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Temple of Banavasi fort

“Forts are the chief protection of a kingdom”
-The Ajnapatra, an early 18th century treatise,
written by Ramachandra Amatya

Introduction

Fortifications are military constructions and buildings designed for defence in
warfare and military bases. The term is derived from the Latin word 'fortis’ (strong)
and facere’ (to make).

Fortification was considered essential initially during the earliest times for
protection against wild animals. Subsequently as habitations progressed and
prospered because of the possibility of hostile attacks, it was necessary to provide
protective fortifications to cities and towns and also raise armies to defend them.
The development of weaponry and armament evidently had a considerable
influence on the design and development of fortifications. Proliferation in the art
and science of fortifications provides an index to the political climate in India
during the various periods of her history. Uruk in ancient Sumer (Mesopotamia) is
one of the world's oldest known walled cities. Some settlements in the Indus Valley
Civilization were also fortified.

Karnataka has a long history of fort construction. No other region of India has forts
as the region of Deccan which includes parts of Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh. The Satavahanas in the 3rd and 4th centuries C.E. are said to have
built the earliest forts in Karnataka. Remnants of fort walls have been found in
Sannati, Aihole, Banavasi etc.

Numerous forts were constructed by the Kadamba rulers. The Badami fort is
another ancient fort built in 543 C.E. by Pulikesi I of Chalukya dynasty. It was
built in the middle of a sloping hill. The Chalukya forts of Badami and Aihole can
be seen even today.

The Gangas, Rashtrakutas, Kalyana Chalukyas and Hoysalas built innumerable
forts from 8th to 12th centuries C.E. Practically all the towns Bidar, Raichur,
Belagola, Chikmagalur, Talaguppa, Halebid, Bellary, Kolar and many more had
forts. With the medieval period there was great progress in the art of warfare. This
led to changes in fort building. The height of the fortress walls, watch towers and
depth and width of canals increased. New plants and features were introduced in
the moats.

From 13th century C.E. up to 18th century C.E., Karnataka forts show Persian,
British and French influence. We see such forts at Hampi, Gulbarga, Bijapur,
Raichur, Chitradurga, Kittur, Srirangapatnam etc. These forts have canals and
walls round the forts, embellished with high domes, hole in the front walls to fire
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guns. The Vijayanagar fort had 500 km of walls around it. Chitradurga fort had a
massive hill fort and Srirangapatnam had a water fort resembling such forts in
Europe.

Although Kautilya in his Arthashastra advocated the provision of forts along the
boundary of a kingdom, due to unique geographical conditions in India it could
not be successfully implemented. Often the forts were situated in the central part
of various kingdoms, as is clearly seen from the distribution of forts in Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and in several states of South India.

Great importance has been given to the fortifications of the towns and cities in
India from the Vedic period to the 17th century. With passage of time, the nature of
fortifications does not seem to have changed radically or significantly though
certain changes were necessary to suit new armament in the offensive and
defensive strategies of warfare. The Indian subcontinent was usually divided into
numerous kingdoms. The kings who ruled over them displayed the grandeur and
affluence of their courts through the beautification of the forts of important cities
and towns.

Important fortified cities and palaces of ancient and medieval India, therefore,
present a formidable and aesthetically picturesque appearance which still attracts
worldwide attention and admiration. This is believed to be the result of due
importance given to fort planning in the Shilpa Shastras, the canonical books of
the Hindu craftsmen. The architects who specialised in the branch of fort
architecture were known as durga karinah.

There are innumerable forts and fortified cities which dominate the landscape
throughout India and are built according to the norms laid down by the Shilpa
Shastras. Ancient and medieval fortifications of India occupy a prominent
position in the history of military architecture which is quite distinct from the
development point of view of the fortifications in other countries.

Fortsin Ancient Indian Literature

In ancient and medieval Indian literature the term durga is generally applied to all
kinds of fortifications. The word durga seems to have originated from the
Sanskrit word 'durgam'meaning difficult to trespass signifying the importance of
astrategic site, a strong wall and a moat to make it an impregnable stronghold.

Forts and fortified cities find frequent mention in Indian literature such as the
Vedas, Kalpasutras, Smriti Shastras, Niti Shastras, Puranas, the Shilpa and Vastu
Shastras.

This vast store of knowledge throws considerable light on the development and
growth of fortifications in India. The earliest references to the forts and fortified
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cities are to be found in the Vedas. Pur (strengthened earthwork) is a word of
frequent occurrence in the Rig Veda and later, meaning “rampart”, “fort” or
“stronghold”. A fort 'full of kine' (gom¢i) is mentioned indicating that strongholds
were used to hold cattle. The cattle were invariably threatened by wild animals.
This must have necessitated some sort of protective barriers or fencing during the
early stages of civilization which were improved upon subsequently with the use
of mud, brick and stone for the fortification of towns.

Considerable progress was made in the methods of fortification as the need for
protection intensified in the subsequent period. The art of warfare also gained
importance, which is evident from the fact that the Dhanurveda is known to be a
branch (Upaveda) of Yajurveda which expounds the classification of various
kinds of forts. This classification is universally accepted in India though few more
were added to this list during succeeding periods by various authorities.

The different types of forts are as follows:

Bhudurga or Nagaradurga (City Fort on a plain terrain)
Giridurga or Parvatdurga (Mountain Fort)

Jaladurga (Water Fort)

Dhanvandurga (Desert Fort)

Naradurga (Man-made Fort)

Mahidurga (Mud Fort)

Vanadurga (Forest Fort)

The description of forts and their classification are found in the Puranas, notably
the Agni Purana, the Matsya Purana, the Devi Purana etc. According to Agni
Purana the king should make his residence in a fort. In Mahabharata and the
Manusmriti, we find ample references to forts and fortifications.

The boundaries of various kingdoms were always in flux depending on the
strength or weakness of the ruler. The realm used to be divided into various
provinces. The protection of each provincial boundary was the responsibility of
the jagirdars or the provincial satraps who in general were interested in keeping
their own position and jagirs secure. They were prone to change their loyalties to
meet this end. The forts were thus meant to protect the local treasury and provide a
shelter to the people in the region during the political upheavals.

Pataliputra, Taxila, Kashi etc., were some of the notable fortified cities of the
Mauryan period. Based on the account of Megasthenes, Pataliputra was situated
on the confluence of the Ganges and the Son rivers and was more than nine miles
in length and one and half' miles in breadth. It was protected by a wooden wall and
in front of it was a moat for defence and sewage of the city. The city wall was
crowned with 570 towers and had 64 gates. The palace was in the centre of the city
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A distant view of Raichur fort

and contained many chambers including underground passages for the security of
the king and the treasury.

The Sivatatva Ratnakara is another important work compiled in South India
towards the end of the 17th century by Basava Bhupala (1684-1710), who was the
ruler of the Keladi kingdom. It has an important chapter on the use and
construction of fortresses.

The rulers of the Vijayanagar kingdom were also great patrons of art, literature
and architecture. During this period, two notable treatises namely 'Daivadhnya
Vilasa' and 'Akashabhairavakalpa' were written, which throw considerable light
on the fort planning.

Though they are defence-oriented in nature, the Indian forts do not fail to impress
the beholder by their formidable and imposing structures. They spell the power
and affluence of the rulers. The walls of Indian forts in general are of great
thickness and height, strengthened at regular intervals by massive towers which
were used as watch towers where guns and cannons were placed.

Another important feature of Indian forts is the ornamentation of their defences
and gateways. These are generally covered with panelling and moulded
sculptural decoration. Construction features such as arches, lintels and corbels are
carved inrich and elaborate designs.

The gates of forts, palaces and towns in India have some special architectural
characteristics.

The heavy teak doors as the entrance gates are provided with iron spikes on the
outer face. They are arranged in horizontal tiers. Their purpose was to prevent the
doors being stormed by the mighty force which elephants could otherwise have
brought to bear upon them. The parapet above the gate is marked by cupolas or
chhatris (memorial canopy). The entrance gate is flanked by lofty bastions on
either side. The bastions are reinforced by merlons and embrasures besides usual
defense devices. The main entrance gates of forts are protected by barbicans.

Broad battlemented wall forts are also surrounded by a moat. Machicolations
were also important for the defence of the forts. They are relatively rare in the
north but common in the Deccan, as seen at Bidar and Golconda.

Another important feature of ancient Indian forts is the use of the pointed arch in
the construction of the gateways. Apart from the defence works and the palaces,
the other essential component of the fort complex was the presence of temple or
the mosque.

HAIS G Bl AARD T Malkhed Fort
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Cannon at Bala Hissar of Gulbarga fort

Most of Indian forts were transformed after the Muslim invasion of the 12th
century. Mosques became an integral part of many of the fort complexes along
with tombs and gardens.

Karnataka: Physical Features

Karnataka is situated in the Deccan Plateau, on the western side of India, having a
long coast line on the Arabian Sea with Goa and Maharashtra states as its northern
boundaries, Andhra Pradesh on the east and Kerala and Tamil Nadu as its southern
boundaries. The State has 2900 km. long border on three sides and sea coast of
320 km. It has an area of about 1, 91, 791 square km. It is the eighth largest Indian
state by area. Kannada is the official and most widely spoken language.

As per topography and physical features, the State is broadly divided into four
parts:

a. Northern Plateau

b. Southern Plateau

c. Malenadu region and
d. Coastal region.

The Northern plains include Bellary, Bijapur, Dharwar, Raichur, Gulbarga and
Bidar. This is famous “Deccan Black Cotton belt”. They are generally flat with its
average height varying from 300-600 metre altitude.

The Southern Plateau region consists of hills and rivers. Districts of Bengaluru,
Chitradurga, Kodagu, Kolar, Mandya and Tumlsar are in this region.

The Malenadu region consists of the districts of Shimoga, Chickmagulur, Hassan
and Mysuru. This region is full of forests and natural vegetation and most of the
rivers of Karnataka originate in the Western Ghats and flow through this region.

The Coastal region comprises of the districts of Uttar Kannada and Dakshina
Kannada. It is situated between the Western Ghats and the Arabian Sea, and
known for its scenic beauty.

60% of the area of the Karnataka state is made up of rocks namely gneisses,
granites etc.

The River systems of Karnataka can be divided into 5 main parts.

1. Krishna River system

2. Godavari River system

3. Cauvery River system

4. Palar-Pennar River system and
5. West flowing River system
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While planning for building forts in these regions, although the architects are
well-versed traditionally in the Shilpa texts and were following them in their
planning and construction of forts, they had to take into consideration the regional
ecological conditions such as the rock material, the topography of the region, the
river systems etc. Accordingly, in their actual construction governed by the
architectural principles, they had to devise certain modifications in the selection
of the area, the type of fort and the mode of construction.

The other interesting features of this region were, the thick forests located close to
the coastal strip with flourishing ports and with rich mineral potential, the hill
ranges especially of the peninsular gneissic complex and of the sedimentary rocks
providing naturally secure, deep and wide valleys, the perennial rivers
meandering over a long distance resulting in deep curves here and there and the
natural supply of building material of different rocks on a large scale obviously
prompted the ambitious rulers to have their capitals repeatedly in the region.
Banavasi located in the thick forest area surrounded by the deep curve of the river
Varadha, the Badami in the deep valley of the sandstone hill, Hampi in the highly
elevated hills surrounded by the river Tungabhadra are remarkable instances in
this regard.

History of Karnataka

The antiquity of Karnataka can be traced back to the Paleolithic age. Karnataka's
land mass is the oldest in India. Culturally, her people have achieved amazing and
inspiring accomplishments in the field of art, architecture, literature, language
and religion. Karnataka has also been home to some of the most powerful empires
ofancient and medieval India.

Apart from being subject to the rule of the Nandas, Mauryas and Satavahanas,
Karnataka came to have indigenous dynasties like the Kadambas of Banavasi and
the Gangas from the middle of the fourth century C.E. The Chalukyas of Badami
(500-753 C.E.) ruled over wider area from the Narmada to the Cauvery and so did
the Rashtrakutas who levied tribute on the rulers of Kanauj. The Chalukyas of
Kalyana (973-1189 C.E.) and their later feudatories, the Hoysalas of Halebid built
fine temples. The other famous kingdoms are that of the Vijayanagar Empire
(1336-1646), the Bahamani Sultans and the Adil Shahis of Bijapur and that of the
valiant rulers like Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan and the last royal line of Karnataka-
the Wodeyars of Mysuru. The defence architectural creations within their capital
places and also other places were a necessity during the course of such political
movements.

The Ashokan edicts at Maski, Brahmagiri etc., provide evidences of the fact that
northern Karnataka was a province known as Suvarnagiri under the Mauryan
emperor Ashoka. But we have no evidence to show that these places in the South
were fortified with defence walls before or immediately after Ashoka. In
Karnataka there appears to be no fortification during Mauryan period. After the
Mauryan empire disintegrated during 1st century B.C.E. — 3rd century C.E.,
northern Karnataka came under the rule of the Satavahanas. This period
witnessed the gradual growth of strongholds in and around their territories for the
first time. Pliny gives an acount of a powerful king of Andhra country in eastern
Deccan possessing 30 walled cities with a big army.

As the rule of Satavahanas receded, the first and foremost kingdom in the history
of Karnataka under the name of Kadambas arose at Vaijayanti i.e. the modern
Banavasi in north Kanara district.

In the fourth century C.E. two kingdoms arose in Karnataka, namely, the
Kadambas and the Gangas. The Kadamba capitals and sub-capitals founded at
Vaijayanti (Banavasi), Palasika (Halsi in Belgaum district) and Uchchasringi
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(Uchchangi in Bellary district) known as the political centres of the time had been
fortified with strongholds around them. The Ganga kingdom was founded with its
capital at Kolar and later at Talkad. They ruled the area comprising of the southern
portion of Karnataka. No temple built by the Gangas exists today in its original
shape but the renovated temples show that their art and architecture were
influenced by both the Pallavas and the Chalukyas. However, the most singular
contribution is the Gommata statue of Shravanabelagola.

The early Chalukyas of Badami, (Vatapi of the inscriptions) of all the royal
dynasties of Karnataka in particular and of south India in general by their valour
and adventure made themselves known to the north India, as early as the 7th
century C.E. in the decisive encounter with Harshavardhana of Kanauj on the
banks of the river Narmada.

The royal capital of Badami considered as the cradle of Indian art and architecture
was fortified by Pulakesi I, in 543 C.E. as stated in his inscription on the cliff of the
north-hill. Aihole also had a form of defence architecture encircling the whole
habitation and the structural temples. The extant remains of the fort now dotted
here and there in semi-circular form, at Aihole, reveal the rectangular bastions
connected with screen wall crowned by battlements of round top. The rock cut
temple caves of Badami are mute testimony to the architecture of the Chalukyas.
The facades of these caves are beautifully carved with the well decorated pillars.

The rule of the Rashtrakutas commenced in 753 C.E. when Dantidurga defeated
Kirtivarman II of the Chalukyas of Badami. They established their capital
initially at Paithan, now in Maharashtra and subsequently at Malkhed. This
period was a golden period for arts and literature. Rashtrakutas were good
administrators and the vast empire was prosperous and peaceful. The masons and
craftsmen not only were experienced in defence architectural style as seen in the
fort of Malkhed but also were well-versed in carving out the colossal rock cut
temples at Ellora and Elephanta. The sculptures of Kailasa alone are enough to
give the Rashtrakutas a prominent place in the art history of India.

The Later Chalukyas (973-1198 C.E.) were the descendants of the Chalukyas of
Badami. They recaptured their lost power from the Rashtrakutas with their capital
at Kalyana (in Bidar district). During a long span of time over two centuries, they
controlled parts of the western, middle and the south India from the capital forts
and sub-capital forts like Kalyana, Morkhind (now in Maharashtra) and Lakkundi
of Dharwad district, Karnataka. Temple art and sculpture flourished. A large
number of temples were built all over the empire at places like Ittagi, Lakkundi,
Haveri, Gadag etc.
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Entrance to Bijapur fort

The Hoysalas perhaps started their reign in Karnataka as feudatories of the
Gangas but the first record of a ruler is that of Rama in 1006 C.E. The Yadavas of
Devagiri were the feudatories of the Rashtrakutas and the Chalukyas of Kalyana
who became independent after the Rashtrakuta empire disintegrated. Singhana II
(1199-1247 C.E.) and Krishna (1247-1261 C.E.) were very famous and
successful rulers. They excelled in sculptures. The Hoysaleshwara temple of
Halebid has over 700 feet of panels. There are more than 2000 elephants and
tigers in various poses.

The fall of the later Chalukyas paved the way to the gradual rise of Deccan
Sultanates, as there was no centralized power of Hindu order to control the affairs
of'this part of the country. Bahamanid Sultanate was the first independent Islamic
kingdom in South India. The Sultanate was founded on 3 August 1347 by
Governor Ala-ud-Din Hassan Bahman Shah. The Bahamani contested the control
of the Deccan with the Hindu Vijayanagar empire to the south. Gulbarga was a
stronghold of the Bahamanis. The immensity of strength and sophistication of
military engineering of the Gulbarga fort amid the desolation is still very visible
even today. The fort is clearly marked by knowledge of the Frankish castles of the
Crusaders, like Krak des Chevaliers, or Aleppo of the Seljuks.

The Bahmani rulers did not take too long to realize that Gulbarga being nearer to
their rival Vijayanagar was not too secure a place for the capital. Comparatively,
Bidar was more secure and also climatically better. In 1429 Ahmad Shah Wali
shifted the Bahamani capital from Gulbarga to Bidar. The old fort was renovated.
New additions were made so that the cannons could be mounted on the fort.

The Adil Shahi kingdom of Bijapur, one of the five off-shoots of the Bahamani
kingdom (1347-1518) were great patrons of learning, art and architecture. The
architectural splendors of the city fortress Bijapur are truly a marvel, deserving
the kind of appreciation usually reserved for Delhi and Agra. Bijapur became the
cradle of cultures and nucleus of composite cultures with the unique monuments
of distinct, Adil Shahi style which are living heritage. They ruled from 1489 to
1686 till the kingdom was annexed by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb.

The Vijayanagar Empire (1336-1565 C.E.) founded on the right bank of
Tungabhadra river was the only empire in the medieval South India, which rose
into mighty power against the Muslim pressure from the north. In 1336 two
brothers, Harihara and Bukka, the sons of Sangama, laid the foundations of the
kingdom. It was in 1354 Bukka succeeded Harihara and immediately began work
on a new capital, Vijayanagar, City of Victory. It was ruled by four dynasties
namely, the Sangamas, Saluvas, Tuluvas and the Aravidu. Under Krishna Deva
Raya (1509-1529 C.E.) of the Tuluva dynasty, the kingdom of Vijayanagar
reached its peak of power and sophistication.

The ancient city of Vijayanagar was the urban core of the imperial city and the
surrounding principalities of the capital of the Vijayanagar empire during the 14th
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century to 16th century C.E. Accounts by foreign travellers such as Abdur
Razzak, the Persian who visited Vijayanagar in 1440, mention six fortifications
before the gates to the royal palace. The rocky hillocks made excellent sentinel
points for watch towers and granite boulders provided the raw material for temple
construction.

Starting at its outermost fortifications, the principality of Vijayanagar spans from
Anegondi in the north to Hospet in the south and covers a total area of 650 square
kilometers. Archaeologists have divided the capital area into many zones. Of
these, the major two zones are the Sacred Centre and the Royal Centre. The
former, generally spread along the south bank, is characterized by the highest
concentration of religious structures. The Royal Centre is notable for its stately
structures, both civil and military. The very seat of power of the empire was
located at the core of this area. It is only with the founding of the Vijayanagar
empire in 1336 C.E., the political, social and religious affairs of this region were
brought effectively into order under one of the most powerfully centralized
controli.e. Vijayanagar administration.

The Vijayanagar empire created its cities primarily for protection against
invasion. The city itself was a fortress and designed as such in every possible way.
It was built of massive stone and earthen walls, with hilltop fortresses and watch
towers scattered across its length and breadth. Massive fortifications stood at
every possible entry into the main metropolis and in other crucial locations.
Additional defensive features were watch-posts and bastions located along roads,
gates and hilltops that provided maximum visibility. The ruined city is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, known in that context as the Ruins of Hampi.

At the zenith of their power and authority during the early 16th century,
Vijayanagar kings were among the greatest historical rulers of India. Of the
fortifications little survives, over the ten square mile site, there are still some
buildings left to give an impression of Vijayanagar's former splendour.

Hampi is situated in Bellary district in northern Karnataka. It is the now-ruined
capital city that surrounds modern-day Hampi, of the historic Vijayanagar Empire
which extended over the southern part of India.

There is a very rich legacy of the art and architecture of the Vijayanagar rulers.
Fine example of this art is the beautiful stone chariot in the enclosure of Vithala
temple, the monolithic statues of Narasimha and Ganesha at Hampi etc. The
temples at Hampi, Anegundi and Lepakshi have excellent paintings. The
Shikhara (gate tower), Mandapas (pillar halls) of Virupaksha temple was built by
Krishnadevarayain 1510 C.E.

After the fall of the Vijayanagar empire, north Karnataka had no major ruling
authority. The Adil Shahis of Bijapur held all the territory of north of the
Tungabhadrariver.

JSITR G &1 7ag R Domed gate of Vijayanagar fort
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Colonel Baillie’s Dungeon of Seringapatam fort

The Wodeyars established the Mysore rule in Southern Karnataka. Mysuru is
commonly described as the City of Palaces. However, the term "Mysore Palace"
specifically refers to one within the old fort which was their official residence
with two durbar halls. The Wodeyar kings first built a palace in Mysuru in the 14th
century. But Raja Wodeyar (1578-1617 C.E.) shifted his capital to the island fort
town of Srirangapatnam in 1610 and Mysuru lost its importance as a seat of
power. Mysuru further lost its importance when it was taken over by Hyder Ali in
1762. But his son Tipu Sultan demolished the entire fort town including the
Palace in 1787 and used the fort material to build a new town nearby known as
Nazarabad (now part of the Mysore City). The old Mysore dynasty was restored
after the fall of Tipu Sultan in 1799 by the British and they shifted the capital of the
newly defined territory of Mysore Kingdom to Mysuru. In due course the
Nazarabad fort was dismantled and the material made its way back in building the
Mysore fort once again.

Shivaji possessed extensive areas in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. He built
Ramdurg fort in Belgaum district and Nargund fort in Gadag district of Karnataka
in 1675.They were taken by Aurangzeb in 1691-92 and recaptured in 1706-07 by
Ramrao Dadaji Bhave. Gajendragad fort located in the Gadag district is also
believed to be built by Shivaji.

The Mughals made their forays down south and finally the Marathas by
1800 C.E. subjugated the whole of northern Karnataka. The French, British,
Portuguese appeared on the scene. The British soon dominated and with the fall of
the Peshwa Baji Rao II, portions of northern Karnataka were taken over by the
Nizam and the rest by the British. Portions of southern Karnataka were taken over
earlier by the British during the rule of Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan in Mysuru.
However the Mysore kingdom continued till Independence in 1947. The state of
Karnataka in its present shape came into existence on November 1, 1956.
'Mysore' was changed to 'Karnataka' with effect from November 1, 1973.

With this briefaccount, one finds forts of different kingdoms and dynasties and of
different types and kinds in Karnataka. They created strongholds i.e. fortified
walls around their capital cities and sub-capital cities keeping in view the arms
and armor and the then prevalent science of wars. The use of cannons to breach
impregnable ramparts did not in any way reduce the strength of the fort. Instead,
forts equipped themselves with karkhana, the workshops, run by blacksmiths
who cast cannons and manufactured new weapons so that both sides were evenly
balanced.

ARIer gt | Y BT WG grT T o1

Tipu’s body was found at Seringapatam fort
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geerd <ol (dI9gR g9 #)  Ibrahim Roza in Bijapur fort

In the constant struggle for power, forts and fortified settlements were a potent
symbol of authority. Forts were the measure of a monarch's strength. Forts were
not only simply inanimate buildings serving a military purpose; they housed
some of the most magnificent palaces. They were alive and echoing to the sounds
and cymbals of some of the great dynasties, witness to regicides and ruthless
succession battles, and carrying within their bastions glamour and glitter
unsurpassed. Thus, when writing history of any era, of any period, it is the forts of
that period which dominate the rise and fall of fortunes. These heritage sites and
cultural remains of different periods reflect its glorious and fascinating past. They
are an invaluable treasure of the nation and need to be preserved and protected for
posterity.

Citadel on the summit of the rock, Bellary fort
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A distant view of Badami fort
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Wall made of ashlar masonry, Raichur fort

drex it @ i e
Rangin Mahal of Bidar fort

Fort Glossary

Arabesque - typical Islamic ornament, intertwining of floral and geometrical
forms.

Arcade - range of arches raised on piers or columns.

Arches - An arch is a structure that provides a space while supporting weight (e.g.
adoorway in a stone wall).

Arcuate - building style using arches in place of beams.

Aqueduct - An aqueduct is a water supply or navigable channel constructed to
convey water.

Arthashastra - ancient Indian treatise on military strategy, statecraft and economy.
Ashlar Masonry - Stone masonry using dressed stones.

Baoli - stepwell.

Barbican - A projecting watch-tower over the gate of a fort.

Bastion - It is a structure projecting outwards from the main enclosure of a
fortification.

Burj - tower

Cannon - A cannon is any piece of artillery that uses gunpowder or other usually
explosive-based propellants to launch a projectile.

Chattris - Memorial canopy or a small domed kiosk.
Citadel - The inner fortified area where the king stayed.

Corbels - In architecture a corbel (or console) is a piece of stone jutting out of a
wall to carry any weight.

TR G BT AR A1t
Stepped tank, Vijayanagar fort

deR g7 & WHY 7B d
Tarkash Mahal of Bidar fort
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Upli Burj, Bijapur fort

ATfor—g—HaM, dISMyR g7 Malik-e-Maidan, Bijapur fort

Crenellation - battlements or loopholes.

Durg - fort.

Embrasure - Openings made into the parapet for observation and firing.
Giridurga - hill fort.

Hauz - pool or tank.

Jaladurga - fort secured by a water body.

Jama Masjid - congregational or Friday mosque.

Lintel - A lintel can be a load-bearing building component, a decorative
architectural element, or a combined ornamented structural item. It is often found
over doors and windows.

Mabhal - palace.
Mabhidurga - mud fort.

Merlons - The alternate high parts of a parapet between the embrasures. They
afforded protection to the soldiers standing behind it and firing though the loop-
holes.

Machicolations - Openings made in the floor of a projecting gallery on top of the
gateway for dropping solids or liquids on an attacking enemy.

Moat - It is a deep broad ditch, either dry or filled with water that surrounds a
fortified place.

Naradurga - fort protected by able-bodied men.
Pur - Strengthened earthwork

Parapet - Also called battlement. This is a 1 to 2m high wall built along the edge of
arampart to protect soldiers from the fire of the enemy.

Postern - A small back door made into the wall of a fort.
Scarp - Anear vertical rock face or cliff either natural or artificially made.
Talao - small lake or pond.

Vanadurga - forest fort.

THATHSTT G Basavakalyan fort
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The 25 picture-cards provided in this package can be displayed in the classroom
or any prominent place in the school. The pictures may be stuck on cardboard
with the title and description in regional languages. It can also be studied in-depth
with activities that bring out the educational value of Indian art and architecture.
The teachers can work with a few pictures at a time ensuring students' enjoyment
in learning by involving them in some activities suggested below:

In a large outline map of India, mark the sites of various forts of our country. Find
out the location of the forts given in the pictures in this package.

Make a study of the forts in India and collect information about the kings and
emperors who built these forts.

- Climate of the location of the forts.

- Natural surroundings, rivers, mountain range and the flora and fauna.
- People who builtand lived in these forts, their occupation, etc.

- Music, dance, drama, craft, etc. of the period.

- Customs, regional festivals and associated myths.

- Make sketches/rough outlines of some of the monuments from the pictures
provided in the cultural packages.

The forts mentioned in this package were visited by a number of
travellers/historians in the ancient and medieval period of Indian history and
these people have left a vivid and interesting account of these monuments
including the drawing/sketches. Collect such travelogues/memoirs/sketches.
Notice interesting details in these travelogues such as the style of description,
pronunciation of places and other contemporary monuments in that area.

Collect and study the ground plans of different forts and find the similarities and
differences. Similar studies of ground plans can also be made of your school,
home or college showing windows, doors and other architectural details.

Understanding Religious Concepts

All religions aim at helping us to lead better and richer lives. The outward
manifestations of religion such as rituals, customs differ from one another for
historical, economic, political and even geophysical reasons. Many religious
rituals and ceremonies are linked with annual agricultural cycle and celebrations
of life. Religious beliefs have influenced the architects, sculptors and painters of
the bygone era to create beautiful monuments using specific symbols and motifs
pertaining to each religion.

Invite your students to study the religions and people of India and collect
information on each religion such as Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, Islam,
Jainism, Sikhism and others.
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Ancient texts on architecture describe a variety of forts. Durg or fort is a fortified
building which many times encompasses whole city within its walls. In these
texts there is mention of land, hill, water or island and also forest and desert forts.

Students can be taken on educational tours to nearby forts or asked to study the
history of architecture ofa specific region.

Conduct a project on the historical development of forts in our country.

Make a list of the terms associated with the architecture of forts with their
meaning. Some terms like citadel, parapet, merlons, moat etc. can be included.

Find out all that you can about the names of different forts of our country and
write a story how these were named.

Imagine you lived in a fort of the medieval period. Now describe your life as an
architect, aking or acommon man.

Dramatize the events involved in the construction of a fort and enrich it with
music of the period.

Make a scrap book displaying different forts with important description. You may
choose pictures from this package also.

Collectreference/quotations from ancient books on different types of forts.

Collect pictures and references of the rituals connected with the architecture of
different regions of India.

Write stories about the dynasties and kings who built formidable forts in our
country.

Conduct a study of various forts in our country and categorize these monuments
as per the following:

Forest Fort Mountain Fort
Island Fort Land Fort
Desert Fort

CCRT, New Delhi acknowledges the scholarship and support of
Prof. Choodamani Nandagopal, author and academician, for this publication.
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1.Banavasi Fort

Banavasi is an ancient temple town in Uttara Kannada district in Karnataka. It is 374 kilometres away from Bengaluru. It is one of the ancient towns of
India which has been mentioned in the Mahabharata epic. Banavasi has been called as “Jaladurga” or Water Fort by the Aihole inscription of Pulkeshi [T
probably because the river Varadha flows around the town on three sides. It used to lie in the rain forests of Western Ghats making its access very difficult.

Atone point of time the extant fort walls used to enclose part of the present village of Banavasi. The Chutus, a feudatory of the imperial Satavahanas made
Banavasi its capital and later on it was ruled by the Kadambas. However, only the ruins and few remains of the fort can be seen today.

The fort was built at the sharp curve of the river Varadha, the point at which the river from the north-western direction used to take an easterly turn
abruptly. The river flowed in a zigzag way thus providing considerable protection on the southern side. The total length of the fort wall measured 2140
meters. There used to be a moat along the exterior slope. The width of the moat was about 12m at the base and about 22m at the top. There were two main
gates, one on the north and the other on the south-east. There was a small gate on the west almost in the mid-way of the western wing of the fort-wall
which is in ruins. It was not meant for regular and common entrance, but to be used in times of danger by people for escape.

Originally, the fort wall was built of bricks during the reign of the Chutus, a feudatory of the Satavahanas. Thereafter, during the reign of Kadambas, the
fort was enlarged and fortified with laterite stones, bricks and mud.

Picture: View of temple in the premises of Banavasi fort.
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2. Malkhed Fort

Manyakheta or modern Malkhed is located on the banks of Kagina River in Gulbarga district, Karnataka. Malkhed was the capital of the powerful
Rashtrakuta empire from 814 C.E. to 968 C.E. Malkhed had a glorious past under the Rashtrakuta dynasty, particularly under the Emperor
Amoghavarsha Nrupatunga, who ruled for 64 years and penned the first classical Kannada work, Kavirajamarga. Amoghavarsha and scholars such as
mathematician Mahaveeracharya, and intellectuals Jinasenacharya, Gunabhadracharya helped to spread Jainism in the region. After the fall of the
Rashtrakutas, it remained the capital of their successors, the Kalyani Chalukyas or Western Chalukyas till about 1050 C.E.

There used to be two forts: a large outer fort at the ground level and within it, a small fort on the artificially elevated ground. Architecturally too, the outer
and the inner differed considerably. It appears that the outer was much earlier than the inner. The outer fort was irregularly polygonal. The width of the
wall was 3 m and the wall rose to a height of 6 m. It had two exits, one near the north-west corner looking west and another in the middle of the eastern
side looking east. The citadel within the fort was meant for the rulers and their important officials. But this fort including the citadel was destroyed
ultimately perhaps during severe conflicts between the Rashtrakutas and the Cholas. Within the fort is, at present, a Jaina temple and a few sculptures,
door frames, pillars of some temples of the Rashtrakuta period.

Later a Muslim chieftain owing allegiance to the Bahamanis perhaps built the fort with considerable modifications. Within the fort is Jamma Masjid,
Kali Masjid together with a colossal bastion known as 'Upli Burj'. Malkhed was subjected to series of unspeakable destructions by the Cholas and later
by the Muslims during the Sultanate and Mughal periods.

Pictures : A view of remains of Malkhed fort (above) and one of the entrances to the Malkhed fort (below).
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3.Badami Fort

Badami, formerly known as Vatapi, is a taluk in the Bagalkot district of Karnataka. It was the regal capital of the Badami Chalukyas from 540 to 757 C.E.
It is famous for rock-cut and other structural temples. Badami may be termed as hill cum land fort. It is situated at the mouth of a ravine between two
extremely rocky hills on its north and south and a dam to the east at the foothills forming a large reservoir between them.

The fortifications consisted originally of a lower fort consisting of a bastioned wall enclosing the town and on a level with the plain commanded by two
small but strong forts on the hills. The fort on the south hill is called Ranmandal or the Battlefield fort and that on the north hill, is called the Bande Kote
or Fifty two rocks fort. The city was defended on the east by stone and mud walls with loop-holed parapets and on the west further protected by deep and
broad ditches.

The fort on the north-hill is a very good instance of Giridurga. The fort wall is semi-circular raised all along the edge of the high hill serving as a bastion
providing a view of the plains. The fort is irregularly polygonal and the height of the wall also varies between 2m to 6m. The south fort stands on the
summit of a cliff. The rock is separated from the mass of the main hill by an impressive chasm, 26 to 60 feet deep and 18 to 30 feet broad. It is approached
by a flight of steps through a narrow valley. The walls have circular bastions on the outside and on the top is an irregularly pentagonal citadel.

Pulkeshi I shifted the capital of his kingdom to Badami and also made tremendous effort to construct a fort on the high hill plateau. His only known
inscription dated 543 C.E essentially speaks of the construction of the fort, the only one known so far belonging to the period of ancient Karnataka.

Picture : A distant view of Badami fort.
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4.Vijayanagar Fort

Under the guidance of sage Vidyaranya, Harihar and Bukka founded in 1335 a city on the banks of the Tungabhadra river which was named Vijayanagar
in Bellary district in Karnataka.

The kingdom prospered under their rule but it was constantly in conflict with the neighbouring powers like the Bahamani kingdom. To protect the city
Harihar I1(1399-1406) raised walls and towers of the fort and strengthened their fortifications. The city was further strengthened by Devaraya I1 (1422-
1446). The Persian traveller Abdul Razak who visited the city in 1443 tells us that the fortress of Vijayanagar is in the form of a circle situated on the
summit of a hill.

The fortifications of the city were no doubt formidable. It was surrounded by deep moats which prevented the enemy from coming near the walls. It was
equipped with up-to-date weapons of offence and defence. On the walls were set up catapults which showered stones, clubs and viable axes upon the
enemy, causing much harm. Explosive weapons were also used in defending the fort against the invaders. There were various gateways, namely the
Kampli gateway, Sandur gateway, Hospet gateway, Kamalapura gateway and Mallapura gateway. All these gates were connected with high walls and
hill ranges concentrically. The defence of the fort was left in the hands of Amaranayakas in whom the Raja had great confidence.

Krishnadevaraya who ascended the throne in 1509 added several buildings in the capital. But a battle on 23 January 1565 at Talikota completely
destroyed Vijayanagar. It was a watershed battle fought between the Vijayanagar Empire and the Deccan Sultanates of Ahmednagar, Bidar, Bijapur and
Golconda, who had formed a grand alliance which caused the end of the Vijayanagar Empire, the last great Hindu kingdom in South India.

Pictures : View of Talarighatta Gate (above, left), Domed Gate (above, right), Lotus Mahal (below, left), Stepped Tank (below, right).
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5. Gulbarga Fort

The fort of Gulbarga located in Karnataka was a Naradurga with no natural defences. The fort had 15 towers and probably 26 guns, including one 25 feet
long. The fort stands to the north-west of the city and has a rectangular plan. It is enclosed by a double wall (50 feet thick) with bastions at intervals and
surrounded by a deep and wide moat. The really massive projecting bastions held revolving platforms for cannon. There were machicolations, merlons
and embrasures with loopholes for musketry.

There were two gateways, one in the middle of the east wall and other in the middle of the west wall. The outer barbican gate of the east gateway is
destroyed. On the either side of this 50 feet long gateway are large guard rooms.

The west gate was a formidable structure and was protected by an outwork, now in ruins. It projects out as a spectacular horn work beyond the fort and
includes a succession of four doors and four strongly defended courts. The entrance was further defended by three tiers of powerful iron chains which, in
times of attack, were fixed across the opening in front of the door. The two-leaved door is still in its position, iron clad and armoured with spikes.

Alone among Indian forts, Gulbarga boasted a huge, formidable dungeon the Bala Hissar. Rectangular, with four great towers, its grey-black sandstone
walls have no opening below the level of the crenellations except the entrance, high up on the north face at the head of a long, exposed flight of steps. It
was in the centre of the fort, used as a residence and place of last refuge.

Pictures : View of a double wall with bastions at intervals (above), the dungeon Bala Hissar (below) and Cannon at Bala Hissar (inset).
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6.Jamia Mosque, Gulbarga Fort

Gulbarga's Jamia Mosque, builtin 1367 by Rafi of Kazvin, is unique in India in that it is completely covered, with a dome over the mihrab, domes at each
corner and more than 70 smaller domes. There is no open courtyard and it measures 216 feet by 176 feet—all light comes from the arcades.

Towards the east of the city are Bahmani tombs - squares with large domes. They are simple domed cubes of plastered rubble in northern style. But the
mausoleum of Firoz Shah does bear some Hindu decoration, though this remained uncommon in the Deccan until the time of the Adil Shahi dynasty
towards the end of the 15th century C.E. One of the tombs —of Khwaja Banda Nawaz- is venerated by all communities. The arches of these buildings are
in Bahmani style and paintings on walls are in Persian style.

The revolt of the Muslim officers appointed from Delhi resulted in founding of the Bahmani Sultanate in 1347 C.E. by Hassan Gangu, who chose
Gulbarga to be his capital and adorned it with buildings.

Gulbarga continued to play an important role till 1429 when Ahmad Shah shifted his capital to Bidar. With the transfer of the capital, Gulbarga lost its
place of pride. In 1520 Krishnadevaraya of Vijayanagar invaded Gulbarga, razed the fortress to the ground. Later Ali Adil Shah defeated the king of
Vijayanagar and, as per inscriptions, repaired the Gulbarga Fort. In 1657 Aurangzeb, then governor of Deccan succeeded in conquering Bijapur and
Gulbarga. Later Gulbarga changed hands and became a part of the Nizam's kingdom.

Pictures : View of Jamia Mosque in Gulbarga fort (above), inside view of Jamia Mosque (below, left) and prayer hall of Jamia Mosque (below, right)
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7.Bidar Fort

Located on the Deccan Plateau in the north-eastern part of Karnataka, Bidar is situated 740 kms north of Bengaluru. The Bidar fort is irregular rhomboid
in shape and is one of the most formidable forts of the country. The total circuit of the ramparts is over 3 miles and it has 37 bastions and five gates. The
fort is surrounded by glacis and moats in the form of triple channel with partition walls hewn out of solid rocks which are a special feature of Bidar. The
walls, bastions, gates and barbicans of Bidar, which are still intact, are some of the most sophisticated architectural features in India. The Munde Burj is
the most prominent bastion commanding the approach with heavy guns and loopholes. The main entrance to the fort is from the town through a triple
gate. The first was defended by a moat, now filled in, and was closed by two doors in succession, the outer door being studded with spikes.

The gateways are skillfully designed, having strong barbicans. The gateways on the east side, standing high above the plain, are approached through
steep and winding tunnels. The citadel was formerly cut off from the rest of the fort by a wall, now largely destroyed, occupies the highest spot and, in
addition to its gate from the fort, has a strong postern. Inside the town-walls and the fort are many old buildings. The more important of them are Royal
Kitchen, Tarkash Mahal, Lal Bagh, Gagan Mahal, Rangin Mahal, Takhat Mahal, and so on. The madrassa of Mahmud Gawan is one of the noteworthy
monuments of Bidar.

The Bahamani rulers did not take too long to realize that Gulbarga being nearer to their rival Vijayanagar was not too secure a place for the capital.
Comparatively Bidar was more secure and also climatically better. In 1429 Ahmad Shah Wali shifted the Bahamani capital from Gulbarga to Bidar. It is
believed that the building of the city and fort of Bidar commenced sometime in 1429, when the king Ahmad Shah Wali returned from the conquest of
Kherla, and the operation lasted for three years and was completed in 1432.

Pictures : Entrance to Bidar fort (above, left), Tarkash Mahal (above, right), Rangin Mahal (below, left) and Gagan Mahal (below, right).
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8.Bijapur Fort

Bijapur was once the capital of the Adil Shahi dynasty and it is located in the district of the same name in the present Karnataka state. The fort is roughly
oval-shaped in plan, the western part being broader, with wide moat (36m wide), filled with water besides tall and formidable defence curtains
interconnected by colossal watch towers and gun bastions. The area covered by the fort is 4km east-west and 3.25 km north-south. Bijapur fort is the
most spacious fort of the Muslim rulers in Karnataka. The fort has five important gateways - Mecca Gate on the west, Shahpur Gate at the north—west,
Bahamani Gate on the north, Allapur Gate on the east and Fateh Gate on the south-east.

In addition to the main gateways, there are three colossal watch towers (bury), almost at regular intervals, one being the Feringi Burj which
accommodates several pieces of cannon. The fort has a number of guns, some are famous, one of them being Malik-i-Maidan (March of the Field). The
citadel popularly known as the Arkquila is roughly located in the centre of the fort. The Arkquila is a treasury of artistic buildings consisting of palaces,
arches, tombs, gateways, minarets all carved with rich brown basalt rock. The most important of them being the Gol Gumbaz, the tomb of Sultan
Mohammad Ali Shah, regarded as one of the most remarkable buildings in the world. The prominent palaces are the Chini Mahal, Anand Mahal, Adalat
Mabhal, Asar Mahal, Gagan Mahal and Sat Manjil.

In the wake of the breakup of the Bahamani Kingdom, Yusuf Adil Shah (1489-1510), who was a governor under the Bahamani Sultan Muhammad Shah I1
(1482-1515) of Bidar, declared independence and founded a new dynasty of rulers in Bijapur, known as the Adil Shahis. From the early part of the 16th
century to the middle of 17th century, vigorous structural activity in Bijapur resulted in the appearance of monuments of wonder and grandeur.

Pictures : Entrance to Bijapur fort (above, left), Gol Gumbaz (above, right), Ibrahim Roza (below) and Malik-i-Maidan (inset).
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9. Raichur Fort
Raichur, on the banks of the Tungabhadra river, is the headquarters of Raichur district. It is located 409 kms from the state capital, Bengaluru.

The original fort at Raichur, according to a long inscription on a slab on the western wall, was built by Raja Vitthala on the order of the Kakatiya queen,
Rudramma Devi, in the last decade of the 13th century. It came into the possession of the Bahamanis and later Adil Shahis during the 15th and 16th
centuries.

Adil Shahi rulers made several additions and modifications to the fortifications and built the outer fort wall. The walls of this fort are constructed of huge
blocks of well-dressed and nicely fitted stones, without the aid of any cementing material. The outer wall, which is constructed of comparatively rough
stone masonry, however, is the work of the Muslims, as is shown by the various inscriptions in Arabic and Persian on its bastions and gateways. There
are two gateways in the inner fortifications (Sailani darwaza in the west and Sikandari darwaza in the east) and five in the outer fortifications (Mecca in
the west, Naurangi in the north, Kati in the east, Khandak in the south and Doddi in the eastern side). The outer wall is enclosed by a deep moat on three
sides, the fourth (or the southern) side being naturally defended by a row of three rocky hills, all fortified with massive ramparts. The outer fort is
considerably larger than the inner fort.

The Bala Hissar or citadel, situated on the middle and loftiest of the hills on the southern side, stands on an irregularly shaped platform supported on
stone masonry piled up with on rough boulders. It contains mainly, a Durbar Hall, a small one-arched mosque in Bijapur style, a dargah called Panch
Bibi Dargah and a square cistern now filled up with earth.

Pictures : A distant view of Raichur fort (above), one of the entrance gate of Raichur fort (below).
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10. Shahpur Fort

Shahpur is a town located in Karnataka and it is about 500 kms north of Bengaluru. Shahpur fort is of irregular shape built on precipitous rocks which
originally formed the principal defences of the fort. The two arched gateways of the Shahpur fort which are attached with the fortification walls are in
ruins. One of them has Persian inscription on top. The fort is dominated by a great attainable conical hill, on which the citadel stands making it
impregnable. To reach the citadel one has to pass through triple wall fortification built of masonry in lime-mortar. The inner walls also have bastions
with battlements. Entrance to the inner circle is through small doorways. Between the ramparts are several stone structures of various dimensions,
serving different purposes.

Of'the seven inscriptions at Shahpur fort, the earliest dated 1555, describes that the fort was built by Ibrahim Adil Shah I through one Muhammad Yusuf.
He strengthened the bastions and curtains. It is interesting to note that even in the inscriptions carved on Shahpur fort and the town gateway (Gogi
Darwaza) the name Shahpur does not appear. As per the mythology, the name of Shahpur is 'Sagar'. But in its place the name Nusratbad is mentioned
which was given by Adil Shahi rulers.

Picture : Ramparts of Shahpur fort.
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11. Belgaum Fort

One of the oldest forts in Karnataka, the Belgaum fort played host to a multitude of dynasties, from the Rattas, the Vijayanagar emperors, Bijapur
Sultans, Marathas and finally the British. During the freedom movement of India, Mahatma Gandhi was imprisoned here. The Belgaum fort is also an
embodiment of the legacy of religious tolerance in Belgaum as there are a number of sacred shrines pertaining to different religions. The fort has Hindu,
Jain and Muslim architectural influence with temples and mosques located within its limits, indicating cultural syncretism. The architectural styles seen
in the mosques are of the Indo-Saracenic and Deccan type.

There are two Hindu shrines at the fort entrance - one devoted to Ganesha and another to goddess Durga. There are two Jain temples inside the fort, the
Kamal Basadi, with the Neminatha idol in black stone is more famous. It was built in the Chalukyan style in 1204 C.E. The other temple called the
Chikki Basadi is in ruins. It was once considered as a “remarkable piece of Jain architecture”. It had a frontage, which was ornamented with rows of
dancing figurines, musicians, and trimmed flowers. The fort has two mosques or masjids, namely the Safa Masjid and Jamia Masjid; the former mosque
is the most frequented by the Muslim population of the city of Belgaum.

Located in an undulating plain land, the fort is of oval shape and is surrounded by a deep and wide moat excavated in soft red stone. It was originally built
by Jaya Raya, also called Bichi Raja, an ally of the Ratta Dynasty, in 1204 C.E. However Jakub Ali Khan of the Bijapur Sultanate is responsible for
transforming the fort into an invincible fortress surrounded by a deep moat, huge walls, bastions, battlements and parapets. In 1686, the Mughal
emperor Aurangzeb defeated the Bijapur Sultanate, and Belgaum came under his control.

Pictures: Jain temple inside the Kamal Basadi (above), view of interior of Safa Masjid (below, left) and detail of pillar of Safa Masjid (below, right).
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12. Bellary Fort

Bellary is a historic city in Bellary district in the state of Karnataka. The Bellary fort is built on top of Ballari Gudda (hill in Kannada) or the Fort Hill.
The fort is divided as the Upper Fort and the Lower Fort. The Upper Fort is a polygonal walled building on the summit, with only one approach, and has
no accommodation for a garrison. The Upper Fort consists of a citadel on the summit of the rock at approximately 2000 feet, guarded by three outer
lines of fortification, one below the other. It contains several cisterns, excavated in the rock.

The turreted rampart is surrounded by a ditch and covered way. There is only one way up to the fort, which is a winding rocky path amongst the
boulders. On the top, outside the citadel is a small temple, the remains of some cells and several deep pools of water. Within the citadel are several
strongly constructed buildings, and an ample water supply from reservoirs constructed in the clefts of the rocks.

The Lower Fort lies at the eastern base of the rock and measures about halfa mile in diameter, and probably had an arsenal and barracks. It consists of a
surrounding rampart, numerous bastions, faced by a deep ditch and glacis. The entrance to the Lower Fort is via two gates, one each on the western and
eastern sides. Just outside the eastern gates of the Lower Fort is a temple dedicated to Lord Hanuman - the Kote Anjaneya Temple.

The Fort was built round the hill during Vijayanagar times by Hande Hanumappa Nayaka. Hyder Ali, who took possession of the fort from the Hande

Nayaka family in 1769, got the fort renovated and modified with the help of a French engineer. The Lower Fort was added by Hyder Ali around the
eastern half of the hill. Legend has it that the unfortunate French engineer was hanged, for overlooking the fact that the neighbouring Kumbara Gudda
is taller than Ballari Gudda, thus compromising the secrecy and command of'the fort.

Pictures: Entrance of Upper fort (above), Remains of temples inside the fort (below).
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13. Bengaluru Fort

Bengaluru fort is located on the Deccan Plateau in the south-eastern part of Karnataka. The fort at Bengaluru had a perimeter of about one mile; it was of
solid masonry, surrounded by a wide ditch which was commanded from 26 towers placed at intervals along the ramparts. To its north lay the fortified
town, several miles in circumference and protected by a rampart constituting of a deep belt of thorn and cactus, and a small ditch.

Bengaluru fort was originally built as amud fortin 1537 by Kempe Gowda a feudatory of the Vijayanagar empire and the founder of Bengaluru.

After the fall of the Vijayanagara empire, Bengaluru's rule changed hands several times. In 1638, a large Bijapur army led by Ranadulla Khan and
accompanied by Shahji Bhonsle defeated Kempe Gowda III and Bengaluru was given to him as a jagir. Later on, Bengaluru was sold to Chikkadevaraja
Wodeyar (1673—1704) of Mysuru for 3,00,000 rupees. In 1759, Hyder Ali, Commander-in-Chief of the Mysuru Army, proclaimed himself the de facto
ruler of Mysuru. He converted the fort into a stone fort in 1761. It was here that Hyder Ali imprisoned David Baird, along with a number of other army
officers of the British. The fort stands as a witness to the struggle of the Mysuru Emperor against the British domination.

The kingdom later passed to Hyder Ali's son Tipu Sultan, known as the Tiger of Mysore. Bengaluru Fort was a stronghold of Tipu Sultan. He later
extended the fort and it came to be known as the Tipu Sultan Fort. The intricately carved arches of the fort have been built as per the Islamic style.
Another major attraction of the fort is also the well-preserved Ganapati temple situated inside it.

Pictures: Inside view of Bengaluru fort (above), Main Entrance of Bengaluru fort (below, left) and detail of motifs on Main Entrance (below, right).
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14. Chitradurga Fort

Chitradurga fort is situated in the Chitradurga district of Karnataka. It is located approximately120 kms from Hampi, and approximately 200 kms from
Bengaluru. Chitradurga is formed of two words in the Kannada language: 'chitra’ means “picture” and 'durga’ means “fort”. It is locally known as
"Yelusuttina Kote' or “Seven circles fort”. The Chinmuladri range constituting of seven hills is enclosed by a series of seven concentric fortification
walls which is the Chitradurga fort. Each wall has a gate with an ascending access through winding, and turning narrow corridors which would make it
difficult to use elephants for attacking the fort or to break down the gates. Small embrasures in the fort walls were provided for use by archers to shoot
arrows at the enemy. Four gates were provided in the outer most walls. The four gates (called 'Bagilu’ in Kannada) are called Rangayyana Bagilu, the
second one called Siddayyana Bagilu, third one is called the Ucchangi Bagilu and fourth one is named Lalkote Bagilu.

The area covered by the fort is reported to be 1,500 acres. The total length of the fort walls is about 8 kms. The impregnable fortification for defence
purposes consisted of gateways, posterior entrances, water tanks and watch towers to guard and keep vigil on the enemy incursions. The storage ware-
houses, pits and reservoirs were primarily designed to ensure food, water and military supplies required to endure a long siege. Uniquely, all these
facilities are still well conserved. Initially, it was built in mud but was subsequently strengthened in stretches with granite stone slabs in the 18th century
C.E. An outstanding feature noticed in several stretches of the fort walls is that no cementing material has been used in joining the large granite cubes
that have been neatly sized, cut, trimmed and placed in position.

The fort was built in stages between the 10th and 18th centuries by the dynastic rulers of the region, including the Rashtrakutas, Chalukyas and
Hoysalas. However, the Nayakas of Chitradurga, or Palegar Nayakas, were solely responsible for the expansion of the fort as the dynastic reign of the
Nayakas lasted for over 200 years. The Chitradurga fort was their stronghold and the very heart of their province until Madakari Nayaka V, its last ruler
was defeated by Hyder Ali of Mysore Kingdom. The fort thus stands as a tribute to the Nayakas who ruled this part of Karnataka.

Pictures: Main Entrance of Chitradurga fort (above, left), Ramparts of Chitradurga fort (above, right), Palace Complex (below, left) and Akka
Tangiyarra Houda (below, right).
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15. Seringapatam Fort

The ancient fortress city of Seringapatam (now called Srirangapatna or Srirangapatnam) was located on an island in the Cauvery river approximately
15 kms from Mysuru and approximately 120 kms from Bengaluru. The island fort has an attractive walled courtyard with reliefs of serpents beneath
banyan trees leading to the Water Gate. Tipu's summer palace is just outside the east side of the fort, a confection of red and white vertically striped walls
in a garden. Its wall paintings, depicting Colonel Baillie's defeat at the hands of Haider Ali, were restored by Wellesley and later repainted on the orders
of Lord Dalhousie. He also gave the double doors, rosewood inlaid with ivory, for the mausoleum of Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan, which stands in the
Lalbagh further east. The memorial of Colonel Baillie, who died a prisoner, is nearby.

It was the capital for the Muslim rulers of the kingdom of Mysore, Haidar Ali (1722 —1782) and his son, Tipu Sultan (1753 —1799). The name is derived
from the ancient Hindu temple of Sri Ranganatha Swami (the Hindu god Vishnu), which is located at the western end of the island. The city became the
site of two of the most famous sieges of the Anglo-Mysore Wars (in 1792 and 1799).

The Siege of Seringapatam (5 April—4 May 1799) was the final confrontation of the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War between the British East India Company
and the Kingdom of Mysuru. The British achieved a decisive victory after breaching the walls of the fortress at Seringapatam and storming the citadel.
Tipu Sultan, Mysuru's ruler, was killed in the action. The British restored the Wodeyar dynasty to the throne after the victory, but retained indirect
control of the kingdom.

Pictures: Entrance of Seringapatam fort (above, left), Place where Tipu’s body was found (above, right), Inside view of Colonel Baillie’s Dungeon
(below, left) and Memorial Tower (below, right).
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16. Mudgal Fort

Mudgal fort is situated in the Raichur district of Karnataka. Mudgal has strong fortifications of stone walls and strong circular bastions of irregular
shape. It has a double wall fortification. The first entrance has strong wooden gate with long projecting iron spikes. At the outer gateway column, there
are four hooked iron chains. Originally they were longer, they were probably meant to tie across the gateway for protection. The second gate is entered
through horn-shaped arrangement and has guard rooms on either side. The battlements are strong with machicolation.

The outer fort has a wide moat, which is filled with water. The width of the moat varies, being as much as 50 yards at several places. Behind the moat,
there is a scarp with a row of bastions and after that, a narrow covered passage and adjoining it the counter scarp with very massive bastions. From the
arrangement of the existing fort, it is apparent that the fort was rebuilt after the inventions of guns. The courses of masonry at several places are of Hindu
style, but the arch-shaped parapet is of Muslim design. The moat and the row of bastions together offer a pleasing view.

Mudgal was originally an outpost of the Kakatiya kingdom. It passed hands from the Yadavas to the Delhi Sultans, Vijayanagar and the Bahamani
kingdom. When Adil Shahi kingdom was established, the fort was part of the kingdom. The Adil Shahs rebuilt it and strengthened the defences of the
fort. Several inscriptions at Mudgal fort belong to Bijapur rulers like Ali Adil Shah I (1558-80) and Ibrahim Adil Shah IT(1580-1627).

Pictures: Ramparts of Mudgal fort (above) and merlons in the walls of Mudgal fort (below).
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17.Jamalabad Fort

Jamalabad fort, located 8 kms north of Beltangadi town, (approximately 65 kms from Mangaluru) is 1788 ft above sea level and was formerly called
Narasimha Ghada, which refers to the granite hill on which the fort is built. Itis also referred to locally as 'Jamalagadda'.

The fort is inaccessible other than via a narrow path, with nearly 1876 steps to the fort that are cut out of the granite hill and lead all the way to the top
through the fort to the summit.

Inside the citadel there is only one tank to store water and the remains of a single cannon on the hillock. Nothing much of the fort remains except hints of
the fort wall with parapets. The fort was built by Tipu Sultan in 1794 and named after his mother, Jamalabee. The fort is said to have been built over the
ruins of an older structure. The fort was captured by the British in 1799 during the Fourth Anglo-Mysore war.

Pictures: Adistantview of Jamalabad fort (above) and entrance of Jamalabad fort (below).
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18.Devanahalli Fort

Devanabhalli fort is located approximately 35 kms north of Bengaluru city, in Karnataka. The present fort was built of stone by Hyder Ali and Tipu
Sultan. It is spread over an area of 20 acres. The roughly oval east oriented fortification veneered with dressed masonry has as many as 12 semi-circular
bastions at regular intervals. A spacious battlement is provided towards the inner side of the fortification. The fort has entrances decorated with cut
plasterwork at the east and west. The entrances are quite small, comfortable enough for the horses of yore. The bastions are provided with gun points
built with lime and brick. The house in which Tipu and Hyder Ali lived also exists till date. The house of Dewan Purnaiah, a high ranking official in
Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan's court, is also located inside the fort.

It was originally builtin 1501 by Mallabairegowda, and it remained in the hands of his descendants until the mid—eighteenth century. In 1749, the then
Dalwai of Mysuru, Nanjarajaiah, attacked the fort and occupied it.

Later, the fort passed into the hands of Hyder Ali and subsequently Tipu Sultan. In 1791, Lord Cornwallis laid siege to the fort and took its possession
during the Anglo-Mysore War.

Pictures: Aview ofouter wall of Devanahalli fort (above, left), birth place of Tipu Sultan (above, right) and inside view of remains of Devanahalli fort
(below).
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19.Mirjan Fort

Mirjan Fort is built using Islamic and Portuguese technology making it one of the strongest and biggest forts in North Kannada district of Karnataka.
Situated on the west coast of Karnataka, it was a well-known port frequented by the Roman merchants between 1st and 3rd centuries C.E. mentioned by
Pliny, 77 C.E. and Periplus, 247 C.E. This port town played a dominant role in the maritime trade for items like black pepper, cinnamon and Arabian
horses. However, it was only in 17th century that Shareef-ul-Mulk (1608-1640), a feudatory of the Adil Shahi Sultan of Bijapur, got this fort
constructed. After the fall of Vijayanagar empire this fort successively went into the hands of the Bahamani Sultans, Adil Shahis of Bijapur, a small
ruling family of Uttara Kannada region, the Portuguese, Hyder and Tipu and finally the British.

The fort is spread over an elevated mound with an area of 11.8 acres. Built out of laterite blocks, it has four entrances and is surrounded by a moat to
which water is continuously supplied by the nearby stream Kudurehalla. There are eleven circular bastions all around with series of merlons and gun
holes above the walls. Within the forts are structures and other remains, one such structure appears to have housed the administrative offices. There is
also a chamber which was possibly used for storing explosives. There are underground passages and about 2 wells with stone lining dug inside of the
fort. Because of'its long historical importance, Mirjan fort has been declared as a protected monument by the Archaeological Survey of India.

Pictures: Wide view of Mirjan fort (above), Ramparts of Mirjan fort (below).
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20. Wagangera Fort

Wagangera was a place of historical importance in Shorapur taluk during 16th-18th century. It finds its place in the pages of Indian history for the battle which took
place between the Raja of Shorapur and Emperor Aurangzeb. Wagangera contains the ruins of a well constructed fort which at the time of the Raja was considered to be
invincible. Itlies 7 kms to the west of Shorapur town and 12 kms to the north of the river Krishna. The fort known as Padukote is to the west of the village and fort known
as Hosakila is to the east. Between these two forts there is a large reservoir known as Anesondikeri which serves as a moat to the fort.

The fortis rectangular in plan and measures 350 m by 240 m. It has two distinct courts, upper court on the east and lower court on the west. The main approach to the fort
is on the east with a large number of structures. The upper court occupies the elevated area that serves as a citadel. The fort wall is built with dressed granite blocks and is
plastered on both sides. The wall measures 4 mto 5 min heightand 1.5 min thickness.

The fort wall can be divided into total 9 bastions and two gates. North and south wall divides the fort into two courts and it has a gate in the middle. The fort has three
gates one each on the eastern, western and southern walls. These gateways are similar on plan and consist of arched openings, a semi circular bastion on sides, a barbican
court and raised platforms flanking the passage. The wall is built with the blocks having floral and geometrical decorations and also has fragments of pillars and capital
blocks etc of Hindu temples.

A mosque is located to the west of the Ram Darwaza. It is rectangular in plan and measures 24 m by 13 m. It has a prayer hall and an open court and the rectangular open
courtis surrounded by 70 cm thick and 1 m high wall. It has entrances on the eastern and southern sides. Both the exterior and interior walls are plastered. Two graves are
situated in open court.

Pictures: Adistantview of Wagangera fort (above)and Ruins of well inside Wagangera fort (below).
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21.Basavakalyan Fort

Basavakalyana fort is located in Bidar district of Karnataka. Its historic importance is dated to the 10th century. The capital of Later Chalukyas was
shifted from Manyakheta to Kalyana that is why it is also known as Kalyana fort. Basavakalyana with its fort was the centre of a great social and
religious movement, in the 12th century, because of Basaveshwara, the social reformer. He fought against caste system and the orthodoxy in Hinduism.

The fort is strategically built as a defence structure in an unobtrusive setting, which is not visible till the enemy is at close quarters of the fort. This gives
advantage for the defence forces holed up in the fort to repulse enemy attacks. The fort was made defensively complex with guard rooms and barbicans,
which was a novelty at that time. It consists of three concentric irregular fort walls.

The main door to the citadel is known as the "Akhand Darwaza'built with four red stone slabs. From the doorway, up a flight of steps is the passage to the
Rajmahal (mostly in ruins). However, the ceiling in the palace hall displays colourful designs. The central wall in the hall has patterns of vases and urns.
Within the fort precincts one finds a platform used during Muharram prayers, or could be aroyal courtyard used by king for relaxing purposes.

This is one fort where one can see varieties of cannons, some artistic and intricately designed. Some of them are short and stubby but the size of the bore
is really large and impressive. A close look at the handles of the cannons is needed to analyse the design engraved on it. Most of them are fish shaped.
One biggest cannon has similarities to the cannon in Bijapur, the one that's supposed to be an alloy of five metals. The alloy has certain qualities- does
not heat in the hottest of weathers, does not corrode, can withstand the worst of nature's forces. This cannon is almost in the original condition, the swivel
action still works.

Pictures: View of Basavakalyana fort (above), inside view of Raj-Mahal (below, left) and ruins of Rangin Mahal (below, right).
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22.Yadgiri Fort

Yadgiri fort is one of the largest forts of Karnataka. Remarkable architecture and building planning are the key features of this fort. The fortis built over
a massive monolith measuring about 850m long, 500m wide and 100 m high. It was ruled by the Kalyana Chalukyas, Yadavas, Cholas, Bahmani
Sultans, Adil Shahis and the Nizams. According to sources, five inscriptions of various time periods have been found in this fort. As per the inscription
situated close to the fort entrance, Yadgiri fort was built by a person named Jagannath from Sagar, a village in Shahpur talugq.

In terms of size and strength, Yadgiri fort can be compared to Madhugiri, Chitradurga, Bellary, and Shahpur forts. All these forts are built over rocky
hills and have multiple levels.

Yadgiri town has grown around the northern corner of the hill that's where the fort entrance is situated. This is the Mahadwara, the entrance gate. Beyond
the Mahadwara are a series of gateways which is nothing but a security measure. The whole fortification can be divided on the basis of these gateways
from outer to innermost. After entering these gates a long path going uphill with towering walls to the left and deep stone lined water tanks to the right
with Yadgiri Lake in the background is picturesque. Yadgiri had plenty of resources for fresh water, within and outside the fort.

The north-west corner of the hill is located on the edge of the plateau and there are two or three turrets. One of the turrets with cannon has an Arabian or
Persian inscription at the tail-end. In the vicinity are several cannons lying about. Also there's a big rectangular structure which might have been soldiers
barracks. There is a pair of massive bastions connected by rampart walls with a small passage in it. That is the western entrance to this fort. All the sides
and entrances are armed with cannons. This suggests it was surely a well guarded fort.

Pictures: A distant view of Yadgiri fort (above), Entrance to Yadgiri fort (below, left) and ruins of Palace Complex (below, right).
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23.Jaladurga Fort

Jaladurga is a fortified village in Raichur district in the state of Karnataka. The Adil Shahi Kings of Bijapur built the fort. A group of islands are formed by
the river Krishna. In fact river Krishna defines the district borders of Raichur and Yadgiri. Jaladurga occupies the western tip of the island.
Jala + Durga = water + fort, also known as Dweepadurga too (Dweepa + Durga = island + fort). The Krishna river flows east side around the hill and the
approach from surrounding areas is difficult, hence it is an ideal place for a fort. The fort is in ruined status. On top of the fort, at one point of time, there was
apalace and acellar.

On the southern edge there is a high rise structure. Also there is tower built to provide unrestricted view of the fort and the island. The fort ruins can be
seen from the base of the hill going right up to the summit. In fact this is the highest point of the fort as well as the island. There are a few tombs of the
kings with no identification; there is Sangameshwara Matha, and a temple of Yellamma. The sides of the river Krishna is not sandy;, it is full of smooth
boulders and it is called Mandhana Maduvu. At Jaladurga there is a small stone inscription written in Urdu and Devanagariscript. According to local
belief, there is a box like stone hidden in the river, which contain about one lakh verses of the great saint Basavanna and are yet to be discovered by rest of
the world.

This fort is built in a roughly hexagonal layout with harbours on the opposite sides. With the temple at the centre, the main streets run in a radial way
surrounded by paramount buildings such as royal palaces, mansions of ministers, public offices, buildings of nobles, houses of Brahmins. Almost all the

basic safety measures for the inmates and fatal obstacles to the incoming enemies have been thought of, thus making it a very secure fort.

Pictures: Wide view of Jaladurga fort (above) and one of the bastions of Jaladurga fort above Krishna river (below).
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24.Torgal Fort

Located in the Ramdurg taluq on the bank of river Malaprabha is located Hale Torgal. After the fall of Vijayanagar, Torgal came under the Mughals and
Marathas. It is believed that Shivaji also built or expanded a fort here. Two Persian inscriptions have been found on the walls of the fort. One is of the
days of Ibrahim dated 1535, speaking of the construction perhaps extension of the construction of the fort by one Ismail, son of Abdul Aziz. Another
inscription with a few Kannada lines at the bottom is the Ibrahim I1 of 1583, it speaks of the construction again perhaps of another part of the fort.

Fort is located on hilly terrain along the bank of river Malaprabha. It has got two gateways, one faces west while the other north-east. The one on the
north-east is the main entrance of the fort. Wall of the fort is decorated with motifs and designs. Light carving on stone wall is very common here. Some
of the designs are really unique and peculiar for example there is a carving of a fish and two creatures and their body looks like swan but the head looks
like snake.

The Torgal village has twin Chalukyan temples facing each other. Bhutanatha Temple complex within the fort is a huge site. Other temple with a similar
plan and size has a Devi image installed in the Garbhagriha. While entering the complex from the north gate, there is a small Ganapati shrine of
Vijayanagar style. All together there are nine temples here. Of these only Bhutanatha has sculpture around its Garbhagriha and its parapets have some
erotic sculptures which have been damaged. Architecture and some sculptures of Bhuthnatha temple are strikingly similar to Khajuraho temples. Apart
from these temples, the fort has three mosques, four dargahs and two tombs. This small fort village is an interesting tourist spot because of its old
monuments, temples and statues and also reflect the historical events that have taken place during the bygone era.

Pictures: View of Torgal fort (above) and Bhutanatha Temple complex (below).
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25. Kittur Chennamma Fort

Chennamma fort is a great historical monument and tourist attraction in Karnataka. It is also known as Kittur Chennamma fort. This fort is situated at a
distance of 50 kilometres from Belgaum and from Dharwad it is located at a distance of 32 kilometres. The Kittur Chennamma Fort stands as an
evidence of the great Freedom struggle that was led by Rani Chennamma. It is not just important from archaeological point of view but also stands as a
symbol of bravery and women's pride.

The fort is constructed out of black basalt rock but at present it is nothing but a ruin. The low wall on both sides of the fort has tiny embankments. In the
interior of it lies an ancient telescope through which Rani Chennamma used to watch the Dhruva Nakshatra or the Pole Star in the morning. But the
telescope is poorly maintained. It had a beautiful porch which measured 100 feet by 30 feet which was supported by teak pillars. But now the pillar is
removed together with its roof. A museum is also present in Kittur which exhibits some antique pieces like swords, shields, wooden doors etc.

A moat runs right around the perimeter of the wall. Probably the moat was fed by water from a lake close to the eastern wall. Bastions flanking the
gateway are restored and plastered with a thick layer of cement-sand mixture. Within the Palace complex a huge hall structure was built mainly for the
conference purpose and called as Palace Durbar or conference hall. This fort is not just symbolic for its architectural designs but also stands as
reminiscence to the great revolt against the British after the introduction of the Doctrine of Lapse.

Pictures: Ruins of Palace Complex inside Chennamma fort (above) and another view of ruins of Palace Complex inside Chennamma fort (below).
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Forts of Karnataka

1. Banavasi Fort

Banavasi is an ancient temple town in Uttara Kannada district
in Karnataka. It is 374 kilometres away from Bengaluru.
It is one of the ancient towns of India which has been
mentioned in the Mahabharata epic. Banavasi has been called
as “Jaladurga” or Water Fort by the Aihole inscription of
Pulkeshi II probably because the river Varadha flows around
the town on three sides. It used to lie in the rain forests of
Western Ghats making its access very difficult.

At one point of time the extant fort walls used to enclose part
of the present village of Banavasi. The Chutus, a feudatory of
the imperial Satavahanas made Banavasi its capital and later
on it was ruled by the Kadambas. However, only the ruins and
few remains of the fort can be seen today.

The fort was built at the sharp curve of the river Varadha, the
point at which the river from the north-western direction used
to take an easterly turn abruptly. The river flowed in a zigzag
way thus providing considerable protection on the southern
side. The total length of the fort wall measured 2140 meters.
There used to be a moat along the exterior slope. The width of
the moat was about 12m at the base and about 22m at the top.
There were two main gates, one on the north and the other on
the south-east. There was a small gate on the west almost in
the mid-way of the western wing of the fort-wall which is in
ruins. It was not meant for regular and common entrance, but
to be used in times of danger by people for escape.

Originally, the fort wall was built of bricks during the reign of
the Chutus, a feudatory of the Satavahanas. Thereafter, during
the reign of Kadambas, the fort was enlarged and fortified
with laterite stones, bricks and mud.

2. Malkhed Fort

Manyakheta or modern Malkhed is located on the banks of
Kagina River in Gulbarga district, Karnataka. Malkhed was
the capital of the powerful Rashtrakuta empire from 814 C.E.
to 968 C.E. Malkhed had a glorious past under the Rashtrakuta
dynasty, particularly under the Emperor Amoghavarsha
Nrupatunga, who ruled for 64 years and penned the first
classical Kannada work, Kavirajamarga. Amoghavarsha
and scholars such as mathematician Mahaveeracharya, and
intellectuals Jinasenacharya, Gunabhadracharya helped to
spread Jainism in the region. After the fall of the Rashtrakutas,
it remained the capital of their successors, the Kalyani
Chalukyas or Western Chalukyas till about 1050 C.E.

There used to be two forts: a large outer fort at the ground
level and within it, a small fort on the artificially elevated
ground. Architecturally too, the outer and the inner differed
considerably. It appears that the outer was much earlier than
the inner. The outer fort was irregularly polygonal. The width
of the wall was 3 m and the wall rose to a height of 6 m. It
had two exits, one near the north-west corner looking west
and another in the middle of the eastern side looking east.
The citadel within the fort was meant for the rulers and their
important officials. But this fort including the citadel was
destroyed ultimately perhaps during severe conflicts between
the Rashtrakutas and the Cholas. Within the fort is, at present,
a Jaina temple and a few sculptures, door frames, pillars of
some temples of the Rashtrakuta period.

Later a Muslim chieftain owing allegiance to the Bahamanis
perhaps built the fort with considerable modifications. Within
the fort is Jamma Masjid, Kali Masjid together with a colossal
bastion known as 'Upli Burj'. Malkhed was subjected to series
of unspeakable destructions by the Cholas and later by the

Muslims during the Sultanate and Mughal periods.
3. Badami Fort

Badami, formerly known as Vatapi, is a taluk in the Bagalkot
district of Karnataka. It was the regal capital of the Badami
Chalukyas from 540 to 757 C.E. It is famous for rock-cut and
other structural temples. Badami may be termed as hill cum
land fort. It is situated at the mouth of a ravine between two
extremely rocky hills on its north and south and a dam to the
east at the foothills forming a large reservoir between them.

The fortifications consisted originally of a lower fort
consisting of a bastioned wall enclosing the town and on a
level with the plain commanded by two small but strong forts
on the hills. The fort on the south hill is called Ranmandal
or the Battlefield fort and that on the north hill, is called the
Bande Kote or Fifty two rocks fort. The city was defended
on the east by stone and mud walls with loop-holed parapets
and on the west further protected by deep and broad ditches.

The fort on the north-hill is a very good instance of Giridurga.
The fort wall is semi-circular raised all along the edge of the
high hill serving as a bastion providing a view of the plains.
The fort is irregularly polygonal and the height of the wall
also varies between 2m to 6m. The south fort stands on the
summit of a cliff. The rock is separated from the mass of the
main hill by an impressive chasm, 26 to 60 feet deep and 18
to 30 feet broad. It is approached by a flight of steps through a
narrow valley. The walls have circular bastions on the outside
and on the top is an irregularly pentagonal citadel.

Pulkeshi I shifted the capital of his kingdom to Badami and
also made tremendous effort to construct a fort on the high hill
plateau. His only known inscription dated 543 C.E essentially
speaks of the construction of the fort, the only one known so far
belonging to the period of ancient Karnataka.

4. Vijayanagar Fort

Under the guidance of sage Vidyaranya, Harihar and Bukka
founded in 1335 a city on the banks of the Tungabhadra river
which was named Vijayanagar in Bellary district in Karnataka.

The kingdom prospered under their rule but it was constantly
in conflict with the neighbouring powers like the Bahamani
kingdom. To protect the city Harihar II (1399-1406)
raised walls and towers of the fort and strengthened their
fortifications. The city was further strengthened by Devaraya
II (1422-1446). The Persian traveller Abdul Razak who
visited the city in 1443 tells us that the fortress of Vijayanagar
is in the form of a circle situated on the summit of a hill.

The fortifications of the city were no doubt formidable. It
was surrounded by deep moats which prevented the enemy
from coming near the walls. It was equipped with up-to-
date weapons of offence and defence. On the walls were set
up catapults which showered stones, clubs and viable axes
upon the enemy, causing much harm. Explosive weapons
were also used in defending the fort against the invaders.
There were various gateways, namely the Kampli gateway,
Sandur gateway, Hospet gateway, Kamalapura gateway and
Mallapura gateway. All these gates were connected with high
walls and hill ranges concentrically. The defence of the fort
was left in the hands of Amaranayakas in whom the Raja had
great confidence.

Krishnadevaraya who ascended the throne in 1509 added
several buildings in the capital. But a battle on 23 January
1565 at Talikota completely destroyed Vijayanagar. It was a
watershed battle fought between the Vijayanagar Empire and
the Deccan Sultanates of Ahmednagar, Bidar, Bijapur and
Golconda, who had formed a grand alliance which caused the
end of the Vijayanagar Empire, the last great Hindu kingdom
in South India.

5. Gulbarga Fort

The fort of Gulbarga located in Karnataka was a Naradurga
with no natural defences. The fort had 15 towers and probably
26 guns, including one 25 feet long. The fort stands to the
north-west of the city and has a rectangular plan. It is enclosed
by a double wall (50 feet thick) with bastions at intervals and
surrounded by a deep and wide moat. The really massive
projecting bastions held revolving platforms for cannon.
There were machicolations, merlons and embrasures with
loopholes for musketry.

There were two gateways, one in the middle of the east wall
and other in the middle of the west wall. The outer barbican
gate of the east gateway is destroyed. On the either side of this
50 feet long gateway are large guard rooms.

The west gate was a formidable structure and was protected
by an outwork, now in ruins. It projects out as a spectacular
horn work beyond the fort and includes a succession of four
doors and four strongly defended courts. The entrance was
further defended by three tiers of powerful iron chains which,
in times of attack, were fixed across the opening in front of
the door. The two-leaved door is still in its position, iron clad
and armoured with spikes.

Alone among Indian forts, Gulbarga boasted a huge,
formidable dungeon the Bala Hissar. Rectangular, with four
great towers, its grey-black sandstone walls have no opening
below the level of the crenellations except the entrance, high
up on the north face at the head of a long, exposed flight of
steps. It was in the centre of the fort, used as a residence and
place of last refuge.

6. Jamia Mosque, Gulbarga Fort

Gulbarga's Jamia Mosque, built in 1367 by Rafi of Kazvin, is
unique in India in that it is completely covered, with a dome
over the mihrab, domes at each corner and more than 70
smaller domes. There is no open courtyard and it measures
216 feet by 176 feet — all light comes from the arcades.

Towards the east of the city are Bahmani tombs - squares with
large domes. They are simple domed cubes of plastered rubble
in northern style. But the mausoleum of Firoz Shah does bear
some Hindu decoration, though this remained uncommon in
the Deccan until the time of the Adil Shahi dynasty towards
the end of the 15th century C.E. One of the tombs — of Khwaja
Banda Nawaz- is venerated by all communities. The arches of
these buildings are in Bahmani style and paintings on walls
are in Persian style.

The revolt of the Muslim officers appointed from Delhi
resulted in founding of the Bahmani Sultanate in 1347 C.E.
by Hassan Gangu, who chose Gulbarga to be his capital and
adorned it with buildings.

Gulbarga continued to play an important role till 1429 when
Ahmad Shah shifted his capital to Bidar. With the transfer
of the capital, Gulbarga lost its place of pride. In 1520
Krishnadevaraya of Vijayanagar invaded Gulbarga, razed the
fortress to the ground. Later Ali Adil Shah defeated the king
of Vijayanagar and, as per inscriptions, repaired the Gulbarga
Fort. In 1657 Aurangzeb, then governor of Deccan succeeded
in conquering Bijapur and Gulbarga. Later Gulbarga changed
hands and became a part of the Nizam's kingdom.

7. Bidar Fort

Located on the Deccan Plateau in the north-eastern part of
Karnataka, Bidar is situated 740 kms north of Bengaluru. The
Bidar fort is irregular rhomboid in shape and is one of the
most formidable forts of the country. The total circuit of the
ramparts is over 3 miles and it has 37 bastions and five gates.
The fort is surrounded by glacis and moats in the form of
triple channel with partition walls hewn out of solid rocks



which are a special feature of Bidar. The walls, bastions,
gates and barbicans of Bidar, which are still intact, are some
of the most sophisticated architectural features in India. The
Munde Burj is the most prominent bastion commanding the
approach with heavy guns and loopholes. The main entrance
to the fort is from the town through a triple gate. The first
was defended by a moat, now filled in, and was closed by
two doors in succession, the outer door being studded with
spikes.

The gateways are skillfully designed, having strong
barbicans. The gateways on the east side, standing high
above the plain, are approached through steep and winding
tunnels. The citadel was formerly cut off from the rest of the
fort by a wall, now largely destroyed, occupies the highest
spot and, in addition to its gate from the fort, has a strong
postern. Inside the town-walls and the fort are many old
buildings. The more important of them are Royal Kitchen,
Tarkash Mahal, Lal Bagh, Gagan Mahal, Rangin Mabhal,
Takhat Mahal, and so on. The madrassa of Mahmud Gawan
is one of the noteworthy monuments of Bidar.

The Bahamani rulers did not take too long to realize that
Gulbarga being nearer to their rival Vijayanagar was not too
secure a place for the capital. Comparatively Bidar was more
secure and also climatically better. In 1429 Ahmad Shah
Wali shifted the Bahamani capital from Gulbarga to Bidar.
It is believed that the building of the city and fort of Bidar
commenced sometime in 1429, when the king Ahmad Shah
Wali returned from the conquest of Kherla, and the operation
lasted for three years and was completed in 1432.

8. Bijapur Fort

Bijapur was once the capital of the Adil Shahi dynasty and it is
located in the district of the same name in the present Karnataka
state. The fort is roughly oval-shaped in plan, the western part being
broader, with wide moat (36m wide), filled with water besides tall
and formidable defence curtains interconnected by colossal watch
towers and gun bastions. The area covered by the fort is 4km east-
west and 3.25 km north-south. Bijapur fort is the most spacious
fort of the Muslim rulers in Karnataka. The fort has five important
gateways - Mecca Gate on the west, Shahpur Gate at the north—
west, Bahamani Gate on the north, Allapur Gate on the east and
Fateh Gate on the south-east.

In addition to the main gateways, there are three colossal watch
towers (burj), almost at regular intervals, one being the Feringi
Burj which accommodates several pieces of cannon. The fort
has a number of guns, some are famous, one of them being
Malik-i-Maidan (March of the Field). The citadel popularly
known as the Arkquila is roughly located in the centre of the
fort. The Arkquila is a treasury of artistic buildings consisting
of palaces, arches, tombs, gateways, minarets all carved with
rich brown basalt rock. The most important of them being
the Gol Gumbaz, the tomb of Sultan Mohammad Ali Shah,
regarded as one of the most remarkable buildings in the world.
The prominent palaces are the Chini Mahal, Anand Mahal,
Adalat Mahal, Asar Mahal, Gagan Mahal and Sat Manjil.

In the wake of the breakup of the Bahamani Kingdom, Yusuf
Adil Shah (1489-1510), who was a governor under the
Bahamani Sultan Muhammad Shah IT (1482-1515) of Bidar,
declared independence and founded a new dynasty of rulers
in Bijapur, known as the Adil Shahis. From the early part
of the 16th century to the middle of 17th century, vigorous
structural activity in Bijapur resulted in the appearance of
monuments of wonder and grandeur.

9. Raichur Fort
Raichur, on the banks of the Tungabhadra river, is the

headquarters of Raichur district. It is located 409 kms from
the state capital, Bengaluru.

The original fort at Raichur, according to a long inscription
on a slab on the western wall, was built by Raja Vitthala on
the order of the Kakatiya queen, Rudramma Devi, in the last
decade of the 13th century. It came into the possession of the
Bahamanis and later Adil Shahis during the 15th and 16th
centuries.

Adil Shahi rulers made several additions and modifications
to the fortifications and built the outer fort wall. The
walls of this fort are constructed of huge blocks of well-
dressed and nicely fitted stones, without the aid of any
cementing material. The outer wall, which is constructed of
comparatively rough stone masonry, however, is the work
of the Muslims, as is shown by the various inscriptions in
Arabic and Persian on its bastions and gateways. There are
two gateways in the inner fortifications (Sailani darwaza
in the west and Sikandari darwaza in the east) and five in
the outer fortifications (Mecca in the west, Naurangi in the
north, Kati in the east, Khandak in the south and Doddi in the
eastern side). The outer wall is enclosed by a deep moat on
three sides, the fourth (or the southern) side being naturally
defended by a row of three rocky hills, all fortified with
massive ramparts. The outer fort is considerably larger than
the inner fort.

The Bala Hissar or citadel, situated on the middle and loftiest
of the hills on the southern side, stands on an irregularly
shaped platform supported on stone masonry piled up with
on rough boulders. It contains mainly, a Durbar Hall, a small
one-arched mosque in Bijapur style, a dargah called Panch
Bibi Dargah and a square cistern now filled up with earth.

10. Shahpur Fort

Shahpur is a town located in Karnataka and it is about 500 kms
north of Bengaluru. Shahpur fort is of irregular shape built on
precipitous rocks which originally formed the principal defences
of the fort. The two arched gateways of the Shahpur fort which
are attached with the fortification walls are in ruins. One of
them has Persian inscription on top. The fort is dominated by a
great attainable conical hill, on which the citadel stands making
it impregnable. To reach the citadel one has to pass through
triple wall fortification built of masonry in lime-mortar. The
inner walls also have bastions with battlements. Entrance to the
inner circle is through small doorways. Between the ramparts
are several stone structures of various dimensions, serving
different purposes.

Of the seven inscriptions at Shahpur fort, the earliest dated
1555, describes that the fort was built by Ibrahim Adil
Shah I through one Muhammad Yusuf. He strengthened the
bastions and curtains. It is interesting to note that even in the
inscriptions carved on Shahpur fort and the town gateway
(Gogi Darwaza) the name Shahpur does not appear. As per
the mythology, the name of Shahpur is 'Sagar'. But in its
place the name Nusratbad is mentioned which was given by
Adil Shahi rulers.

11. Belgaum Fort

One of the oldest forts in Karnataka, the Belgaum fort
played host to a multitude of dynasties, from the Rattas, the
Vijayanagar emperors, Bijapur Sultans, Marathas and finally
the British. During the freedom movement of India, Mahatma
Gandhi was imprisoned here. The Belgaum fort is also an
embodiment of the legacy of religious tolerance in Belgaum
as there are a number of sacred shrines pertaining to different
religions. The fort has Hindu, Jain and Muslim architectural
influence with temples and mosques located within its limits,
indicating cultural syncretism. The architectural styles seen
in the mosques are of the Indo-Saracenic and Deccan type.

There are two Hindu shrines at the fort entrance - one devoted
to Ganesha and another to goddess Durga. There are two Jain

temples inside the fort, the Kamal Basadi, with the Neminatha
idol in black stone is more famous. It was built in the Chalukyan
style in 1204 C.E. The other temple called the Chikki Basadi is
in ruins. It was once considered as a “remarkable piece of Jain
architecture”. It had a frontage, which was ornamented with
rows of dancing figurines, musicians, and trimmed flowers. The
fort has two mosques or masjids, namely the Safa Masjid and
Jamia Masjid; the former mosque is the most frequented by the
Muslim population of the city of Belgaum.

Located in an undulating plain land, the fort is of oval shape
and is surrounded by a deep and wide moat excavated in
soft red stone. It was originally built by Jaya Raya, also
called Bichi Raja, an ally of the Ratta Dynasty, in 1204
C.E. However Jakub Ali Khan of the Bijapur Sultanate is
responsible for transforming the fort into an invincible
fortress surrounded by a deep moat, huge walls, bastions,
battlements and parapets. In 1686, the Mughal emperor
Aurangzeb defeated the Bijapur Sultanate, and Belgaum
came under his control.

12. Bellary Fort

Bellary is a historic city in Bellary district in the state of
Karnataka. The Bellary fort is built on top of Ballari Gudda
(hill in Kannada) or the Fort Hill. The fort is divided as
the Upper Fort and the Lower Fort. The Upper Fort is a
polygonal walled building on the summit, with only one
approach, and has no accommodation for a garrison. The
Upper Fort consists of a citadel on the summit of the rock
at approximately 2000 feet, guarded by three outer lines of
fortification, one below the other. It contains several cisterns,
excavated in the rock.

The turreted rampart is surrounded by a ditch and covered way.
There is only one way up to the fort, which is a winding rocky
path amongst the boulders. On the top, outside the citadel is a
small temple, the remains of some cells and several deep pools
of water. Within the citadel are several strongly constructed
buildings, and an ample water supply from reservoirs
constructed in the clefts of the rocks.

The Lower Fort lies at the eastern base of the rock and
measures about half a mile in diameter, and probably had an
arsenal and barracks. It consists of a surrounding rampart,
numerous bastions, faced by a deep ditch and glacis. The
entrance to the Lower Fort is via two gates, one each on the
western and eastern sides. Just outside the eastern gates of
the Lower Fort is a temple dedicated to Lord Hanuman - the
Kote Anjaneya Temple.

The Fort was built round the hill during Vijayanagar times by
Hande Hanumappa Nayaka. Hyder Ali, who took possession
of the fort from the Hande Nayaka family in 1769, got
the fort renovated and modified with the help of a French
engineer. The Lower Fort was added by Hyder Ali around
the eastern half of the hill. Legend has it that the unfortunate
French engineer was hanged, for overlooking the fact that the
neighbouring Kumbara Gudda is taller than Ballari Gudda,
thus compromising the secrecy and command of the fort.

13. Bengaluru Fort

Bengaluru fort is located on the Deccan Plateau in the
south-eastern part of Karnataka. The fort at Bengaluru had
a perimeter of about one mile; it was of solid masonry,
surrounded by a wide ditch which was commanded from 26
towers placed at intervals along the ramparts. To its north
lay the fortified town, several miles in circumference and
protected by a rampart constituting of a deep belt of thorn
and cactus, and a small ditch.

Bengaluru fort was originally built as a mud fort in 1537 by
Kempe Gowda a feudatory of the Vijayanagar empire and
the founder of Bengaluru.



After the fall of the Vijayanagara empire, Bengaluru's rule
changed hands several times. In 1638, a large Bijapur army
led by Ranadulla Khan and accompanied by Shahji Bhonsle
defeated Kempe Gowda III and Bengaluru was given to him as a
jagir. Later on, Bengaluru was sold to Chikkadevaraja Wodeyar
(1673—-1704) of Mysuru for 3,00,000 rupees. In 1759, Hyder Alj,
Commander-in-Chief of the Mysuru Army, proclaimed himself
the de facto ruler of Mysuru. He converted the fort into a stone
fort in 1761. It was here that Hyder Ali imprisoned David Baird,
along with a number of other army officers of the British. The
fort stands as a witness to the struggle of the Mysuru Emperor
against the British domination.

The kingdom later passed to Hyder Ali's son Tipu Sultan, known
as the Tiger of Mysore. Bengaluru Fort was a stronghold of Tipu
Sultan. He later extended the fort and it came to be known as
the Tipu Sultan Fort. The intricately carved arches of the fort
have been built as per the Islamic style. Another major attraction
of the fort is also the well-preserved Ganapati temple situated
inside it.

14. Chitradurga Fort

Chitradurga fort is situated in the Chitradurga district of
Karnataka. It is located approximately 120 kms from Hampi, and
approximately 200 kms from Bengaluru. Chitradurga is formed
of two words in the Kannada language: 'chitra' means “picture”
and 'durga' means “fort”. It is locally known as 'Yelusuttina Kote'
or “Seven circles fort”. The Chinmuladri range constituting of
seven hills is enclosed by a series of seven concentric fortification
walls which is the Chitradurga fort. Each wall has a gate with an
ascending access through winding, and turning narrow corridors
which would make it difficult to use elephants for attacking the
fort or to break down the gates. Small embrasures in the fort
walls were provided for use by archers to shoot arrows at the
enemy. Four gates were provided in the outer most walls. The
four gates (called 'Bagilu' in Kannada) are called Rangayyana
Bagilu, the second one called Siddayyana Bagilu, third one is
called the Ucchangi Bagilu and fourth one is named Lalkote
Bagilu.

The area covered by the fort is reported to be 1,500 acres. The
total length of the fort walls is about 8 kms. The impregnable
fortification for defence purposes consisted of gateways,
posterior entrances, water tanks and watch towers to guard and
keep vigil on the enemy incursions. The storage ware-houses,
pits and reservoirs were primarily designed to ensure food, water
and military supplies required to endure a long siege. Uniquely,
all these facilities are still well conserved. Initially, it was built in
mud but was subsequently strengthened in stretches with granite
stone slabs in the 18th century C.E. An outstanding feature
noticed in several stretches of the fort walls is that no cementing
material has been used in joining the large granite cubes that
have been neatly sized, cut, trimmed and placed in position.

The fort was built in stages between the 10th and 18th centuries
by the dynastic rulers of the region, including the Rashtrakutas,
Chalukyas and Hoysalas. However, the Nayakas of Chitradurga,
or Palegar Nayakas, were solely responsible for the expansion
of the fort as the dynastic reign of the Nayakas lasted for over
200 years. The Chitradurga fort was their stronghold and the
very heart of their province until Madakari Nayaka V, its last
ruler was defeated by Hyder Ali of Mysore Kingdom. The fort
thus stands as a tribute to the Nayakas who ruled this part of
Karnataka.

15. Seringapatam Fort

The ancient fortress city of Seringapatam (now called
Srirangapatna or Srirangapatnam) was located on an island
in the Cauvery river approximately 15 kms from Mysuru and
approximately 120 kms from Bengaluru. The island fort has
an attractive walled courtyard with reliefs of serpents beneath

banyan trees leading to the Water Gate. Tipu's summer palace is
just outside the east side of the fort, a confection of red and white
vertically striped walls in a garden. Its wall paintings, depicting
Colonel Baillie's defeat at the hands of Haider Ali, were restored
by Wellesley and later repainted on the orders of Lord Dalhousie.
He also gave the double doors, rosewood inlaid with ivory, for
the mausoleum of Haider Ali and Tipu Sultan, which stands in
the Lalbagh further east. The memorial of Colonel Baillie, who
died a prisoner, is nearby.

It was the capital for the Muslim rulers of the kingdom of
Mysore, Haidar Ali (1722 — 1782) and his son, Tipu Sultan (1753
—1799). The name is derived from the ancient Hindu temple of
Sri Ranganatha Swami (the Hindu god Vishnu), which is located
at the western end of the island. The city became the site of two
of the most famous sieges of the Anglo-Mysore Wars (in 1792
and 1799).

The Siege of Seringapatam (5 April — 4 May 1799) was the
final confrontation of the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War between
the British East India Company and the Kingdom of Mysuru.
The British achieved a decisive victory after breaching the walls
of the fortress at Seringapatam and storming the citadel. Tipu
Sultan, Mysuru's ruler, was killed in the action. The British
restored the Wodeyar dynasty to the throne after the victory, but
retained indirect control of the kingdom.

16. Mudgal Fort

Mudgal fort is situated in the Raichur district of Karnataka.
Mudgal has strong fortifications of stone walls and strong circular
bastions of irregular shape. It has a double wall fortification. The
first entrance has strong wooden gate with long projecting iron
spikes. At the outer gateway column, there are four hooked iron
chains. Originally they were longer, they were probably meant to
tie across the gateway for protection. The second gate is entered
through horn-shaped arrangement and has guard rooms on either
side. The battlements are strong with machicolation.

The outer fort has a wide moat, which is filled with water.
The width of the moat varies, being as much as 50 yards
at several places. Behind the moat, there is a scarp with a
row of bastions and after that, a narrow covered passage and
adjoining it the counter scarp with very massive bastions.
From the arrangement of the existing fort, it is apparent that
the fort was rebuilt after the inventions of guns. The courses
of masonry at several places are of Hindu style, but the arch-
shaped parapet is of Muslim design. The moat and the row of
bastions together offer a pleasing view.

Mudgal was originally an outpost of the Kakatiya kingdom. It
passed hands from the Yadavas to the Delhi Sultans, Vijayanagar
and the Bahamani kingdom. When Adil Shahi kingdom was
established, the fort was part of the kingdom. The Adil Shahs
rebuilt it and strengthened the defences of the fort. Several
inscriptions at Mudgal fort belong to Bijapur rulers like Ali Adil
Shah T (1558-80) and Ibrahim Adil Shah IT (1580-1627).

17. Jamalabad Fort

Jamalabad fort, located 8 kms north of Beltangadi town,
(approximately 65 kms from Mangaluru) is 1788 ft above sea
level and was formerly called Narasimha Ghada, which refers
to the granite hill on which the fort is built. It is also referred to
locally as 'Jamalagadda'.

The fort is inaccessible other than via a narrow path, with nearly
1876 steps to the fort that are cut out of the granite hill and lead
all the way to the top through the fort to the summit.

Inside the citadel there is only one tank to store water and the
remains of a single cannon on the hillock. Nothing much of the
fort remains except hints of the fort wall with parapets. The fort
was built by Tipu Sultan in 1794 and named after his mother,
Jamalabee. The fort is said to have been built over the ruins of
an older structure. The fort was captured by the British in 1799

during the Fourth Anglo-Mysore war.
18. Devanahalli Fort

Devanahalli fort is located approximately 35 kms north of
Bengaluru city, in Karnataka. The present fort was built of stone
by Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. It is spread over an area of 20
acres. The roughly oval east oriented fortification veneered with
dressed masonry has as many as 12 semi-circular bastions at
regular intervals. A spacious battlement is provided towards the
inner side of the fortification. The fort has entrances decorated
with cut plasterwork at the east and west. The entrances are quite
small, comfortable enough for the horses of yore. The bastions
are provided with gun points built with lime and brick. The
house in which Tipu and Hyder Ali lived also exists till date. The
house of Dewan Purnaiah, a high ranking official in Hyder Ali
and Tipu Sultan's court, is also located inside the fort.

It was originally built in 1501 by Mallabairegowda, and it
remained in the hands of his descendants until the mid—eighteenth
century. In 1749, the then Dalwai of Mysuru, Nanjarajaiah,
attacked the fort and occupied it.

Later, the fort passed into the hands of Hyder Ali and subsequently
Tipu Sultan. In 1791, Lord Cornwallis laid siege to the fort and took
its possession during the Anglo-Mysore War.

19. Mirjan Fort

Mirjan Fort is built using Islamic and Portuguese technology
making it one of the strongest and biggest forts in North
Kannada district of Karnataka. Situated on the west coast of
Karnataka, it was a well-known port frequented by the Roman
merchants between 1st and 3rd centuries C.E. mentioned by
Pliny, 77 C.E. and Periplus, 247 C.E. This port town played a
dominant role in the maritime trade for items like black pepper,
cinnamon and Arabian horses. However, it was only in 17th
century that Shareef-ul-Mulk (1608-1640), a feudatory of the
Adil Shahi Sultan of Bijapur, got this fort constructed. After the
fall of Vijayanagar empire this fort successively went into the
hands of the Bahamani Sultans, Adil Shahis of Bijapur, a small
ruling family of Uttara Kannada region, the Portuguese, Hyder
and Tipu and finally the British.

The fort is spread over an elevated mound with an area of 11.8
acres. Built out of laterite blocks, it has four entrances and is
surrounded by a moat to which water is continuously supplied
by the nearby stream Kudurchalla. There are eleven circular
bastions all around with series of merlons and gun holes above
the walls. Within the forts are structures and other remains,
one such structure appears to have housed the administrative
offices. There is also a chamber which was possibly used for
storing explosives. There are underground passages and about
2 wells with stone lining dug inside of the fort. Because of its
long historical importance, Mirjan fort has been declared as a
protected monument by the Archaeological Survey of India.

20. Wagangera Fort

Wagangera was a place of historical importance in Shorapur
taluk during 16th-18th century. It finds its place in the pages of
Indian history for the battle which took place between the Raja
of Shorapur and Emperor Aurangzeb. Wagangera contains the
ruins of a well constructed fort which at the time of the Raja
was considered to be invincible. It lies 7 kms to the west of
Shorapur town and 12 kms to the north of the river Krishna.
The fort known as Padukote is to the west of the village and fort
known as Hosakila is to the east. Between these two forts there
is a large reservoir known as Anesondikeri which serves as a
moat to the fort.

The fort is rectangular in plan and measures 350 m by 240 m.
It has two distinct courts, upper court on the east and lower
court on the west. The main approach to the fort is on the east
with a large number of structures. The upper court occupies the



elevated area that serves as a citadel. The fort wall is built with
dressed granite blocks and is plastered on both sides. The wall
measures 4 m to 5 m in height and 1.5 m in thickness.

The fort wall can be divided into total 9 bastions and two gates.
North and south wall divides the fort into two courts and it has
a gate in the middle. The fort has three gates one each on the
eastern, western and southern walls. These gateways are similar
on plan and consist of arched openings, a semi circular bastion on
sides, a barbican court and raised platforms flanking the passage.
The wall is built with the blocks having floral and geometrical
decorations and also has fragments of pillars and capital blocks
etc of Hindu temples.

A mosque is located to the west of the Ram Darwaza. It is
rectangular in plan and measures 24 m by 13 m. It has a
prayer hall and an open court and the rectangular open court is
surrounded by 70 cm thick and 1 m high wall. It has entrances
on the eastern and southern sides. Both the exterior and interior
walls are plastered. Two graves are situated in open court.

21. Basavakalyan Fort

Basavakalyana fort is located in Bidar district of Karnataka. Its
historic importance is dated to the 10th century. The capital of
Later Chalukyas was shifted from Manyakheta to Kalyana that
is why it is also known as Kalyana fort. Basavakalyana with its
fort was the centre of a great social and religious movement, in
the 12th century, because of Basaveshwara, the social reformer.
He fought against caste system and the orthodoxy in Hinduism.

The fort is strategically built as a defence structure in an
unobtrusive setting, which is not visible till the enemy is at
close quarters of the fort. This gives advantage for the defence
forces holed up in the fort to repulse enemy attacks. The fort
was made defensively complex with guard rooms and barbicans,
which was a novelty at that time. It consists of three concentric
irregular fort walls.

The main door to the citadel is known as the 'Akhand
Darwaza' built with four red stone slabs. From the doorway,
up a flight of steps is the passage to the Rajmahal (mostly
in ruins). However, the ceiling in the palace hall displays
colourful designs. The central wall in the hall has patterns of
vases and urns. Within the fort precincts one finds a platform
used during Muharram prayers, or could be a royal courtyard
used by king for relaxing purposes.

This is one fort where one can see varieties of cannons, some
artistic and intricately designed. Some of them are short and
stubby but the size of the bore is really large and impressive. A
close look at the handles of the cannons is needed to analyse the
design engraved on it. Most of them are fish shaped. One biggest
cannon has similarities to the cannon in Bijapur, the one that's
supposed to be an alloy of five metals. The alloy has certain
qualities- does not heat in the hottest of weathers, does not
corrode, can withstand the worst of nature's forces. This cannon
is almost in the original condition, the swivel action still works.

22. Yadgiri Fort

Yadgiri fort is one of the largest forts of Karnataka. Remarkable
architecture and building planning are the key features of this
fort. The fort is built over a massive monolith measuring about
850m long, 500m wide and 100 m high. It was ruled by the
Kalyana Chalukyas, Yadavas, Cholas, Bahmani Sultans, Adil
Shahis and the Nizams. According to sources, five inscriptions
of various time periods have been found in this fort. As per
the inscription situated close to the fort entrance, Yadgiri fort
was built by a person named Jagannath from Sagar, a village in
Shahpur talugq.

In terms of size and strength, Yadgiri fort can be compared to
Madhugiri, Chitradurga, Bellary, and Shahpur forts. All these
forts are built over rocky hills and have multiple levels.

Yadgiri town has grown around the northern corner of the hill
that's where the fort entrance is situated. This is the Mahadwara,
the entrance gate. Beyond the Mahadwara are a series of
gateways which is nothing but a security measure. The whole
fortification can be divided on the basis of these gateways
from outer to innermost. After entering these gates a long path
going uphill with towering walls to the left and deep stone lined
water tanks to the right with Yadgiri Lake in the background
is picturesque. Yadgiri had plenty of resources for fresh water,
within and outside the fort.

The north-west corner of the hill is located on the edge of the
plateau and there are two or three turrets. One of the turrets with
cannon has an Arabian or Persian inscription at the tail-end. In
the vicinity are several cannons lying about. Also there's a big
rectangular structure which might have been soldiers barracks.
There is a pair of massive bastions connected by rampart walls
with a small passage in it. That is the western entrance to this
fort. All the sides and entrances are armed with cannons. This
suggests it was surely a well guarded fort.

23. Jaladurga Fort

Jaladurga is a fortified village in Raichur district in the state of
Karnataka. The Adil Shahi Kings of Bijapur built the fort. A
group of islands are formed by the river Krishna. In fact river
Krishna defines the district borders of Raichur and Yadgiri.
Jaladurga occupies the western tip of the island.

Jala + Durga = water + fort, also known as Dweepadurga too
(Dweepa + Durga = island + fort). The Krishna river flows east
side around the hill and the approach from surrounding areas is
difficult, hence it is an ideal place for a fort. The fort is in ruined
status. On top of the fort, at one point of time, there was a palace
and a cellar.

On the southern edge there is a high rise structure. Also there
is tower built to provide unrestricted view of the fort and the
island. The fort ruins can be seen from the base of the hill going
right up to the summit. In fact this is the highest point of the fort
as well as the island. There are a few tombs of the kings with
no identification; there is Sangameshwara Matha, and a temple
of Yellamma. The sides of the river Krishna is not sandy, it is
full of smooth boulders and it is called Mandhana Maduvu. At
Jaladurga there is a small stone inscription written in Urdu and
Devanagariscript. According to local belief, there is a box like
stone hidden in the river, which contain about one lakh verses
of the great saint Basavanna and are yet to be discovered by rest
of the world.

This fort is built in a roughly hexagonal layout with harbours on
the opposite sides. With the temple at the centre, the main streets
run in a radial way surrounded by paramount buildings such as
royal palaces, mansions of ministers, public offices, buildings of
nobles, houses of Brahmins. Almost all the basic safety measures
for the inmates and fatal obstacles to the incoming enemies have
been thought of, thus making it a very secure fort.

24, Torgal Fort

Located in the Ramdurg taluq on the bank of river
Malaprabha is located Hale Torgal. After the fall of
Vijayanagar, Torgal came under the Mughals and Marathas.
It is believed that Shivaji also built or expanded a fort here.
Two Persian inscriptions have been found on the walls of
the fort. One is of the days of Ibrahim dated 1535, speaking
of the construction perhaps extension of the construction
of the fort by one Ismail, son of Abdul Aziz. Another
inscription with a few Kannada lines at the bottom is the
Ibrahim II of 1583, it speaks of the construction again
perhaps of another part of the fort.

Fortislocated on hilly terrain along the bank of river Malaprabha.
It has got two gateways, one faces west while the other north-

east. The one on the north-east is the main entrance of the fort.
Wall of the fort is decorated with motifs and designs. Light
carving on stone wall is very common here. Some of the designs
are really unique and peculiar for example there is a carving of
a fish and two creatures and their body looks like swan but the
head looks like snake.

The Torgal village has twin Chalukyan temples facing each other.
Bhutanatha Temple complex within the fort is a huge site. Other
temple with a similar plan and size has a Devi image installed
in the Garbhagriha. While entering the complex from the north
gate, there is a small Ganapati shrine of Vijayanagar style. All
together there are nine temples here. Of these only Bhutanatha
has sculpture around its Garbhagriha and its parapets have some
erotic sculptures which have been damaged. Architecture and
some sculptures of Bhuthnatha temple are strikingly similar to
Khajuraho temples. Apart from these temples, the fort has three
mosques, four dargahs and two tombs. This small fort village is
an interesting tourist spot because of its old monuments, temples
and statues and also reflect the historical events that have taken
place during the bygone era.

25. Kittur Chennamma Fort

Chennamma fort is a great historical monument and tourist
attraction in Karnataka. It is also known as Kittur Chennamma
fort. This fort is situated at a distance of 50 kilometres from
Belgaum and from Dharwad it is located at a distance of 32
kilometres. The Kittur Chennamma Fort stands as an evidence
of the great Freedom struggle that was led by Rani Chennamma.
It is not just important from archaeological point of view but also
stands as a symbol of bravery and women's pride.

The fort is constructed out of black basalt rock but at present it
is nothing but a ruin. The low wall on both sides of the fort has
tiny embankments. In the interior of it lies an ancient telescope
through which Rani Chennamma used to watch the Dhruva
Nakshatra or the Pole Star in the morning. But the telescope is
poorly maintained. It had a beautiful porch which measured 100
feet by 30 feet which was supported by teak pillars. But now
the pillar is removed together with its roof. A museum is also
present in Kittur which exhibits some antique pieces like swords,
shields, wooden doors etc.

A moat runs right around the perimeter of the wall. Probably
the moat was fed by water from a lake close to the eastern wall.
Bastions flanking the gateway are restored and plastered with a
thick layer of cement-sand mixture. Within the Palace complex a
huge hall structure was built mainly for the conference purpose
and called as Palace Durbar or conference hall. This fort is
not just symbolic for its architectural designs but also stands
as reminiscence to the great revolt against the British after the
introduction of the Doctrine of Lapse.
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