre vkeuk&lkeuk 
FkkA lsfjaxiVe nqxZ dh nhokj Hksn dj rFkk x<+ ij geyk dj vaxzstksa 
us fu.kkZ;d thr izkIr dhA eSlw# dk 'kkld Vhiw lqYrku ;q) djrs gq, 
ekjk x;kA thr d¢ ckn vaxzstksa us iqu% jktxíh okfM;kj jktoa'k dks ns nh 
ijUrq vizR;{k :i ls jkT; ij viuk vfèkdkj cuk;s j[kkA

16- eqn~xy nqxZ

eqn~xy nqxZ dukZVd d¢ jk;pwj ftys esa fLFkr gSA bl nqxZ d¢ nqxhZdj.k dks 
vfèkd lcy cukus d¢ fy, blesa iRFkj dh nhokjsa rFkk etcwr xksykdkj 
vleku vkdkj dh Nkofu;ka cuh gqbZ gSaA blesa nksgjh nhokj dk nqxhZdj.k 
gSA igys izos'kekxZ esa iq[rk ydM+h dk njoktk gS ftlesa yEch] ckgj 
fudyh gqbZ yksgs dh dhysa tM+h gqbZ gSaA ckgjh izos'kekxZ d¢ [kEcs ij pkj 
yksgs dh tathjsa xM+h gqbZ gSA ewy :i ls ;s tathjsa yEch Fkha rFkk ,d 
fljs ls nwljs fljs rd njoktksa ij ck¡èk dj lqj{kk djus d¢ dke vkrh 
FkhaA nwljs }kj rd igq¡pus dk jkLrk ,d lhax d¢ vkdkj dh O;oLFkk gS 
ftlesa nksuksa vksj izgjh d{k gSaA ekspkZcanh d¢ fy, pkjnhokjh gS] ftlesa 
Nsn cus gq, gSaA

ckgjh nqxZ dks ,d ikuh ls Hkjh pkSM+h [kkbZ us ?ksjk gqvk gSA [kkbZ dh pkSM+kbZ 
fHkUu&fHkUu gS] dbZ LFkkuksa ij 50 xt rd pkSM+h gSA [kkbZ ds ihNs dh 
dxkj ij ,d Nkofu;ksa dh Ük`a[kyk gS mld¢ ckn ,d l¡djk <dk gqvk 
jkLrk gS] ftlls tqM+h nwljs fdukjs dh dxkj gS] ftl ij ;g fo'kky 
x<+ cuk gqvk gSA orZeku nqxZ dh O;oLFkk ns[krs gq, yxrk gS fd canwdksa] 
rksiksa dh [kkst d¢ ckn bls nksckjk cuok;k x;k FkkA vusd LFkkuksa ij fganw 
'kSyh esa jktxhjh d¢ dke gSa] ijUrq rksj.k d¢ vkdkj dh eqaMsj eqfLye i)
fr ls cuh gqbZ gSA [kkbZ rFkk Nkofu;ksa dh Ük`a[kyk fey dj ,d vPNk 
n`'; izLrqr djrs gSaA

ewy:i esa eqn~xy dkdrh; jkT; dh ,d lhekUr cLrh FkhA ;g ;knoksa d¢ 
vfèkdkj ls fnYyh d¢ lqYrkuh vfèkdkj] fot;uxj vkSj fQj cgeuh jkT; 
d¢ vfèkdkj esa vkbZA vkfny'kkgh jkT; dh Lfkkiuk d¢ le; nqxZ bl jkT; 
dk Hkkx FkkA vkfny'kkg us bls fQj cuokdj bldh lqj{kk lcy cukbZA 
eqn~xy nqxZ d¢ vusd f'kykys[k chtkiqj 'kkldksa tSls vyh vkfny'kkg 
çFke ¼1558&80 bZ-½ rFkk bczkghe vkfny'kkg f}rh; ¼1580&1627 bZ-½ ls 
lacafèkr gSaA

17- tekykckn nqxZ

tekykckn nqxZ csYrkux<+h uxj d¢ mÙkj esa 8 fd-eh- dh nwjh ¼eaxyq# ls 
yxHkx 65 fd-eh-½ ,oa leqnz ry ls 1788 QhV dh ÅapkbZ ij fLFkr gSA 
xzsukbV dh ml igkM+h dks] ftl ij ;g fLFkr gS] dks igys ujflagx<+ 
dgrs FksA LFkkuh; yksx bls ^teky xM~Mk* Hkh dgrs gSaA

nqxZ rd igq¡pus d¢ fy, d¢oy ,d gh l¡djk ekxZ gS] tks mlh xzsukbV 
igkM+h esa ls yxHkx 1876 lhf<+;ka dkV dj cuk gS] ftl ij ;g nqxZ 
fLFkr gS] vkSj ;g ekxZ lhèkk igkM+h pksVh vFkkZr~ nqxZ rd igqapkrk gSA bl 
ekxZ d¢ fcuk nqxZ rd igqapuk vlaHko gSA

x<+ d¢ Hkhrj ikuh ,d= djus dh ,d Vadh rFkk ,d NksVh lh igkM+h 
ij j[kh ,d rksi d¢ cps gq, Hkkx gSaA nqxZ dh nhokj rFkk eqaMsjksa d¢ dqN 
ld¢r feyrs gSa blls vfèkd dqN cpk ugha gSA ;g nqxZ Vhiw lqYrk }kjk 

1794 bZ- esa cuok;k x;k Fkk vkSj mldk uke mldh ek¡] tekykch d¢ 
uke ij j[kk x;k FkkA ;g nqxZ iqjkus nqxZ d¢ [kaMgjksa ij gh cuok;k x;k 
gSA pkSFks vkaXy& eSlwj ;q) d¢ le; 1799 bZ- esa vaxzstksa us nqxZ ij viuk 
vfèkdkj dj fy;k FkkA

18- nsougYyh nqxZ

nsougYyh nqxZ dukZVd esa caxyq# uxj d¢ mÙkj esa yxHkx 35 fd-eh- dh 
nwjh ij fLFkr gSA orZeku nqxZ gSnj vyh rFkk Vhiw lqYrku }kjk iRFkj 
dk cuok;k x;k FkkA ;g 20 ,dM+ {ks= esa QSyk gqvk gS] yxHkx vaMkdkj 
gS rFkk iwohZ fn'kk dh vksj fuèkkZfjr gSA bld¢ nqxhZdj.k d¢ fy, 12 vèkZ 
xksykdkj x<+] leku nwjh ij cus gq, gSa] ftu ij jktxhjh dh ltkoVh 
ijr cuh gqbZ gSA nqxhZdj.k d¢ Hkhrjh Hkkx esa ekspkZcanh d¢ fy, cM+h 
pkjnhokjh cuh gqbZ gSA nqxZ esa iwoZ rFkk if'pe esa izos'k ekxZ gSa ftu ij 
lqanj dVs gq, IykLVj dk dke gSA izos'k ekxZ ladjs vkSj NksVs Fks fd ml 
le; d¢ ?kksM+ksa dh vkoktkgh d¢ fy, lqfo/kktud jgs gksaA x<+ esa pwus 
vkSj b±Vksa d¢ cus LFkku Fks ftu ij rksisa j[kh tk ld¢aA og ?kj ftlesa 
Vhiw vkSj gSnj vyh jgrs Fks] vkt rd cuk gqvk gSA Vhiw lqYrku vkSj 
gSnj vyh d¢ njckj d¢ ,d cM+s vfèkdkjh nhoku iw.kZ¸;k dk ?kj Hkh nqxZ 
ds vUnj fLFkr gSA

;g ewy :i ls eYykcSjsxkSM+k }kjk 1501 bZ- esa cuk;k x;k Fkk rFkk 18oha 
'krkCnh d¢ eè; rd mlh ds oa'ktksa d¢ vfèkdkj esa jgkA 1749 bZ- esa 
rRdkyhu eSlwj d¢ nyokbZ] uatjktS;k us geyk djds vius vfèkdkj esa 
dj fy;kA

ckn esa ;g nqxZ gSnj vyh vkSj mld¢ ckn Vhiw lqYrku ds vfèkdkj esa 
vk;kA 1791 bZ- esa ykMZ dkuZokfyl us vkaXy & eSlwj ;q) d¢ le; nqxZ 
ij p<+kbZ dj viuk vfèkdkj LFkkfir fd;kA

19- fetZu nqxZ

fetZu nqxZ eqfLye rFkk iqrZxkyh rduhdh ls cuk;k x;k ftlls og dukZVd 
d¢ mÙkjh dUuM+ ftys d¢ lcls etcwr vkSj cM+s nqxks± esa ls ,d gSA ;g dukZVd 
d¢ if'peh rV ij fLFkr Fkk rFkk izfl) canjxkg FkkA fIyuh] 77 bZ- rFkk is-
fjIyl 247 bZ- d¢ o.kZukuqlkj ;gk¡ jkseu O;kikjh igyh rFkk rhljh 'krkCnh d¢ 
chp le;&le; ij vkrs jgsA dkyh fepZ] nkyphuh rFkk vjch ?kksM+ksa bR;kfn 
d¢ leqnzh O;kikj esa bl canjxkg uxj dh izeq[k Hkwfedk jghA chtkiqj d¢ 
vkfny'kkgh lqYrku d¢ ,d tkxhjnkj 'kjhQ&my&eqYd ¼1608&1640 bZ-½ us 
17oha 'krkCnh esa bl nqxZ dks cuok;k FkkA fot;uxj lkezkT; d¢ iru d¢ ckn 
;g iwjh rjg ls chtkiqj d¢ cgeuh lqYrku vkfny'kkfg;ksa d¢ vfèkdkj esa gks 
x;k tks mÙkj dUuM+ {ks= dk NksVk lk 'kkld ifjokj FkkA bld¢ ckn iqrZxkyh] 
gSnj vyh] Vhiw rFkk var esa vaxzstksa us bl ij viuk vfèkdkj fd;kA

;g nqxZ ,d Å¡ps Vhys ij 11-8 ,dM+ d¢ {ks= esa QSyk gqvk gSA ;g ys-
VjkbV d¢ yky pêkuh iRFkj ls cuk gqvk gSA bld¢ pkj izos'kekxZ gSa] ;g 
,d [kkbZ ls f?kjk gqvk gS ftlesa ikl d¢ >jus dqnzsgYyk ls yxkrkj ikuh 
igq¡pk;k tkrk gSA ;gk¡ X;kjg xksy Nrfj;ka gSa ftudh nhokj ij daxwjs 
vkSj cUnwd d¢ fy, Nsn cus gq, gSa] ;g nqxZ dks ?ksjs gq, gSA nqxZ d¢ Hkhrj 
lajpuk,a rFkk vU; [kaMgj gSaA ,slh gh ,d lajpuk iz'kklfud dk;kZy; 
izrhr gksrh gSA ,d dks"B laHkor% ck:n bR;kfn j[kus d¢ dke vkrk FkkA 
;gk¡ [kqns gq, Hkwfexr jkLrs rFkk yxHkx 2 dq,¡ nqxZ esa gSa] ftuesa iRFkj 
dh ijr cuh gqbZ gSA bld¢ yEcs ,sfrgkfld egÙo d¢ dkj.k bl nqxZ dks 
Hkkjrh; iqjkrÙo losZ{k.k us lajf{kr Lekjd ?kksf"kr fd;k gSA

20- okx.xsj nqxZ

okx.xsj] 'kksjkiqj rkyqd esa] 16oha&18oha 'krkCnh dk ,d ,sfrgkfld egÙo 
dk LFkku gSA Hkkjrh; bfrgkl d¢ ì"Bksa esa bldk LFkku 'kksjkiqj d¢ jktk vkSj 
lezkV vkSjaxtsc d¢ chp gq, ;q) d¢ lUnHkZ esa vkrk gSA okx.usj esa ,d vPNs 
cus gq, nqxZ d¢ [kaMgj gSa tks fd jktk d¢ le; vts; ekuk tkrk FkkA ;g 
'kksjkiqj uxj d¢ if'pe esa 7 fd-eh- rFkk Ñ".kk unh d¢ mÙkj esa 12 fd-eh- dh 
nwjh ij fLFkr gSA xk¡o d¢ if'pe okyk nqxZ ^iknqdksV* rFkk iwoZ okyk nqxZ 
^gkslkfdyk* dgykrk gSA bu nksuksa nqxks± d¢ chp ,d cM+k tyk'k; gS ftldk 
uke vuslksfUndsjh gS tks nqxZ d¢ fy, [kkbZ dk dke djrk gSA

;g ,d vk;rkdkj ;kstuk dk nqxZ gS rFkk bldh yEckbZ pkSM+kbZ dk 
eki 350 eh- x 240 eh- gSA blesa nks i`Fkd izkax.k gSa] cM+k izkax.k iwoZ esa 



rFkk NksVk izkax.k if'pe esa gSA eq[; }kj ekxZ nqxZ d¢ iwoZ esa gS ftlesa 
vusd lajpuk,a gSaA cM+k njckj Å¡ps mBs gq, Lrj ij cuk gqvk gS rFkk 
x<+ dh rjg mi;ksx d¢ fy, gSA nqxZ dh nhokjsa lqanj dVs gq, xzsukbV d¢ 
f'kyk[kaMksa ls cuh gqbZ gS ftu ds nksuksa vksj IykLVj fd;k x;k gSA nhokj 
dh Å¡pkbZ 4 ls 5 ehVj rFkk 1-5 ehVj eksVh gSA

nqxZ dh nhokjsa dqy 9 Nrfj;ksa rFkk nks }kj esa ck¡Vh tk ldrh gSaA mÙkjh 
rFkk nf{k.kh nhokj ls nqxZ nks njckjksa esa foHkkftr gS ftud¢ chp esa ,d 
}kj gSA nqxZ d¢ rhu }kj gSa] iwohZ] if'peh rFkk nf{k.kh] rhuksa nhokjksa esa 
,d&,d }kj gSA ;g }kj ekxZ lkeku ;kstuk ls cus gq, gSa ftlesa es-
gjkcnkj izos'k] nksuksa fdukjksa ij vèkZ xksykdkj Nrfj;ka] mud¢ lkFk cus 
gq, i;Zos{k.k cqtZ rFkk ekxZ d¢ nksuksa vksj cus gq, Å¡ps pcwrjs gSaA tSls fd 
fgUnw eafnjksa esa ik, tkrs gSa] T;kferh; js[kk&fp= rFkk Qwy&ifÙk;ksa d¢ 
lkapksa ls lth nhokjsa] [kEcksa d¢ [kaM bR;kfn ;gk¡ cus gq, gSaA

jke njokts d¢ if'pe esa ,d efLtn cuh gqbZ gSA ;g vk;rkdkj gS rFkk 
24 ehVj x 13 ehVj uki dh gSA blesa ,d izkFkZuk lHkk Hkou] ,d [kqyk 
vk;rkdkj vk¡xu gS ftldks ?ksjh gqbZ nhokjsa 70 ls-eh- eksVh rFkk 1 eh- 
Åaph gSaA blesa iwohZ rFkk nf{k.kh Nksj ij izos'k }kj gSaA ckgjh rFkk Hkhrjh 
nhokjksa ij IykLVj gSA [kqys vk¡xu esa nks dczsa cuh gqbZ gSaA

21- clokdY;k.k nqxZ

clokdY;k.k nqxZ dukZVd d¢ chnj ftys esa fLFkr gSA ;g 10oha 'krkCnh 
d¢ ,sfrgkfld egÙo dks n'kkZrk gSA ckn d¢ pkyqD;ksa us viuh jktèkkuh 
ekU;[ksV ls LFkkukUrfjr djd¢ dY;k.k esa cukbZ] blhfy, bls dY;k.k 
nqxZ Hkh dgrs gSaA 12oha 'krkCnh d¢ lekt lqèkkjd clos'oj d¢ dkj.k 
clokdY;k.k rFkk bldk nqxZ] egku lkekftd rFkk èkkfeZd vkUnksyu 
dk d¢anz FkkA clos'oj us tkfr O;oLFkk rFkk :f<+okfnrk dk fojksèk fd;k 
FkkA

;g nqxZ] vklikl d¢ {ks=ksa dh rqyuk esa lcls uhps LFky ij fLFkr gSA 
izFke ckr ;g fd nwj ls ns[kus ij ;g vklkuh ls voxr ugha gksrk vkSj 
nwljs bl ij <yku ls vkrs gq, ikuh dk dksbZ izHkko ugha iM+rk D;ksafd 
izkÑfrd :i ls vk;s ikuh dks fcuk fdlh iz;Ru d¢ [kkbZ esa Mkydj 
mi;ksx fd;k tk ldrk gSA

x<+ d¢ eq[; }kj dks ^v[k.M njokt+k* dgrs gSa] tks pkj jaxhu iRFkjksa dh 
ifV~V;ksa ls cuk gSA x<+ ds lkeus dh pkS[kV tks vc [kaMgj gks x;h gS] 
dk ekxZ egy ladqy esa igqapkrk gS tks jktegy dgykrk gSA ,d efLtn] 
,d u`R;'kkyk ftls jaxhuegy dgrs gSa rFkk ,d njckj gky tSlh dqN 
lajpuk,a rjk'ks gq, iRFkj rFkk xkjs ls cuh gqbZ gSaA nqxZ d¢ ckMs+ esa ,d 
pcwrjk gS] tks ;k rks eqgjZe dh bcknr d¢ nkSjku mi;ksx esa yk;k tkrk 
Fkk vFkok jktlh izakx.k jgk gksxk ftls jktk vius vkjke djus d¢ fy, 
mi;ksx esa ykrk gksxkA

;g ,d ,slk nqxZ gS tgk¡ fofHkUu izdkj dh ckjhd dykdkjh dh vkSj 
tfVyrk ls cuk;h xbZ rksisa ns[kus dks feyrh gSaA dqN ns[kus esa xksyeVksy 
NksVh lh gSa ijUrq mudh uyh d¢ Nsn cM+s eki d¢ vkSj izHkko'kkyh gSaA rksiksa 
d¢ ewB ij mRdh.kZ vkÑfr d¢ fo'ys"k.k d¢ fy, mUgsa ikl ls ns[kus dh 
vko';drk gSA muesa ls vfèkdrj eNyh d¢ vkdkj dh gSaA muesa ls ,d 
tks lcls cM+h gS og chtkiqj dh ml rksi d¢ leku gS] tks fd vuqeku 
d¢ vuqlkj ikap èkkrqvksa dh feJ èkkrq ls cuh gSA bl feJ èkkrq d¢ dqN 
fo'ks"k xq.k gS tSls fd ;g Hkh"k.kre xehZ d¢ ekSle esa Hkh xje ugha gksrh] 
{kfjr ugha gksrh] fofHkUu izdkj d¢ izkÑfrd izgkjksa dks lgu dj ldrh 
gSA ;g rksi vc Hkh yxHkx vius ewy :i esa gS vkSj bldh ?kweus dh 
izfØ;k vHkh Hkh dk;Z djrh gSA

22- ;knfxfj nqxZ

;knfxfj nqxZ dukZVd d¢ lcls cM+s nqxks± esa ls ,d gSA bldh okLrq'kSyh 
rFkk Hkou ;kstuk tSlh fo'ks"krk,a mYys[kuh; gSaA ;g nqxZ fo'kky ,dy 
iRFkj ij cuk gqvk gS tks yxHkx 850 ehVj yEck] 500 ehVj pkSM+k 
rFkk 100 ehVj Åapk gSA dY;k.k pkyqD;] ;kno] pksy] cgeuh lqYrku] 
vkfny'kkgh rFkk futke 'kkldksa us bl ij 'kklu fd;kA lw=ksa d¢ vuqlkj] 
bl nqxZ esa ikap f'kykys[k tks vyx&vyx le; ls lacafèkr gSa] ik, x;sA 
nqxZ d¢ }kj ekxZ ij fLFkr f'kykys[k d¢ vuqlkj] 'kkgiqj rkyqd d¢ xk¡o 
lkxj esa jgus okys ,d txUukFk uked O;fä us ;g nqxZ cuk;k FkkA

vius eki rFkk etcwrh d¢ vkèkkj ij bl nqxZ dh rqyuk eèkqfxfj] fp=nqxZ] 
csYykjh rFkk 'kkgiqj tSls nqxks± ls dh tk ldrh gSA ;s lHkh nqxZ pêkuh 
igkM+h d¢ Åij cgqryh; LFkku ij cus gq, gSaA

;knfxfj uxj igkM+h d¢ mÙkjh dksus d¢ vklikl clk gqvk gS] mlh vksj 
nqxZ dk izos'k ekxZ gSA ;g izos'kekxZ egk}kj dgykrk gSA egk}kj ls 
vkxs izos'k}kjksa dh ,d Ük`a[kyk gS tks okLro esa lqj{kk ladqy gSA leLr 
nqxhZdj.k bu ckgj ls vUnj rd izos'k}kjksa esa foHkkftr gSA lqj{kk ladqy 
d¢ ckn Åij igkM+h dh vksj tkrk gqvk ,d yEck xfy;kjk gS ftld¢ 
ck;ha rjQ Å¡ph nhokj rFkk nk;h vksj iRFkjksa dh lrg ls cuk ,d 
tyk'k; gS] bldh i`"BHkwfe esa ;knfxfj >hy gSA ;knfxfj esa nqxZ d¢ Hkhrj 
rFkk ckgj fueZy ty d¢ vusd lzksr FksA

igkM+h d¢ mÙkjh&if'peh iBkjh dksus ij nks ;k rhu cqtZ gSaA muesa ls ,d 
cqtZ ftl ij rksi j[kh gqbZ gS] bld¢ vafre Nksj ij ,d vjch vFkok 
Qkjlh dk f'kykys[k gSA vklikl d¢ bykdksa esa dbZ rksisa iM+h gqbZ gSaA 
;gk¡ ,d cM+h vk;rkdkj lajpuk Hkh gS tks flikfg;ksa dh cSjd izrhr 
gksrh gSA ;gk¡ ,d fo'kky x<+ksa dk tksM+k gS tks ijdksVksa dh nhokjksa ls 
vkil esa tqM+k gqvk gS rFkk bud¢ chp ,d NksVk xfy;kjk gSA ;g nqxZ 
dk if'peh }kj ekxZ gSA blls izrhr gksrk gS fd ;g okLro esa vPNs 
igjs ls lqjf{kr nqxZ FkkA

23- tynqxZ

tynqxZ dukZVd d¢ jk;pwj ftys dk ,d nqxhZÑr xk¡o gSA chtkiqj d¢ 
vkfny'kkgh jktkvksa us ;g nqxZ cuok;k FkkA Ñ".kk unh }kjk ,d }hi 
lewg dh lajpuk dh x;h gSA okLro esa Ñ".kk unh jk;pwj rFkk ;knfxfj 
dh lhek js[kk,a fuèkkZfjr djrh gSA tynqxZ] }hi dh if'peh uksd ij 
gSA ¼ty$nqxZ½ tynqxZ dk uke }hi nqxZ ¼}hi$nqxZ½ Hkh gSA Ñ".kk unh 
igkM+h d¢ iwohZ fdukjs dks ?ksjrh gqbZ cgrh gS ftlls vklikl d¢ {ks=ksa ls 
nqxZ rd igq¡puk dfBu gks tkrk gSA blfy, ;g nqxZ d¢ fy, ,d vkn'kZ 
LFkku gSA nqxZ vc [kaMgj voLFkk esa gS nqxZ d¢ Åij ,d le; esa ,d 
egy rFkk ,d rg[kkuk FkkA

nf{k.kh fdukjs ij ,d Å¡ph cuh lajpuk gSA ,d cqtZ Hkh cuk gqvk gS 
ftlls nqxZ vkSj }hi dks fcuk fdlh #dkoV d¢ ns[kk tk ld¢A igkM+h dh 
fupyh lrg ls Åij pksVh rd nqxZ d¢ [kaMgj ns[ks tk ldrs gSaA ;gk¡ 
jktkvksa dh dczsa gSa ftu ij dksbZ igpku fpºu ugha gSaA ;gha ij laxes'oj 
ekrk dk rFkk ;sYyEek eafnj Hkh gSA Ñ".kk unh dk fdukjk ckywnkj ugha 
gS] ijUrq ;gk¡ eUèku eMqoq dgykus okys fpdus xksy iRFkj gSaA tynqxZ 
ij ,d NksVk iRFkj gS ftl ij mnwZ rFkk nsoukxjh fyfi dk f'kykys[k 
gSA LFkkuh; ekU;rkuqlkj ;g ,d lanwd tSlk iRFkj unh esa Nqik gqvk gS 
ftlesa lar olo..kk d¢ fy[ks gq, ,d yk[k Nan gSa tks lkjh nqfu;k ls 
xqIr j[ks x;sA

;g nqxZ yxHkx "kV~dks.kh; gS ftld¢ nksuksa foijhr fdukjksa ij canjxkg gSaA 
bld¢ eè; Hkkx esa ,d eafnj gS] eq[; jkLrs f=Tth; gSa rFkk loksZPp Hkouksa 
ls f?kjs gq, gSa tSls fd jktegy] eaf=;ksa d¢ Hkou] lkoZtfud dk;kZy;] 
izHkko'kkyh O;fä;ksa d¢ Hkou] czkã.kksa d¢ ?kj bR;kfnA blesa jgus okyksa dh 
lqj{kk d¢ lHkh cqfu;knh mik; rFkk 'k=q dks vUnj vkus ls jksdus d¢ lHkh 
lkèkuksa dk è;ku j[kk x;k gS ftl d¢ dkj.k ;g ,d lqjf{kr nqxZ jgkA

24- rksjxy nqxZ

gkys rksjxy jkenqxZ rkyqd esa eyizHkk unh d¢ fdukjs fLFkr gSA fot;uxj 
d¢ iru d¢ ckn rksjxy eqxyksa rFkk ejkBkvksa ds vfèkdkj esa vk;kA ,slk 
ekuk tkrk gS fd f'kokth us bls cuok;k ;k bldk foLrkj djok;k FkkA

nqxZ dh nhokjksa ij nks Qkjlh f'kykys[k ik, x;sA muesa ls ,d 1535 
bZ- esa bczkghe ds le; dk gS] bld¢ fuekZ.k dk mYys[k djsa ;k 'kk;n 
bld¢ fuekZ.k d¢ foLrkj dk] rks ;g ,d vCnqy vt+ht d¢ csVs bLekby 
uked O;fä us fd;k FkkA mld¢ uhps dqN dUuM+ dh iafä;ksa dk nwljk 
f'kykys[k 1583 bZ- dk bczkghe f}rh; d¢ le; dk gS] ;g nqxZ d¢ vU; 
Hkkx d¢ fuekZ.k ds fo"k; esa gSA

;g nqxZ eyizHkk unh d¢ fdukjs igkM+h Hkw&Hkkx ij fLFkr gSA bld¢ nks 
izos'kekxZ gSa] ,d if'pe dh vksj [kqyrk gS rFkk nwljk mÙkj iwoZ dh vksj 
[kqyus okyk eq[; }kj gSA nqxZ dh nhokjsa lqanj uewus vkSj vuqdYiksa ls 

lth gqbZ gSA gYdh uDdk'khnkj iRFkj dh nhokj lkekU;r% ;gk¡ ik;h 
tkrh gSaA dqN uewus okLro esa vn~Hkqr rFkk fofp= gSaA mnkgj.k d¢ fy, 
,d uDdk'kh gS ftlesa ,d eNyh rFkk nks vU; tho gSa ftud¢ 'kjhj gal 
d¢ leku gSa ijUrq flj lk¡iksa dh rjg izrhr gksrs gSaA

rksjxy xk¡o esa ,d nwljs dh vksj eqag fd;s nks tqM+oka pkyqD; eafnj gSaA 
nqxZ d¢ Hkhrj HkwrukFk eafnj dk fo'kky ladqy gSA nwljk eafnj] tks leku 
;kstuk rFkk eki dk gS] d¢ xHkZx`g esa nsoh dh ewfrZ LFkkfir gSA mÙkjh izos'k 
ekxZ ls ladqy esa izos'k djus ij ,d NksVk lk fot;uxj 'kSyh dk x.kifr 
eafnj gSA dqy feykdj ;gk¡ ukS eafnj gSaA  xHkZx`g d¢ pkjksa vksj buesa ls 
d¢oy HkwrukFk eafnj dh lajpuk gS] ftldh eqaMsjksa ij dqN dkeksÙkstd 
ewfrZ;k¡ cuh gqbZ Fkha] tks vc èoLr gks x;h gSaA HkwrukFk eafnj dh okLrqdyk 
rFkk ewfrZdyk vlkèkkj.k :i esa [ktqjkgks eafnjksa d¢ leku gSaA bld¢ vfr-
fjä] nqxZ esa rhu efLtnsa] pkj njxkg rFkk nks dczsa gSaA ;g NksVk lk xzke 
nqxZ vius Lekjd] eafnjksa rFkk ewfrZ;ksa d¢ dkj.k jkspd i;ZVd d¢anz gS vkSj 
foxr le; dh ,sfrgkfld ?kVukvksa dk izfrfcEc HkhA

25- fdêwj psuEek nqxZ

psuEek nqxZ ,d egku ,sfrgkfld Lekjd gS rFkk dukZVd dk eq[; i;ZVd 
vkd"kZ.k gSA ;g fdêwj psuEek nqxZ d¢ uke ls Hkh tkuk tkrk gSA ;g 
csyxke ls 50 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij rFkk èkkjokM+ ls 32 fd-eh- dh nwjh ij 
fLFkr gSA fdêwj psuEek nqxZ] jkuh psuEek d¢ usr`Ro esa fd;s x;s egku 
Lora=rk la?k"kZ dk lk{kh gSA bldk egÙo d¢oy bld¢ okLrqf'kYi d¢ fy, 
gh ugha gS] vfirq ;g ,d lkgl rFkk efgyk lEeku dk izrhd gSA

;g nqxZ dkys vflrk'e pêkuh iRFkj ls fufeZr gS ysfdu orZeku esa ;g 
,d [kaMgj d¢ vykok dqN ugha gSA nqxZ d¢ nksuksa vksj NksVh nhokj ls 
rVcaèku cuk j[ks gSaA bld¢ vUnj ,d izkphu nwjchu gS ftls jkuh psuEek 
izkr%dky èkqzo u{k= dks ns[kus d¢ fy, mi;ksx esa ykrh FkhaaA bl nwjchu 
dh ns[kHkky vc ugha gks ikrhA bl nqxZ esa ,d lqUnj izdks"B ¼cjkenk½ 
ftldh yEckbZ pkSM+kbZ 100 QhV x 30 QhV Fkh vkSj ;g 'kh'ke d¢ [kEHkksa 
ij fVdk gqvk Fkk ijUrq vc [kEHks rFkk Nr nksuksa gh gVk fn, x;s gSa vkSj 
bl nqxZ esa ,d laxzgky; Hkh gS ftlesa izn'kZu d¢ fy, izkphu oLrq,a tSls 
ryokjsa] <ky rFkk ydM+h d¢ njokts bR;kfn j[ks x;s gSaA

bldh nhokj d¢ lkFk [kkbZ Hkh bl nqxZ dks ?ksjs gq, gSA laHkor% iwohZ nhokj 
d¢ ikl cuh gqbZ >hy esa ls ikuh bl [kkbZ esa vkrk FkkA izos'k ekxZ d¢ 
nksuksa vksj dh Nkofu;ka] lhesaV rFkk ckyw d¢ feJ.k ls IykLVj djd¢ iqu% 
LFkkfir dh x;h gSaA egy ladqy esa lEesyu bR;kfn d¢ fy, ,d cM+s ls 
njckj dh lajpuk dh xbZ Fkh ftls ̂ njckj egy* dgrs FksA ;g nqxZ d¢oy 
okLrqf'kYi dk izrhd gh ugha vfirq ,d egku fonzksg dk Lej.k djkrk 
gS] tks vaxzstksa dh uhfr ^MkWfDVªu vkWQ ySIl* d¢ fo#) fd;k x;k FkkA



1. Banavasi Fort
Banavasi is an ancient temple town in Uttara Kannada district 
in Karnataka. It is 374 kilometres away from Bengaluru. 
It is one of the ancient towns of India which has been 
mentioned in the Mahabharata epic. Banavasi has been called 
as “Jaladurga” or Water Fort by the Aihole inscription of 
Pulkeshi II probably because the river Varadha flows around 
the town on three sides. It used to lie in the rain forests of 
Western Ghats making its access very difficult.
At one point of time the extant fort walls used to enclose part 
of the present village of Banavasi. The Chutus, a feudatory of 
the imperial Satavahanas made Banavasi its capital and later 
on it was ruled by the Kadambas. However, only the ruins and 
few remains of the fort can be seen today.
The fort was built at the sharp curve of the river Varadha, the 
point at which the river from the north-western direction used 
to take an easterly turn abruptly. The river flowed in a zigzag 
way thus providing considerable protection on the southern 
side. The total length of the fort wall measured 2140 meters. 
There used to be a moat along the exterior slope. The width of 
the moat was about 12m at the base and about 22m at the top. 
There were two main gates, one on the north and the other on 
the south-east. There was a small gate on the west almost in 
the mid-way of the western wing of the fort-wall which is in 
ruins. It was not meant for regular and common entrance, but 
to be used in times of danger by people for escape.
Originally, the fort wall was built of bricks during the reign of 
the Chutus, a feudatory of the Satavahanas. Thereafter, during 
the reign of Kadambas, the fort was enlarged and fortified 
with laterite stones, bricks and mud. 
2.  Malkhed Fort
Manyakheta or modern Malkhed is located on the banks of 
Kagina River in Gulbarga district, Karnataka. Malkhed was 
the capital of the powerful Rashtrakuta empire from 814 C.E. 
to 968 C.E. Malkhed had a glorious past under the Rashtrakuta 
dynasty, particularly under the Emperor Amoghavarsha 
Nrupatunga, who ruled for 64 years and penned the first 
classical Kannada work, Kavirajamarga. Amoghavarsha 
and scholars such as mathematician Mahaveeracharya, and 
intellectuals Jinasenacharya, Gunabhadracharya helped to 
spread Jainism in the region. After the fall of the Rashtrakutas, 
it remained the capital of their successors, the Kalyani 
Chalukyas or Western Chalukyas till about 1050 C.E. 
There used to be two forts: a large outer fort at the ground 
level and within it, a small fort on the artificially elevated 
ground. Architecturally too, the outer and the inner differed 
considerably. It appears that the outer was much earlier than 
the inner. The outer fort was irregularly polygonal. The width 
of the wall was 3 m and the wall rose to a height of 6 m. It 
had two exits, one near the north-west corner looking west 
and another in the middle of the eastern side looking east. 
The citadel within the fort was meant for the rulers and their 
important officials. But this fort including the citadel was 
destroyed ultimately perhaps during severe conflicts between 
the Rashtrakutas and the Cholas. Within the fort is, at present, 
a Jaina temple and a few sculptures, door frames, pillars of 
some temples of the Rashtrakuta period.  
Later a Muslim chieftain owing allegiance to the Bahamanis 
perhaps built the fort with considerable modifications. Within 
the fort is Jamma Masjid, Kali Masjid together with a colossal 
bastion known as 'Upli Burj'. Malkhed was subjected to series 
of unspeakable destructions by the Cholas and later by the 

Muslims during the Sultanate and Mughal periods.
3. Badami Fort
Badami, formerly known as Vatapi, is a taluk in the Bagalkot 
district of Karnataka. It was the regal capital of the Badami 
Chalukyas from 540 to 757 C.E. It is famous for rock-cut and 
other structural temples. Badami may be termed as hill cum 
land fort. It is situated at the mouth of a ravine between two 
extremely rocky hills on its north and south and a dam to the 
east at the foothills forming a large reservoir between them.
The fortifications consisted originally of a lower fort 
consisting of a bastioned wall enclosing the town and on a 
level with the plain commanded by two small but strong forts 
on the hills. The fort on the south hill is called Ranmandal 
or the Battlefield fort and that on the north hill, is called the 
Bande Kote or Fifty two rocks fort. The city was defended 
on the east by stone and mud walls with loop-holed parapets 
and on the west further protected by deep and broad ditches.
The fort on the north-hill is a very good instance of Giridurga. 
The fort wall is semi-circular raised all along the edge of the 
high hill serving as a bastion providing a view of the plains. 
The fort is irregularly polygonal and the height of the wall 
also varies between 2m to 6m. The south fort stands on the 
summit of a cliff. The rock is separated from the mass of the 
main hill by an impressive chasm, 26 to 60 feet deep and 18 
to 30 feet broad. It is approached by a flight of steps through a 
narrow valley. The walls have circular bastions on the outside 
and on the top is an irregularly pentagonal citadel. 
Pulkeshi I shifted the capital of his kingdom to Badami and 
also made tremendous effort to construct a fort on the high hill 
plateau. His only known inscription dated 543 C.E essentially 
speaks of the construction of the fort, the only one known so far 
belonging to the period of ancient Karnataka. 
4. Vijayanagar Fort 
Under the guidance of sage Vidyaranya, Harihar and Bukka 
founded in 1335 a city on the banks of the Tungabhadra river 
which was named Vijayanagar in Bellary district in Karnataka.
The kingdom prospered under their rule but it was constantly 
in conflict with the neighbouring powers like the Bahamani 
kingdom. To protect the city Harihar II (1399-1406) 
raised walls and towers of the fort and strengthened their 
fortifications. The city was further strengthened by Devaraya 
II (1422-1446). The Persian traveller Abdul Razak who 
visited the city in 1443 tells us that the fortress of Vijayanagar 
is in the form of a circle situated on the summit of a hill.
The fortifications of the city were no doubt formidable. It 
was surrounded by deep moats which prevented the enemy 
from coming near the walls. It was equipped with up-to-
date weapons of offence and defence. On the walls were set 
up catapults which showered stones, clubs and viable axes 
upon the enemy, causing much harm. Explosive weapons 
were also used in defending the fort against the invaders. 
There were various gateways, namely the Kampli gateway, 
Sandur gateway, Hospet gateway, Kamalapura gateway and 
Mallapura gateway. All these gates were connected with high 
walls and hill ranges concentrically. The defence of the fort 
was left in the hands of Amaranayakas in whom the Raja had 
great confidence.
Krishnadevaraya who ascended the throne in 1509 added 
several buildings in the capital. But a battle on 23 January 
1565 at Talikota completely destroyed Vijayanagar. It was a 
watershed battle fought between the Vijayanagar Empire and 
the Deccan Sultanates of Ahmednagar, Bidar, Bijapur and 
Golconda, who had formed a grand alliance which caused the 
end of the Vijayanagar Empire, the last great Hindu kingdom 
in South India.

5. Gulbarga Fort
The fort of Gulbarga located in Karnataka was a Naradurga 
with no natural defences. The fort had 15 towers and probably 
26 guns, including one 25 feet long. The fort stands to the 
north-west of the city and has a rectangular plan. It is enclosed 
by a double wall (50 feet thick) with bastions at intervals and 
surrounded by a deep and wide moat. The really massive 
projecting bastions held revolving platforms for cannon. 
There were machicolations, merlons and embrasures with 
loopholes for musketry. 
There were two gateways, one in the middle of the east wall 
and other in the middle of the west wall. The outer barbican 
gate of the east gateway is destroyed. On the either side of this 
50 feet long gateway are large guard rooms.
The west gate was a formidable structure and was protected 
by an outwork, now in ruins. It projects out as a spectacular 
horn work beyond the fort and includes a succession of four 
doors and four strongly defended courts. The entrance was 
further defended by three tiers of powerful iron chains which, 
in times of attack, were fixed across the opening in front of 
the door. The two-leaved door is still in its position, iron clad 
and armoured with spikes. 
Alone among Indian forts, Gulbarga boasted a huge, 
formidable dungeon the Bala Hissar. Rectangular, with four 
great towers, its grey-black sandstone walls have no opening 
below the level of the crenellations except the entrance, high 
up on the north face at the head of a long, exposed flight of 
steps. It was in the centre of the fort, used as a residence and 
place of last refuge.
6. Jamia Mosque, Gulbarga Fort
Gulbarga's Jamia Mosque, built in 1367 by Rafi of Kazvin, is 
unique in India in that it is completely covered, with a dome 
over the mihrab, domes at each corner and more than 70 
smaller domes. There is no open courtyard and it measures 
216 feet by 176 feet – all light comes from the arcades. 
Towards the east of the city are Bahmani tombs - squares with 
large domes. They are simple domed cubes of plastered rubble 
in northern style. But the mausoleum of Firoz Shah does bear 
some Hindu decoration, though this remained uncommon in 
the Deccan until the time of the Adil Shahi dynasty towards 
the end of the 15th century C.E. One of the tombs – of Khwaja 
Banda Nawaz- is venerated by all communities. The arches of 
these buildings are in Bahmani style and paintings on walls 
are in Persian style.
The revolt of the Muslim officers appointed from Delhi 
resulted in founding of the Bahmani Sultanate in 1347 C.E. 
by Hassan Gangu, who chose Gulbarga to be his capital and 
adorned it with buildings. 
Gulbarga continued to play an important role till 1429 when 
Ahmad Shah shifted his capital to Bidar. With the transfer 
of the capital, Gulbarga lost its place of pride. In 1520 
Krishnadevaraya of Vijayanagar invaded Gulbarga, razed the 
fortress to the ground. Later Ali Adil Shah defeated the king 
of Vijayanagar and, as per inscriptions, repaired the Gulbarga 
Fort. In 1657 Aurangzeb, then governor of Deccan succeeded 
in conquering Bijapur and Gulbarga. Later Gulbarga changed 
hands and became a part of the Nizam's kingdom.
7. Bidar Fort
Located on the Deccan Plateau in the north-eastern part of 
Karnataka, Bidar is situated 740 kms north of Bengaluru. The 
Bidar fort is irregular rhomboid in shape and is one of the 
most formidable forts of the country. The total circuit of the 
ramparts is over 3 miles and it has 37 bastions and five gates. 
The fort is surrounded by glacis and moats in the form of 
triple channel with partition walls hewn out of solid rocks 
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which are a special feature of Bidar. The walls, bastions, 
gates and barbicans of Bidar, which are still intact, are some 
of the most sophisticated architectural features in India. The 
Munde Burj is the most prominent bastion commanding the 
approach with heavy guns and loopholes. The main entrance 
to the fort is from the town through a triple gate. The first 
was defended by a moat, now filled in, and was closed by 
two doors in succession, the outer door being studded with 
spikes.
The gateways are skillfully designed, having strong 
barbicans. The gateways on the east side, standing high 
above the plain, are approached through steep and winding 
tunnels. The citadel was formerly cut off from the rest of the 
fort by a wall, now largely destroyed, occupies the highest 
spot and, in addition to its gate from the fort, has a strong 
postern. Inside the town-walls and the fort are many old 
buildings. The more important of them are Royal Kitchen, 
Tarkash Mahal, Lal Bagh, Gagan Mahal, Rangin Mahal, 
Takhat Mahal, and so on. The madrassa of Mahmud Gawan 
is one of the noteworthy monuments of Bidar. 
The Bahamani rulers did not take too long to realize that 
Gulbarga being nearer to their rival Vijayanagar was not too 
secure a place for the capital. Comparatively Bidar was more 
secure and also climatically better. In 1429 Ahmad Shah 
Wali shifted the Bahamani capital from Gulbarga to Bidar. 
It is believed that the building of the city and fort of Bidar 
commenced sometime in 1429, when the king Ahmad Shah 
Wali returned from the conquest of Kherla, and the operation 
lasted for three years and was completed in 1432. 
8. Bijapur Fort
Bijapur was once the capital of the Adil Shahi dynasty and it is 
located in the district of the same name in the present Karnataka 
state. The fort is roughly oval-shaped in plan, the western part being 
broader, with wide moat (36m wide), filled with water besides tall 
and formidable defence curtains interconnected by colossal watch 
towers and gun bastions. The area covered by the fort is 4km east-
west and 3.25 km north-south. Bijapur fort is the most spacious 
fort of the Muslim rulers in Karnataka. The fort has five important 
gateways - Mecca Gate on the west, Shahpur Gate at the north–
west, Bahamani Gate on the north,  Allapur Gate on the east and 
Fateh Gate on the south-east. 
In addition to the main gateways, there are three colossal watch 
towers (burj), almost at regular intervals, one being the Feringi 
Burj which accommodates several pieces of cannon. The fort 
has a number of guns, some are famous, one of them being 
Malik-i-Maidan (March of the Field). The citadel popularly 
known as the Arkquila is roughly located in the centre of the 
fort.  The Arkquila is a treasury of artistic buildings consisting 
of palaces, arches, tombs, gateways, minarets all carved with 
rich brown basalt rock. The most important of them being 
the Gol Gumbaz, the tomb of Sultan Mohammad Ali Shah, 
regarded as one of the most remarkable buildings in the world. 
The prominent palaces are the Chini Mahal, Anand Mahal, 
Adalat Mahal, Asar Mahal, Gagan Mahal and Sat Manjil.
In the wake of the breakup of the Bahamani Kingdom, Yusuf 
Adil Shah (1489-1510), who was a governor under the 
Bahamani Sultan Muhammad Shah II (1482-1515) of Bidar, 
declared independence and founded a new dynasty of rulers 
in Bijapur, known as the Adil Shahis. From the early part 
of the 16th century to the middle of 17th century, vigorous 
structural activity in Bijapur resulted in the appearance of 
monuments of wonder and grandeur.
9. Raichur Fort
Raichur, on the banks of the Tungabhadra river, is the 
headquarters of Raichur district. It is located 409 kms from 
the state capital, Bengaluru.

The original fort at Raichur, according to a long inscription 
on a slab on the western wall, was built by Raja Vitthala on 
the order of the Kakatiya queen, Rudramma Devi, in the last 
decade of the 13th century. It came into the possession of the 
Bahamanis and later Adil Shahis during the 15th and 16th 
centuries.
Adil Shahi rulers made several additions and modifications 
to the fortifications and built the outer fort wall. The 
walls of this fort are constructed of huge blocks of well-
dressed and nicely fitted stones, without the aid of any 
cementing material. The outer wall, which is constructed of 
comparatively rough stone masonry, however, is the work 
of the Muslims, as is shown by the various inscriptions in 
Arabic and Persian on its bastions and gateways. There are 
two gateways in the inner fortifications (Sailani darwaza 
in the west and Sikandari darwaza in the east) and five in 
the outer fortifications (Mecca in the west, Naurangi in the 
north, Kati in the east, Khandak in the south and Doddi in the 
eastern side). The outer wall is enclosed by a deep moat on 
three sides, the fourth (or the southern) side being naturally 
defended by a row of three rocky hills, all fortified with 
massive ramparts. The outer fort is considerably larger than 
the inner fort.
The Bala Hissar or citadel, situated on the middle and loftiest 
of the hills on the southern side, stands on an irregularly 
shaped platform supported on stone masonry piled up with 
on rough boulders. It contains mainly, a Durbar Hall, a small 
one-arched mosque in Bijapur style, a dargah called Panch 
Bibi Dargah and a square cistern now filled up with earth. 
10. Shahpur Fort
Shahpur is a town located in Karnataka and it is about 500 kms 
north of Bengaluru. Shahpur fort is of irregular shape built on 
precipitous rocks which originally formed the principal defences 
of the fort. The two arched gateways of the Shahpur fort which 
are attached with the fortification walls are in ruins. One of 
them has Persian inscription on top. The fort is dominated by a 
great attainable conical hill, on which the citadel stands making 
it impregnable. To reach the citadel one has to pass through 
triple wall fortification built of masonry in lime-mortar. The 
inner walls also have bastions with battlements. Entrance to the 
inner circle is through small doorways. Between the ramparts 
are several stone structures of various dimensions, serving 
different purposes.
Of the seven inscriptions at Shahpur fort, the earliest dated 
1555, describes that the fort was built by Ibrahim Adil 
Shah I through one Muhammad Yusuf. He strengthened the 
bastions and curtains. It is interesting to note that even in the 
inscriptions carved on Shahpur fort and the town gateway 
(Gogi Darwaza) the name Shahpur does not appear. As per 
the mythology,  the name of Shahpur is 'Sagar'. But in its 
place the name Nusratbad is mentioned which was given by 
Adil Shahi rulers. 
11. Belgaum Fort
One of the oldest forts in Karnataka, the Belgaum fort 
played host to a multitude of dynasties, from the Rattas, the 
Vijayanagar emperors, Bijapur Sultans, Marathas and finally 
the British. During the freedom movement of India, Mahatma 
Gandhi was imprisoned here. The Belgaum fort is also an 
embodiment of the legacy of religious tolerance in Belgaum 
as there are a number of sacred shrines pertaining to different 
religions. The fort has Hindu, Jain and Muslim architectural 
influence with temples and mosques located within its limits, 
indicating cultural syncretism. The architectural styles seen 
in the mosques are of the Indo-Saracenic and Deccan type. 
There are two Hindu shrines at the fort entrance - one devoted 
to Ganesha and another to goddess Durga. There are two Jain 

temples inside the fort, the Kamal Basadi, with the Neminatha 
idol in black stone is more famous. It was built in the Chalukyan 
style in 1204 C.E. The other temple called the Chikki Basadi is 
in ruins. It was once considered as a “remarkable piece of Jain 
architecture”. It had a frontage, which was ornamented with 
rows of dancing figurines, musicians, and trimmed flowers. The 
fort has two mosques or masjids, namely the Safa Masjid and 
Jamia Masjid; the former mosque is the most frequented by the 
Muslim population of the city of Belgaum.
Located in an undulating plain land, the fort is of oval shape 
and is surrounded by a deep and wide moat excavated in 
soft red stone. It was originally built by Jaya Raya, also 
called Bichi Raja, an ally of the Ratta Dynasty, in 1204 
C.E. However Jakub Ali Khan of the Bijapur Sultanate is 
responsible for transforming the fort into an invincible 
fortress surrounded by a deep moat, huge walls, bastions, 
battlements and parapets. In 1686, the Mughal emperor 
Aurangzeb defeated the Bijapur Sultanate, and Belgaum 
came under his control.
12. Bellary Fort
Bellary is a historic city in Bellary district in the state of 
Karnataka. The Bellary fort is built on top of Ballari Gudda 
(hill in Kannada) or the Fort Hill. The fort is divided as 
the Upper Fort and the Lower Fort. The Upper Fort is a 
polygonal walled building on the summit, with only one 
approach, and has no accommodation for a garrison. The 
Upper Fort consists of a citadel on the summit of the rock 
at approximately 2000 feet, guarded by three outer lines of 
fortification, one below the other. It contains several cisterns, 
excavated in the rock. 
The turreted rampart is surrounded by a ditch and covered way. 
There is only one way up to the fort, which is a winding rocky 
path amongst the boulders. On the top, outside the citadel is a 
small temple, the remains of some cells and several deep pools 
of water. Within the citadel are several strongly constructed 
buildings, and an ample water supply from reservoirs 
constructed in the clefts of the rocks. 
The Lower Fort lies at the eastern base of the rock and 
measures about half a mile in diameter, and probably had an 
arsenal and barracks. It consists of a surrounding rampart, 
numerous bastions, faced by a deep ditch and glacis. The 
entrance to the Lower Fort is via two gates, one each on the 
western and eastern sides. Just outside the eastern gates of 
the Lower Fort is a temple dedicated to Lord Hanuman - the 
Kote Anjaneya Temple. 
The Fort was built round the hill during Vijayanagar times by 
Hande Hanumappa Nayaka. Hyder Ali, who took possession 
of the fort from the Hande Nayaka family in 1769, got 
the fort renovated and modified with the help of a French 
engineer. The Lower Fort was added by Hyder Ali around 
the eastern half of the hill. Legend has it that the unfortunate 
French engineer was hanged, for overlooking the fact that the 
neighbouring Kumbara Gudda is taller than Ballari Gudda, 
thus compromising the secrecy and command of the fort. 
13. Bengaluru Fort
Bengaluru fort is located on the Deccan Plateau in the 
south-eastern part of Karnataka. The fort at Bengaluru had 
a perimeter of about one mile; it was of solid masonry, 
surrounded by a wide ditch which was commanded from 26 
towers placed at intervals along the ramparts. To its north 
lay the fortified town, several miles in circumference and 
protected by a rampart constituting of a deep belt of thorn 
and cactus, and a small ditch. 
Bengaluru fort was originally built as a mud fort in 1537 by 
Kempe Gowda a feudatory of the Vijayanagar empire and 
the founder of Bengaluru. 



After the fall of the Vijayanagara empire, Bengaluru's rule 
changed hands several times. In 1638, a large Bijapur army 
led by Ranadulla Khan and accompanied by Shahji Bhonsle 
defeated Kempe Gowda III and Bengaluru was given to him as a 
jagir. Later on, Bengaluru was sold to Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar 
(1673–1704) of Mysuru for 3,00,000 rupees. In 1759, Hyder Ali, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Mysuru Army, proclaimed himself 
the de facto ruler of Mysuru. He converted the fort into a stone 
fort in 1761. It was here that Hyder Ali imprisoned David Baird, 
along with a number of other army officers of the British. The 
fort stands as a witness to the struggle of the Mysuru Emperor 
against the British domination.
The kingdom later passed to Hyder Ali's son Tipu Sultan, known 
as the Tiger of Mysore. Bengaluru Fort was a stronghold of Tipu 
Sultan. He later extended the fort and it came to be known as 
the Tipu Sultan Fort. The intricately carved arches of the fort 
have been built as per the Islamic style. Another major attraction 
of the fort is also the well-preserved Ganapati temple situated 
inside it.
14. Chitradurga Fort
Chitradurga fort is situated in the Chitradurga district of 
Karnataka. It is located approximately120 kms from Hampi, and 
approximately 200 kms from Bengaluru. Chitradurga is formed 
of two words in the Kannada language: 'chitra' means “picture” 
and 'durga' means “fort”. It is locally known as 'Yelusuttina Kote' 
or “Seven circles fort”. The Chinmuladri range constituting of 
seven hills is enclosed by a series of seven concentric fortification 
walls which is the Chitradurga fort. Each wall has a gate with an 
ascending access through winding, and turning narrow corridors 
which would make it difficult to use elephants for attacking the 
fort or to break down the gates. Small embrasures in the fort 
walls were provided for use by archers to shoot arrows at the 
enemy. Four gates were provided in the outer most walls. The 
four gates (called 'Bagilu' in Kannada) are called Rangayyana 
Bagilu, the second one called Siddayyana Bagilu, third one is 
called the Ucchangi Bagilu and fourth one is named Lalkote 
Bagilu. 
The area covered by the fort is reported to be 1,500 acres. The 
total length of the fort walls is about 8 kms. The impregnable 
fortification for defence purposes consisted of gateways, 
posterior entrances, water tanks and watch towers to guard and 
keep vigil on the enemy incursions. The storage ware-houses, 
pits and reservoirs were primarily designed to ensure food, water 
and military supplies required to endure a long siege. Uniquely, 
all these facilities are still well conserved. Initially, it was built in 
mud but was subsequently strengthened in stretches with granite 
stone slabs in the 18th century C.E. An outstanding feature 
noticed in several stretches of the fort walls is that no cementing 
material has been used in joining the large granite cubes that 
have been neatly sized, cut, trimmed and placed in position. 
The fort was built in stages between the 10th and 18th centuries 
by the dynastic rulers of the region, including the Rashtrakutas, 
Chalukyas and Hoysalas. However, the Nayakas of Chitradurga, 
or Palegar Nayakas, were solely responsible for the expansion 
of the fort as the dynastic reign of the Nayakas lasted for over 
200 years. The Chitradurga fort was their stronghold and the 
very heart of their province until Madakari Nayaka V, its last 
ruler was defeated by Hyder Ali of Mysore Kingdom. The fort 
thus stands as a tribute to the Nayakas who ruled this part of 
Karnataka.
15. Seringapatam Fort
The ancient fortress city of Seringapatam (now called 
Srirangapatna or Srirangapatnam) was located on an island 
in the Cauvery river approximately 15 kms from Mysuru and 
approximately 120 kms from Bengaluru. The island fort has 
an attractive walled courtyard with reliefs of serpents beneath 

banyan trees leading to the Water Gate. Tipu's summer palace is 
just outside the east side of the fort, a confection of red and white 
vertically striped walls in a garden. Its wall paintings, depicting 
Colonel Baillie's defeat at the hands of Haider Ali, were restored 
by Wellesley and later repainted on the orders of Lord Dalhousie. 
He also gave the double doors, rosewood inlaid with ivory, for 
the mausoleum of Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan, which stands in 
the Lalbagh further east. The memorial of Colonel Baillie, who 
died a prisoner, is nearby.
It was the capital for the Muslim rulers of the kingdom of 
Mysore, Haidar Ali (1722 – 1782) and his son, Tipu Sultan (1753 
–1799). The name is derived from the ancient Hindu temple of 
Sri Ranganatha Swami (the Hindu god Vishnu), which is located 
at the western end of the island. The city became the site of two 
of the most famous sieges of the Anglo-Mysore Wars (in 1792 
and 1799).
The Siege of Seringapatam (5 April – 4 May 1799) was the 
final confrontation of the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War between 
the British East India Company and the Kingdom of Mysuru. 
The British achieved a decisive victory after breaching the walls 
of the fortress at Seringapatam and storming the citadel. Tipu 
Sultan, Mysuru's ruler, was killed in the action. The British 
restored the Wodeyar dynasty to the throne after the victory, but 
retained indirect control of the kingdom.
16. Mudgal Fort
Mudgal fort is situated in the Raichur district of Karnataka. 
Mudgal has strong fortifications of stone walls and strong circular 
bastions of irregular shape. It has a double wall fortification. The 
first entrance has strong wooden gate with long projecting iron 
spikes. At the outer gateway column, there are four hooked iron 
chains. Originally they were longer, they were probably meant to 
tie across the gateway for protection. The second gate is entered 
through horn-shaped arrangement and has guard rooms on either 
side. The battlements are strong with machicolation. 
The outer fort has a wide moat, which is filled with water. 
The width of the moat varies, being as much as 50 yards 
at several places. Behind the moat, there is a scarp with a 
row of bastions and after that, a narrow covered passage and 
adjoining it the counter scarp with very massive bastions. 
From the arrangement of the existing fort, it is apparent that 
the fort was rebuilt after the inventions of guns. The courses 
of masonry at several places are of Hindu style, but the arch-
shaped parapet is of Muslim design. The moat and the row of 
bastions together offer a pleasing view.
Mudgal was originally an outpost of the Kakatiya kingdom. It 
passed hands from the Yadavas to the Delhi Sultans, Vijayanagar 
and the Bahamani kingdom. When Adil Shahi kingdom was 
established, the fort was part of the kingdom. The Adil Shahs 
rebuilt it and strengthened the defences of the fort. Several 
inscriptions at Mudgal fort belong to Bijapur rulers like Ali Adil 
Shah I (1558-80) and Ibrahim Adil Shah II (1580-1627).
17. Jamalabad Fort
Jamalabad fort, located 8 kms north of Beltangadi town, 
(approximately 65 kms from Mangaluru) is 1788 ft above sea 
level and was formerly called Narasimha Ghada, which refers 
to the granite hill on which the fort is built. It is also referred to 
locally as 'Jamalagadda'.
The fort is inaccessible other than via a narrow path, with nearly 
1876 steps to the fort that are cut out of the granite hill and lead 
all the way to the top through the fort to the summit. 
Inside the citadel there is only one tank to store water and the 
remains of  a single cannon on the hillock. Nothing much of the 
fort remains except hints of the fort wall with parapets. The fort 
was built by Tipu Sultan in 1794 and named after his mother, 
Jamalabee. The fort is said to have been built over the ruins of 
an older structure. The fort was captured by the British in 1799 

during the Fourth Anglo-Mysore war. 
18. Devanahalli Fort 
Devanahalli fort is located approximately 35 kms north of 
Bengaluru city, in Karnataka. The present fort was built of stone 
by Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. It is spread over an area of 20 
acres. The roughly oval east oriented fortification veneered with 
dressed masonry has as many as 12 semi-circular bastions at 
regular intervals. A spacious battlement is provided towards the 
inner side of the fortification. The fort has entrances decorated 
with cut plasterwork at the east and west. The entrances are quite 
small, comfortable enough for the horses of yore. The bastions 
are provided with gun points built with lime and brick. The 
house in which Tipu and Hyder Ali lived also exists till date. The 
house of Dewan Purnaiah, a high ranking official in Hyder Ali 
and Tipu Sultan's court, is also located inside the fort. 
It was originally built in 1501 by Mallabairegowda, and it 
remained in the hands of his descendants until the mid–eighteenth 
century. In 1749, the then Dalwai of Mysuru, Nanjarajaiah, 
attacked the fort and occupied it.
Later, the fort passed into the hands of Hyder Ali and subsequently 
Tipu Sultan. In 1791, Lord Cornwallis laid siege to the fort and took 
its possession during the Anglo-Mysore War.
19. Mirjan Fort
Mirjan Fort is built using Islamic and Portuguese technology 
making it one of the strongest and biggest forts in North 
Kannada district of Karnataka. Situated on the west coast of 
Karnataka, it was a well-known port frequented by the Roman 
merchants between 1st and 3rd centuries C.E. mentioned by 
Pliny, 77 C.E. and Periplus, 247 C.E. This port town played a 
dominant role in the maritime trade for items like black pepper, 
cinnamon and Arabian horses. However, it was only in 17th 
century that Shareef-ul-Mulk (1608-1640), a feudatory of the 
Adil Shahi Sultan of Bijapur, got this fort constructed. After the 
fall of Vijayanagar empire this fort successively went into the 
hands of the Bahamani Sultans, Adil Shahis of Bijapur, a small 
ruling family of Uttara Kannada region, the Portuguese, Hyder 
and Tipu and finally the British.
The fort is spread over an elevated mound with an area of 11.8 
acres. Built out of laterite blocks, it has four entrances and is 
surrounded by a moat to which water is continuously supplied 
by the nearby stream Kudurehalla. There are eleven circular 
bastions all around with series of merlons and gun holes above 
the walls. Within the forts are structures and other remains, 
one such structure appears to have housed the administrative 
offices. There is also a chamber which was possibly used for 
storing explosives. There are underground passages and about 
2 wells with stone lining dug inside of the fort. Because of its 
long historical importance, Mirjan fort has been declared as a 
protected monument by the Archaeological Survey of India.
20. Wagangera Fort 
Wagangera was a place of historical importance in Shorapur 
taluk during 16th-18th century.  It finds its place in the pages of 
Indian history for the battle which took place between the Raja 
of Shorapur and Emperor Aurangzeb. Wagangera contains the 
ruins of a well constructed fort which at the time of the Raja 
was considered to be invincible. It lies 7 kms to the west of 
Shorapur town and 12 kms to the north of the river Krishna. 
The fort known as Padukote is to the west of the village and fort 
known as Hosakila is to the east. Between these two forts there 
is a large reservoir known as Anesondikeri which serves as a 
moat to the fort. 
The fort is rectangular in plan and measures 350 m by 240 m. 
It has two distinct courts, upper court on the east and lower 
court on the west. The main approach to the fort is on the east 
with a large number of structures. The upper court occupies the 



elevated area that serves as a citadel. The fort wall is built with 
dressed granite blocks and is plastered on both sides. The wall 
measures 4 m to 5 m in height and 1.5 m in thickness. 
The fort wall can be divided into total 9 bastions and two gates. 
North and south wall divides the fort into two courts and it has 
a gate in the middle. The fort has three gates one each on the 
eastern, western and southern walls. These gateways are similar 
on plan and consist of arched openings, a semi circular bastion on 
sides, a barbican court and raised platforms flanking the passage. 
The wall is built with the blocks having floral and geometrical 
decorations and also has fragments of pillars and capital blocks 
etc of Hindu temples.
A mosque is located to the west of the Ram Darwaza. It is 
rectangular in plan and measures 24 m by 13 m. It has a 
prayer hall and an open court and the rectangular open court is 
surrounded by 70 cm thick and 1 m high wall. It has entrances 
on the eastern and southern sides. Both the exterior and interior 
walls are plastered. Two graves are situated in open court.
21. Basavakalyan Fort 
Basavakalyana fort is located in Bidar district of Karnataka. Its 
historic importance is dated to the 10th century. The capital of 
Later Chalukyas was  shifted from Manyakheta to Kalyana that 
is why it is also known as Kalyana fort. Basavakalyana with its 
fort was the centre of a great social and religious movement, in 
the 12th century, because of Basaveshwara, the social reformer. 
He fought against caste system and the orthodoxy in Hinduism.
The fort is strategically built as a defence structure in an 
unobtrusive  setting, which is not visible till the enemy is at 
close quarters of the fort. This gives advantage for the defence 
forces holed up in the fort to repulse enemy attacks. The fort 
was made defensively complex with guard rooms and barbicans, 
which was a novelty at that time. It consists of three concentric 
irregular fort walls.
The main door to the citadel is known as the 'Akhand 
Darwaza' built with four red stone slabs. From the doorway, 
up a flight of steps is the passage to the Rajmahal (mostly 
in ruins). However, the ceiling in the palace hall displays 
colourful designs. The central wall in the hall has patterns of 
vases and urns. Within the fort precincts one finds a platform 
used during Muharram prayers, or could be a royal courtyard 
used by king for relaxing purposes.
This is one fort where one can see varieties of cannons, some 
artistic and intricately designed. Some of them are short and 
stubby but the size of the bore is really large and impressive. A 
close look at the handles of the cannons is needed to analyse the 
design engraved on it. Most of them are fish shaped. One biggest 
cannon  has similarities to the cannon in Bijapur, the one that's 
supposed to be an alloy of five metals. The alloy has certain 
qualities- does not heat in the hottest of weathers, does not 
corrode, can withstand the worst of nature's forces. This cannon 
is almost in the original condition, the swivel action still works.
22. Yadgiri Fort 
Yadgiri fort is one of the largest forts of Karnataka. Remarkable 
architecture and building planning are the key features of this 
fort.  The fort is built over a massive monolith measuring about 
850m long, 500m wide and 100 m high. It was ruled by the 
Kalyana Chalukyas, Yadavas, Cholas, Bahmani Sultans, Adil 
Shahis and the Nizams. According to sources, five inscriptions 
of various time periods have been found in this fort. As per 
the inscription situated close to the fort entrance, Yadgiri fort 
was built by a person named Jagannath from Sagar, a village in 
Shahpur taluq. 
In terms of size and strength, Yadgiri fort can be compared to 
Madhugiri, Chitradurga, Bellary, and Shahpur forts. All these 
forts are built over rocky hills and have multiple levels.

Yadgiri town has grown around the northern corner of the hill 
that's where the fort entrance is situated. This is the Mahadwara, 
the entrance gate. Beyond the Mahadwara are a series of 
gateways which is nothing but a security measure. The whole 
fortification can be divided on the basis of these gateways 
from outer to innermost. After entering these gates a long path 
going uphill with towering walls to the left and deep stone lined 
water tanks to the right with Yadgiri Lake in the background 
is picturesque. Yadgiri had plenty of resources for fresh water, 
within and outside the fort.
The north-west corner of the hill is located on the edge of the 
plateau and there are two or three turrets. One of the turrets with 
cannon has an Arabian or Persian inscription at the tail-end. In 
the vicinity are several cannons lying about. Also there's a big 
rectangular structure which might have been soldiers barracks. 
There is a pair of massive bastions connected by rampart walls 
with a small passage in it. That is the western entrance to this 
fort.  All the sides and entrances are armed with cannons. This 
suggests it was surely a well guarded fort.
23. Jaladurga Fort  
Jaladurga is a fortified village in Raichur district in the state of 
Karnataka. The Adil Shahi Kings of Bijapur built the fort. A 
group of islands are formed by the river Krishna. In fact river 
Krishna defines the district borders of Raichur and Yadgiri.  
Jaladurga occupies the western tip of the island.
Jala + Durga = water + fort, also known as Dweepadurga too 
(Dweepa + Durga = island + fort). The Krishna river flows east 
side around the hill and the approach from surrounding areas is 
difficult, hence it is an ideal place for a fort. The fort is in ruined 
status. On top of the fort, at one point of time, there was a palace 
and a cellar. 
On the southern edge there is a high rise structure. Also there 
is tower built to provide unrestricted view of the fort and the 
island. The fort ruins can be seen from the base of the hill going 
right up to the summit. In fact this is the highest point of the fort 
as well as the island. There are a few tombs of the kings with 
no identification; there is Sangameshwara Matha, and a temple 
of Yellamma. The sides of the river Krishna is not sandy, it is 
full of smooth boulders and it is called Mandhana Maduvu. At 
Jaladurga there is a small stone inscription written in Urdu and 
Devanagariscript. According to local belief, there is a box like 
stone hidden in the river, which contain about one lakh verses 
of the great saint Basavanna and are yet to be discovered by rest 
of the world.
This fort is built in a roughly hexagonal layout with harbours on 
the opposite sides. With the temple at the centre, the main streets 
run in a radial way surrounded by paramount buildings such as 
royal palaces, mansions of ministers, public offices, buildings of 
nobles, houses of Brahmins. Almost all the basic safety measures 
for the inmates and fatal obstacles to the incoming enemies have 
been thought of, thus making it a very secure fort.
24. Torgal Fort 
Located in the Ramdurg taluq on the bank of river 
Malaprabha is located Hale Torgal. After the fall of 
Vijayanagar, Torgal came under the Mughals and Marathas. 
It is believed that Shivaji also built or expanded a fort here. 
Two Persian inscriptions have been found on the walls of 
the fort. One is of the days of Ibrahim dated 1535, speaking 
of the construction perhaps extension of the construction 
of the fort by one Ismail, son of Abdul Aziz. Another 
inscription with a few Kannada lines at the bottom is the 
Ibrahim II of 1583, it speaks of the construction again 
perhaps of another part of the fort. 
Fort is located on hilly terrain along the bank of river Malaprabha. 
It has got two gateways, one faces west while the other north-

east. The one on the north-east is the main entrance of the fort. 
Wall of the fort is decorated with motifs and designs. Light 
carving on stone wall is very common here. Some of the designs 
are really unique and peculiar for example there is a carving of 
a fish and two creatures and their body looks like swan but the 
head looks like snake. 
The Torgal village has twin Chalukyan temples facing each other. 
Bhutanatha Temple complex within the fort is a huge site. Other 
temple with a similar plan and size has a Devi image installed 
in the Garbhagriha. While entering the complex from the north 
gate, there is a small Ganapati shrine of Vijayanagar style. All 
together there are nine temples here.  Of these only Bhutanatha 
has sculpture around its Garbhagriha and its parapets have some 
erotic sculptures which have been damaged. Architecture and 
some sculptures of Bhuthnatha temple are strikingly similar to 
Khajuraho temples. Apart from these temples, the fort has three 
mosques, four dargahs and two tombs. This small fort village is 
an interesting tourist spot because of its old monuments, temples 
and statues and also reflect the historical events that have taken 
place during the bygone era.
25. Kittur Chennamma Fort
Chennamma fort is a great historical monument and tourist 
attraction in Karnataka. It is also known as Kittur Chennamma 
fort. This fort is situated at a distance of 50 kilometres from 
Belgaum and from Dharwad it is located at a distance of 32 
kilometres. The Kittur Chennamma Fort stands as an evidence 
of the great Freedom struggle that was led by Rani Chennamma. 
It is not just important from archaeological point of view but also 
stands as a symbol of bravery and women's pride.
The fort is constructed out of black basalt rock but at present it 
is nothing but a ruin. The low wall on both sides of the fort has 
tiny embankments. In the interior of it lies an ancient telescope 
through which Rani Chennamma used to watch the Dhruva 
Nakshatra or the Pole Star in the morning. But the telescope is 
poorly maintained. It had a beautiful porch which measured 100 
feet by 30 feet which was supported by teak pillars. But now 
the pillar is removed together with its roof. A museum is also 
present in Kittur which exhibits some antique pieces like swords, 
shields, wooden doors etc. 
A moat runs right around the perimeter of the wall. Probably 
the moat was fed by water from a lake close to the eastern wall. 
Bastions flanking the gateway are restored and plastered with a 
thick layer of cement-sand mixture. Within the Palace complex a 
huge hall structure was built mainly for the conference purpose 
and called as Palace Durbar or conference hall. This fort is 
not just symbolic for its architectural designs but also stands 
as reminiscence to the great revolt against the British after the 
introduction of the Doctrine of Lapse.
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