KHAN GAAN AND SELF HELP GROUP: A CORELATIVE DISCUSSION

ON DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIETY AND CULTURE

15T REPORT (1°"T JANUARY, 2016 TO 30™ JUNE, 2016)

-Dipanwita Banik Das

The origin of North Dinajpur of the present day in Bangladesh traces back to
several divisions & assimilations of Dinajpur since 1947.Presently, it constitutes of
nine police stations. If we imagine an area consisting of Malda, North and South
Dinajpur districts in India and the state of Dinajpur in Bangladesh consisting of an
area of two thousand and twelve hundred kilometers stretching from the east of
Kulik river to the west of the river Atrayee in Bangladesh up to Mahananda river,
the area may be called the area where khan Gan flourished.
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Till date, | have personally visited North & South Dinajpur and interacted

with the artists.

SEBEN DEB SHARMA 68 DILWARPURE __ MAMA VAGNA OPERA LYRICIST,
HARMON 1 UM
PLAYER
TARANI MOHON BISWAS 62 RAIGANJ BANDHUWALA KHAN DIRECTOR
GROUP _VOCALIST,
FLUTE,
DOTARA,
HARMON 1 UM
PLAYER
GANESH RAVI DAS 54 DILWARPURE DIPJOTI RURAL ORGANIZER,
WELLFARE SOCIETY ACTOR
SHYAMA SARKAR 45 FATEPURE MAMA VAGNA OPERA ACTOR
BUDHA DEB SHARMA 68 DILWARPURE MA MANASHA OPERA DIRECTOR,
ACTOR,
PLAY
WRITTER
SOURAV ROY 50 KUSHMAND I USHA BHANU Page 2f€CcTOR .
ORGANIZER,

CI—.




ACTOR

KHAKSHU DEB SHARMA 40 CHANDOL IN SO MANY GROUP comMmIC
ACTOR
PARIMAL BISWAS 47 FATEPURE MAMA VAGNA OPERA FEMALE
F ACTOR
MANA MONDOL 40 CHANDOL ACTOR,
KHANJANI
PLAYER
SANKAR SARKAR 35 FATEPURE FEMALE
ACTOR
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SUMRO DEB SHARMA 33 CHANDOL comMmIC
ACTOR

I convey my thanks to the Shri Lakshmi Chakraborty & Shri Subrata Ghosh,
Officers of Information & Cultural Affairs Department of North & South Dinajpur
for extending all possible help to me in my efforts to interact with the artists.

(Some video clippings of the interviews enclosed.) DICO Uttar Dinajpure

Page 4 of 56



In order to find out the past, present and to find out what is ahead in future, |
discussed and interacted with regular audiences, administrators and the researchers.
| interviewed some of those who are well known for their research in khan Gan.

Excerpts of some of the views which were common among those with
whom | interacted or interviewed are as follows:

1. This school of music was attractive in the past but now it has lost its glory
and much of its popularity.

2. The long narratives have become monotonous.

3. In the din & bustle of various modes of entertainment at present, it is fast
waning in popularity.

4. Modernization of musical instruments, stagecraft and costumes has resulted
in loss of the aroma of the soil & culture in which it originated.

5. Lack of financial patronage has also resulted in its loss of pomp & glamour
in presentation and audience attraction.

6. Some are crying that modernization is destroying the precious art form.

Dabashis Dutta (Viewer)
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Shrikanto Sinha (Asst. director, Agril.)

Sarma (Viewer, Researcher)
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Brindabon Ghosh (Researcher)

Dr. Dipak Kumar Roy (Researcher)
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Anshuman Bhowmick (Theatre Critic & Researcher))

Dr. Haimanti Chattopadhyay (Secretary of West Bengal State Academy)

It seems to me that a proper blending of modernization with the spicy flavor of its
indigenous aroma can help the art form to survive.

Page 8 of 56



An introduction to ‘Khan’ Play: The play flows out of/evolves round a
contemporary social event. It is presented in the Rajbanshi dialect of Dinajpur.
Both in form and content it is extempore in nature. Their contents are attractive and
it develops orally. Due to this inherent nature there is no written script of these
plays. Dr. Sisir Kumar Majumdar and Shri Dhananjoy Roy have collected &
compiled scripts of some of the scripts. | enclose a few of these. As the plays
originate and are played orally & retained in memory a single play has several
versions. The creator of khan play lies in obscurity because one can hardly trace
the names of the playwrights of yester years or of current ones. Even today the
drafts of these plays are developed orally and through sketches and the roles are
distributed to the actors. As a result though the original name of the play remains
the same there is sea change in form and content of the same play. | have partly
documented scripts of some of these plays hearing these from some of the actors.
Some of the notable play writers of the present day are Badrinath Basak, Kanilash
Debsharma. Sudhan Sarkar, Kalyan Sarkar, Sankar Sarkar, Budha Deb
Sharma, Seben Deb Sharma, | have talked to some of them. The content of these
plays vary from the past epics to current topics like BANGLASHARI-POLICE
MURDER, CYCLESHARI-HANDEL BOUDIA, MOBILESHARI,
PUMPINGSHARI-ENGINE BAUDIYA. However, till date it has remained an oral
art form.
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As most of the part scripts have been prepared on oral notes of the artists
some discrepancies may have cropped in. At present, | am interacting with the

Page 9 of 56



Ghana artists both individually and in small groups developing self help groups
and increasing their awareness of the richness of the art form.
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In my next phase of work, I will reconstruct full written forms of some of
the prominent Khan plays and form self help groups of artists.

KHAN GAAN AND SELF HELP GROUP: A CORELATIVE
DISCUSSION ON DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIETY AND CULTURE

2"° REPORT

(15T JULY, 2016 TO 31°" DECEMBER, 2016)

-Dipanwita Banik Das

Page 10 of 56



In the first phase, | met the ‘KHAN’ artists time and again, discussed about their
day to day struggles, profession and their efforts to keep the art form alive. | am grateful
to Shri Subrata Ghosh, DICO, Dinajpur for introducing me to them. I held extensive
discussions with well known experts and researchers in folk art like Dr. Dipak Kumar
Ray, Professor, Raiganj University; Brindabon Ghosh; Anshuman Bhowmick; Dr.
Haimanti Chattopadhyay... about the popularity and limitations of Khan Gaan and it
came out from the discussion that in order to keep it alive extensive seminars and
workshops should be conducted to give it a new form by keeping its original form and
tradition intact.

m

In view of the present day pre-occupations, it should be shortened. I held discourses with
unknown Khan Artists and even those women, who desired but could not sing them and
in the course encouraged them to form self help groups, open new bank accounts and
develop savings habit. I also met some/several departments how encourage forming self
help group. Faith amongst the members is the cardinal issue for running a group
successfully. Due to resistance from local people due to confusion the effort has got
delayed.
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| also collected and edited some scripts of these plays.

Script 1
Li¢e ¢Choqglf fimj

(Mefimil p8Qej-a h¥cej Nje)
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p8Qej-a L¢l qjjli Me fimijl h¥ceij BCp
hjNi ¢ho-¥ j-qnAl ¢oei"h-el taeSej BCp
f8h ¢c-L hcej L¢l cjN ¢el’Z fEi” BCp
ajqil QI-Z Bjijl n-aL fEZjj fEi" BCp
ES-l1 h34cZj L¢l Li¢m jijl QIZ J jj BCp
f¢OQ-j h¥aczj L¢l ¢fl fuNadl -Mjcij BCp
aigil QI-Z Bjil iSil -pmij -Micj BCpzz

cn ¢cL fEZ;jj L-| pLm cnNL-L fEZjj L-l 61! LICR Bjj-cl Me fimj "Li¢e
¢hoqlE'z

-Lj-ej HL r-Z XjyL Xjy¢L
BLj-n-a L¢I-R -Mmj
Qce2hjL Qe2hitL caC ej-j caC fj¢M
-Ci-q L-I [em£Em;j

¢nh Q-m g¥-mj h-e -c-M aj-cl -fEjj¢m%oZ
-c-M HC ¢jme-Mmj ¢n-hl gCm h£kNrlZ
-pC h£kN f-s fcEfjaju ¢Raf-b fiajm -kbju
-f+¢Rm aj hjp¢LI Lj-R-a
ajjef-ce ka-e lj¢M cn jip cn li¢a
S¢eEm HL LeE;j dj-j-a
ej¢s Li¢V ej¢s -Rc hEjpe£ L¢Im -hc
]%om L-I Lijjj-eld piS
jepil Sej L¢l ejj 1i-M ¢hnq¢l
pfNj¢e-a pij¢Sm a;jS zz
Q&f : CL HV;?
jepi  :ji Qa£, B¢j -chj¢c-ch jgj-c-hl LeEj jepiz
Qat : J-lljrep, fjajmfac¢l -b-L H-p jj fijaj-ej gu-R?
¢nh  : HLE hmR a¥¢j Qa£, H Bjjl hESLeE;j, Bjj-cl LeEjz
Qaf : ¢hnAijp L¢l e, ¢hnAjp L¢l ej -ajjju jgi-chz -ajjil g¥-mjh-e
kiJuijl E-YnE
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HMe Bjjl Lj-R f¢lxLjlz g¥-mjh-e lja Lj¢V-u a¥¢] HC
h£SLeE; Be-m!
¢nh : Qat.....
jepi  :ji ptaEC B¢j -chj¢c-c-hl hESLeEj, Bjjl ejj thogl£z
Qat : jj¢e ej B¢j HC -j-u-Lz J S¢c HMi-e bj-L ajg-m aj¢j HC
-chj-mijL

aE;iN Llhz
¢nh  : H a¥¢j ¢L hmR QA£? -oe?j-dl hnhaNE g-u a¥¢j Bjj-cIC
LeE;j-L AUEL;

LIRz
Qaf :J-lfiajmhjp£ lir¢p, a¥C Bjj-L R¥n? Ha hs @fUN; -ajl?

(NIj A%ojl R¥-s jj-l jepil -Qj-M, jepi ¢QvL;jl L-1 J-W)

¢nh  : ¢L LI-m Q&AE? ¢e-Sl LeEj-L a¥¢j HCij-h fEqjl LI-m? i¥m
LI-m a¥¢jz
Qat :i¥m L¢I¢ce B¢jz J-L B¢jjjce ejjite ej, J ljrepz
jepi : Qat HarZ d-l B¢j -aj-L jj h-m p-Cjjde L-I¢R, Bl a¥C Bjju
SAEmME?

A%oil fEqil L-I Bjil hj -QiM Ljej L-I ¢c¢m? Hhjl cEiM jepil
rajz

(jepil pi-fl cm -giyp L-1 3-W)
Q&£ : Hhil a¥CJ cEjM Bjjl rjaj, B¢jJ jj Qafz
(Q&£l QEjmilj pL-m gjp-a bj-Lz caC f-rl ¢jl'Z msjC -h-d kju)

¢nh  : U4 gJ ! Ut gJ ! -ajjj-cl HC msjC-ul keE BS ¢wei'he
L¢Cfaz B¢

-ajji-cl hm¢Rr, nj¢t qJz B¢ kMe jepj-L p?tg L-ICR, aMe
B¢jC jepil

f8Sil hEhUU; Llhz ¢hnALjN;.......
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¢hnALjN; : B-" fEi" ?
¢nh  : Bjj-cl HC ¢hf-cl jayaN -b-L HMe -ajjj-LC EUjl Ll-a g-hz
HC Bjjl

LeE;j jepiz JI SeE -pS¥u; thN-a -chjm-LI eEju HL¢V fEjpjc
N-s ¢c-a g-hz
ChnALjN; : ¢L¢ ¥ fEI™ ?
¢nh :¢hmo -Lj-lj ej, ¢e-SI LS Ll-a HECN-u kjJz

(pL-m h?&-$ h-p f-s)

PRI 1 e, Bjil SeE -chjmL N-s ¢c-u Bfte¢L Bj-LC
¢ehNj¢pa LI-me ej?
¢nh : ejjepij, aj LM-eiC euz -Q-u -cMz BS -b-L HC -ajjijl p¢M,
-ajjil phz
jepi :-L a¥¢j?
-e®j :B¢j-emjz ¢n-hl -ece -b-L Bjjl SeEz H-pj Bjil pj-b ptMz
jepi @ CL¢M¥ ¢faj, B¢j LM-ejC -chim-L f8Sj fih ej? °dkN dl
LeEjz ¢hQ¢ma g-u;j

ejz oda -chimLC -Le, a¥¢j k¢c jaNE-mi-LJz a¥¢j kéc
jaNE-mj-LC -aijjjl f§S;

Llj-a fi-lj, a-h a¥¢j -chjL-m UUje fi-hz
jepi  : CL¢¥ ¢faj, -L Bjjl j-aj fiajmhip£-L jaNE-mj-L f&8S;j LI-h?
¢nh  :B-RzjaNE-mj-LJ B-R, Bjjl i82, pcL eNI£-a kil hjpz-pC
jgi"iet jute

Qyic pJciNl! ajl f§Sj -f-m a¥¢j phNee fE¢au;j fi-h LeEjz kjJ
HEN-u kjJz

(pL-m ha-§ h-p f-sz pc¢XPj L-I Qyj-cl fE-hn)
jepi  : Qyjc, B¢j B¢j -ajjjl fEi¥ -chj¢c-c-hl hESLeE;j, jepiz -aijjil

fEi¥l B-cn
-k a¥¢j QCfL eNI£-a Bjju f8Sj L-ljz
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Qyic : -L a¥C? -chj¢c-c-hl ejj L-I Bjjl pi-b Rmej LICRp? a-h a¥C
-kC -qip
ej -Le, 6-e [jM B¢} Qyjc pJciNI! B¢j jgij-c-hl flj i52z aj-L Rjs;j
B¢j AeE LiE-L f8Sj Ll-a fi¢l ejz Bl a¥C -aj -Lje Rjl!

(jepj ¢g-l B-p ¢n-hl Lj-R)

jepi : ¢faj B¢j hEbN!
¢nh  : hEbN -LE g-a fi-l ejz a¥¢j jepjz HC -chim-L ké¢c fE¢au;
-f-a qu a-h

hEbNaj LjjE euz B¢j Sjte Qyjc HLSe LjjSL jjeroz a¥dj
aj-L ¢e-SI Rmj

¢c-u hp L-liz -hhapE -p-S aljil -ji-q hp L-I ¢R¢e-u ¢e-u
H-pj aijl

jqi’ieE LhSz a-hC -f-a fj-lj ajl f8Sjz ¢hmd -Lj-l; ej BI,
-h¢s-u flz

(pL-ml fEUUje, jepi -hhepE -p-S Qyij-cl f§Sju ¢thOA OVju)

Qyic :Jyjgj-chju ej....... H-L! -L a¥¢j paodiclE£?
jepi : Qyic, BCj....... a¥¢j Bjju fi-h Qyjc, ¢L¢¥ ajl B-N -ajjjl JC
jqi"ie£ LhS

Bjil fi-ul Jfl iM-a g-hz
Qyic :ljMh, ajl B-N a¥¢j Bjju BEm%oZ LI paradiclEz
jepi . a¥¢j Bjju fi-h Qyjc, ¢L¢ ¥ ajl B-N -ajjjl ou ¢f-cel j2a-cq Bjil
fi-ul

Li-R 1i-Mj Qyicz
Qyic :liMh, B¢j Bjjl ftaA-L -ajjil cip£ L-I lijMh, 6da a¥¢j Bjil Lj-R
H-pijz
jepi : °dkN diz H-pj Bjjl fi-ul Lj-R -ajjil jgi”ie£ LhS Ma-m lj-Mjz
H-pi

H-pijz

(Qyic ajl jgj”ieE LhS Mam-aC aj ¢R¢e-u -eu jepj)
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jepi : a¥¢j Bjju ¢Qe-m ej Qyjcz B¢j -pC QE;jwjadl Lic¢e, lir¢p
¢hnq¢lz Hhjl -cM
-ajl Ru face-L B¢j -Lje L-I H-L H-L pfNcwn-e gaEj L¢lz g q;

Qyic : J-l lirpE, Rmej L-I a¥C Bjjl jgi”"ieE LhS ¢e-u¢Rpz CL¢ ¥
B¢jJ Qyic
pJciNlI, jgj-c-hl i52z B¢j LM-ejC -ajl Lj-R fcjea gh ejz

(pL-ml fEUU ez pIN-Il fEjpicz -ph-LI fE-hn)

-phL :ji¢mL...... HM¢e Mhl -fmjj Bfejl Ru fa-cel pfNcwn-e jPa¥E
O-V-Rz
Qyic : lirpE, a¥C Bjjl Ru face-L ¢hn ¢c-u -j-I¢Rp, a¥C -S-e |iM
HC Qyijc -h-e

fEaEq ¢ae LI ¢ho L-l fiez B¢j -chj¢c-ch jgj-c-hl i%2, -Qjl
f8Sj BC]

L-eiC Llh ejz
neLj :Sujjjepil Su! Su jj jepil Sul!
Qyic :neLj, H a¥¢j Ljl f§S;j LIR? fcjOj-a B¢j H ph LIh Q"zZN!
neLj :ej..... ujjE Bfte H LE LI-me? Bjjl -f-V Bjj-cl p¢tie, Bl Bfte

Qyic :Bq! -k jepj Bji-cl Ru face-L -j-I-R, -p h-m-R p¢¢XPj -p dwp
L-I

-c-hz B¢j aj g-a -ch ejz HC QCfL eNI£-a JC QE;jwja¢l Li¢el
f8S;j

LM-eiC g-h ejz ¢LR¥-aC ejz B¢j Bjjl p¢c¢XPj ijpj-a Qmmijz

(fEUUje)

Nije -
-qCuj -qj -gj -qCuj qj
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-qCuij -qj -qij -qCui qj
pc¢XPj ij¢pui-R piN-Il EIf
-gCuj -gj -gi -9Cuj qj
-gCuj -gj -gi -9Cuj qj
-qCuj -qj -gj -qCuj qj
-qCuj -qj -gj -qCuj qj

jepi : HC Bijjl pea-kiNz Lim£c-gl Qyjc -h¢s-u-R hjte-SEz
genjje...... Lim£c-q kjJz

-pMj-e ¢N-u pJciN-ll p¢ctXPj Ts a¥-m ij¢p-u ¢c-u H-p; ,
kiJz Ts -aj-mjz

(T-s pcCXPj -i-p kju)

p8cedjl :-cM-a -cM-a Qyjc pJciN-Il p¢¢XPj -i-p -Nmz A¢hnEj¢?
gac¢la Qyjc Hecl

JécL Onr-l -nofkN¢t.......... H-p -f+Rjmz gac¢la Qyijc ¢irj L-I
CLR¥ Qjm -SjNjs

Limz
jepi : Ccul, ki Qyijc pJciN-ll Li-R ¢LR¥ dje B-Rz kj, a¥C ph
-M-u Buz
03370 <o 11 R z -nofkN¢,t Qyic
ajl ¢e-Sl ngl QCfL eNI£-az
ajllre  : HC -L-I ? B%acljg-m kjJui kj-h ej, -h-1jJz
Qyic : Bjj-L a¥C ¢Qe-a fjl¢Rp ej, B¢j Qyjc pJciNIz kj -ajl jj-L
-X-L ¢e-u

Buz
neLj : GjjE!
Qyic : ¢L -i-h-R ¢L jepj, pc¢XEPI pi-b pi-b BEjJ -i-p-N¢R? cEjM
B¢j HM-ej

SEc¢haz
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neLj : UjjE! H Bjj-cl p¢j faoe m¢Meclz
Qyic : cEiM, HC Bjjl face, Bjjl fE¢a-nid -ajl LiR -b-L HC -e-hz
neLj a¥¢;

mLiC-ul ¢hhj-gl B-uijSe L-liz -q ¢hnALjN;j, B¢j Q¥.cEdl
h¢elL Bfej-L

BgAje LI¢R.....
¢hnALjN; : hmae Qyjcz
Qyic : B¢j QiC Bjjl m¢Mec-Il ¢h-ul hjplOI Bfte -mjqgj ¢c-u °acl
Lllez

aj-a -ke -Lj-ej ¢Ra ej bj-Lz
¢hnALjN; : ajC g-h Qyjcz B¢j Bjjl phNi ¢c-u Bfejl -R-ml hjplOl
¢ejNje Lihz

a¥¢j ¢e¢OQ-¢! bjLz

(fEUUje)

nZLj :-ajjil ejj ¢L?
-hymj : hjymjz
nZLj : -ajji-L Bjijl 1j¢l fR¥%c g-u-Rz Bjjl mLjC-ul pj-b -ajjil ¢h-u
-chz

¢CL¢¥ H fEpj-c HLMje pfN B-Rz HC fEjpj-cl facehd§ g-a
-N-M...ceennnn Ll-a

(fEUC;e)

jepi : ¢hnALjNj, a¥¢j k¢c mé¢Mec-Il hijplO-l -Lj-ej ¢Ra ej IiM
ajg-m pfNcwn-e -ajjild eijn g-hz ajC JC -mjqjl hijplO-l -ajjju
HLV; ¢Ra IjM-aC g-h,  kj-a Bjjl pj-fli ¢N-u m¢Mecl-L cwne Ll-a
fi-lz LbiVj j-e -I-Mj, H jepil ACinjfz

(fEUUje)

mceMecl : -hymj a¥¢j-aj Sje, hiplO-ll HC lj-aC Bjjl..
-hym; : ej m¢Mecl, ejz B¢j Bjjl fEiZ ¢c-u -ajjju Irj LIhz
mc¢Mecl : ej -hymj, ejz jepil L¥c®Ca kMe f-s-R aMe..
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-hymi : ej, B¢j Bjjl phNn¢3$2 ¢c-u -ajjju Irj Lihz

m¢Mecl : A-eL fEql -aj gm, Hhijl a¥¢jJ ¢hnEjj ejlz

p8cedil : lj-a O-l fE-hn LIm L"jSz HIfl Hm................... z HIfl Hm
Limej¢Ne£z

(Limej¢Ne£l -Rjh-m j2aE¥ qu mLC-ulz pL-m Nje d-I)
Nije -

Li-c Lj-c -1 LCeE;j Lj-c -l LYjIE

-hymj : fEi¥!
¢nh  :-L a¥¢j LeE;?
-hymj : B¢ Bfejl fljis2 Qyjc pJciN-Il facehd§ -hymiz
¢nh  :-hymj, HC UNN-mij-L -ajjjl ¢L Ljl-Z BNje?
-hymi : Bjjl UjjEl fEiZ ¢g¢l-u ¢ce fEi¥z Bfejl ¢hSLeE;j jepi Bjil UjjEl
fEiZ

-L-s ¢e-u-Rz
¢nh :jepi? Bq, jepi jepi! jepi kMe -ajjil UjjEl fE{jZ -L-s ¢e-u-R,
aMe -pC aj ¢g¢l-u -c-hz ¢L¢*¥ ajl B-N -ajjj-L -k HLVj LjS Ll-a
g-hz
-hymj : ¢L LS fEi¥?
¢nh : HC -chjm-LI -chaj-cl a¥@ Ll-a g-h -ajjjl e2aE ¢c-uz kéc
fi-lj, a-hC

-ajjil Ujj€l fEiZ -gla fi-hz eua euz
-hymj : B¢j lj¢Sz

(-hymj ejQ ol} L-I)

¢nh :jepj, a¥¢j m¢Mec-ll fEjZ -L-s ¢e-uR, HMe a¥¢jC aj ¢g¢l-u
-c-hz H Bjjl

B-cnz
jepi :ajl Li-R ¢L -Lj-ej fEjiZ B-R?
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¢nh : fEjjz! ¢L-pl fEj;Z, -aijjil ¢fajl B-cnC ¢L fEjj-el E-UN eu?
jepi : ¢faj B¢j Bfejl Li-R eu, -hymijl Lj-R fEjjZ Q{C¢Rz
-hymi : fEjiZ B-Rz hjplO-I -ajjil fiwWij-ej Limej¢Ne£-L B¢j Qjytc
R¥-s -j-ICRmjjz

f-s -N¢Rm ajl -mSz HC -pC fEjjZz
¢nh  : HM-ej -ajjil ¢(LR¥ hmijl B-R?
jepi : ¢L¢ ¥ J-L fE¢anE¥c¢a ¢c-a g-h jaNE-mj-L QyjcpJciNI Bjjl
f8Sj LI-hz a-hC

B¢j JI UjjEl fEjZ ¢g¢l-u -chz
-hymj : B¢j fE¢anE¥¢a ¢c¢uR jaNE-mi-L -ajjjl f§Sil hEhUU; Lljhz
jepi :LimejCNe£...

(Limej¢Ne£ H-p m¢Mec-Il ¢ho hjl L-I -euz)

p8acedijl : Ah-n-o -hymj m¢Mecl-L ¢e-u eNIE-a ¢g-l ¢N-u Qyjc
pJciNI-L jepjl hEa Ll-a pCja L-lz Hhw HC fEbjhjl Qyjc, nZL;,
-hymj, m¢Mecl HL-ce  |j ¢hoq¢ll 18Sj L-Iz

QViC i Zz

Script 2
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In Khan Gaan artists used masks. In the recent past, the famous playwright Mr.
DEBESH CHATTOPAHYAYA presented Girish Karnad’s famous play ‘HAYBADAN’

with Khan Artists. In this play Mr. Chattopahyay used Masks.
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| enlisted his opinion through interviewing him. | had a chance to talk to
DR.TERRY JOHN CONVERSE (Ph.D. in theatre arts from the University of California)
who was awarded Fulbright Fellowship for his commendable work on use of masks.

*7 b"lu-

AKSHA

| held vivid discussions with DR. TARUN PRADHAN (lecturer of Rabindra
Bharati University, Traditional Artist and Researcher) regarding editing of Khan Pala
uses of Mask, modernization of folk form keeping its original form and traditional intact
etc. The drama department of the Bharati University too is working on Folk Theatre. One
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of the able students Shri Bhaskar Mukherjee of the department is producing a Ghan play
under Dr. Tarun Pradhan’s guidance.

: WG AT @ FA S Y

The art form is gaining increasingly gaining popularity in North Dinajpur in its
new form. | have plans to write new Khan Scripts through seminars and workshops and
West Bengal State Akademi of Dance Drama Song & Visual Arts, Raiganj University,
Department of Culture, Govt. of West Bengal have assured me help and cooperation. Khan
Artists are very interested to joining this type of workshops, Seminars.

Hope the formation proses of self help of group also completed and group will be
formed.
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KHAN GAAN AND SELF HELP GROUP: A CORELATIVE
DISCUSSION ON DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIETY AND CULTURE

3rd REPORT

(15T JANUARY. 2017 TO 30" June, 2017)

-Dipanwita Banik Das

In my first & second phases i conducted a large number of khan artists and
officials of the department of information& culture affairs, of the district of North
and south Dinajpur .I talked to people who have done research on the art form and
commoners about khan or cultural form of North Bengal. | reviewed the socio-
economic condition of khan artists. And also added & modified some khan scripts.

In the 3" phase,after a long session of motivational meeting
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Mohisbathan, Hemtabad blokes like.......

SL

NO.

10.

NAME OF THE
GROUP

MAA BASANTI

BINAPANI KHON
DAL
BANGA LAXMI

SURJALOK LOKO
SANSKRITY
BHARATI

MANASA
BANGABHUMI
RAJMUKHOSH
ITAHAR MOHILA
KALLYAN

MAHISBATHAN
NARI KALLYAN

NAME OF THE TOTAL

GROUP
LEADER

DUMSU
DEBSHARMA
SUMANTA
SARKAR
AKHIL ROY

BAIDYANATH
SARKAR
SAMRU
DEBSHARMA
BUDHA
MONDAL
TARUN
DEBSHARMA
RAJKUMAR
SARKAR
REBOTI ROY

AKULIBALA

NUMBER
OF
MEMBER

14

16

15
14

14

15

14

15

18

22

| formed 10 self help groups form Itahar , Raiganj, Kaliaganj, Kushmandi,

MONTHLY
SAVINGS
PER
MEMBER(Rs.

)
50/-

50/-

50/-
50/-

50/-
50/-
50/-
50/-
50/-

50/-
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Numbers of groups have registered their names with the Department of
information & cultural affairs. In this | could organised these groups to prepare and
stage plays on issues of social awareness likes ‘clean India mission’, ill effects of
too much use of mobile phone. In fact as a part of the clean India mission a play in

the name of ‘Swachha Varat Sori’. ‘Mobile Sori Tour Baudia’was prepared and
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staged. In order to spread awareness of modern farming technology among farmers
a play named ‘Shri’ was stsged with the help of Department of Agriculture,
Department of cooperative, and Department of Information & cultural affairs.

In my next and final phase I, intend to set up an apex body of SHGs and to
organise a workshop with khan artists with the help of state academy.
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KHAN GAAN AND SELF HELP GROUP: A CORELATIVE
DISCUSSION ON DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIETY AND CULTURE
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4TH REPORT

(1°T JULY, 2017 TO 31°T DECEMBER, 2017)

-Dipanwita Banik Das

In the 1%, 2" & 3" phase, | acquainted myself and interacted with ‘KHAN’
artists. People of the Rajbanshi community live in different parts of North and
South Dinajpur. ‘Khan’ is a popular folk art form of the Rajbanshis. This ‘Khan’
folk plays are also popular in some areas of the adjacent districts of Malda &
Jalpaiguri. People of both Hindu & Muslim community got involved with the
Rajbanshis in the ‘Khan’ folk art form. Though initially the subject of the plays
were mainly social as the plays were performed during religious festivals like
Manasa Puja, Nabanna etc. The subject of the plays underwent changes. Religious
stories crept into the plays and they became subjects of many Khan plays. Plays
were also composed of matters taken from the scriptures.

| endeavored to introduce social, urban problems and problems due to
excessive use and dependence on mobiles as subject matter of ‘Khan’ plays.
Encouraged composition PF plays on environment, flesh trade, breaking down of
joint families and agriculture. Generally, these plays were of 6 to 7 hours of
duration, | encouraged composition of short plays of one to one and half hours
duration and to encourage for composition of plays in mixed dialect, Ranbanshi,
Bengali & Hindi for acceptance by larger audience.

| set up self help groups and attached them with primary agriculture Co-
operative societies and exposed them to banking activities. Increased women’s
participation formed two completely women Khan groups, Mahisbathan women
welfare society & Itahar women Service Co-operative society.

In the fourth stage, in addition to their theatrical activities, | arranged for
their training through the Handloom & co-operative departments.
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society (In Sought Dinajpur District) and Potirajur Dhokra Handloom Co-
operative society (In North Dinajpur District) for marketing of the produce. |
introduced these societies to different fair committees of the district. Gradually
socio-economic development is perceptible along the members of the societies in
particular.

g e @ fRas avan o

e s (o iR s
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| also arranged for seminar with the help of the Co-operative Bank and Co-
operative Department of North Dinajpur.
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West Bengal State Akademi of Dance, Drama, Song & Visual Arts also arrange
for a mask making workshop in Lataguri which helped the Khan artists

Immensely.

This was my humble effort and contribution for revival of the folk
art form Ghana in the last two years but a lot remains to be done.

KHAN GAAN AND SELF HELP GROUP: A CORELATIVE
DISCUSSION ON DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIETY AND CULTURE
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